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TERRORISM NEWS: 
White House Plans Focus On Iraq, Economy 
For 2006.  In a story that runs over 2100 words highlighting 
political and policy opportunities for the Administration -- as 
well as potential pitfalls, USA Today (1/3, Jackson, Page, 
2.31M) says that while past president have faced their 
greatest difficulties during the sixth year of their tenure, the 
White House is making preparations for a “better year” ahead.  
USA adds that for President Bush, 2005 “was a year of 
growing public impatience with the Iraq war, angst over 
record gas prices, devastation from Hurricane Katrina, the 
collapse of his Social Security plan and, finally, a firestorm 
over his decision to authorize targeted domestic spying 
without court warrants.  Now he faces a challenge that has 
upended the best-laid plans of his predecessors: his sixth 
year in office.”  However, the White House “and its allies see 
opportunities, though, sixth year or not.”  Top aides “say Bush 
aims to travel more often and speak out more forcefully, 
touting the economy as underappreciated good news.”  To 
“avoid the sort of stalemate that undermined his Social 
Security proposal, Bush will downsize his domestic agenda, 
proposing changes in immigration law but shelving, at least 
for now, plans for a tax overhaul.”  White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan “says the basic game plan is simple:  ‘The 
economy and progress in Iraq.’”  USA adds Bush’s “most 
powerful aide, Karl Rove, has invited think-tank analysts, 
authors and others to the White House for ideas to help 
reinvigorate the president's domestic agenda.”  But there is 
“trouble on the horizon, too, and events that are outside White 
House control,” such as in Iraq, the CIA leak investigation, 
and the Abramoff probe.  USA then outlines the White 
House’s planned strategy across a number of policy fronts. 

The Washington Times (1/3, Sammon, 90K) reports 
President Bush “is planning to spend 2006 getting back to the 
basics of his agenda by making the case for his policies on 
Iraq and the economy instead of pursuing lofty new domestic 
initiatives.”  White House spokesman Trent Duffy said, “The 
president will begin the new year very much in the way he left 
2005, which is to discuss the country's two top priorities, 
keeping our economy strong and growing stronger and 
creating jobs, and also winning the war on terrorism.”  The 

Times adds that is “not to say Mr. Bush will not reveal new 
initiatives in his State of the Union address, tentatively 
scheduled for Jan. 31.  But those initiatives are expected to 
be more modest than his ambitious quest to reform Social 
Security, partly because it will be harder to enact his agenda 
in a congressional re-election year.”  Aides “hinted that Mr. 
Bush will try to make his tax cuts permanent, pass an 
immigration reform law and push for additional energy 
legislation, including a measure to open oil exploration in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.  Although he has 
not officially abandoned Social Security reform, he will spend 
less time promoting the long-shot initiative.”   

Democrats To Attack Bush, GOP On Privacy 
Issues.  The Washington Times (1/3, Hurt, 90K) reports 
congressional Democrats “are drafting a strategy to attack the 
Bush administration and Republicans as having little regard 
for the privacy of Americans.”  Before Christmas, Senate 
Minority Whip Richard Durbin said, “We will initiate at the 
beginning of this year one of the most serious debates and 
discussions on Capitol Hill in our history about individual 
rights and liberties.”  The Times adds the “topic will be a major 
focus of the Supreme Court confirmation hearings of federal 
Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. as privacy rights -- the political code 
phrase for abortion rights -- already has become a major 
issue, Mr. Durbin said.”  Democratic leaders “then plan to 
keep the issue alive as they continue their opposition to key 
parts of the USA Patriot Act, which is set to expire in early 
February unless extended.”  But the “real payoff, Democrats 
say, will be the hearings into President Bush's authorization of 
warrantless spying on terror suspects.” 

Comey Opposed Parts Of NSA Domestic 
Spying Program.  CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight  (1/2, 
Romans) reported, “The White House is vowing to 
aggressively defend its program to secretly wiretap 
Americans in the days and weeks ahead. But this upcoming 
offensive comes amid new reports of serious internal debate 
in the Bush administration over the legality of this program.”  
CNN (Quijano) added, “Government officials say during at 
least part of James Comey's tenure as deputy attorney 
general, he vigorously opposed parts of the National Security 
Agency's secret domestic surveillance program and refused 
to sign off on its renewal.”  On Sunday, President Bush 
“would not comment directly when asked whether he was 
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aware of any high-level resistance to the NSA program. 
Instead, he again forcefully defended its use, calling it legal 
and necessary.”  CNN added that “sources have told CNN 
that the surveillance program was stopped in 2004 for a short 
time because of legal questions. Some changes were then 
made to the program, but it's not clear what those changes 
were.” 

Williams Says Domestic Spying Program Is Hard To 
Defend.  Pete Williams said on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2) that 
the domestic surveillance program is “a hard program to 
defend, because we don’t know the extent of it or precisely 
how it worked. …  Now, the legal justification they make is 
twofold.  First, they say, the president has a constitutional 
authority as commander-in-chief to do this. And secondly, 
they say, when Congress authorized the use of military force, 
which was right after 9/11, it gave the president whatever 
authority he needed to do in wartime.  Intelligence gathering, 
the administration argued, is incident to making war and the 
president has authority under that law as well. That’s been 
their legal argument. 

Mitchell Says Administration Needs To Be “More 
Out Front” About Eavesdropping.  Andrea Mitchell of NBC 
News said on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2), “I think [Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen] Specter is a bellwether. 
…  Right now the administration is pressing Specter to give 
this up and let the intelligence community do this in secret.  
And he’s been arguing that this needs to be the Judiciary 
Committee. That there are major legal issues involved.  One 
of the things that the White House probably is still resisting, 
but really needs to do, is be a little bit more out front, because 
it’s not just a handful of cases. It’s at least 500 people at a 
time being eavesdropped upon. And in fact, there were 
millions and millions of calls and e-mails that were swept up in 
this electronic vacuum cleaner.’ 

Thomas Says Presidents Always Give Themselves 
Power In Times Of War.  Evan Thomas of Newsweek said 
on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2) that this is “an historic moment.  A 
couple hundred years of presidents in times of crisis reaching 
out, giving a lot of power to themselves. Inevitably, there’s a 
reaction, first it starts with a bureaucracy, it’s a little slow and 
then seeps into the public.  You can trace this after 
Watergate, Vietnam, World War II, World War I, every time 
we have a war, presidents do this. Eventually there’s a 
reaction. I think that reaction is beginning now.  What’s not 
clear is how severe it is, whether the president is going to get 
whapped back, but you can feel some emanations off of 
Capitol Hill, as often where it starts, that people are starting to 
say, hey, maybe the balance is a little bit out of whack here.” 

Bush Defends Domestic Wiretap Program.  
President Bush on Sunday visited San Antonio to meet with 
wounded Iraq veterans and staff at the Brooke Army Medical 
Center.  That visit, however, was largely upstaged by what 

NBC called his “strongly worded defense” of the 
Administration’s use of the National Security Agency to 
wiretap people in the US.  Other reports also tended to state 
say Bush defended the program “strongly” or “fiercely.”  The 
President made the remarks as media reports indicated there 
was some dissension within the Justice Department over the 
legality of the program -- and as four senators backed holding 
hearings.  The story was the lead on NBC, while CBS 
covered it in a full segment and ABC mentioned it briefly.  
Today’s major newspapers also cover the story in depth.   

NBC Nightly News (1/1, lead story, 2:30, Costello) 
reported the President said, “yet again, in a very strongly 
worded defense,” that “if al Qaeda is trying to call someone, 
the government should now who and why.”  Bush “felt 
compelled again to defend the secret White House program 
to monitor email traffic and listen into the phone calls of as 
many as 500 Americans each day without court approval.  
Mr. Bush said only international calls to and from the US and 
involving known al Qaeda sympathizers were tapped.”  
President Bush:  “It seems logical to me if we know a phone 
number associated with al Qaeda and or an al Qaeda affiliate, 
and they are making phone calls, it makes sense to find out 
why.”  Costello:  “The President again emphasized Congress 
was kept informed of the program, which was regularly 
reviewed by the Justice Department and found to be legal.  
But the New York Times reported that then-Deputy Attorney 
General James Comey resisted approving parts of the spying 
program out of concern that it wasn’t legal.  And Newsweek 
reports in a cover story that then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft refused to overrule Comey, while Time magazine 
reports that the President even bypassed top Justice 
Department attorneys who normally reviewed top-secret 
intelligence programs.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 4, 2:00, Roberts) 
reported, “Bush again fiercely defended his domestic spying 
program, one that authorizes the government to monitor 
conversations to and from the US without a court warrant.”  In 
an “attempt to dissuade congressional hearings its legality, he 
says even the program’s disclosure has damaged national 
security and in answer to criticisms about possible civil liberty 
violations he argues that spying is limited in scope.”  
President Bush:  “If somebody from al Qaeda is calling you, 
we’d like to know why.  In the meantime, this program is 
conscious of people’s civil liberties, as am I.”  Roberts:  
“Today four US Senators, including Richard Lugar, the 
Republican Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee 
said that hearings on the President’s authorization of 
domestic spying without warrants are appropriate.” 

The New York Times (1/2, Lichtblau) reports Senator 
Arlen Specter, “a Pennsylvania Republican and chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, has already pledged to make 
hearings into the program one of his highest priorities.”  In a 
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letter to Specter on Sunday, “Senator Charles E. Schumer, a 
New York Democrat who is also on the committee, said the 
panel should also explore ‘significant concern about the 
legality of the program even at the very highest levels of the 
Department of Justice.’” 

Lugar, appearing on CNN’s Late Edition (1/1, Blitzer), 
said, “I can understand in the context of 9/11 that there may 
have been, in a common sense way, a reason why calls 
coming from the Middle East or Afghanistan to America might 
be intercepted, but I think the Congress quite rightly is trying 
to take a look at now that we’re past 9/11, we’re going to have 
to live with the war on terror for a long, long while.”  Asked if 
he advocated holding hearings on the matter, Lugar 
responded, “I do.  I think this is an appropriate time. …  I think 
we want to see what in the course of time really works best 
and the FISA Act has worked pretty well from the time of 
President Carter’s day to the current time.” 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, on Fox News Sunday (1/1, 
Wallace), said, “Thank goodness the Justice Department is 
investigating to find out who has been endangering our 
national security by leaking this information so that our 
enemies now have a greater sense of what our techniques 
are in going after terrorists.  The overwhelming majority of the 
American people understand that we need new techniques in 
the wake of 9/11 in order to protect us. …  This needs to be 
investigated, because whoever leaked this information has 
done the U.S. and its national security a great disservice.” 

ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 6, :20, Harris) 
reported, “There are reports that high-level officials at the 
Justice Department objected to the Administration’s 
controversial domestic spying program.”  Reuters (1/2, 
Zakaria) notes the New York Times “reported on Sunday that 
James Comey, a deputy to then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft, was concerned about the legality of the NSA 
program and refused to extend it in 2004.”  White House 
aides “then turned to Ashcroft while the attorney general was 
hospitalized for gallbladder surgery, the Times said.”  The AP 
(1/2, Riechmann) says Bush “didn’t answer a reporter’s 
question about whether he was aware of any resistance to 
the program at high levels of his administration and how that 
might have influenced his decision to approve it.” 

The New York Post (1/2, Mangan, Dicker) reports, 
“President Bush belittled top Justice Department official 
James Comey with the nickname ‘Cuomo’ after the former 
Manhattan U.S. attorney balked at allowing controversial 
warrantless eavesdropping to catch terrorists, a new report 
claims.” The Post continues, “Comey acquired the nickname 
— which referred to New York ex-Gov. Mario Cuomo — after 
Bush administration officials concluded he was not a ‘team 
player’ on that and other issues, Newsweek reports. …  
Comey, who now is general counsel for the Lockheed Martin 
corporation, could not be reached for comment. …  But 

Cuomo laughingly told The Post, ‘I'll say this — Comey and 
Cuomo have this in common: They both agree that the 
president was wrong.’ …  The White House denied that Bush, 
who has a penchant for doling out nicknames, tagged Comey 
with the scornful sobriquet.” 

New York Daily News (1/2, Siemaszko) reports, 
“Schumer also said he will ask Specter to question top White 
House officials such as former Acting Attorney General Jim 
Comey, who reportedly opposed the secret domestic 
eavesdropping on legal grounds. …  ‘When Comey, who was 
one of the premier terrorism prosecutors in this country, said 
that he thought this program violated the law ... it calls into 
question the way the president and the vice president went 
about changing it,’ Schumer said on ‘Fox News Sunday.’” 

Schumer, on Fox News Sunday (1/1, Wallace), 
commented, “The problem here is that the President thought 
there was a problem -- that’s legitimate -- but instead of 
coming to people and saying ‘okay, I need changes in the 
law,’ he just changed it on his own.  And today’s 
revelations…really heighten the concerns about this.  When 
[former Deputy Attorney General James] Comey, who was 
one of the premiere terrorism prosecutors in this country, said 
that he thought this program violated the law, when it’s 
reported that people at the NSA -- and none of these people 
are left-wing liberals -- had real doubts about the program, it 
calls into question the way the president and vice president 
went about changing it.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/2, Roche, Chen) says Bush 
“strongly defended the domestic eavesdropping program,” 
and quotes the President saying, “If somebody from Al Qaeda 
is calling you, we’d like to know why. …  We’re at war with a 
bunch of coldblooded killers.” 

The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Rein) notes it was 
Bush’s “third defense in two weeks of his secret domestic 
spying program.”  The Post quotes Bush saying, “This is a 
limited program designed to prevent attacks on the United 
States of America, and I repeat limited.”  The Post later says, 
“The president’s first public comments of the new year after 
no public appearances last week offered a glimpse into how 
his administration intends to deflect congressional inquiries 
into his authorization of wiretaps on terrorism suspects -- with 
a vigorous defense of the program as a matter of national 
security.” 

The Washington Times (1/2, Curl) adds the President 
also “criticized anew the leaker who revealed the program to 
the New York Times, which published a front-page article 
about it on the day the Senate was scheduled to vote on an 
extension of the Patriot Act.  ‘There’s an enemy out there.  
They read newspapers, they listen to what you write, they 
listen to what you put on the air, and they react,’ said Mr. 
Bush, who added that the leak of the program causes great 
harm to national security.” 
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NSA Surveillance Credited With Stopping Terror 
Attacks Post-9/11.  Syndicated columnist Charles 
Krauthammer, appearing on Fox News Sunday (1/1, 
Wallace), said, “There’s a great irony here.  Everybody has 
been asking of themselves for the last four years why haven’t 
we had a second attack. …  But what we’ve heard over the 
last six months with these revelations, these so-called 
scandals, of the secret prisons where high-level Al Qaida 
have been held, the coercive interrogation which is under 
attack in the McCain amendment, and now the NSA 
eavesdropping -- we have the untold story which the 
administration could not tell.  It knew why we had been 
protected. …  We had a means, technological, in the NSA 
eavesdropping, and also other means in capturing these 
terrorists, of getting information.  It’s worked.  It’s held us 
safe.” 

DOJ Probes Of High-Level Leaks Seldom Meet With 
Success.  Knight Ridder (1/2, Mondics) reports, “When 
President Bush defended the National Security Agency after 
the disclosure that it had spied on hundreds of Americans, he 
angrily denounced media leaks about the program, and the 
Justice Department has now opened a criminal probe. …  But 
an ongoing Justice investigation of the president's own staff in 
an unrelated leak case and the handling of hundreds of other 
leak allegations each year suggest that the probe of the NSA 
leak - which focuses on the disclosure of classified 
information to The New York Times - faces huge obstacles.” 
Knight Ridder continues, “Only two government officials have 
ever been convicted of leaking classified information to a 
news organization. Samuel L. Morison, a Navy intelligence 
analyst, was prosecuted for leaking three spy satellite photos 
to Jane's Defence Weekly in 1984; Jonathan Randel, a 
former Drug Enforcement Administration analyst, was 
convicted in 1999 of leaking confidential information about 
DEA investigations to a London newspaper.” Knight Ridder 
adds, “More recently, special prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald 
acknowledged difficulty proving that any laws governing the 
release of classified information were broken in the White 
House leak to the media of a CIA operative's identity. 
Fitzgerald did win an indictment Oct. 28 of I. Lewis "Scooter" 
Libby, former chief of staff to Vice President Cheney, for 
allegedly lying to investigators in the case. But after two 
years, Fitzgerald has charged no one with illegally releasing 
sensitive national security information - the charge that 
prompted the investigation. …  Mark Corallo, a former Justice 
spokesman who is now a spokesman for Bush adviser Karl 
Rove in matters related to the Fitzgerald investigation, said 
the department typically received hundreds of requests a year 
from intelligence agencies to investigate leaks, and most 
cases went nowhere. …  One reason is that the Justice 
Department, despite a handful of high-profile cases, has been 
reluctant to subpoena reporters who for reasons of 

confidentiality declined to testify; another is that laws 
governing such prosecutions require the government to show 
that the leaker intended to break the law - a difficult hurdle to 
clear.” 

Bush Will Begin 2006 “Preoccupied” By Domestic 
Spying Controversy.  Time (1/9, Lacayo) reports that 
President Bush’s 2002 Executive Order allowing the NSA to 
eavesdrop without a warrant on phone conversations, e-mail 
and other electronic communications “remained a closely 
guarded secret” for four years.  Time adds, “Because the 
NSA program was so sensitive, Administration officials tell 
TIME, the ‘lawyers’ group,’ an organization of fewer than half 
a dozen government attorneys the National Security Council 
convenes to review top-secret intelligence programs, was 
bypassed. Instead, the legal vetting was given to Alberto 
Gonzales, then White House counsel. In the weeks since 
Dec. 16, when the program was disclosed by the New York 
Times, it has set off a ferocious debate in Washington and 
around the country about how the rule of law should constrain 
the war on terrorism.  That development ensures that the 
President will start the new year preoccupied for a while with 
a fight over whether his responsibility to prevent another 
attack gave him the power to push aside an act of Congress -
- or, to use the terms of his harshest critics, to break the law.” 

In a separate story, Time (1/9, Tumulty, Allen) reports 
that “the revelation that his Administration has been spying in 
this country without warrants -- illegally, critics say -- may 
have put a crimp in Bush’s plan to climb back on top of the 
agenda as the new legislative session begins. ‘When 
Congress comes back,’ warns a top G.O.P. congressional 
aide, ‘domestic surveillance and privacy issues will be all over 
the front pages.’  To which the President and his strategists 
seem to be saying, Bring it on.”  From the Time the story 
broke, the Administration “decided its strategy would be to 
‘overwhelm the skeptics, not back off, not change anything 
about the program and really home in very strongly on the 
fact that this is a legitimate part of presidential warmaking 
power,’ says an adviser.”  GOP strategists “argue that 
Democrats have little leeway to attack on the issue because it 
could make them look weak on national security and because 
some of their leaders were briefed about the National Security 
Agency (NSA) no-warrant surveillance before it became 
public knowledge. Some key Democrats even defend it.”   

“Ferocious” Administration Infighting Delayed 
Domestic Spying Program For A Time.  Newsweek (1/9, 
Thomas, Klaidman) reports, “NEWSWEEK has learned, 
ferocious behind-the-scenes infighting stalled for a time the 
administration’s ambitious program of electronic spying on 
U.S. citizens at home and abroad.”  Newsweek adds, “It does 
not appear that President Bush -- determined to stand tall in 
the war on terror -- or Vice President Cheney, a staunch 
believer in executive power, hesitated to circumvent FISA. 
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Asserting the broad warmaking powers conferred on the 
president by Article 2 of the Constitution and by a post-9/11 
congressional resolution authorizing the use of force to 
combat global terror, Bush repeatedly approved of what the 
NSA calls a ‘special collection program’ that eavesdropped -- 
without warrants -- on about 500 Americans a day.” 

“Reassertion Of Presidential Power” Said To Be At 
Heart Of Spying Debate.  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, 
Kaplan) reports, “At the heart of the debate over domestic 
spying is a reassertion of presidential power. Legal advisers 
to the president have made a case for sweeping executive 
authority during wartime. The White House’s authority to 
render terrorism suspects jailed without trial and run 
warrantless eavesdropping, they argue, is authorized by a 
congressional war resolution passed after 9/11 and by the 
Constitution’s grant of war-making power to the commander 
in chief. Among the prime supporters of this position is Vice 
President Dick Cheney, who as White House chief of staff 
under Gerald Ford saw Congress take back considerable 
amounts of executive power after the abuses of the Nixon 
era.  But Congress and the courts may now be pushing back. 
Legal challenges to the administration’s detention policy and 
the FBI’s national security letters are winding their way 
through the courts.”  Likewise, Time (1/9, Lacayo) says the 
White House “has been developing a very robust 
interpretation of presidential power” to “support its aggressive 
conduct.”  Vice President Dick Cheney “in particular believes 
that presidential power has been unreasonably confined since 
the 1970s.”  Time adds, “Because they required the President 
to plainly bypass an act of Congress, the no-warrant wiretaps 
may be the sharpest expression yet of the Administration’s 
willingness to expand the scope of Executive power.”  

Domestic Spying Efforts May Be More Widespread 
Than Previously Thought.  U.S. News and World Report 
(1/9, Kaplan) reports, “A string of revelations in recent weeks 
suggests that domestic spying programs may be far broader 
than previously thought.”  Government officials “have offered 
spirited defenses” of these programs.  They say these 
allegations of spying “have been misinterpreted and 
exaggerated,” and they “insist that the public expects law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies to be aggressive in the 
age of terrorism. President Bush was unapologetic about the 
NSA’s warrantless intercepts. …  The FBI, too, has mounted 
a strong defense. No investigations are opened, officials say, 
unless there is ‘specific information about a potential criminal 
or terrorist threat.’ Mere mention of groups or individuals in an 
FBI file, agents say, does not mean they are under 
investigation.”   

Allegations Have Sparked Lawmakers Into Action.  
U.S. News and World Report (1/9, Kaplan) reports that “the 
mounting allegations of domestic spying have sparked 
widespread concern and prompted members of Congress to 

action, among them Arlen Specter, the Pennsylvania 
Republican who chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
who will convene hearings later this month. ‘I want to know 
precisely what they did,’ Specter said. ‘How the NSA utilized 
their technical equipment, whose conversations they 
overheard, how many conversations they overheard, what 
they did with the material, what purported justification there 
was.’ Democrat Rep. Robert Wexler is demanding documents 
on the Defense Department’s secret monitoring program, part 
of a little-known agency called the Counterintelligence Field 
Activity.” 

Time (1/9, Lacayo) adds that “the House and Senate 
Intelligence Committees are almost certain to make deeper 
inquiries. Meanwhile, the Justice Department is launching an 
investigation of its own, into how word of the secret program 
was leaked.”  Justice officials “have refused to say whether 
the overall legality of the NSA program will also be 
investigated.” 

Bush Administration “Implored” NYTimes Editors 
Not To Publish Domestic Spying Story.  Time (1/9, 
Ratnesar) reports on New York Times reporters James Risen 
and Eric Lichtblau, who broke the story “that the Bush 
Administration was running a covert domestic-spying 
program.”  It “took Risen more than a year to get the story into 
print -- and not before President Bush personally implored 
Times editors not to publish Risen and Lichtblau’s account of 
how Bush authorized the National Security Agency to wiretap 
telephone and e-mail communications inside the US without 
court-sanctioned warrants.”  Time adds, “At the center of the 
article’s backstory is Risen, who unsuccessfully pushed to 
publish the wiretap report last year, then took a leave to write 
a book, State of War: The Secret History of the CIA and the 
Bush Administration. It now appears he may pay a price for 
the disclosure: last Friday the Justice Department opened an 
investigation into who leaked the existence of the NSA 
program to the Times, raising the prospect of Risen’s being 
compelled to reveal the identities of the ‘nearly dozen’ current 
and former officials who spoke to him about the program or 
face jail time for contempt of court.” 

Domestic Spying Debate Follows A “Predictable” 
Wartime Pattern.  Newsweek (1/9, Thomas, Klaidman) 
reports in its cover story, “The current debate over national 
security and civil liberties is not new. It follows a predictable 
pattern of a democracy in wartime. …  To understand the 
current struggle -- and judge how seriously to take the Bush 
and Cheney bids for power -- it is useful to compare this battle 
to all the balancing acts that have come before. The facts 
change, but the pattern varies little:  In national crises, 
presidents reach for power.”  A president “will almost always 
choose to violate individual rights over the risk of losing a 
war.”  Newsweek adds, “Congress lies low and goes along. 
…  Typically, in times of national peril, Congress gets swept 
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along on a wave of patriotism. …  The bureaucracy pushes 
back. …  Though ‘bureaucrat’ can be a bad name, 
government careerists are sometimes the only ones who will 
uphold standards of fairness or decency. They know, too, that 
they can be left holding the bag if later congressional hearings 
look into dubious secret operations. …  The public and the 
politicians react -- and overreact. Historically, wartime 
encroachments on civil liberties have spawned backlashes. 
…  The American public may be less than sympathetic to the 
targets of the Bush antiterror crackdown. But if the 
administration is shown to have violated the civil liberties of 
mainstream peace groups or (heaven forbid!) members of the 
press, the outcry could produce an overreaction.” 

More Commentary.  Columnist Ruth Marcus, 
meanwhile, writes in today’s Washington Post (1/2) about 
Bush’s domestic spying, and comments, “Perhaps, in the 
aftermath of Sept. 11, that’s how the country wants its 
intelligence activities conducted.”  But “living on the edge 
inevitably risks falling off a cliff - especially if you choose to 
live there on your own and in secret.”  Marcus says “the need 
for legal checks, the importance of congressional oversight, 
the missteps that inevitably occur when the executive branch 
is accountable only to itself -- seem to have been ignored by 
all the parties involved.  As Congress gears up for another 
needed round of hearings, the challenge is not only to 
discover what happened but also not to forget, again, what 
was already, painfully learned.” 

DOJ IG Finds Terror Specialists At US 
Attorney’s Offices Failing To Coordinate.  The 
Washington Times (1/3, Seper, 90K) reports that a report 
from the Justice Department's Office of Inspector General has 
concluded that “Intelligence specialists at the 93 US attorneys' 
offices assigned to identify terrorist activity and assist in 
prosecutions are not coordinating their efforts and lack 
guidance.”  According to the report, though the offices “have 
made ‘valuable’ individual contributions to counterterrorism 
efforts, their overall effectiveness needs to increase through 
improved coordination and guidance.”  The IG report “made 
eight recommendations to improve the use of the specialists, 
including identifying and providing the standard tools they 
should use, defining the types of results they should produce, 
and establishing the quality standards those results should 
meet. “ 

Former CIA Official Says Agency May Need A 
Decade To Build Up Anti-Terror Service.  
Reuters (1/2, Morgan) reports, “A former CIA counterterrorism 
officer who tracked Osama bin Laden through the mountains 
of Afghanistan says the U.S. spy agency could need a 
decade to build up its clandestine service for the U.S. war on 
terrorism.”  Gary Berntsen, “a decorated espionage officer 

who led a paramilitary unit code-named ‘Jawbreaker’ in the 
war that toppled the Taliban after the September 11 attacks,” 
said CIA Director Porter Goss “faces an uphill battle to fill the 
agency’s senior ranks with aggressive, seasoned operatives.”  
Berntsen said in an interview, “He’s probably more aggressive 
than most of the senior officers in the clandestine service.  So 
I think he’s having to pull them along a bit.”  Goss, he added, 
“is trying to improve the situation.  But it’s going to be tough. 
The rebuilding is going to take years.  A decade, at least.” 

Experts Say Padilla Dispute Could Jeopardize 
Terror War.  The Legal Times (1/2, Henning) reports, 
“This time, audacity may not pay off for Bush administration 
lawyers. ….  Having aggressively — and in the view of their 
critics, arrogantly — pursued an expansive view of executive 
power since the start of the war on terrorism, they could see 
their plans derailed by an escalating skirmish over ‘enemy 
combatant’ Jose Padilla.” The Times continues, “Last week 
was punctuated by another round, in a rancorous and highly 
unusual exchange between the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
4th Circuit and the Bush administration over the detention of 
Padilla, a U.S. citizen whose case is regarded as a crucial 
legal litmus test of anti-terrorism tactics. …  In late November 
the government abruptly asked the appeals court to vacate a 
Sept. 9 decision granting President George W. Bush the right 
to detain indefinitely U.S. citizens as enemy combatants 
without charge or trial. It was a move that alienated one of the 
administration’s most reliable judicial allies, the largely 
conservative 4th Circuit.” The Times adds ‘The 
administration’s abandonment of its aggressive position in a 
case that it has touted as crucial to battling terrorists 
confounded outsiders and infuriated the judges who had 
previously given the White House a highly favorable ruling. …  
‘This is perhaps the most important constitutional litigation 
since September 11,’ says Timothy Lynch, director of the 
Cato Institute’s Project on Criminal Justice. ‘They severely 
underestimated the reaction by the judiciary and other legal 
observers. Maybe they missed the forest for the trees and lost 
sight of how big this was, but this is going to hurt the 
credibility of the Justice Department in other terrorism cases.’” 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (1/2, McGough) reports, “It 
must have seemed like a good idea at the time. Fearful of 
another test of presidential power in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the Bush administration in November decided to cut its losses 
and end the 3 1/2-year-long confinement of Jose Padilla as 
an ‘enemy combatant.’ ..  Mr. Padilla, a Brooklyn-born convert 
to Islam, was arrested at Chicago's O'Hare Airport in May 
2002 and was identified by then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft as a participant in an al-Qaida plot to explode a 
radioactive ‘dirty bomb’ in the United States. A federal 
appeals court upheld his detention, but Mr. Padilla's lawyers 
appealed to the Supreme Court. …  Then the Bush 
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administration executed a legal U-turn. It secured an 
indictment of Mr. Padilla by a federal grand jury in Florida on 
terrorism charges unrelated to a ‘dirty bomb,’ announced that 
he would be transferred from a Navy brig in Charleston, S.C., 
to a civilian prison in Miami and asked the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Richmond to vacate its decision 
upholding Mr. Padilla's confinement.” The Post-Gazette adds, 
“The 4th Circuit, one of the administration's favorite tribunals, 
wouldn't play. It refused to vacate its order or approve of Mr. 
Padilla's transfer from military to civilian custody. In an opinion 
by Judge J. Michael Luttig, a conservative icon often 
mentioned as a possible Bush appointee to the Supreme 
Court, the 4th Circuit worried about ‘an appearance that the 
government may be attempting to avoid consideration of our 
decision by the Supreme Court.’ …  Last week the 
administration shot back, demanding that the Supreme Court 
authorize Mr. Padilla's transfer. In a petition filed with the 
Supreme Court, Solicitor General Paul D. Clement fumed that 
‘the 4th Circuit's order defies both law and logic’ and 
constituted an ‘unwarranted attack’ on President Bush's 
authority. Besides, Mr. Clement said, Mr. Padilla's lawyers 
hadn't objected to transferring their client. …  It is true that in 
an earlier filing with the 4th Circuit, Mr. Padilla's attorneys had 
indicated that they wouldn't object to the transfer because 
they could continue to challenge Mr. Padilla's designation as 
an enemy combatant. But last week they took a different tack. 
…  The battle of the briefs between the government and Mr. 
Padilla's lawyers turns on the proper interpretation of a 
federal court rule that says prisoners seeking a writ of habeas 
corpus -- as Mr. Padilla is doing -- ordinarily can't be 
transferred from one jailer to another. But the larger issue in 
the turf war between the 4th Circuit and the Bush 
administration is the same one raised in Mr. Padilla's original 
legal challenge: the scope of presidential power in the ‘war on 
terror.’” 

WPost Comments On Changing Government 
Tactics In The Padilla Case.  The Washington Post (1/2) 
editorializes, “Just when it appeared the case of accused 
enemy combatant Jose Padilla couldn't get any weirder, the 
two parties have switched sides.  In an emergency brief filed 
before the Supreme Court last week, the Justice Department 
asked the justices to step in and allow the government to 
transfer Mr. Padilla immediately from military to civilian 
custody so that he can face the criminal charges recently filed 
against him.  This is the same Justice Department that had 
been arguing for 3 1/2 years that Mr. Padilla could be held 
without charge on President Bush's order as an al Qaeda 
fighter - for much of that time without even having access to 
his lawyers. …  The government is now seeking to release 
Mr. Padilla from his legal limbo, and Mr. Padilla is objecting.” 

US Said To Be Underutilizing Arab, Muslim 
Community In War On Terror.  Randa Fahmy 
Hudome, former associate deputy energy secretary in the 
Bush administration, in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, A24, 2.11M) writes that while the US government “has 
focused on the vital national security challenges posed in the 
post-9/11 environment -- challenges in law enforcement, 
intelligence gathering and public diplomacy,” there is “an 
untapped resource in all 50 states that can provide insight into 
many of these challenges -- the American Arab and Muslim 
community.”  However, “they have been underutilized on the 
frontlines of the global war on terror.  While President Bush 
has appointed more Arab- and Muslim-Americans to senior 
positions than any previous administration, the rest of the 
government has been slow to follow his lead.”  Fahmy 
Hudome states, “The Department of State should create an 
Arab- and Muslim-American Advisory Board -- made up of 
experts who reflect the religious, ethnic and geographic 
diversity of the Middle East -- to advise the US government 
about issues, sensitivities, perceptions and misperceptions 
both here and abroad.” 

Administration Action On Hamadi Release 
Called Inadequate.  Ken Stethem, brother of US Navy 
Diver Robert Stethem, who was murdered during the 1985 
TWA hijacking, was asked on MSNBC’s Scarborough 
Country (1/2), why he wrote to the Bush Administration 
complaining about the release by German authorities of 
Mohammed Ali Hamadi, who was convicted of the murder.  
Stethem said, “We’re absolutely unsatisfied with the 
indifference and the action that they took upon Hamadi’s 
release. …  We've gotten two phone calls, one from Andrew 
Card, wishing us well and saying he's sorry.  And then we got 
one from [State Department Counterterrorism Coordinator] 
Ambassador [Henry] Crumpton…saying basically the same 
thing.”  Stethem went on to say he has not “heard anything” 
from Congress, “and it's unbelievable.”  When asked what the 
Administration’s response to his requests has been, Stethem 
said, “Nothing!  We've been trying to get meetings with 
Condoleezza Rice in the State Department, through the 
Justice Department since May.  And we've not been given the 
opportunity once. …  It's incredible, just incredible to see the 
president soliciting support for the war on terrorism, the same 
week that Hamadi is released and the Administration knew 
about his impending release while the president was 
preparing that speech.” 

PATRIOT ACT: 
White House To Step Up Defense Of Patriot 
Act, NSA Surveillance.  The Financial Times (1/3, 
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Daniel) reports the White House “will this week step up efforts 
to defend its policy on the Patriot Act as well as its 
controversial decision to conduct domestic surveillance on US 
citizens without a warrant from a judge, in the face of 
mounting concerns from civil liberties groups.”  President 
Bush “began the counter-offensive with a strong defence of 
his decision in 2001 to authorise the National Security Agency 
to eavesdrop on those suspected of links to al-Qaeda and of 
his legal authority to prosecute the war on terror.”  On 
Tuesday, Bush “will take part in a meeting on the Patriot Act, 
the anti-terrorism legislation that Congress failed to renew 
before the Christmas break.  On Wednesday he will make a 
statement on the ‘war on terror’ at the Pentagon.”  As “part of 
a co-ordinated approach, Dick Cheney, vice-president, will 
also give a speech about terrorism.” 

HOMELAND RESPONSE: 
Chertoff To Announce Changes To Homeland 
Security Grant Program.  Several media outlets this 
morning are reporting on the upcoming announcement of 
changes to the Urban Area Security Initiative.  The AP 
indicates that Secretary Chertoff has sought the changes, 
while the New York Times notes that he is prepared for some 
negative response.  The New York Times (1/3, Lipton, 1.19M) 
reports, “Facing cuts in antiterrorism financing, the 
Department of Homeland Security plans to announce today 
that it will evaluate new requests for money from an $800 
million aid program for cities based less on politics and more 
on assessments of where terrorists are likely to strike and 
potentially cause the greatest damage, department officials 
say.  The changes to the program, the Urban Area Security 
Initiative, are being driven in part by a reduction in the overall 
pool of money for antiterrorism efforts.”  Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff, who is to announce the shift, said 
in a speech last month that “the changes he was considering 
would require an acknowledgment that the nation could not 
protect itself against all risks.”  DHS officials “would not offer 
predictions of what the likely outcome would be in terms of 
how many cities would see their grants eliminated or cut 
significantly.”  Meanwhile, “Mr. Chertoff has made clear that 
he expects protests when the final grant awards are 
announced.” 

The Wall Street Journal/AP (1/3, A4) reports, “The 
change…addresses both the destruction and lack of 
preparedness seen during Hurricane Katrina.  It also 
reflects…Chertoff's efforts to give his department an all-
hazards mission -- even though it was created as a direct 
result of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.”  The AP notes, 
“Homeland Security spokesman Russ Knocke would not 
comment on which cities will be eligible for grants this year.”  

A longer version of the AP (1/2, Jordan) story noted, “Calls to 
city officials around the country and to the US Conference of 
Mayors for comment were not immediately returned.” 

Under the headline “More Cities Eligible For Urban 
Grants, USA Today (1/3, 2.31M) reported, “Homeland 
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff will announce today 
which cities will receive part of $765 million in annual Urban 
Area Security Initiative grants.  In past years, the grants have 
gone to the nation's 50 largest cities for terror-related security 
measures.  This year, cities that risk being hit by a natural 
disaster or health crisis also are eligible.” 

DHS Issues Manual On Correspondence For 
Employees.  In its “Verbatim” column, the Washington 
Post (1/3, A15, 744K) runs a portion of “a new manual for 
correspondence standards and procedures” sent out by Fred 
Schwien, the Department of Homeland Security's executive 
secretary.  The portion is headlined, “4.3 Statement of 
Lateness (Note: Not in use until on or about Feb 1, 2006),” 
and reads, “If a component response does not meet the five-
day deadline for returning correspondence to the ES, a 
statement of lateness is required. …  Workload and 
component priorities are not valid excuses.  As stated 
previously, for the DHS employee tasked with preparing an 
item for the Secretary or Deputy Secretary signature, there 
are few, if any, higher priorities.” 

Deadline Extended For Evacuees To Leave 
Hotels.  Federal officials have extended the deadline for 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees to check out of their government-
funded hotel rooms.  The AP (1/3, McGill) reports that the 
extension comes as the feds “iron out issues arising from a 
class-action lawsuit.  One issue: The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, which inherited the program from the 
American Red Cross, still does not have up-to-date records 
on the identities of evacuees in the hotel program or where 
they are staying, according to court papers filed last week by 
government lawyers.  Under a federal judge's ruling last 
month, FEMA is required to keep the hotel program running 
until Feb. 7. However, U.S. District Judge Stanwood Duval 
said FEMA could stop paying for hotel rooms beginning Jan. 
7 — Saturday — for evacuees who have been approved or 
disapproved for other FEMA housing aid, such as a trailer or 
rental assistance.  Now, the Jan. 7 date no longer holds, 
according to a flier being distributed to hotels in the program. 
It says: ‘The program will continue for all evacuees in all 
states until further notice pending the resolution of certain 
issues now in litigation.’” 

Residents Await Word On Neighborhood Hit 
By Katrina Oil Spill.  A front page story in the Wall 
Street Journal (1/3, McKay, 2.11M) reports that when the 
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levees that protected the Chalmette, Louisiana “gave way to 
Hurricane Katrina on Aug. 29, about 1,800 homes were 
inundated with floodwaters carrying nearly 1.1 million gallons 
of oil from a nearby refinery. Thick black crude seeped into 
homes and yards.  Officials sealed off the area. A private 
contractor hired by the refinery's owner, Murphy Oil Corp. of 
El Dorado, Ark., began cleaning up. But the crews left most 
homes and yards untouched for weeks until Murphy Oil could 
track down their scattered owners to seek permission to clean 
them, the oil company says. Four months after Katrina hit, oil 
remains in hundreds of homes and yards.  This heavily 
damaged community, which remains mostly abandoned, 
raises acute personal and public-policy questions: How can 
residents displaced by Katrina determine if it's safe to return 
to their homes, and when? And who ultimately should 
decide?”  The Journal notes that “neither federal nor state nor 
local officials have provided residents with any clear answers. 
Parish leaders and residents say they expected the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency to manage the cleanup 
process and determine when the neighborhood was safe. But 
the EPA says it's not up to it to decide whether the community 
should be resettled.” 

I-10 Repairs Cited As An Example For All Gulf 
Coast Rebuilding Projects.  The New York Times 
(1/3, Schwartz, 1.19M) reports that while the repair of the twin 
spans of Interstate 10 over Louisiana’s Lake Pontchartrain 
“has gone unusually right, coming in ahead of time and under 
budget. By cannibalizing one bridge to fix the other, and then 
using temporary steel spans to fix the first bridge, the State of 
Louisiana and the contractor were able to open one span in 
October and plan to have traffic flowing on the other as early 
as Jan. 6, nearly two weeks ahead of schedule.”  The Times 
adds that following Katrina, “one of the highest priorities was 
getting the Interstate open, and doing so quickly required 
creative thinking, dedication and no small amount of luck. …  
The work was financed by the Federal Highway 
Administration, which advised Louisiana on the project. 
Norman Y. Mineta, the federal transportation secretary, said 
through a spokeswoman that the project was ‘serving as a 
model for the kinds of efficiencies we should try to achieve in 
all gulf rebuilding projects.’” 

Local Gulf Coast Contractors Feel Cut Out Of 
Katrina Cleanup.  The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 7, 
Roberts) reported, “In the months since Hurricane Katrina hit, 
Federal agencies have poured billions of dollars into the 
battered gulf region.  But in Mississippi, Bill Whitaker heard 
complaints from local contractors who say few of those dollars 
have come their way.”  CBS (Whitaker) added, “Big players 
like Ashbritt of Pompano Beach, Florida, awarded a Federal 
contract worth $500 million and others like Bechtel and 

Halliburton subsidiary Kellog Brown and Root got contracts 
for tens of millions dollars more.”  Socrates Garrett:  “And the 
network of good old boys were already in place.”  Whitaker:  
“Socrates Garrett’s company is the biggest in Mississippi yet 
trucks and workers he has in place sit idle.”  Garrett:  “If we 
can’t work then you can bet that other smaller minority firms 
don’t even have a chance.”  Whitaker:  “Mississippi 
Congressman Thompson says his state’s businesses are 
suffering because FEMA and the Army Corps of Engineers 
and other Federal agencies responsible for cleanup are 
playing politics.”  Rep. Bennie Thompson:  “Those are the 
contracts that have gone to companies that were well 
connected, had the right lobbyists, contributed to the right 
party in power.”  Whitaker:  “Ashbritt says it wasn’t politics but 
hard work that won the contracts.”  Randal Perkins, Ashbritt:  
“At the end of the day if you’re not qualified and capable and 
ready to handle the challenge given to you you’re not getting 
the contract.”  Whitaker:  “He says most of Ashbritt’s 
subcontracts have gone to Mississippi companies, but 
Congressman Thompson says they’re getting the dregs, the 
little jobs and little of the Federal money.  Mississippi’s 
Republican governor agrees.”  Gov. Haley Barbour:  “We 
don’t think there’s a high enough percentage of the work 
going to local contractors.  There’s some, unquestionably, but 
we think there needs to be more.”  

Nagin Says New Orleans Could Take Three To 
Five Years To Regain Population.  The AP (1/2) 
reports, “New Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin yesterday said it 
could take three to five years to regain the city’s population of 
nearly half a million before Hurricane Katrina.  Mr. Nagin said 
on CBS’ Face the Nation that reopening several public and 
private schools this month would help raise New Orleans’ 
population to about 200,000, double the current level, as 
families returned with their children.  Shortages of suitable 
housing would limit further growth over the near term, he 
said.”   

Emergency Officials Include Animal Rescue In 
Emergency Plans.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, 
Wan) reports on the “merging field of disaster planning for 
pets, filled with doomsday scenarios, four-legged victims and 
people who love them.  For years, despite an estimated 69 
million U.S. households with a pet, animal advocates have 
been relegated to the fringes of emergency planning. After 
Katrina, however, and the sight of people in New Orleans 
refusing to evacuate and in some cases dying with their pets, 
emergency officials are starting to take animal rescue 
seriously.  By saving the pets, advocates said, owners can be 
saved as well.”  The Post adds, “The concept is as old as 
Noah’s Ark, but modern pet disaster planning didn’t truly 
begin, U.S. experts said, until after Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 
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When Andrew tore through South Florida, it killed more than 
100 animals in the Miami Metrozoo. Hundreds of others, 
including baboons, antelope and 500-pound Galapagos 
tortoises, wandered off through the rubble. Escaped horses 
drowned in canals. …  After Andrew, the federal government 
created Veterinary Medical Assistance Teams, to be 
deployed wherever animal-threatening disasters hit. The 1992 
hurricane also prompted the Humane Society to establish a 
department devoted to disaster planning and rescue.” 

Gulf Coast Seeing Puppy Boom Following 
Hurricane Katrina.  The Washington Post (1/3, A10, 
Reeves, 744K) reports on a boom in the birth of puppies in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina.  According to the Post, 
“Officials say more than 6,000 pets were saved in the region 
after Katrina came ashore Aug. 29, and many of them were 
relocated to new homes elsewhere in the country. An 
unknown number drowned in the floodwaters or died later of 
injuries.  But thousands of animals remain, and humane 
organizations are beginning to see the result of even small 
numbers of animals running loose for weeks in 
neighborhoods where fences were flattened and owners fled.’   

Charleston Post & Courier Lauds FBI’s 
Nuclear Monitoring.  The Charleston (SC) Post & 
Courier (1/3) editorializes, “A federal program to monitor 
radiation levels has quietly sought to defuse one of the 
greatest terror threats to the nation. Radiation surveillance 
seeks to diminish the likelihood that terrorists could set off a 
so-called "dirty bomb" containing radioactive material or, 
worse, detonate a nuclear explosive.” The P&C continues, 
“The program was recently reported on the Web site of U.S. 
News & World report, and confirmed by federal officials. It 
hasn't received the same media attention as electronic 
eavesdropping and other forms of domestic spying, though it 
has been criticized by some Muslim groups who feel they are 
being targeted.” The P&C adds, “Radioactivity monitors have 
been installed at a variety of public locations, including ports 
and subways since 9/11. There should be no reluctance to 
use passive monitoring as broadly as is warranted. …  
Monitoring potential sources of radioactivity by ‘sniffing the air’ 
clearly doesn't raise the same issues of privacy as 
wiretapping. Keeping radioactive material out of the hands of 
potential terrorists is essential to national security and public 
safety.” 

WAR NEWS: 
Shiites, Kurds May Drop Allawi From 
Coalition, Give Sunnis Role.  The Los Angeles 
Times (1/3, Daragahi, 958K) reports, “The victors in last 
month's parliamentary election indicated Monday that they 

were prepared to cut a secular politician backed by 
Washington out of the new government in favor of Iraq's main 
Sunni Arab slate.  The pro-Western politician, former interim 
Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, did poorly in the Dec. 15 balloting 
despite spending heavily on a sleek television campaign.”  
The Times adds that “the emerging political alliance lumps 
together Shiites, Kurds and Islamist Sunni Arabs — and 
excludes secular Iraqis, hard-core Sunni Arab nationalists and 
those sympathetic to the Baath Party of ex-dictator Saddam 
Hussein.” 

USA Today/AP (1/3) adds “Iraq's main Sunni Arab 
group made an unprecedented trip north to see Kurd leaders 
and agreed Monday for the first time on broad outlines for a 
coalition government.”  The move “opens a way out of the 
political turmoil that has gripped the country since disputed 
parliamentary elections Dec. 15.”  The agreement “struck by 
Kurdistan regional President Massoud Barzani and 
representatives of the main Sunni Arab group, the Iraqi 
Accordance Front, could lead to a broad-based government.”  
The Accordance Front “will be part of a future government,” 
said Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, “a Kurd who sat in on 
the meetings.” 

The New York Times (1/3, Oppel Jr., 1.19M) also 
reports on the “broad framework for a coalition government,” 
which “drew a rebuke from other Sunni Arab political leaders 
who accused the Sunni consensus party of violating an 
agreement to press ahead with claims of Sunni 
disenfranchisement during the vote on Dec. 15 and to not 
bargain on their own for a role in the new government.” 

Despite Poor Election Results, Chalabi Could Play 
Key Role.  Knight Ridder (1/3, Hannah, Youssef) reports, 
“Even though Ahmad Chalabi apparently lost badly in last 
month's parliamentary election here, the former Pentagon 
favorite is still likely to be a big player in the next Iraqi 
government.”  The Dec. 15 vote “went largely to ethnic and 
sectarian coalitions at the expense of secular slates, including 
his, preliminary returns indicate. That could leave him without 
a seat in parliament.”  Yet “the former exile who helped spur 
the US-led invasion by feeding false intelligence to 
Washington about Saddam Hussein's alleged weapons of 
mass destruction, and who returned to Iraq after Saddam's 
fall to craft himself into a political leader, still has more cards 
to play.  Characteristically, Chalabi, 61, could land on his feet 
in a high government post even though he failed to win even 
a minimum of votes from the Iraqi people.” 

Iraq Facing Fuel Crisis As Oil Minister Quits.  
NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “There 
are growing concerns tonight about an oil crisis in Iraq.  Fuel 
prices for Iraqi citizens are way up, supplies are growing 
scarce and new numbers out today show Iraq's oil exports hit 
their lowest levels since the war.  Today, Iraq's oil minister 
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quit.”  The AP (1/3, Juhi) adds “Iraq's exports of oil hit their 
lowest level in December since the war, as the country's oil 
minister resigned Monday in the wake of protests and riots 
over soaring gas prices and lengthening lines at the pump.  
Only 34.4 million barrels were exported in December, or 
about 1.1 million barrels per day,” which was “the lowest 
average since Iraq resumed exports after the U.S.-led 
invasion in March 2003, according to figures released 
Monday.”  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, Hernandez, 744K) 
also reports the story. 

Twelve Iraqis Killed In Insurgent Attacks.  NBC 
Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “At least 12 
people, including two children, were killed in violence today.  
In the worst incident, a suicide bomber rammed his car into a 
bus full of Iraqi policemen, killing seven and injuring 13.”  The 
CBS Evening News (1/02, story 7, 2:00, Schieffer) reported, 
“No American deaths were reported in Iraq today but 
insurgent violence killed at least a dozen Iraqis.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/3, Daragahi, 958K) reports 
the US military also “reported the deaths of four American 
civilian contractors involved in a motor vehicle accident on the 
Asad Air Base in western Iraq on Sunday.  Nineteen others, 
including a Marine, were also injured when their bus was 
struck by a 7-ton truck, the military said.” 

Iraqi Volunteer Buries Unclaimed Bodies Of Those 
Slain In Violence.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 7, 
2:00, Schieffer) reported on the “story of a remarkable man 
who has devoted himself to honoring the dead, no matter 
who they were.”  CBS (Alfonsi) added on Sheikh Jamal-al 
Sudani’s effort to bury the unclaimed bodies of about 250 of 
those killed in insurgent attacks.  Al-Sudani “and his group of 
volunteers aren't paid.  They do this grim job, they say, solely 
for God's rewards.”  The “group drives the bodies from 
Baghdad to Najaf through Iraq.  The final stop is the Valley 
Cemetery, a holy place because a number of prophets are 
buried there and a practical place because the loose soil 
makes it easy to bury so many bodies.  The bodies of Sunnis, 
Shiites, Muslims and Christians are all carefully washed and 
wrap.”  Terrorists “want to kill him because he cares for the 
victim of their suicide attacks others because he buries the 
suicide bombers but he is no stranger to threats.  He's been 
doing this work for 15 years.” 

Poll Finds Support Among Military For Bush 
Policies Drops To 60%.  Agence France-Presse (1/3) 
reports, “Support for President George W. Bush's Iraq policy 
has fallen among the US armed forces to just 54 percent from 
63 percent a year ago, according to a poll by the magazine 
group Military Times.  In its annual survey of the views of 
military personnel, the group reported on its website that 
support for Bush's overall policies dropped over the past year 

to 60 percent from 71 percent.”  AFP adds, “While still 
significantly more supportive of the president than the broad 
US population, the fall in support by military personnel tracks 
a similar decline in the president's popularity among the 
general public.” 

Murtha Says He Wouldn’t Join Military Today.  
Reuters (1/3) reports, “Rep. John Murtha, a key Democratic 
voice who favors pulling U.S. troops from Iraq, said in 
remarks airing on Monday that he would not join the US 
military today.  A decorated Vietnam combat veteran who 
retired as a colonel after 37 years in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
Murtha told ABC News' ‘Nightline’ program that Iraq 
‘absolutely’ was a wrong war for President George W. Bush 
to have launched.”  “Would you join (the military) today?,” he 
was asked in an interview taped on Friday.  He replied, “No.”  
The interviewer retorted, “And I think you're saying the 
average guy out there who's considering recruitment is 
justified in saying ‘I don't want to serve.’”  Said Murtha, 
“Exactly right.” 

On ABC News Nightline (1/2), Murtha said the 
Administration “got awful lot of bad information” about the 
situation in Iraq because “they don’t talk to Congress. … They 
don’t listen to people with experience.”  When asked if 
President Bush “doesn’t really know what’s going on” in Iraq, 
Murtha said, “Yes, that’s what happens.  The President 
mischaracterizes things because he gets bad information.”  In 
the run-up to the Gulf War, former President Bush “would get 
all kinds of criticism from Democrats and Republicans, and he 
would patiently listen to it, and then do what he thought was 
right.”  The American public “is way ahead of this president.  If 
they think they’re fooling the public with their rhetoric, they’re 
wrong.  You can’t operate that way in today’s world. …  The 
American people want to see a clear mission, they want to 
see an exit strategy.” 

Father Calls Son’s Death In Iraq “A Waste.”  Paul E. 
Schroeder, managing director of a trade development firm in 
Cleveland, writes in the Washington Post (1/3, A17, 744K), 
“Early on Aug. 3, 2005, we heard that 14 Marines had been 
killed in Haditha, Iraq.  Our son, Lance Cpl. Edward ‘Augie’ 
Schroeder II, was stationed there. At 10:45 a.m. two Marines 
showed up at our door.  After collecting himself for what was 
clearly painful duty, the lieutenant colonel said, ‘Your son is a 
true American hero.’ …  I am outraged at what I see as the 
cause of his death. For nearly three years, the Bush 
administration has pursued a policy that makes our troops 
sitting ducks.  While Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice told 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that our policy is to 
‘clear, hold and build’ Iraqi towns, there aren't enough troops 
to do that. …  Though it hurts, I believe that his death -- and 
that of the other Americans who have died in Iraq -- was a 
waste” if “Americans stop hiding behind flag-draped hero 
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masks and stop whispering their opposition to this war. Until 
then, the lives of other sons, daughters, husbands, wives, 
fathers and mothers may be wasted as well.  This is very 
painful to acknowledge, and I have to live with it.  So does 
President Bush.” 

Abizaid Optimistic About Turning Control Over 
To Iraqi Government.  USA Today (1/3, Komarow, 
2.31M) reports, “The top US general in the Iraq region says 
he is optimistic the United States will succeed this year in 
turning a substantial part of the country over to Iraqi 
government control, moving US forces into a backup role.  
The ability of Iraq's military to secure the country is a key 
condition for the eventual withdrawal of US forces.”  In an 
interview this weekend, Gen. John Abizaid, who “was on a 
short visit to Iraq, prodded his subordinates to turn control of 
their sectors over to Iraqi forces as soon as the Iraqis are 
ready. U.S. commanders must overcome their reluctance to 
turn over control to less-experienced Iraqi forces, Abizaid 
said.”  Said Abizaid, “Look, there is always a risk in taking a 
chance on the people that you've come to help. …  There's 
also a risk of condescension (where) you look at them and 
say, ‘They're not ready.’”  Abizaid, “head of US Central 
Command, declined to speculate on what American troop 
levels will be at the end of 2006.” 

Administration Boosts Peacekeeping, Post-War 
Capabilities.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, King Jr., Jaffe, 
2.11M) reports, “The difficulties of rebuilding Iraq after 
toppling Saddam Hussein have taught President Bush a 
painful lesson: Aftermaths can be tougher than wars.  Now 
the administration is trying to recalibrate the military and 
foreign service to better handle postwar developments in 
future conflicts.  For the first time, the Pentagon has declared 
that, along with battling foes, the ability to foster stability and 
reconstruction is one of its core missions.”  The Administration 
also “planted the seed for a corps of trained nation builders in 
2004 when it created an Office of the Coordinator for 
Reconstruction and Stabilization in the State Department. 
The 55-person shop is staffed largely by officials on loan from 
the Defense Department, the Central Intelligence Agency and 
other agencies. It tries to anticipate the next global hot spot -- 
be it Sudan or North Korea -- and prepares to deploy as the 
main US postwar coordinator wherever a need might arise.”  
However, “with finances tight, Congress isn't rushing to 
budget the money. One senior Pentagon official says he has 
heard objections from both Democrats and Republicans on 
Capitol Hill.  Their worry:  elevating the importance of nation-
building will, over time, divert funds from the nation's ability to 
wage all-out war and leave the military less prepared to 
counter an unexpected major threat from a country such as 
China. And legislators in both parties are wary of more Iraq-
style adventures.” 

Budget Request To Include No New Iraq 
Rebuilding Funds.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, 
Dreazen, 2.11M) reports, “The US and its key foreign allies 
are likely to fall short of their funding pledges to help rebuild 
Iraq, as violence in the war-torn country absorbs contributions 
and deters nations from making new ones. T he 
reconstruction shortfall may total one-third of promised funds, 
adding to the challenges for Iraq's next government.”  The 
White House and “some US lawmakers have made clear that 
this year they want Iraqi security forces to take the lead in 
combating the insurgency, laying the groundwork for a 
gradual US military withdrawal.”  The new year also “marks a 
turning point in the administration's goal to rebuild Iraq -- an 
effort that has had mixed success.”  The Journal adds, “The 
$18.4 billion US rebuilding program was established with a 
three-year term that expires in the fall, and lawmakers -- 
mindful of contractor overcharges, corruption and security 
issues that have surfaced -- have made clear that they are 
unwilling to authorize a follow-up program. The budget 
request for Fiscal Year 2007 that the White House sends 
Congress next month will include no new Iraq rebuilding 
money, according to an official familiar with the matter.  News 
that the White House won't seek Iraq reconstruction funds for 
fiscal 2007 was reported earlier by the Washington Post.” 

Book Claims CIA Ignored Information That Iraq 
Had No WMD.  The AP (1/3) reports, “A new book on the 
government's secret anti-terrorism operations describes how 
the CIA recruited an Iraqi-American anesthesiologist in 2002 
to obtain information from her brother, who was a figure in 
Saddam Hussein's nuclear program.”  Dr. Sawsan Alhaddad 
of Cleveland “made the dangerous trip to Iraq on the CIA's 
behalf.  The book said her brother was stunned by her 
questions about the nuclear program because -- he said -- it 
had been dead for a decade.”  New York Times reporter 
James Risen “uses the anecdote to illustrate how the CIA 
ignored information that Iraq no longer had weapons of mass 
destruction.  His book, ‘State of War:  The Secret History of 
the CIA and the Bush Administration’ describes secret 
operations of the Bush administration's war on terrorism.”   
The major revelation in the book “has already been the 
subject of extensive reporting by Risen's newspaper: the 
National Security Agency's eavesdropping of Americans' 
conversations without obtaining warrants from a special 
court.”  The book said Dr. Alhaddad “flew home in mid-
September 2002 and had a series of meetings with CIA 
analysts. She relayed her brother's information that there was 
no nuclear program.  A CIA operative later told Dr. 
Alhaddad's husband that the agency believed her brother 
was lying.” 

Clinton Administration Said Saddam Was 
Reconstituting His WMD.  In its “History Lessons” column, 
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the Washington Times (1/3, 90K) excerpts the State 
Department’s Daily Press Briefing of November 10, 1998 in 
which then-Assistant Secretary of State James Rubin said, 
“[T]his can't go on indefinitely; that if Saddam [Hussein] 
continues to block UNSCOM and we do not respond, he will 
be able to reconstitute his weapons of mass destruction in a 
matter of months, not a matter of years. This is a dangerous 
situation; this is why we have considered it a grave situation. 
If we fail to act, he will feel emboldened to threaten the region 
further, armed, possibly, with the most dangerous kinds of 
weapons.” 

Saddam Says He Prefers To Be Shot If 
Sentenced To Death.  The Washington Times (1/3, 
Martin, 90K) reports, “Saddam Hussein has told his lawyers 
that he wants to be shot by firing squad, not hanged, if 
sentenced to death during his murder trial, which resumes 
later this month in Baghdad.”  Saddam “maintains that he is 
still commander in chief of Iraq's armed forces -- and that a 
firing squad is ‘the right way’ to execute a military leader.” 

US Teen Returns Home From Winter Vacation 
Trip To Baghdad.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 11, 
1:50, Holt) reported 16-year-old Farris Hassan is “returned 
home last night from his ill-advised solo journey to Iraq.  And 
it's not just his mom who wants answers.”  NBC (Sanders) 
added, “Maybe it's a sign of the times when a 16-year-old tells 
his family he's more nervous about facing the US media than 
traveling to a war zone.  But he may have good reason after 
his arrival at Miami International Airport last night.  He 
certainly appeared self-assured late this afternoon.”  Farris 
Hassan:  “Yes.  Right now, I came back and I'm pretty tired 
and I'm preparing my statement this time.”  Sanders:  “Today, 
it was Farris' day off.  He says he'll talk the details about his 
trip tomorrow.”  Hassan “reportedly told selected friends he 
gone to Iraq to witness democracy in progress.  But after 
talking to the Associated Press there, the US Embassy told 
him he couldn't make any more statements.”  USA Today 
(1/3, Koch, 2.31M) and New York Times/AP (1/3), among 
others, also report the story. 

Magazine Notes Iraq War Game Staging 
Ground In Louisiana.  The Washington Post (1/3, C1, 
Carlson, 744K) reports Harper's magazine “has found a big, 
heartwarming silver lining inside that gloomy old Global War 
on Terrorism.  Here it is:  Our government has hired a bunch 
of poor souls who lost their arms and legs in accidents and 
has rigged them up with bags of fake blood so they can play 
wounded civilians in war games down at Fort Polk, La.”  
Cubic, “the defense contractor that produces these games, 
has also hired 250 Arabic-speaking immigrants at $220 a day 
as ‘Cultural Role Players’ in the war games.  They've also 

hired hundreds of local Louisianans to play random Arab 
civilians, plus ‘dozens of scriptwriters’ to come up with realistic 
scenarios for the war games.”  Wells Tower, “author of this 
jaw-droppingly bizarre article,” said, “The military spends an 
average of $9 million staging each 3 1/2 -week mission 
rehearsal exercise,” which “works out to about $117 million a 
year.”  That “doesn't include the $49 million spent constructing 
the state-of-the-art fake city of Suliyah, which contains 29 
buildings.” 

US Giving NATO, Allies Growing Role In 
Afghanistan.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Witte, 
744K) reports, “Four years into a mammoth reconstruction 
effort here that has been largely led, funded and secured by 
Americans, the United States is showing a growing 
willingness to cede those jobs to others.  The most dramatic 
example will come by this summer, when the US military 
officially hands over control of the volatile southern region -- 
plagued by persistent attacks from Islamic militias -- to an 
international force led by the NATO alliance.”  The United 
States “will cut its troop strength by 2,500, even though it is 
not clear how aggressively NATO troops will pursue 
insurgents, who have shown no sign of relenting.”  The Post 
ads, “At the same time, the U.S. government is increasingly 
allowing Western allies, or Afghans themselves, to take on 
the tasks of rebuilding a country that has suffered more than 
two decades of fighting and remains beset by poverty, drugs 
and insurgency.” 

Bush Awards Purple Hearts To Soldiers 
Wounded In Iraq.  The Houston Chronicle (1/2, Hedges) 
reports, “President Bush’s first official act of the new year was 
pinning Purple Hearts on US soldiers wounded in Iraq, a 
signal that for the White House, 2006 would be another year 
dominated by the war.”  The President “gave the military 
award to nine soldiers during a private session today with 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan and some family members 
at the Brooke Army Medical Center.”  The soldiers “were 
among more than 2,300 wounded service members treated 
there since the beginning of the two wars, and Bush took note 
of their plight as he restated his reasons for the unpopular 
Iraq war.”  Said Bush, “There’s horrible consequences to war 
-- that’s what you see in this building. …  On the other hand, 
we also see (soldiers) who say, ‘I’d like to go back in, Mr. 
President, what we’re doing is the right thing,’ because many 
of these troops understand that by defeating the enemy there, 
we don’t have to face them here. And they understand that by 
helping the country and the Middle East become a 
democracy, we are, in fact, laying the foundation for future 
peace.” 

The AP (1/2, Riechmann) says the President “boarded 
the Marine One presidential helicopter before dawn on his 
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ranch in Crawford and flew more than an hour to Randolph 
Air Force Base.  His motorcade drove to Brooke Army 
Medical Center, a 224-bed hospital at nearby Fort Sam 
Houston, to meet with about 50 injured members of various 
branches of the armed forces and their families.”  Said Bush, 
“This hospital is full of healers and compassionate people that 
care deeply about our men and women in uniform. …  It’s 
also full of courageous young soldiers and marines, airmen. 
I’m just overwhelmed by the great strength of character of not 
only those who have been wounded but of their loved ones 
as well.” 

Reuters (1/2) adds Bush “returned to Washington later 
in the day to tackle his agenda for 2006, another year in 
which the Iraq war is expected to be a dominating factor with 
critics calling for US troops to withdraw.”  The Los Angeles 
Times (1/2, Chen) also mentions Bush’s visit.   

As 2006 Begins, Bush’s Focus Is On Economy, 
Iraq, War On Terror.  According to the AP (1/2, Riechmann), 
President Bush is starting 2006 trumpeting upturns in the US 
economy, defending US actions in Iraq and challenging critics 
of his policies in the war on terror.  The AP adds, “White 
House officials hope this week sets the tone for its top 
priorities as Bush visits the Pentagon on Wednesday to 
discuss the war on terror and then flies to Chicago on Friday 
to try to convince Americans that the economy is on solid 
footing.”  On Sunday, Bush visited wounded US troops in San 
Antonio, and this week, he will use “the backdrop of the White 
House to meet with a bipartisan group of former secretaries of 
state and defense to discuss terrorism and Iraq and to 
surround himself with U.S. attorneys to pressure lawmakers 
to renew the Patriot Act.” 

Brownstein Compares Bush, Polk Presidencies.  
Ron Brownstein writes in the Los Angeles Times (1/2), “The 
president whom George W. Bush may resemble most is not 
his biological father, George H.W. Bush, or even Ronald 
Reagan, who often seems his ideological father, but James 
K. Polk, a dynamic and willful leader few discuss anymore. …  
Polk may be the only predecessor who matched Bush’s 
determination to drive massive change on a minute margin of 
victory. Polk won by fewer than 38,000 votes of 2.7 million 
cast. Over four tumultuous years, he pursued an ambitious, 
highly partisan agenda that offered little to those who had 
voted against him. Sound familiar? …  It’s worth considering 
Polk’s record not because Americans will take up arms 
against each other anytime soon — although you might never 
know that from listening to talk radio — but because it 
suggests that a president who slights the need to build 
national consensus can seed long-term problems that aren’t 
immediately apparent amid short-term successes.” 

Bush Will Not Ask Congress For Additional 
Iraq Reconstruction Funding.  The Washington Post 

(1/2, A1, Knickmeyer), in a front-page article, reports that the 
Bush administration “does not intend to seek any new funds 
for Iraq reconstruction in the budget request going before 
Congress in February, officials say.  The decision signals the 
winding down of an $18.4 billion US rebuilding effort in which 
roughly half of the money was eaten away by the insurgency, 
a buildup of Iraq’s criminal justice system and the 
investigation and trial of Saddam Hussein. …  US officials in 
Baghdad have made clear, other foreign donors and the 
fledgling Iraqi government will have to take up what 
authorities say is tens of billions of dollars of work yet to be 
done merely to bring reliable electricity, water and other 
services to Iraq’s 26 million people.” 

Army Officer Shows Off Baghdad Reconstruction 
Projects.  The Washington Post (1/2, A10, Knickmeyer) 
traveled around Baghdad with Maj. John Hudson of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers on a tour his “Prides and joys,” the 
many reconstruction projects going on in the city.  At “an 
Army Corps of Engineers office in the Green Zone -- the 
fortified site of much of the Iraqi government -- Hudson, in flak 
jacket and helmet, spread his hands lovingly on a map of 
Baghdad.  ‘Two youth centers. Two fire stations -- those are 
in some of your poorer neighborhoods. Baghdad highway 
patrol. A facility for the SWAT team. A new perimeter wall for 
Doura,’ a power plant in Baghdad's insurgency-ridden south. 
A checkpoint on a southern road into the city. An electrical 
substation. …  The projects are among 90 under his domain 
and among 3,600 projects in an $18.4 billion reconstruction 
package for Iraq due to peak, and be completed, this year.”  
The Post adds, “Hudson will return to Colorado Springs 
around March. Money for the U.S. reconstruction package 
here is scheduled to run out around the end of the year. 
International donors largely have not kept their pledges to 
pick up the tab for reconstruction. Iraqis have balked at the 
painful economic reforms necessary to win foreign loans to do 
the work. Insurgents want to destroy it all. Civil war would do 
the same.” 

DOJ: 
New Maryland US Attorney Restructures Staff, 
Targets Violent Crime.  The Baltimore Sun (1/2, 
Dolan) reports, “Maryland's top federal prosecutor is both 
expanding his office and reorganizing his staff to emphasize a 
commitment to fighting violent crime.” The Sun continues, 
“Maryland U.S. Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein said he would 
start this month by restructuring his criminal division. It's part 
of an effort, he said, to coordinate better with local and federal 
law enforcement agents. …  ‘I had a meeting with the FBI's 
public corruption unit, and there was a real question of where 
that responsibility lay in our office,’ Rosenstein said. ‘It's a 
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question of accountability.’ The Sun adds, “Starting this year, 
federal prosecutors handling criminal cases in Baltimore will 
be required to focus on either terrorism and national security, 
fraud and public corruption, violent crime, drugs or major 
crimes - a catch-all section including civil rights violations and 
child pornography. They'll be expected to stay in their 
subjects for at least two years, Rosenstein said. …  The 
division's managers have all been asked to reapply for their 
jobs, he added. …  Five months into the job, the moves come 
as Rosenstein has established a reputation as a genial and 
intense leader known for his thoroughness and his prolific e-
mails to his staff. …  James Wyda, the federal public 
defender for Maryland, praised Rosenstein for his new hires 
and complimented the quality of his staff. …  But Wyda also 
cautioned that Rosenstein is early in his tenure. He said 
Rosenstein would be judged, in part, on how he handles the 
substantial number of capital murder cases that have been 
transferred into the federal system in Maryland.” 

CORPORATE SCANDALS: 
Attorneys For CA Defendants Claim US 
Misusing Sarbanes-Oxley.  The Legal Times (1/2, 
Perrotta) reports, “Attorneys representing two former 
executives of Computer Associates, the Long Island, N.Y., 
company caught up in a massive accounting scandal, argued 
last week that federal prosecutors are misusing a criminal 
statute revised as part of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, possibly 
leading to severe prison sentences — up to 20 years — that 
were not intended by federal legislators.” The Times 
continues, “The dispute involves the prosecution of Sanjay 
Kumar, the former chairman and CEO of Computer 
Associates, and Stephen Richards, a former sales executive, 
on various fraud and obstruction charges. Federal 
prosecutors accuse both men of lying to the government and 
lying to their company’s outside counsel, Wachtell, Lipton, 
Rosen & Katz, which was conducting an internal investigation 
of the company’s accounting practices.” The Times adds, 
“Kumar and Richards are in a fight over the meaning of a 
federal criminal statute that was amended as part of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act. …  While defense attorneys argue that 
the SOX revisions have created a narrow statute that applies 
only to physical evidence, such as documents, the 
government contends it reaches beyond that to include any 
conduct that could obstruct an official proceeding.” 

Milberg Weiss Worried About Indicted 
Attorney’s Actions.  The California Recorder (1/3, 
Scheck) reports, “Nearly 12 years ago, an internal memo from 
the Southern California firm Best Best & Krieger expressed 
concerns that it was acting as a conduit for legally 

questionable payments from the plaintiff firm Milberg Weiss to 
Seymour Lazar, the lead plaintiff in dozens of securities class 
actions.” The Recorder continues, “The memo, filed in court 
by prosecutors last week, expresses particular worry about 
the Best firm recording payments from the firm then known as 
Milberg Weiss Bershad Hynes & Lerach to Lazar as firm 
income, which would then be secretly credited to Lazar for 
future legal services. …  ‘To us it just smells bad,’ the memo 
says, ‘and probably would to an investigator.’” The Recorder 
adds, “That concern came to fruition in June, when Lazar and 
his attorney, Paul Selzer -- a former partner at the Best firm -- 
were indicted by a Los Angeles federal grand jury for 
allegedly taking more than $2 million in illegal kickbacks from 
Milberg Weiss. …  The L.A. U.S. Attorney's Office has spent 
the past five years probing whether Milberg Weiss -- which 
split in 2004 when star partner William Lerach broke off to 
form his own San Diego-based firm -- paid illegal kickbacks to 
lead plaintiffs in class actions. …  After several years of 
investigation with few public developments, the Lazar and 
Selzer indictments were widely seen as an effort to force the 
two defendants to testify against Milberg Weiss and its 
partners. …  Prosecutors have also given immunity to at least 
two other former clients who say they received kickbacks from 
the firm via other attorneys. Lawyers familiar with the case 
say their allegations are similar to those detailed in the Lazar 
indictment.” 

NYTimes Bemoans Inflated Corporate 
Executive Pay.  The New York Times (1/2) editorializes, 
“It would be nice to see corporate America put more effort - 
and money - into quality control and fair living wages for 
workers and less into exorbitant pay packages and bonuses 
for corporate chieftains.  We remain hopeful.” 

CRIMINAL LAW: 
Abramoff Plea Bargain Could Be Announced 
Today.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 4, 2:30, 
Schieffer) reported, “In Washington, law enforcement sources 
told CBS News tonight that a plea bargain deal involving 
Washington lobbyist Jack Abramoff could be announced as 
early as tomorrow.  We are told that the deal could implicate 
lawmakers who allegedly took illegal gifts from him.  Abramoff 
has already been charged in connection with a corruption 
case in Florida.  His attorneys had no immediate comment.” 

Abramoff Under Pressure To Take Plea Deal.  With 
Abramoff under pressure from Federal authorities to accept a 
plea bargain, many Washington observers expect the 
arrangement would lead to the implication of several 
members of Congress.  ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 
5, 2:15, Harris) reported Federal officials are “investigating 
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what’s likely to be one of the biggest influence-pedaling 
scandals in history.  The potential that Abramoff is 
cooperating is making some people in Congress very 
nervous.  ABC’s Geoff Morrell has that story.”  ABC (Morrell) 
added prosecutors believe Abramoff “used that money to 
bribe members of Congress and are now pressuring him to 
name names.”  Melanie Sloan, former Federal prosecutor:  “I 
think people are going to be amazed when they learn the 
extent of the bribery that Jack Abramoff was involved with 
members of Congress.”  Morrell:  “Tonight, the only lawmaker 
known to be under scrutiny is Bob Ney of Ohio.  But several 
others are scrambling to distance themselves from Abramoff.  
Montana Sen. Conrad Burns, who raked in nearly $60,000 
from the disgraced lobbyist, now says ‘I hope Abramoff goes 
to jail and we never see him again.  I wish he had never been 
born.’”  Sloan:  “I think by the time this is over, this is going to 
be the biggest congressional scandal in history.” 

Abramoff Plea Would “Send Shockwaves Through 
Washington.”  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, Brush) 
reports that Abramoff is “reportedly close to cutting his own 
deal with federal investigators, a development that would 
send shock waves through Washington. Abramoff’s testimony 
could implicate lawmakers in a vast influence-peddling case, 
and those once friendly with the man known as ‘Casino Jack’ 
are now ducking for cover.”  Abramoff “is reportedly close to 
an agreement with prosecutors that might include cooperation 
with investigators looking into his lobbying tactics. A 
spokesman for Abramoff declined to comment.”  Lawmakers 
“are scrambling to return campaign contributions. According 
to the Center for Responsive Politics, 210 federal lawmakers 
have received donations to their campaigns or political action 
committees from either Abramoff or his clients, since 1999; 
most big recipients were Republicans. Republican Sen. 
Conrad Burns of Montana, who’s up for re-election this year, 
has returned $150,000, saying the donations ‘served to 
undermine the public’s confidence in its government.’ …  Sen. 
Max Baucus, a Montana Democrat, is returning roughly 
$19,000. Sen. Byron Dorgan, a North Dakota Democrat and 
ranking member of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, 
which is investigating Abramoff, is returning $67,000. Rep. 
Denny Rehberg, a Montana Republican, returned $18,000 to 
Indian tribes and donated to charity the $2,000 he received 
directly from Abramoff.” 

Congressional Hearings To Add Drama To Conflicts 
With White House.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, 
Chaddock, 61K) reports Congress “is gearing up for the most 
dramatic slate of hearings since the Clinton impeachment 
fracas.”  The “high-profile probes underscore efforts by 
Congress to reclaim power from a war-time White House.  
And they could reshape this fall's midterm elections.”  
Lawmakers “on both sides of the aisle set in motion an 
aggressive oversight agenda, ranging from secret prisons and 

the treatment of detainees under US control, to the 
president's authorization of domestic eavesdropping without a 
warrant.”  In addition, “more members of Congress find 
themselves under scrutiny,” as Abramoff “and his former 
associates work out plea agreements promising cooperation 
in a widening bribery investigation on Capitol Hill.  Former 
House majority leader Tom DeLay, meanwhile, will face 
charges of money laundering in court later this month.”  The 
“scrutiny on - and from - Congress is a sharp turnaround for a 
Republican-controlled body that came to power extolling 
ethics, and one that has been deferential to the Bush 
presidency about its conduct in the war on terrorism.”  A 
“major reason for the new posture on Capitol Hill is the 
willingness of GOP moderates to challenge the Bush 
administration's war policies.” 

Maryland Tech Firm Owner To Plead Guilty To 
Bribing DC School Officials.  The Legal Times (1/2, 
Kelley) reports, “The owner of a Maryland-based technology 
firm is expected to plead guilty this week to bribing District of 
Columbia Public School officials in exchange for contracts.” 
The Times continues, “On Dec. 7 the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the District of Columbia charged Charles Wiggins, the 
owner of Wiggins Telecommunications in Temple Hills, Md., 
with one felony count of bribing public officials. Within a week 
of being charged, Wiggins agreed to plead guilty and 
cooperate.” The Times adds, “Wiggins’ attorney, Sidney 
Friedman of Baltimore, says he is not authorized to comment 
on the deal reached with prosecutors. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Daniel Butler, who is handling the prosecution, could not be 
reached for comment. …  In charging documents, the 
prosecution alleges that from early 2001 through 2003, 
Wiggins doled out nearly $50,000 in bribes to a DCPS office 
manager and an elementary school principal. The two school 
officials, who so far are identified only as ‘Individual 1’ and 
‘Individual 2’ in court documents, allegedly gave Wiggins 
preferential treatment in exchange for receiving a cut of the 
profits generated by his DCPS contracts.” 

Prince George’s County Community No 
Longer Immune From Violence.  The Washington 
Post (1/3, Thomas-Lester) reports, “Three miles beyond the 
Capital Beltway, Woodmore South seems far removed from 
the violence and fear that has infested some Prince George's 
County neighborhoods. …  The upscale subdivision, with its 
rolling green lawns along wide and winding roads, reflects 
what draws many residents to the county: a chance for a 
classic suburban life in a community where most neighbors 
and political leaders are African American. …  But consider 
the past several months: In June, a Woodmore South boy 
was beaten at nearby Six Flags America, and a teenage girl 
was shot after leaving a neighborhood graduation party. At 
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one nearby shopping mall, a young man was beaten to death 
in early November. At another, a District man was shot Dec. 
10. Earlier that day, an argument at a popular restaurant led 
to a fatal shooting a few blocks away.” The Post continues, 
“The county and its incorporated cities recorded 173 
homicides in 2005 -- surpassing the record 154 set during the 
crack epidemic in 1991 -- and a car was stolen every half 
hour. Although most of the crime remains concentrated inside 
the Beltway, residents in such suburban enclaves as 
Mitchellville, Bowie and Fort Washington are going through 
an upheaval, psychic and otherwise. …  Some residents, who 
fled crime in the District a generation ago, are considering 
leaving Prince George's. Others, still drawn by the appeal of 
one of the nation's largest black, middle-class communities, 
are staying put -- but fortifying their homes and hiring off-duty 
police officers. …  Some have lost faith in a county police 
department stretched thin by rapid growth: In November, 
Bowie voters decided overwhelmingly to set up their own 
department, and College Park residents gave their City 
Council the option.” The Post notes, “Just as telling and 
troubling, the rise in crime has fueled perceptions among 
some middle-income residents that their low-income 
neighbors from the District or elsewhere in the county are 
preying on their prosperity.” 

Grant Seeking More FBI Agents To Fight 
Corruption In Chicago.  The Chicago Sun Times (1/2, 
Korecki) reports, “If you're a government employee or 
contractor and you thought last year was a bad time to be 
corrupt in Chicago, you better look out in 2006.  While the 
Chicago FBI just added a third public corruption squad in 
September to make the unit the largest in the country -- it still 
isn't enough.  FBI Special Agent in Charge Robert Grant said 
he and U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald have asked 
Washington, D.C., for more resources to help root out public 
fraud.  ‘We asked headquarters to give us more bodies,’ 
Grant told the Chicago Sun-Times. …  Though new 
corruption cases continue to hit the Dirksen federal 
courthouse at a brisk pace, ‘there are areas we want to 
explore that we haven't even gotten to yet,’ Grant said.”  The 
Sun Times notes, “Grant wouldn't say how many additional 
agents he's seeking. But he said he thinks Chicago has a 
good chance of getting the boost in manpower because 
public corruption has become a bureau priority nationally and 
‘they know we're doing such a good job here.’”  The AP (1/3) 
posts a truncated version of the Sun Times story. 

Ryan, Warner Expected To Take Stand.  The 
Chicago Sun Times (1/3, Korecki) reports, “In all, jurors have 
endured testimony from nearly 50 witnesses in the 13 weeks 
since George Ryan's public corruption trial began.  But there's 
still one person who could drastically reshape their 
impressions: the former governor himself.  And he may have 

that opportunity, because it seems likely that Ryan will take 
the stand in his own defense.  Lawyers representing Ryan 
and his co-defendant Lawrence Warner said last week they 
expect to put their clients on the stand after the prosecution 
rests this month.”  Ryan attorney Dan Webb and Warner 
lawyer Ed Genson “said they'll make a final decision when the 
prosecution rests, which is expected mid-month.  Neither 
would go into the tactical reasoning of doing something that 
defense lawyers typically avoid.  

Tennessee State Trooper Transferred For Own 
Safety After Helping FBI Probe.  The Knoxville 
News (1/2, Stambaugh) reports, “A Tennessee Highway 
Patrol trooper was recently transferred from Cocke County to 
keep him out of harm's way after his cooperation with the FBI 
was revealed during legal proceedings, court records show.”  
Trooper Kevin Kimbrough “is one of at least three local 
lawmen who have been secretly recording their conversations 
with other officers at the behest of federal and state 
authorities as part of a four-year probe into public corruption 
and organized crime.”  The News notes, “The probe has 
relied heavily on undercover officers, informants and wiretaps 
in Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia and Florida.  Thus far, 
seven Cocke County lawmen have been arrested, two illegal 
cockfighting compounds have been uncovered, two brothels 
have been shut down and more than 150 people have faced 
criminal charges.” 

Indicted Lawmakers Vow To Attend Ethics Special 
Session.  The AP (1/2) reports, “Two Tennessee Democratic 
senators facing federal bribery charges say they will attend a 
special session on ethics this month despite calls from 
Republican leaders that they not.”  Sens. Ward Crutchfield 
and Kathryn Bowers “are among five current or former 
lawmakers indicted on bribery and extortion charges in an FBI 
investigation that focused on a bogus company called E-
Cycle Management.”  Sen. Jim Bryson “has written a letter to 
both Crutchfield and Bowers urging them not to participate in 
the special session.  ‘What I hope not to do, but will do if I 
have to, is present a resolution to the Senate, urging them not 
to attend,’ Bryson said.”  The Tennessean (1/1, de la Cruz) 
notes, “Bowers supports many proposals in the ethics bill that 
will be the focal point of the session but does not like the ban 
on cash contributions, she said last week.  At the same time, 
cash transactions have been at the heart of the public 
corruption case.  A cash payment is what snared Bowers in 
the bribery sting.” 

Reform Provision Would Ban Cash Contributions.  
The Memphis Commercial Appeal (1/2, Locker) reports, “It 
was one of the eye-popping aspects of the FBI's ‘Tennessee 
Waltz’ bribery investigation: a handful of state legislators 
accepting hundreds of dollars in cash from undercover FBI 
agents posing as business executives.  The acceptance of 
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cash by some of the legislators was perfectly legal: It was 
properly disclosed as a campaign contribution on their 
campaign-finance reports, was within the $1,000 limit on 
individual contributions, and was not, they said, payment for 
legislative action. …  But campaign contributions in cash will 
be banned if the sweeping ethics reform bill legislators will 
consider in a special session starting Jan. 10 is approved.  
Contributions will be by check, money order or some form 
other than cash.” 

Chat Room Solicitation Leads To Kansas 
Man’s Arrested For Child Porn.  The AP (1/2) 
reports, “Law enforcement officers in two states used high-
tech tools to crack what they believe is the largest child porn 
case in Wichita history.”  Steven Craig Perrine “was charged 
last week with possession and distribution of child 
pornography after investigators said they searched his home 
and found more than 16,000 sexually explicit images 
involving children. …  Authorities said the case began Sept. 
9, when a Leetsdale, Pa., man visited an Internet chatroom 
and began talking to someone using the screen name 
‘Stevedragonslayer,’” who “asked if he wanted to see a ‘hot 
video,’ FBI Special Agent Rebecca Martin wrote in an 
affidavit.  The video showed naked girls who looked younger 
than 10 walking around a bathroom, Martin wrote.”  The 
Pennsylvania man, James Vanlandingham, reported the 
incident to state authorities; and, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
(12/31, Ayad, 261K) notes, “With only a screen name to aid 
his search,” Pennsylvania State Police Computer Crimes 
Task Force Officer Reginald Humbert “located IP 
addresses…with subpoenas of Yahoo! Inc. and Cox 
Communications Inc. that led FBI investigators and the 
Sedwick-Witchita County Exploited and Missing Child Unit 
straight to the two computers Mr. Perrine was using.” 

Detectives In DC Nightclub Slaying Probe 
Under Investigation.  The Washington Post (1/3, B1, 
Cauvin) reports, “The witness didn't know what to think. …  A 
few days earlier, she had seen a dying man dragged off the 
dance floor at a popular Northwest Washington nightclub. 
Now two homicide detectives wanted her to change her story, 
she said. Instead of saying that the man in the black shirt was 
stabbing the victim, she was told she should make it seem as 
though it was the man in the white shirt.” The Post continues, 
“So she did, she later testified. …  ‘I was confused,’ the 
witness said, ‘but I figured that it's their job. They know what 
they're doing. I guess they got it under control.’” The Post 
adds, “In fact, the investigation into the Feb. 13 death of 
Terrence Brown at Club U was about to spin out of control. 
The two detectives, hoping to pursue murder charges against 
a suspect, apparently wanted the woman -- and two other 
witnesses -- to revise their accounts to point to their suspect 

and reflect the medical examiner's conclusion that the 31-
year-old Brown died from a deep stab wound. Everything fell 
apart when prosecutors grew suspicious. …  Nearly a year 
later, Brown's killing remains unsolved, clouded and 
complicated by an investigation into the detectives' conduct. 
Recently filed documents in D.C. Superior Court provide the 
most complete picture yet of how the high-profile case was 
derailed. They depict the detectives as determined to close 
the case even though the evidence and witnesses' 
statements suggested that the suspect they had in their sights 
could not have inflicted the fatal wound. …  The theory didn't 
fly, and it was the two detectives, Erick Brown and Milagros 
Morales, who wound up in trouble. Brown, 40, was taken off 
the case almost immediately, and Morales, 41, was removed 
several days later. They have been stripped of their badges 
and guns and are under investigation by prosecutors and the 
police internal affairs unit.” The Post notes, “It is a remarkable 
turn for both. Brown, a police officer for 15 years, is a onetime 
homicide detective of the year, according to David Schertler, 
a defense attorney for both detectives, and law enforcement 
officials. Morales, a police officer for 20 years, was once an 
investigator for internal affairs, the unit that investigates police 
corruption, Schertler and the officials said. …  Schertler said 
they did nothing wrong. ‘The detectives strongly disagree with 
the characterization that they tried to pressure or coerce any 
witness into saying anything that wasn't true,’ he said.” 

Warner May Order New DNA Test In 1992 
Execution.  As his term nears its end, Virginia Gov. Mark 
Warner is facing a decision on whether to order DNA testing 
that could determine if Virginia executed an innocent man in 
1992.  The AP (1/3, Gelineau) reports, “If the tests show 
Roger Keith Coleman did not rape and murder his sister-in-
law in 1981, it would mark the first time in the United States 
an executed person is scientifically proven innocent, say 
death-penalty opponents, who are keenly aware that such a 
result could sway public opinion their way.”  Warner, who is 
seen as a likely presidential candidate in 2008, “hopes to 
finalize negotiations over how the test would be conducted 
before his term ends Jan. 14, said spokesman Kevin Hall.”  
Coleman’s attorneys “argued he didn't have time to commit 
the crime, that tests showed semen from two men was found 
inside Miss McCoy and that another man bragged about 
murdering her.” 

Executions, Death Sentences Becoming More Rare 
In The US.  The Washington Post (1/2, A11, Lane) reports, 
“As 2005 gives way to 2006, the death penalty remains a 
major item of business on the Supreme Court’s docket.  In 
addition to a steady flow of stay-of-execution applications, the 
court has four capital punishment cases to decide. …  Yet in 
one important sense, this activity is misleading: The justices 
may be busy with death penalty cases, but capital 
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punishment is on the wane in the United States.”  The Post 
notes, “In the year just completed, 60 convicted killers were 
executed. That is a drop of 39 percent from the recent peak 
of 98 in 1999. …  Perhaps more significant, death sentences 
are dwindling.  In 2005, there were 96 new death sentences, 
according to the center.  This is down 70 percent from 1996.” 

Tennessee Case Seen As First Test Of Roberts’ 
Influence On Death Penalty Cases.  The Los Angeles 
Times (1/2, Savage) reports, “The major death penalty case 
before the Supreme Court this year reads like a ‘whodunit,’ as 
one judge put it.  But if there is doubt about who did it, should 
the defendant be on death row? …  Though they might not 
solve the murder mystery, the case should give an early clue 
on whether the high court, now led by Chief Justice John G. 
Roberts Jr., is willing to overturn a death sentence if an 
inmate's guilt is in doubt.”  In the case from Tennessee, “The 
justices will now decide whether to make it easier to reopen 
old cases when new evidence — including DNA testing -- 
raises real doubts about the defendant's guilt.” 

DC Region Homicides Rose In 2005.  The 
Washington Post (1/2, A1, Klein) reports, “The Washington 
region saw a rise in bloodshed in 2005, largely fueled by a 
spike in slayings in the D.C. suburbs, most dramatically in 
Prince George's County. …  Across the region, there were 
466 homicides in 2005, compared with 420 in 2004 -- a rise of 
about 11 percent. About half of those slayings have been 
solved.  It was the first time the District has recorded fewer 
than 200 homicides in consecutive years since the mid-
1980s.  At the same time, the total in Prince George's climbed 
from 148 to 173, a grim record for the county.” 

WPost Calls Bush Record On Pardons 
“Dismal.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 
744K) says that although President Bush is “a big fan of 
presidential power,” he “still has not exercised his veto,” and 
he “prefers to forget that Article II of the Constitution gives him 
the ‘Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses 
against the United States.’ Mr. Bush, who famously proclaims 
himself a ‘compassionate conservative,’ has shown mercy 
fewer times than any president in recent history (though he 
has granted more pardons than President Bill Clinton had at 
the comparable point in his presidency). He has granted 
clemency less than a fifth the number of times of presidents 
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan or Gerald Ford, who served 
not even a full term in office.”  The Post adds that Bush’s 
record on pardons “dismal” and “a far cry from the manner in 
which the Framers of the Constitution envisioned the power.”   

CIVIL LAW: 
DC Appeals Court Institutes Mediation 
Program For Civil Appeals.  The Legal Times (1/2, 
Broida) reports, “In a continuing effort to reduce the backlog 
of cases at the D.C. Court of Appeals, the court has instituted 
a one-year appellate mediation program for civil appeals.” 
The Times continues, “Starting this week, all parties who are 
represented by counsel will be required to attend alternative 
dispute mediation sessions to see if their appeal can be 
settled without being brought before the court.” The Times 
adds, “The yearlong pilot program is an outgrowth of a similar 
limited mediation program that was successfully tried at the 
court this summer. …  Ed Schwab, head of the appellate 
division of the D.C. Attorney General’s Office, says his office 
had a positive experience with the program. He cited one 
case that was settled within three hours. ‘So we were quite 
happy,’ he says. …  But Schwab cautions that not every case 
can be settled, especially those that don’t involve money. In 
some cases, citizens will be seeking a remedy for a 
government action, and in cases like those, mediation may 
not work. Nevertheless, he says, ‘Anytime you can settle, I 
think it is a good idea.’” 

WPost Says Drug Safety Disputes Should Not 
Be Decided In Court.  An editorial in the Washington 
Post (1/2, A12) says, “The New England Journal of 
Medicine's recent retraction of a 2000 article that helped 
establish the popularity of Vioxx, the controversial painkiller, 
should give doctors, hospitals and journal authors reason to 
think harder about how drug safety information is processed. 
The retraction, published last month, stated that the article's 
authors -- including scientists in the employ of Merck & Co., 
which makes Vioxx -- knew in advance of publication that 20 
out of more than 2,000 patients taking part in a study of Vioxx 
suffered from heart attacks after taking the drug, not 17 as the 
article reported. They left out the information, they say, on the 
grounds that the three heart attacks in question occurred after 
the study had technically ended. But as a result, the level of 
heart attack risk associated with Vioxx appeared in the article 
to be slightly lower than it should have been.”  The revelation 
“raises legitimate questions about the relationship between 
scientists, who are often paid by drug companies, and 
medical journals, which should do a better job of stating 
authors' conflicts of interest. It should also lead doctors who 
prescribe drugs and are ultimately responsible for 
understanding their side effects to read such journals with 
greater skepticism.  It does not, however, alter our view that 
the courts are the wrong place to resolve disputes about drug 
safety. …  Scientific judgments about the risks and 
advantages of drugs are not black and white -- which is why 
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they are best made by scientists and by the regulatory 
agency that employs them, not by jurors through the lens of 
hindsight.” 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 
High Court To Hear Two Fourth Amendment 
Cases This Month.  The Supreme Court will hear two 
Fourth Amendment cases this month.  The Washington 
Times (1/2, Taylor) reports, “Hudson v. Michigan, which the 
justices will hear when the court reconvenes Jan. 9, questions 
whether police violated the Fourth Amendment ‘knock and 
announce rule’ when they burst into a suspected cocaine 
dealer’s home in Detroit.  The following week, the justices will 
consider rules pertaining to searches conducted with special 
‘anticipatory’ warrants, which become operative only after 
‘triggering events’ indicate probable cause.”   

District Of Columbia Activists Seek Approval 
For Gay Marriages.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, 
Weiss) reports, “The D.C. Council is considering measures 
that would amount to the greatest expansion of rights for 
same-sex couples in a decade.  But for some in the District’s 
large and influential gay community, the package of tax and 
inheritance benefits is perhaps most notable for what it is not: 
a move to legalize gay marriage. With Massachusetts having 
legalized gay marriage and other states coming close, some 
gay activists are saying that now is the time to push for full 
marriage rights in the District.”  The Post notes Sen. Sam 
Brownback “warned that the city would trigger a sharp 
backlash from Congress if it pursued gay marriage.” 

Democrats’ Approach To Religion Seen As 
Wrongheaded.  In an op-ed for the New York Times (1/2) 
Joseph Loconte, a research fellow in religion at the Heritage 
Foundation, writes, “Nancy Pelosi…sounded like an Old 
Testament prophet recently when she denounced the 
Republican budget for its ‘injustice and immorality’ and urged 
her colleagues to cast their no votes ‘as an act of worship’ 
during this religious season.  This, apparently, is what the 
Democrats had in mind when they vowed after President 
Bush’s re-election to reclaim religious voters for their party. …  
A look at the tactics and theology of the religious left, 
however, suggests that this is exactly what American politics 
does not need.  If Democrats give religious progressives a 
stronger voice, they’ll only replicate the misdeeds of the 
religious right.  For starters, we’ll see more attempts to draw a 
direct line from the Bible to a political agenda.” 

Many Counties Remain In Turmoil Over New 
Voting Technology.  The Los Angeles Times (1/3, 

Levey, 958K) reports that California and other states “are 
embroiled in a contentious debate over how voters should 
cast their ballots.” With “electronic machines under attack as 
unreliable and vulnerable to hackers, there is little consensus 
about what the new technology should look like.  That has left 
many counties nationwide in turmoil as they struggle with 
unproven technology while state regulations remain in flux 
and the federal government offers minimal guidance.”  The 
Times adds, “Congress in 2002 passed the Help America 
Vote Act, pledging nearly $4 billion to help states upgrade 
their voting systems. The same year, California passed its 
own $200-million bond for the same purpose.  The flood of 
money fueled a nationwide spending spree on high-tech 
machines that were expected to revolutionize vote counting.  
But the machines often have not proved as reliable as hoped.  
And while states and counties rushed to buy them, elections 
officials struggled to regulate how machines should record 
votes and safeguard results.” 

Voting Act Puts County Registrars In Bind.  The 
Sacramento Bee (1/2, Yamamura) reports, “Mikel Haas is 
running out of time and patience, but he says he'll give it one 
more month before he really starts to panic. …  With an April 
11 special election fast approaching, the San Diego County 
registrar of voters still doesn't have any California-certified 
machines to meet the requirements of the 2002 U.S. Help 
America Vote Act.” The Bee continues, “Most counties in 
California - and many across the country - officially fell out of 
compliance Sunday with rules mandating that election 
systems be accessible to voters with disabilities. But the San 
Diego County special election puts Haas at the head of the 
line when it comes to compliance. …  While the legal deadline 
has passed, Secretary of State Bruce McPherson has tried to 
assure county officials and voters that California will resolve 
its Help America Vote Act issues by the June primary, the first 
statewide election with federal races. …  But McPherson has 
not certified any new accessible voting machines since 
August, making some registrars nervous and others 
downright angry.” The Bee adds, “McPherson's 
spokeswoman, Jennifer Kerns, said that at least six election 
systems are ‘in the pipeline’ and that McPherson is confident 
multiple options will be available for the June primary. …  But 
registrars like Haas are torn. They say they respect 
McPherson's need to put controversial equipment through a 
battery of tests. But they also face the practical need of 
having to run an election in a matter of months.” 

Timing Of Evolution Sticker Petitions Still In 
Dispute.  The Fulton County (GA) Daily Report (1/2, Land) 
reports, “Federal appeals judges are still wrestling with factual 
inconsistencies over how a petition -- pushed by Marjorie 
Rogers, a self-described ‘six-day biblical creationist’ -- 
affected the Cobb County, Ga., school board's decision to 
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amend new science textbooks with stickers questioning the 
validity of evolution.” The Report continues, “A panel of the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last month heard the 
school board's appeal of a federal judge's 2005 decision that 
the stickers, which say that evolution is ‘a theory, not a fact,’ 
amounted to an unconstitutional endorsement of religion. 
Selman v. Cobb County School District, 390 F. Supp 2d 
1286. (The 11th Circuit case is No. 05-10341-1.) …  During 
the arguments, judges sounded highly skeptical of the ruling 
by U.S. District Judge Clarence Cooper. They also upbraided 
Jeffrey O. Bramlett, the lawyer for the plaintiffs challenging 
the stickers, for making statements about the timeline of the 
case that 11th Circuit Judge Edward E. Carnes called ‘just 
wrong.’” The Report adds, “Carnes demanded that Bramlett 
provide a written explanation of his assertions that the 
stickers had been placed in the textbooks as a result of 
Rogers' petition drive. … Bramlett's claims had been called 
into question by Cobb County's attorney, Ernest Linwood 
Gunn IV, whose brief said the petition had not been circulated 
until four months after the disclaimers were inserted into the 
books. …  On Dec. 22, a week after the argument, Bramlett 
filed a 127-page response that said there were two petitions -- 
one by Rogers, with more than 2,300 signatures delivered to 
the school board before the books were purchased, and a 
smaller petition delivered after the sticker plan was 
implemented. …  The day the 11th Circuit received Bramlett's 
response, the court issued a one-page letter to Gunn 
instructing him, by today, to provide ‘any evidence regarding 
the timing of any petitions that may have been filed with the 
School Board.’” 

Federal Workforce Trails Private Sector In 
Hiring Hispanics.  Under the headline, “Hispanics 
Underrepresented In The Federal Workforce,” the 
Washington Post (1/3, A16, Fears, 744K) reports, “Hispanics 
represent 7 percent of employees in federal government 
when the group's population is growing faster than all others. 
The five-percentage-point gap between Hispanics working in 
the public and private domains translates to thousands of jobs 
and billions of dollars in potential pay, according to a coalition 
of Hispanic federal employees.  The private sector tracks with 
the 13 percent of Hispanics in the general population, 40 
million people, not including an estimated 11 million 
undocumented workers living in the country illegally.”  The 
Post adds, “The consequences are felt nationwide, Hispanic 
advocates say. The government suffers from a shortage of 
Spanish-speaking workers who could help non-English 
speakers navigate Social Security and other federal 
documents. In the chaotic aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, the government discovered that it could not effectively 
communicate with displaced immigrants, legal and 
undocumented.” 

ANTITRUST: 
Columnist Predicts Mergers For Coming Year.  
In a column for New York Magazine (1/2), James Cramer 
writes, “The start of the year is a time for crystal-ball gazing. 
Sure, I could give you the standard fare, the typical Wall 
Street gibberish that you will hear in a virtual 24-hour loop for 
the next few weeks: untried Fed chairman, big-budget 
deficits, uncertain presidential leadership, a peak in real 
estate, an end to the interest-rate-tightening cycle. Know 
what? You know all that already. I’d rather tell you about 
some things that could happen that could make you some 
huge money in 2006. I can’t guarantee any of them will come 
to pass, but if they do, well, remember your friend Cramer 
tipped you to them.” Cramer continues, “Citigroup Will Merge 
With Goldman Sachs …  For the past few years, Citigroup 
has been in the doghouse with regulators. Now new honcho 
Chuck Prince, a buttoned-down lawyer, has eliminated the 
cowboys and stopped the culture of trying to sell anything to 
customers as long as it had a big fee. That may soon give 
him the green light to make an acquisition. Citigroup has been 
taking a huge backseat to other players as it gets its ethical 
house in order. An acquisition could make Citigroup dominant 
again worldwide.” Cramer adds, “Comcast Will Buy CBS …  
In 2004, when Comcast made its aborted offer for Disney—
something that Comcast actually thought that Disney wanted, 
when nothing could have been further from the truth—I 
figured that win or lose, Comcast would remain a key, if not 
the key, player in the distribution of television programming in 
this country. But Intel, Broadcom, Qualcomm, Apple, 
Microsoft, Texas Instruments, Motorola, Nokia, Dell, and 
Marvell Technology Group all have another agenda, which is 
to make a new device that makes your phone calls, gets you 
on the Internet (wirelessly), and downloads TV programming, 
sans commercials, when you want, on the channel you want 
it. Late in 2006, we’re bound to see one or more of these 
great tech companies unveil a product that will allow you to 
purchase, download, and watch anything that you want, from 
sports programs to movies to television shows to video 
games. The device will smash the current cable paradigm 
and will make all those stocks worth owning once again, as 
they were in the year just past.” Cramer continues, “Pfizer 
And Bristol-Myers Squibb Will Merge, And Merck Will Snap 
Up Schering-Plough …  My crystal ball sees no end to the 
turmoil afflicting the pharmaceutical industry. With the 
government as the biggest payer in the system, courtesy of 
the changes in Medicare, the drug companies will be forced 
to discount drugs well below where they thought they might 
have to. That combination of price squeeze and endless 
overhead will force Bristol-Myers and Pfizer to merge, and 
Merck and Schering-Plough will get together.” 
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Arizona Questions Competition Problems With 
Development Deal.  The Arizona Republic (1/2, 
Alltucker) reports, “State regulators want to scrutinize Cox 
Communications' role in arranging a special deal that 
effectively prevented rivals from seeking customers in a 
massive new-home development in Peoria.” The Republic 
continues, “A new report by the Arizona Corporation 
Commission suggests there is "clear and convincing 
evidence" that in December 2003 a deal was struck between 
Cox Communications and a private developer to curb 
competition for phone, cable and high-speed Internet services 
at the 17,000-home Vistancia community. …  The 
Corporation Commission wants to hold a public hearing to 
examine the deal and discuss potential fines against Cox.” 
The Republic adds, “Although the arrangement was proposed 
by the developer, Shea Sunbelt, state regulators said Cox 
was an "active participant," with 15 employees helping write 
and revise terms of the deal. …  The arrangement came to 
light after a tiny telephone company, Accipiter 
Communications, filed a complaint with state regulators 
alleging it was shut out of Vistancia. The arrangement also 
triggered an investigation by the federal Department of 
Justice's antitrust division.” 

Columnist Decries Government-Sanctioned 
Monopolies.  In a column for the Orange County Register 
(1/2), Tibor R. Machan writes, “In Silverado Canyon, there is a 
tiny post office where each weekday we pick up our mail. One 
or two of the people who work there are, unfortunately, quite 
often absent because of illness or something else and, more 
often than not, the mail now doesn't get distributed until late in 
the afternoon. The Postal Service says they have to have the 
mail out by 5 p.m. but it used to be in our boxes by 10:30 a.m. 
or even earlier, until recently. …  OK, so there has been more 
mail this time of year, but here is how that eventuality should 
play out. The post office should either hire more people so the 
mail gets out earlier or an alternative mail service should 
appear on the scene and offer competing first-class delivery 
service.” Machan continues, “That latter alternative, of course, 
is illegal. Competition in first-class mail delivery is against the 
law, nevermind the demand. Accordingly, the post office can 
keep being later and later with mail distribution and does not 
have to hire any extra help since no one's about to come in 
and take the business from them. …  This is but one of the 
relatively innocuous results of the monopoly in first-class mail 
service. Other monopolies are far more insidious. Take the 
New York Metropolitan Transit Authority, which last month 
was struck by the public-employee union to which all its 
workers belong. …  ” When there's a strike in a free market, 
people often have other vendors from whom they can receive 
service. There is usually competition, so that if Chrysler's 
autoworkers go on strike, there are Ford, Toyota, General 

Motors and other carmakers still in business.” Machan adds, 
“Just why the American public is mostly passive about the 
many monopolies protected or operated by government is a 
mystery to me - one reason might be is that the government 
schools do not explain in their economics classes just how 
unnecessary and unjust such monopolies are, seeing that the 
schools themselves are a case in point. But perhaps with 
some voices making a bit of noise about the situation others 
will catch on and in time we can get a system in which my 
little post office would either shape up or find itself competing 
with an alternative mail-delivery agency.” 

Homeowners’ Web Site In Wisconsin 
Competes With Realtors.  The New York Times (1/3, 
Bailey) reports, “Across the country, the National Association 
of Realtors and the 6 percent commission that most of its 
members charge to sell a house are under assault by 
government officials, consumer advocates, lawyers and 
ambitious entrepreneurs. But the most effective challenge so 
far emanates from a spare bedroom in the modest home here 
of Christie Miller.” The Times continues, “Ms. Miller, 38, a 
former social worker who favors fuzzy slippers, and her 
cousin, Mary Clare Murphy, 51, operate what real estate 
professionals believe to be the largest for-sale-by-owner Web 
site in the country.” The Times adds, “They have turned 
Madison, a city of 208,000 known for its liberal politics, into 
one of the most active for-sale-by-owner markets in the 
country. And their success suggests that, in challenging the 
Realtor association's dominance of home sales, they may 
have hit on a winning formula that has eluded many other 
upstarts. Their site, FsboMadison.com (pronounced FIZZ-
boh) holds a nearly 20 percent share of the Dane County 
market for residential real estate listings. …  The site, which 
charges just $150 to list a home and throws in a teal blue 
yard sign, draws more Internet traffic than the traditional 
multiple listing service controlled by real estate agents.” The 
Times notes, “Madison is home to the University of Wisconsin 
and a city where the percentage of residents who graduated 
from college is twice the national level. It is also a hotbed of 
antibusiness sentiment, which turns out to be the perfect 
place for a free-market real estate revolution. Bucking the 
system is a civic pastime here. …  Elsewhere, the Justice 
Department, free-market scholars, plaintiffs' lawyers and 
countless entrepreneurs are vowing to make real estate more 
competitive and to bring down sales commissions. To do that, 
they advocate forcing the Realtors' association to share 
control of its established listing services. Those critics seem to 
view the listings as an unassailable monopoly. …  And who 
can blame them? Those 800-plus local listing services, 
controlled by local branches of the Realtors' association, help 
dole out about $60 billion a year in commissions to real estate 
agents and the firms that employ them. Despite numerous 
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attacks, the association has been remarkably successful to 
date at protecting its turf. Through lobbying, litigation and 
legislation, the Realtors' group has managed to keep control 
of the crucial listings.” 

Unlikely Alliance Develops Between Rivals 
Sony, Samsung.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Dvorak, 
Ramstad) reports, “For years, Samsung Electronics Co.'s key 
mission was to unseat rival Sony Corp. as the world's top 
electronics maker. Long seen as a South Korean underdog, 
Samsung has in the past few years surpassed its Japanese 
rival in market capitalization, revenue and profits. In television 
sets, Sony's traditional stronghold, Samsung now jockeys 
with Sony and a handful of top players for the No. 1 share of 
sales globally.” The Journal continues, “But the relationship 
between Sony's Hiroshi Murayama and Samsung's Jang Insik 
tells a different story. The two engineers symbolize how the 
two companies have increasingly come to depend on each 
other since 2003. That's when Sony, looking for a source of 
panels for its new flat-panel TV line, asked to become a 
partner in a $2 billion factory Samsung was building to 
produce liquid-crystal displays.” The Journal adds, “Messrs. 
Jang and Murayama phone each other from their bases in 
South Korea and Japan respectively several times a day and 
visit in person every month to discuss how to make better 
panels. Mr. Murayama persuaded Mr. Jang and his bosses to 
speed their development of key technologies, and Samsung 
let Mr. Murayama use some of those technologies in Sony's 
TV panels even before its own products. Sony's TVs that use 
those new panels ended up outselling Samsung's LCD sets 
by more than three to one this fall in major U.S. retailers. …  
But Samsung is still keen to work with Sony because it's 
getting a crash course in how to improve LCD panels, which it 
had mostly used in computer monitors and cellphones, in the 
important TV segment. …  The unlikely alliance shows just 
how tangled the connections have become between 
consumer-electronics companies as competition in the 
industry intensifies. …  The same trend is happening across 
Asian electronics makers, which have traditionally prided 
themselves on doing as much as they could in-house, from 
the design of their gadgets to the technology that goes into 
them.” 

ENVIRONMENT/INDIAN AFFAIRS: 
Health Officials Note Progress In Preparations 
For Bird Flu Epidemic.  Health officials said yesterday 
that the US is making progress in preparing for a bird flu 
epidemic.  This includes measures to close schools and 
quarantine the sick.  However, the AP (1/2, Yen) reports that 
vaccine supplies remain inadequate.  Julie Gerberding, 

director of the national Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said on CBS’ Face the Nation, “We’ve got a lot of 
work to do.”  Citing “‘bottlenecks’ in vaccine production and 
the delivery of health care if there’s an outbreak,” Gerberding 
added, “We’ve got to get more and better anti-viral drugs. And 
we’ve got to have every single link in our public health system 
as strong as it can be so it can detect this problem.”  The AP 
adds, “Health and Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt, 
appearing on CNN’s ‘Late Edition,’ praised the money 
approved by Congress as a good step that will fund one year 
of preparedness efforts.  Still, he said the U.S. is not ready, 
saying additional money is needed to ensure there would be 
enough vaccine supplies for all Americans within six months 
of an initial outbreak. State and local governments also need 
to step up efforts, Leavitt said.” 

Gerberding said on CBS’ Face the Nation (1/1, 
Schieffer) she does not know whether “it is just a matter of 
time” before Avian flu appears in the US, but “we’ve got to 
take the steps now to get prepared for that.”  She added, 
“Frankly, we’re not as prepared as we need to be.  We’re 
certainly doing more today than we were even two years ago 
so we’re making fast progress.  But we’ve got a lot of work to 
do.  We’ve got to get a vaccine supply that we can count on.  
We’ve got to get more and better anti- viral drugs.” 

Leavitt Says US Still Has Work To Do.  HHS 
Secretary Michael Leavitt said on CNN’s Late Edition (1/1, 
Blitzer) that the avian flu virus “continues to spread in wild 
birds across the world.  There is no reason to believe that at 
some point it will stop.  That means that ultimately it would 
find its way to the United States.  We need to be prepared. …  
We are not as prepared as we aspire to be. We have a great 
deal of work to do.” 

Plan To Change Toxic Release Reporting 
Requirements Draws Fire.  The Washington Post 
(1/3, D1, Skrzycki, 744K) reports in its “The Regulators” 
column, “Opposition is growing to a Bush administration plan 
to change the reporting requirements of” the Toxic Release 
Inventory, the “highly successful public information program 
that collects data annually on releases of toxic chemicals.”  
The inventory “has been a roadmap for individuals and 
community groups interested in pinpointing where the 
country's most-polluting facilities are located.”  The business 
community has pushed “over the past decade to reduce the 
‘burden’ of having to fill out a five-page form for each 
chemical they use every year. This form includes detailed 
information on the quantity of the chemical, how it is made 
and processed, and how much of it is released.  After 
considering several options, the [EPA] in October proposed 
changes that would allow more companies to file a shorter 
report, known as Form A, which contains less information 
about their use of toxic chemicals.”  The EPA “dropped 
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another bombshell at the same time, telling Congress that it is 
thinking about eliminating annual filing in favor of every other 
year. …  The twin ideas prompted outrage from 
environmental and public-interest groups.”  The Post adds, 
“Environmental and community groups, in particular, consider 
the reporting program a great success. And it has become 
even more useful since the agency has required reports on 
more chemicals and from more industrial sectors, including 
mining and electrical utilities.” 

Other States Adopting California’s Strict 
Greenhouse Gas Rules.  The Washington Post (1/3, 
D1, Freeman, 744K) reports, “On Friday, Massachusetts 
joined Oregon, Connecticut and five other states in adopting 
California's tough greenhouse gas rules, which limit the 
amount of carbon dioxide and other gases that can be 
emitted from vehicle tailpipes. These new rules would 
supplement federal exhaust pollutant standards already in 
place. Two other states are in the process of adopting the 
rules.  The carbon dioxide regulations are so strict, the auto 
industry argues, that they would cause extensive design 
changes to new vehicles, driving up prices and crippling new-
car sales. Every major automaker that sells vehicles in the 
United States is suing to have the new rules overturned, even 
as states on the West Coast and in the Northeast are moving 
quickly to adopt them.”  The California rule “requires a 30 
percent reduction in greenhouse gases by 2016. The rules 
are one element of a wider trend of states enacting their own 
energy policies to govern auto and factory emissions and 
appliance energy efficiency, updating older federal rules or 
writing new rules where none exist.” 

Novak Praises Romney Decision To Pull Out 
Of RGGI.  Robert Novak (1/2) writes in his syndicated 
column, “Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney on Dec. 16 made 
a significant move that will benefit the pocketbooks of his 
state’s consumers and perhaps boost his own Republican 
presidential prospects. He pulled Massachusetts out of the 
compact of Northeastern states requiring a reduction in power 
plant emissions of carbon dioxide.  The Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative (RGGI) would cut the emissions by 10 percent 
by 2019, forcing up electricity prices because of greater 
dependence on increasingly expensive natural gas. …  The 
defection of Romney, originally inclined to support RGGI, 
represents a major setback for the Greens.”  Novak adds, 
“Green pressure can lead politicians to make promises that 
they would regret. …  It appears Mitt Romney will avoid that 
pitfall on his long uphill climb to the White House.” 

Government Seeks To Remove Grizzly Bears 
From Endangered List.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 
12, 2:20, Seigenthaler) reported, “The Federal Government 

has declared grizzly bears in Yellowstone recovered, clearing 
the way to remove it from the endangered list.”  NBC (O’Neil) 
added, “By 1975 it was clear the grizzlies needed to be put on 
the endangered species list.”  Biologist Kerry Gunther:  
“We’ve gone from a population of less than 200 to a 
population of 600 and increasing population.  It’s a great 
success story.”  O’Neil:  “A sorely needed victory for the act 
which some in Washington want to water down.  The grizzly 
is only on of a handful to ever be declared recovered.” 

Texas, Oklahoma Continue To Be Plagued By 
Wildfires.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 2, 2:30, 
Schieffer) reported, “The fires in Texas and Oklahoma now 
spreading to New Mexico are being fueled by the worst 
drought in decades.  The fires killed four people last week 
and searchers were set to look for any victims from two small 
towns in Texas that burned last night.  Since early November, 
the Oklahoma fires have destroyed some 200 buildings and 
at least 270,000 acres.”  CBS (Cowan) added, “Nearly 100 
more homes were lost to flames that burned into the wee 
hours of the morning.  Some communities like Ringgold near 
the Texas-Oklahoma border were erased.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 5, 1:50, Teague) 
reported, “Fire crews have spent more than a week battling 
grass fires that have raged across Oklahoma, Texas, and 
New Mexico and burned again today.  Nearly 300,000 acres 
have been scorched so far and more than 400 homes.  The 
weather simply won't give fire crews a break.”  The AP (1/3, 
Flynn) runs a similar report. 

Damage From California Flooding Now In 
Hundreds Of Millions Of Dollars.  The CBS 
Evening News (1/02, story 3, 2:30, Schieffer) reported, “Back-
to-back storms drenched California and caused an estimated 
$100 million in flood damage.  Most of it is the result of rivers 
that have spilled out of their banks in Northern California.  
Now the storms are threatening the southern part of the 
state.”  CBS (Hughes) added, “The pounding rain was too 
much for vulnerable hillsides above Los Angeles, burned bare 
by this year's wild fires.  Rescue workers were watching for 
any sign that nearby residents needed to pack up and run 
from the hills.  The second wave of storms to hit this weekend 
is swamping parts of Southern California.  Up to four inches 
of rain is expected in the valleys and eight in some mountain 
areas.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 4, 2:20, Lewis) reported, 
“In California's wine country, where hundreds of homes and 
businesses are flooded out, they're just beginning to assess 
the damage, estimated in the hundreds of millions of dollars.”  
In Pasadena, “there were plenty of raindrops on roses at 
117th annual Rose parade.  Defying the elements, the USC 
marching band wore plastic ponchos and sunglasses.  As a 
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smaller-than-usual crowd of spectators watched.”  Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger has “issued a state of emergency in 
seven California counties most adversely affected by the 
storm.” 

Cato Fellows Argue Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve Should Be Scrapped.  Jerry Taylor and 
Peter Van Doren, senior fellows at the Cato Institute, write in 
the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “The rise in fuel prices that 
followed Hurricanes Katrina and Rita has prompted many 
members of Congress to call for new and expanded federal 
reserves of crude oil, diesel fuel, home heating oil, jet fuel and 
propane. Proponents of stockpiling claim that if the 
government were to hoard those commodities when prices 
were low, it could unleash them on the market when supplies 
are tight, thus dampening price increases and stabilizing the 
market.  But the experience in this country with the strategic 
petroleum reserve strongly suggests that such government-
managed stockpiles are a waste of taxpayers' money. Rather 
than increasing the stockpile, the reserve should be emptied 
and closed.”  Economists “agree that every barrel of oil we put 
in the public reserve displaces oil that might otherwise have 
gone into private inventories. How much displacement occurs 
is unclear, but there is little doubt that it's significant.  If the 
reserve is thought of as an insurance policy against high 
prices, the cost of the policy has been more expensive than 
the dangers the stockpile is meant to prevent. Americans 
should resist the drive to expand public stockpiles. Instead, 
we should sell while the selling is good.” 

Opponents Of ICC Said To Have Little To 
Stand On.  The Washington Post (1/2) editorializes, “With 
a key federal approval expected soon for the proposed 
intercounty connector -- the east-west toll highway that would 
transverse Maryland suburbs -- the road's opponents are 
mounting an eleventh-hour anti-ICC campaign.  Having failed 
over the years to sway the traffic-weary public with other 
arguments (environmental impact, cost, effect on traffic), the 
foes are focusing on how much the road will cost to use.  
This, too, is a losing argument.” 

Loyal Mdewakanton Tribe Wins Court Battle 
Over Minnesota Land.  Indian Country Today (1/3, 
Melmer) reports, “Membership in a Dakota tribe is expected 
to more than double after an accurate list of lineal 
descendants of the Loyalist Mdewakanton is complied and 
verified, as ordered by a federal court.” ICT continues, “U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims Judge Charles Lettow has denied a 
U.S. Justice Department motion to reconsider his earlier 
ruling that gave the descendants of the Loyalist 
Mdewakanton rights to land in Minnesota. …  Lettow also 
ruled that the federal government breached its trust 

obligations to the Loyalist Mdewakantons and their 
descendants when in a 1980 congressional act it put the land 
into trust for three federally recognized Dakota communities - 
Prairie Island, Shakopee and Lower Sioux. That act violated 
an 1886 contract signed by Mdewakanton leader John 
Bluestone, which gave that land to the Mdewakanton who 
were descendants of those who pledged loyalty to the United 
States in 1862. …  Previously the land was either assigned to 
individual loyalists or leased, with the proceeds from the lease 
paid to the loyalists.” ICT adds, “The loyalists want the land 
returned to them and Mdewakanton tribal membership, with 
full political power, restored. Lease revenues that were given 
to groups other than the loyalist's lineal descendants 
constitutes a breach of the contractual agreement by the 
federal government, the plaintiffs argued. Today's lineal 
descendants want compensation for the lost revenues. …  
Lettow's latest decision rejected the federal government's 
claim that it didn't mismanage the trust on behalf of the lineal 
descendants. He also rejected the argument that the 1886 
contract did not authorize a trust responsibility to the loyalists. 
… Lettow ordered the government to perform an accounting 
to determine the size of financial compensation that is owed 
the loyalists' descendants.” 

Navajos Try To Stop Arizona Uranium Rush.  
The Arizona Republic (1/3, Shaffer) reports, “The price of 
uranium has tripled in the past two years, bringing with it the 
possibility of another uranium rush in Arizona, the state with 
the richest deposits of the ore and, along with New Mexico, 
the worst legacy associated with its mining.” The Republic 
continues, “Last year, 700 mining claims were filed and 100 
test holes were bored into the wild, remote high desert in 
northern Arizona. …  Scott Florence, director of the Bureau of 
Land Management's Arizona Strip district in St. George, Utah, 
said those numbers are significantly higher than any year 
since the frenzy of the 1980s. …  ‘Finding the right mine site 
is a real art. But it seems like everyone and their mother is 
trying now,’ he said.” The Republic adds, “Secondary supplies 
of uranium on the world market have virtually dried up, and 
China, India and Japan are clamoring for uranium for their 
burgeoning domestic nuclear-power industries. Uranium now 
fetches $36 a pound on the spot market. Four years ago, it 
was going for just over $7 a pound. …  But not everyone is 
happy about the search for new mine sites. Navajo Nation 
President Joe Shirley Jr., stirred to action by the memory of 
how dangerous uranium mining can be, issued an executive 
order in November banning negotiations with uranium 
companies or uranium exploration on the three-state Navajo 
Nation, which was engulfed by a public health tragedy after 
the first wave of uranium mining began on its reservation in 
the 1950s. Dozens of premature deaths of Navajo miners and 
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passed-on genetic defects have been attributed to uranium 
exposure.” 

FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS: 
FBI Photographer Sues Over Mistreatment 
Due To Tourette’s Syndrome.  The Legal Times 
(1/2, Kelley) reports, “As a photographer for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Jeffrey Bell was frequently tapped to 
work on high-profile cases. Between 1991 and 2000 he was 
deployed throughout the United States and abroad to 
photograph matters involving terrorism, forensics, 
counterintelligence, and emergency response. …  But 
according to a lawsuit Bell, a 43-year-old with Tourette’s 
syndrome, filed recently in the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia, all that changed after an incident 
stemming from his disorder led to retaliation from his 
employer. Bell’s trial is expected to start this week.” The 
Times continues, “Court papers filed by Bell’s attorney, Edith 
Marshall of Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville, state that Bell was 
taking a new medication to control his Tourette’s when he 
became involved in a verbal altercation with a co-worker. Bell 
explained that the outburst was a side effect of his medicine, 
but he claims he was treated differently from that point on 
because of his Tourette’s, a neurological disorder that can 
cause involuntary tics and vocalizations as well as obsessive-
compulsive tendencies and hyperactivity.” The Times adds, 
“Bell alleges that because of his Tourette’s he was regarded 
as a ‘problem personality’ and often blamed for any 
workplace conflict that occurred.” 

Doctors Said To Fear DEA Action When 
Prescribing Pain Medications.  In an story titled 
“Painful Choices: Physicians Challenged By Quest To End 
Suffering” the Deseret (UT) Morning News (1/2, Collins, 
Jarvik) writes, “The perception among doctors is that the 
regulatory environment has become more hostile, says Micke 
Brown, director of advocacy for the American Pain 
Foundation, headquartered in Baltimore.  ‘Many health care 
providers are running scared,’ especially primary care 
physicians, she says.  ‘Some are even backing away from 
managing people's pain.’”  Pain management doctor Lynn 
Webster, who heads the Utah Academy of Pain, “is an opioid 
advocate.  … He argues that the undertreatment of pain is 
‘still a major problem’ in Utah, in part because of doctors' 
fears of punishment by the federal Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) and the state Division of Occupational and 
Professional Licensing (DOPL).  … Pain experts are waiting 
anxiously for the DEA to clarify its interpretation of the federal 
law that governs prescribing controlled substances for pain. 
DEA said the guidance was imminent more than a year ago.  

But pain experts, still waiting, continue to warn colleagues to 
err on the side of stricter federal interpretations.”   

Maryland Tax Dollars Said To Be 
Disproportionately Tied Up In Locking Up 
Addicts.  In the Washington Post (1/1, B8), Tara Andrews, 
director of Justice Maryland and Democratic candidate for the 
state Senate from Baltimore City, writes “By the latest count, 
more than 250,000 Marylanders are in need of substance-
abuse treatment.  Even in Montgomery County, considered 
the state's wealthiest county, the treatment gap is great.  Yet 
despite population growth, state funding for treatment has 
declined.  More than three-quarters of those in Maryland 
prisons report having an alcohol or drug problem, and four out 
of 10 entering the state's prisons every year are locked up for 
drug offenses.  Maryland has the third-highest percentage of 
prison admissions for drug offenses in the country.  … 
Maryland tax dollars are disproportionately locked up by the 
incarceration of drug addicts, while providers of substance-
abuse treatment make do with crumbs.  A shift of dollars 
away from incarceration and toward a dedicated fund for 
treatment would make a world of difference and a world of 
sense.”   

Plan Colombia Credited With Record Number 
Of Cocaine Seizures.  Reuters (12/31) reports, 
“Colombia seized a record 186 tons of cocaine [in 2005] 
thanks to a Washington-backed program aimed at cutting 
imports of the illegal drug to the United States, the Colombian 
government said on Friday.  The haul, seized using 
equipment and expert advice provided by ‘Plan Colombia,’ 
was 26 percent more than last year and had a U.S. street 
value of $4.7 billion, Defense Minister Camilo Ospina told 
reporters.  He said the increase was possible thanks in part to 
more than $3 billion in mostly military aid that the United 
States has provided since 2000 to help fight drug-running 
Marxist rebels fighting a decades-old insurgency.  
Washington says cocaine is becoming more expensive on 
U.S. streets, a sign that the money, largely steered toward 
aerial spraying of coca bushes used to make cocaine, is 
making the drug less available.”   

IMMIGRATION: 
Migrant Advocacy Group Celebrates 10 Years.  
The Miami Herald (1/2, Chardy) reports, “Alfredo López-
Sánchez languished for months at a detention center for 
migrant children in Southwest Miami-Dade -- until an attorney 
for a local immigrant rights group realized the Guatemalan did 
not understand Spanish.” The Herald continues, “The lawyer 
from the Miami-based Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center 
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eventually found an interpreter who spoke López-Sánchez's 
Mayan language. …  That was September 2001. A year later, 
López-Sánchez -- then 17 -- was free and on his way to 
getting a green card.” The Herald adds, “Such successes 
have turned the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center into a 
powerhouse in national advocacy for persecuted migrants too 
poor to hire a lawyer. …  FIAC, as the group is known in the 
immigrant rights community, is marking its 10th anniversary 
today -- with a string of victories, and some defeats, in what 
often seems an uphill battle against ever-tougher immigration 
laws. It plans a 10th anniversary celebration dinner March 6. 
…  The group began in 1996 -- two years after former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich's conservative revolution swept 
Congress with calls to close the borders and even to shut the 
school door to children of undocumented immigrants. In the 
end, Congress amended immigration law, making it extremely 
difficult for any immigrant without proper papers to avoid 
detention or deportation -- though lawmakers dropped 
provisions that would have let states bar children from public 
schools if their parents entered the country illegally. …  Ten 
years later, in the fallout from the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, immigration law is again facing calls from 
conservatives in Congress to toughen the rules for 
citizenship, including barring U.S.-born children of illegal 
immigrants from becoming automatic citizens and the 
deportation of migrants encountered on the streets without 
the right to a court review to plead their case.” 

Conflicting Public Attitudes On Illegal 
Immigration Noted.  The Washington Post (1/3, A7, 
Balz, 744K) notes the “sometimes conflicting public attitudes” 
on illegal immigration.  A Washington Post-ABC News poll 
taken in mid-December “found Americans alarmed by the 
federal government's failure to do more to block the flow of 
illegal immigration and critical of the impact of illegal 
immigration on the country but receptive to the aspirations of 
undocumented immigrants living and working in the United 
States. …  The Post-ABC News poll found that four in five 
Americans think the government is not doing enough to 
prevent illegal immigration, with three in five saying they 
strongly hold that view.  The same poll found that 56 percent 
of Americans believe that illegal immigrants have done more 
to hurt the country than to help it, with 37 percent saying they 
help the country. About three in five Republicans and a bare 
majority of   Democrats agreed that illegal immigrants are 
detrimental to the country.  The only groups in the poll who 
disagreed were people with postgraduate degrees, those with 
incomes exceeding $100,000 and nonwhite respondents. The 
Post-ABC poll did not include enough Hispanics to provide an 
accurate reading of their sentiment, but a Pew Hispanic 
Center survey last summer found that two in three Latinos 
said that undocumented migrants help the economy. …  In 

the recent Post-ABC News poll, President Bush got his 
lowest marks on immigration, with 33 percent saying they 
approved of how he was handling the issue. That may largely 
reflect irritation over the government's failure to control the 
borders.” 

Hayworth Set To Publish An “Anti-Immigration 
Manifesto.”  Time (1/9, Allen) reports in its “Notebook” 
column that Rep. J.D. Hayworth “is about to publish an anti-
immigration manifesto, Whatever It Takes, that should rile up 
right-wing radio just as the White House was hoping to gain 
traction for a broad immigration-reform package.”  In the book 
Hayworth “calls for deploying active-duty troops to the border 
and considering a ‘border security fence from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico.’”  Hayworth “contends that 
Bush’s plan to confer temporary legal status on Mexicans 
working in the U.S. amounts to ‘false compassion.’ But 
Senator John McCain plans to push hard this winter for such 
a program. House Republican leaders say they might accept 
one if immigrants had to return home to apply for temporary 
work permits. Hayworth tells TIME that even that would be 
too lenient, designed to appease ‘left-wing grievance 
mongers’ and businesses that want cheap labor. Bush may 
have sounded as if he were running for sheriff during his 
recent border visits, but to convince the likes of Hayworth, 
he’ll have to talk a lot tougher.” 

CONGRESS-ADMINISTRATION: 
Alito Argued President Should Issue 
“Interpretive Signing Statements.”  As a Justice 
Department lawyer in 1986, Supreme Court nominee Samuel 
Alito made the case or presidential power, laying out a 
strategy under which the president would routinely issues 
statements about the meaning of statutes when he signs the 
into law.  The Washington Post (1/2, A11,  Lee) reports that 
such “‘interpretive signing statements’ would be a significant 
departure from run-of-the-mill bill signing pronouncements, 
which are ‘often little more than a press release,’ Alito wrote. 
The idea was to flag constitutional concerns and get courts to 
pay as much attention to the president’s take on a law as to 
‘legislative intent.’”  The Post adds, “The Reagan 
administration popularized the use of such statements and 
subsequent administrations continued the practice. (The 
courts have yet to give them much weight, though.)  
President Bush has been especially fond of them, issuing at 
least 108 in his first term, according to presidential scholar 
Phillip J. Cooper of Portland State University in Oregon.” 

Alito Said To Have An “Everyman Appeal.”  The 
New York Times(1/2, Kirkpatrick) says that according to 
people who have participated in Alito’s rehearsals for this 
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week’s confirmation hearings say he “will never be as 
polished and camera-ready as Chief Justice John G. Roberts 
Jr. was at his own hearings a few months ago.”  But two of 
Judge Alito’s supporters who participated in the murder 
boards, speaking about the confidential sessions on condition 
of anonymity for fear of White House reprisals, said they 
emerged convinced that his demeanor was a political asset 
because it gave him an Everyman appeal.”  The Times adds, 
“Senators of both parties have said it will not be easy to follow 
Chief Justice Roberts,” and “some Democrats said they 
already had much more pointed questions waiting for Judge 
Alito, focusing mainly on strongly worded statements that he 
made as lawyer in the Reagan administration about his 
conservative approach to the Constitution, abortion rights and 
other issues. Leading Democratic senators have said his 
responses will be a deciding factor in whether they seek to 
block the nomination by filibustering.” 

Alito Hearings Will Test Domestic Spying 
Program’s Political Resonance.  Time (1/9, Tumulty, Allen) 
the opening of Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito’s 
confirmation hearings this week will be the first test of the 
domestic spying program’s “political resonance.”  According 
to Time, Alito opponents, “who had planned to put the 
abortion issue on center stage, are quickly retooling their 
strategy. …  Alito’s record could give his critics plenty of 
ammunition. The Third Circuit judge has long been an 
advocate of the unitary-executive concept, a constitutional 
interpretation that is a favorite of Bush’s and Vice President 
Dick Cheney’s, which argues that the President should have 
nearly total control of Executive Branch agencies and resist 
any incursion on that power by Congress.”  Time adds, 
“Administration officials concede that the controversy will 
inject a volatile new element into the confirmation debate but 
say Alito will resist getting drawn in.” 

Alito’s Writings Suggest He Will Accelerate Court’s 
Shift To The Right.  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, 
Halloran) says the battle over Alito “shows every sign of 
achieving Borkian dimensions. As Alito prepares for his 
confirmation hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
next week, the portraits being painted of him have become 
ever more cartoonish, nasty, and one-dimensional. …  
Behind the caricatures, however, are real questions. Who, 
really, is Sam Alito, and what kind of a justice would he be? 
An analysis of Alito’s writings as a Reagan administration 
lawyer, and of his opinions from the bench, reveals him to be 
a solidly conservative jurist but one who also pays deference 
to precedent. …  His lengthy paper trail suggests he will 
accelerate the court’s shift to the right on several important 
issues,” including abortion, civil rights, capital punishment and 
federalism. 

Roberts, Alito Seen As Likely Allies Of Business.  
Academics and business experts say Chief Justice John 

Roberts and Alito are likely to be allies of manufacturers and 
business,  The AP (1/1, Cassata) reported, “One represented 
corporate interests as a private attorney; the other often sided 
with employers in lawsuits filed by workers. Beyond their 
decisions in individual cases, the Roberts court also has the 
potential to craft a consistent philosophy on business issues, 
something that several academics argue has been lacking in 
recent years since the departure of Lewis Powell in 1987. …  
The court’s highly selective docket for the current term will 
give Roberts and Alito, assuming the latter is confirmed, 
ample opportunity to shape the court. Among the critical 
issues for companies are the Supreme Court’s decisions in 
antitrust cases, government regulation of land development 
and the commerce clause. …  Abortion and social issues 
dominate the public debate over the Supreme Court, but 
business matters make up a significant portion of the justices’ 
work.” 

Interest Groups To Intensify Rhetoric In Debate 
Over Alito Nomination.  USA Today (1/3, Kiely, Memmott, 
2.31M) reports the Senate hearings on Judge Samuel Alito’s 
nomination to the Supreme Court “are set to begin Monday.  
This week, groups on both sides of the debate plan to launch 
elaborate phone, e-mail and ad campaigns.”  Ralph Neas of 
the People for the American Way said, “There's no question 
there will be an acceleration of efforts.”  Neas “plans a wave 
of TV ads” in opposition to the nomination.  Meanwhile, 
Christian Myers of Progress for America said, “It's game time 
now, and we're making a serious push.”  The “conservative 
group will spend $500,000 to broadcast a pro-Alito ad on 
cable television and in four states where senators may be 
undecided.”  Other groups, “from the conservative Focus on 
the Family to the liberal Leadership Council on Civil Rights, 
plan phone banks, e-mail blitzes and visits to newspaper 
editorial boards and radio hosts.”  But “relatively few senators 
will get most of the attention.  One is Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Arlen Specter, a centrist Pennsylvania 
Republican who will preside over Alito's confirmation 
hearings.”  Both sides are “focusing on senators whose votes 
will help determine whether there's enough Senate support 
for a filibuster.”  The key senators “are centrists; all say they're 
undecided about Alito. Several face re-election fights this 
year.  The biggest group is ‘red state Democrats.’” 

The New York Times (1/3, Kirkpatrick, 1.19M) reports 
that in the “final days before” the Alito hearings, “partisans on 
both sides are pulling out all the stops in an effort to sway 
public opinion.  Moving beyond Judge Alito's judicial record, a 
coalition of liberal groups is preparing commercials attacking 
his integrity and credibility instead, several people involved in 
the effort said Monday.”  Conservatives, “for their part, are 
capitalizing on ethnic pride to rally Italian-American support 
for Judge Alito with public events and newspaper 
advertisements.  The efforts are aimed particularly at the 
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Northeastern States, where some moderate Republican 
senators have expressed doubts about his confirmation.”  The 
advertising campaigns “on both sides are the most visible 
components of a last-minute push by advocacy groups 
anticipating a potentially close Senate vote.”  People “involved 
in the liberal coalition, which includes People for the American 
Way, the legal group Alliance for Justice, the A.F.L.-C.I.O., 
the N.A.A.C.P., the Sierra Club and abortion rights groups, 
said it planned to run new commercials, beginning this week 
with radio and television advertisements in selected states 
intended to undercut Judge Alito's credibility.”  The sources 
“said the first advertisements would focus on occasional 
lapses from a pledge Judge Alito made at the 1990 hearings 
for his confirmation to the appeals court that he would recuse 
himself from cases involving the companies that managed his 
mutual fund investments, Vanguard and Smith Barney.” 

Alito View’s On Reapportionment Cases Seen As 
Debatable.  In a New York Times editorial observer story 
(1/3), Adam Cohen says, “There has been a lot of talk about 
the abortion views of Judge Alito, President Bush's Supreme 
Court nominee.  But his views on the redistricting cases may 
be more important.”  Sen. Joseph Biden “said recently that 
Judge Alito's statements about one person one vote could do 
more to jeopardize his nomination than his statements about 
Roe v. Wade.  Rejecting the one-person-one-vote principle is 
a radical position.  If Judge Alito still holds this view today, he 
could lead the court to accept a very different vision of 
American democracy, one in which it would be far easier for 
powerful special interests to get a stranglehold on 
government.” 

Critics Said To Be Wrong For Seizing On Alito’s 
Memos In Abortion, Wiretap Cases.  In a New York Times 
op-ed (1/3), former Reagan Administration solicitor general 
Charles Fried says Judge Alito’s “opponents have seized 
upon two memorandums he wrote when he was a junior 
lawyer in the office of the solicitor general: one on the 
Thornburgh case, which dealt with Roe v. Wade, and the 
other on Mitchell v. Forsyth, which addressed the attorney 
general's personal liability for wiretaps found to violate the 
Constitution.  Determined to fit the man to the Scalito 
caricature with which they hope to defeat his nomination to 
the Supreme Court, Judge Alito's detractors ignore the 
context and the content of both documents.”  But “these were 
not the writings of a political operative seeking to make 
trouble or advance an agenda.  The solicitor general takes a 
case to the Supreme Court only when some other part of the 
government - perhaps a division of the Department of Justice 
or another agency - recommends it.”  As in “every case, a 
junior staff member was assigned to analyze these 
recommendations and propose a course of action to the 
solicitor general. It fell to Judge Alito to write those memos.”  
But what is “remarkable in both cases is that Judge Alito 

recommended against taking the position that more senior, 
politically appointed officials were urging the solicitor general 
to take before the court.  In the abortion case, not only the 
head of the civil division but also other high-ranking officials 
were urging that I, as the solicitor general at the time, ask the 
court to overturn Roe v. Wade.  The bottom line of Judge 
Alito's memo was that I should not do that.” 

Roberts Calls For Tighter Court Security, Pay 
Raises For Judges.  US Chief Justice John Roberts 
yesterday called for better court security and higher salaries 
to ensure a diverse mix of judges on the bench.  Reuters (1/2, 
Charles) reports that Roberts wrote in  his 2005 Report on the 
Federal Judiciary, “I recognize that it is a bit presumptuous for 
me to issue this report at this time, barely three months after 
taking the oath as chief justice,” but, “But I do not intend to 
start the new year by breaking with a 30-year-old tradition, 
and so will highlight in this report issues that are pressing and 
apparent.”  Reuters adds, “Roberts expressed concern over 
violence directed at judges and in courts in the past year. He 
mentioned the murders of a U.S. district judge’s husband and 
mother in Chicago by an angry litigant, and a court shooting 
in Atlanta that left a judge, court reporter and deputy dead. …  
Roberts also returned to a theme that Rehnquist regularly 
mentioned in his annual reports: the need to raise pay for 
judges. …  Roberts said the real pay of federal judges has 
declined since 1969 by almost 24 percent, while the real pay 
of the average American worker during the same period had 
increased by more than 15 percent.” 

Bush Team Notable For Lack Of Turnover.  The 
Washington Times/AP (1/3) reports the loyalty of President 
Bush’s aides have limited turnover.  After “two wars, 
devastating strikes by terrorists and hurricanes, a bruising re-
election and countless legislative battles, President Bush's 
team is continuing the trend -- defying history and shake-up 
rumors to remain almost entirely intact five years in.”  Only a 
“handful of the president's most senior aides have departed 
since Mr. Bush came to Washington in 2001.  Though some 
have shifted roles, it's a familiar cast of characters at the 
president's side:  Vice President Dick Cheney, Chief of Staff 
Andrew H. Card Jr., political guru Karl Rove, Deputy Chief of 
Staff Joe Hagin, counselor Dan Bartlett, budget chief Joshua 
B. Bolten, White House Counsel Harriet Miers and press 
secretary Scott McClellan.”  Bush's Cabinet “has seen more 
turnover than his top-level White House staff. Still, a third of 
the 21 Cabinet-rank positions are held by the same person as 
when Mr. Bush came to Washington.”  David Gergen said, “I 
don't think there's any other president in the modern era that 
has seen this kind of stability.” 
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Medicare Drug Program Gets Off To An 
“Uneven” Start.  A somewhat negative story in the New 
York Times (1/3, Pear, 1.19M) says the Medicare prescription 
drug program “got off to an uneven start across the country” 
this week.  The Times says that while people “who applied 
early and had identification cards in hand were often able to 
fill prescriptions through the new program,” others “were 
stymied in their efforts to take advantage of the drug benefit, 
as pharmacists spent hours trying to confirm eligibility and 
enrollment by telephone and computer.”  The Times adds, 
“Dr. Mark B. McClellan, administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, said he was pleased with 
the first days' experience. ‘Many thousands of people were 
able to get their prescriptions filled,’ he said.” 

Many Seniors Still Befuddled As Medicare Drug 
Benefit Takes Effect.  ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 
2, 2:35, Harris) reported, “The beginning of 2006 means 
millions of senior citizens can get prescription drug benefits 
through Medicare.  Pharmacists say tomorrow may be the 
busiest day of the year, with many seniors coming in with 
many questions about their plans.  While 43 million seniors 
are eligible, only 1 million have signed up for what some 
consider the most confusing government benefits ever.”  ABC 
(Yang) added, “Medicare officials say there’s still plenty of 
time.  Enrollment ends May 15th.  They’re now running TV 
ads, encouraging people to help their moms and dads. …  
Medicare officials say one of the most efficient ways to sort 
through all the options is on the Internet.  But 75% of seniors 
say they’ve never even been online.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 5, 2:20, Roberts) 
reported, “Huge fanfare and a lot of confusion are 
accompanying the biggest change in Medicare history.  The 
government’s new prescription drug plan which is supposed 
to make drugs more afford to believe millions of Americans 
seniors goes into effect today.”  CBS (Chen) added, “20 
million low income Americans” are “being forced off state drug 
coverage programs and into the myriad of prescription plans 
run by private insurance companies.  Supporters expect as 
many as 10 million more will voluntarily sign up, though only 
one million have so far.” 

Gingrich Urges GOP To Propose Lobbying 
Reforms.  Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
was asked on CBS’ Face the Nation (1/1, Schieffer) if 
Republicans are in danger of suffering losses in this year’s 
elections due to scandals tied to several GOP congressmen.  
Gingrich relied, “I think that this coming year…is going to be a 
very big year of decision for Republicans.  We have to be the 
party of reform.  We can’t just be the party of pork barrel. …  
I’d look very seriously at completely rethinking the relationship 
with lobbyists.  I’d require every lobbying activity to be listed 
on the Thomas system, the computer system people can 

access, so you’d know if your member of Congress, whether 
they went golfing, whether they had dinner. I’d make this stuff 
public and transparent.  I’d consider not allowing fund-raisers 
in Washington. I think this whole system has grown, frankly, a 
little sick with insiders raising money for insiders to re-elect 
insiders to do favors for insiders.  I think this is not just a 
Republican problem.  Don’t misunderstand me.  But I think 
we are much more naturally the party of reform than the 
Democrats are.” 

Cheney, Rumsfeld Have Neighboring Estates 
On Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  A lengthy story on 
the front page of the Washington Post’s (1/3, C1, 
Montgomery) Style section looks at the “expensive waterfront 
estates” of Vice President Dick Cheney and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in St. Michael’s, Maryland.   
Rumsfeld's retreat, Mount Misery and Cheney’s place, 
Ballintober, are “are separated by two miles of narrow lanes.”  
The Post reports, “What gives? Is a secret weekend war 
cabinet forming? Are yachts and duck decoys part of the plan 
to transform the military? Did Cheney tire of his secure 
undisclosed hideaway and opt to join Rummy in his serene 
disclosed getaway?  We are probably thinking too hard. The 
search for obscure meaning -- that reflex for 
overinterpretation -- is so Western Shore. The Bay Bridge is 
where you lighten up and leave behind your fevered quest for 
the matrix behind the mask. …  Cheney may be the first part-
time resident with a full Secret Service detail, but the famous, 
the rich and the powerful of Washington (and New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh) have been setting a 
course for St. Michaels and the wider, watery Talbot County 
for generations.  The area has functioned like the 
Adirondacks did for the swells of the Gilded Age, Newport for 
the robber barons and the Hamptons for Wall Street. But 
somehow St. Michaels…survives as an anti-Newport, a non-
Nantucket, an un-Hamptons. Not overrun, overpriced, 
overglitzed. Not yet.” 

Mankiw Offers New Year’s Resolutions For 
Lawmakers.  In Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M), N. 
Gregory Mankiw, former chairman of President Bush's 
Council of Economic Advisers, offers a list of New Year's 
resolutions, which “any senator, congressman or presidential 
wannabe is free to adopt… as his or her own.”  Among 
Mankiw’s resolutions:  “This year I will be straight about the 
budget mess. I know that the federal budget is on an 
unsustainable path. I know that when the baby-boom 
generation retires and becomes eligible for Social Security 
and Medicare, all hell is going to break loose. I know that the 
choices aren't pretty -- either large cuts in promised benefits 
or taxes vastly higher than anything ever experienced in U.S. 
history. I am going to admit these facts to the American 
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people, and I am going to say which choice I favor.”  Mankiw 
adds, “This year I will admit that there are some good taxes. 
Everyone hates taxes, but the government needs to fund its 
operations, and some taxes can actually do some good in the 
process. I will tell the American people that a higher tax on 
gasoline is better at encouraging conservation than are 
heavy-handed CAFE regulations. It would not only encourage 
people to buy more fuel-efficient cars, but it would encourage 
them to drive less, such as by living closer to where they 
work.”  Mankiw also writes, “This year I will be modest about 
what government can do. I know that economic prosperity 
comes not from government programs but from 
entrepreneurial inspiration.” 

Grassley Makes Case For GOP Deficit 
Reduction Bill.  Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Charles Grassley writes in USA Today (1/3, 2.31M), “In such 
a partisanship-first environment, any fair-minded move toward 
a more responsible budget is surely welcomed by the 
taxpayers. The GOP-sponsored deficit reduction bill is that 
sort of initiative. It's modest, representing just one-half of 1% 
of what would otherwise be spent during the next five years. 
Its Medicaid provisions reflect what governors nationwide -- 
Republicans and Democrats -- asked Congress to do to help 
them manage the program in their states and ensure its 
viability for low-income pregnant women and children.”  
Grassley adds, “The tax relief in question is also part of 
stemming the red ink in Washington. The tax policies passed 
by the Senate and House aren't new at all. They merely 
extend expiring tax laws so that taxpayers aren't hit with a tax 
increase. This legislation is needed to protect 14 million 
families from the alternative minimum tax meant for wealthy 
individuals. It includes tax breaks for higher education and 
teachers who buy classroom supplies. It closes tax shelter 
loopholes. And it includes pro-growth measures that have 
helped fuel our economy.”  Grassley concludes, “Congress 
needs to do a lot more to control spending and reduce the 
deficit, but it's wrong to dismiss a step in the right direction.” 

USA Today Says GOP Bill Lacks Conscience.  An 
accompanying editorial in USA Today (1/3, 2.31M) says “it 
would be nice to see in Washington a new commitment to 
fiscal restraint and a resolve to bequeath a solvent 
government and robust economy to future generations.  To 
listen to many Republican lawmakers, a move in that direction 
is underway. …  It would be nice to see it that way, but to 
believe that is to believe in fairy tales. This political sleight of 
hand is simply too small to matter and is designed to evade 
the real financial predicament — runaway health care costs, 
unsustainable retirement benefits and tax rates receipts well 
below historical averages.  The cowardice in that is bad 
enough, but the measure is also cruel. Virtually all of 
Congress' cuts are made to programs for the poor and the 

young, who lack organized lobbies. Absent congressional 
conscience, they are simply targets of political opportunity. 
And be assured conscience is lacking.”  USA adds, 
“Congress will not deserve credit until it takes on health costs, 
tells seniors it can't sustain a Social Security system in which 
one of every three adults collects benefits, and raises taxes 
for the wealthy back to more reasonable levels.  Until then, 
each year will bring the nation and the federal government 
only closer to fiscal crisis.” 

OTHER NEWS: 
West Virginia Coal Miners Trapped After Mine 
Explosion.  Rescue crews yesterday sought desperately 
to reach 13 West Virginia coal miners trapped after a mine 
explosion in Tallmansville.  The story was the lead on both 
CBS and NBC last night; ABC was preempted for college 
football last night.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, lead story, 
4:00, Schieffer) reported, “They are still not certain what 
caused it.  A lightning strike is the best guess now, but before 
dawn this morning, there was an explosion at a coal mine in 
Tallmansville in central West Virginia.  Tonight 13 minors are 
trapped there, some 160 feet underground.  They have air 
purifying equipment but no oxygen.  For most of the day, 
poisonous gas has kept rescue workers from trying to reach 
them.  But late today, rescue workers did enter the mine.”  
CBS (Orr) added, “An eight-man rescue team has just 
entered the mine and are now traveling a tunnel in the hill 
behind me going some two miles inside the hill trying to reach 
the miners who are trapped there.  So far it's a bit grim 
because there's no communication with the trapped miners.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, lead story, 3:15, Holt) reported, 
“Tonight, a life and death drama is taking place outside a coal 
mine in West Virginia.”  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 2, 2:45, 
Holt) also spoke with NBC News Robert Hager, who covered 
the 2002 Quecreek Mine accident, where nine miners were 
successfully rescued after begin trapped by a flood.  Hager 
said, “This one looks grimmer to me, mostly because in that 
case, they were dealing with a flood.  In this case, it's been an 
explosion, and an explosion does two things.  It creates a lot 
of debris and it's blocked the shaft, and eats up oxygen.”  The 
Washington Times/AP (1/3, Smith), Washington Post (1/3, 
A1, Tyson, Vedantam, 744K) and New York Times (1/3, Dao, 
1.19M), among other newspapers, also report the story. 

Bernanke Faces Difficult Balance Sheet, 
Greenspan Comparisons.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, Ip, 2.11M) reports that incoming Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke faces “two major stumbling blocks” 
as he steps into the post being vacated by outgoing chairman 
Alan Greenspan:  “difficult comparisons” with Greenspan and 
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“a balance sheet with potential land mines.”  Bernanke’s job 
“is complicated by a balance sheet loaded with debt and 
possibly overvalued assets. …  ‘It could be argued that 
Greenspan is handing Bernanke a poisoned chalice: an 
economy with an impressive track record, but one burdened 
with unprecedented financial imbalances,’ Martin Barnes, 
editor of the Bank Credit Analyst, a forecast journal, wrote in 
November. ‘It will be hard to rebuild household savings, 
reduce the current-account deficit and stabilize the housing 
sector without causing some economic pain.’” 

Economy Expected To Grow For Fifth Straight 
Year, But At Slower Rate.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, Gerena-Morales, Annett, 2.11M) reports, “Strong 
spending by businesses should power the nation's economy 
to a fifth straight year of expansion in 2006, according to a 
survey of economists' forecasts, but a softening housing 
market is likely to slow the overall pace of growth.  For the 
past five years, real-estate wealth has supported the 
economy by providing consumers with cash to buy everything 
from designer kitchens to luxury vacations to new or second 
homes.  Some economists believe that the boom has been 
responsible for creating more than one million American jobs 
since 2000.”  But “as home sales start to slow and the 
inventory of unsold homes climbs, many economists believe 
that home prices will rise more gradually, or even decline, 
delivering a jolt that causes consumers to rein in spending. 
That, in turn, may cause economic growth to slow.”  The 
Journal adds, “The consensus forecast of 56 economists 
surveyed by The Wall Street Journal is that the nation's gross 
domestic product -- the broadest measure of economic output 
-- will grow at an annual rate of 3.5% in the first half of 2006 
and 3.1% in the second half. While those growth rates are 
considered respectable, they would fall short of the 4.1% 
average of the past 2½ years. …  On the positive side, 
economists expect overall inflation to moderate this year.” 

Hubbard Credits Bush Tax Cuts With Helping 
Economy After Recession.  Former Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers Glenn Hubbard said on Fox 
News’ Special Report (1/2), “The economy is growing at a 
potential rate of around 3.5 percent, which is truly 
extraordinary. It really traces the two things, I think. One is 
how well financial markets work to allocate risk and capital in 
the country. And the other is how amazingly flexible American 
labor markets are. There's really no economy in the world that 
has capital and labor markets as efficient as this one.”  Asked 
about polls showing that President Bush is getting credit for 
the “revival of the economy,” Hubbard said that “the president 
deserves credit for a set of tax policies that really helped the 
economy bounce back from the recession.  But the 
underlying strength of the economy has little to do with 
Washington and a lot to do with the kind of institutions that 

helped the economy absorb technological change and absorb 
shocks, whether those shocks in financial markets or the real 
economy in your Katrina example. That is really the heart and 
soul of this high growth rate for the economy.” 

Stock Market “A Dud” In ‘00s.  USA Today (1/3, 
Shell, 2.31M) reports, “This isn't your father's bull market.  
The '80s were great.  The '90s were even better.  But the '00s 
so far have been pretty much a dud. …  It's unlikely, for 
example, that the Dow Jones industrial average, which 
declined 0.6% in 2005, will be able to come anywhere near its 
228% gain in the '80s and its 318% gain in the '90s.  The 
blue-chip barometer is actually down 6.8% since the end of 
1999.”   

However, the New York Times (1/3, Dash, 1.19M) runs 
a report under the headline “After A Resilient '05, Wall St. Isn't 
Counting Out '06,” in which it says “the economy proved more 
resilient than the worriers expected. Consumers continued to 
spend. The housing market did not collapse. Economic 
growth has been robust.  And the stock market even had a 
year-end rally going - with the Dow Jones industrial average 
flirting with 11,000 - until it fizzled in the final weeks.”  So “it is 
not surprising that Wall Street has muted the alarms about 
2006. Over all, analysts are relatively bullish in their outlooks. 
But concerns remain about the health of consumer spending 
and the effects of higher interest rates.  Five Wall Street 
analysts who were surveyed predicted that the Standard & 
Poor's 500-stock index, which closed 2005 at 1,248.49, would 
end 2006 between 1,170 and 1,400.” 

Recession Worries Said To Be Rising For 2006.  
The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 6, 2: 20, Roberts) 
reported, “Like a roller coaster, the stock market had some 
wild ups and downs in 2005, but ended up right where it 
started.  So what’s next?”  CBS (Alfonsi) added, “With big 
business struggling, unsteady interest rates, and signs of a 
recession, the best some forecasters are hoping for 2006 is 
an average year.”  A lot of investors “saw less-than-strong 
stock returns in 2005.  The Dow finished in the red for the first 
time since 2002.  The S&P was flat and the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq didn’t fare much better.  If you consider a year 
marked with soaring gas prices and natural disasters, those 
flat numbers don’t look too bad.  But what was bad news in 
2005 could be good news for the market in 2006.” 

Dallas-Area Among Regions Reporting Robust 
Employment Numbers.  The Dallas Morning News (1/2, 
Kreimer) reports, “An expanding economy and a skilled labor 
shortage have sparked a resurgence in the recruitment of 
employed and unemployed workers alike, including those at 
the high end of the pay scale, hiring experts say.  That makes 
this year’s outlook for job seekers the best since the turn of 
the millennium. …  The Dallas-area job market hasn’t seen 
growth that robust since 2000, when employment rose 3.9 
percent, according to Texas Workforce Commission data.” 
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Only Some Parts Of US Said To Be Experiencing 
Housing Bubble.  The New York Times‘ Paul Krugman (1/2) 
writes, “In spite of record home prices, housing in most of 
America remains surprisingly affordable, thanks to low 
interest rates.  That fact may seem to say that there’s no 
housing bubble.  But it doesn’t. …  It’s…worth noting that the 
reason housing was so expensive in 1981 and 1982 was that 
mortgage interest rates were extremely high.  That made 
recovery easy, because all it took to make housing affordable 
again was for interest rates to return to normal levels.  This 
time, with interest rates already low by historical standards, 
restoring affordability will require a big fall in housing prices.” 

Minimum Wage In 17 States, District Of 
Columbia Higher Than Federal Level.  Nearly half 
of the US civilian labor force lives in states where the pay if 
higher than the minimum wage set by the federal 
government.  The New York Times (1/2, Broder) reports, 
“Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have acted on 
their own to set minimum wages that exceed the $5.15 an 
hour rate set by the federal government, and this year 
lawmakers in dozens of the remaining states will debate 
raising the minimum wage. Some states that already have a 
higher minimum wage than the federal rate will be debating 
further increases and adjustments for inflation.”  The federal 
minimum wage was raised from $4.75 in 1997.  Since then, 
“efforts in Congress to increase the amount have been 
stymied largely by Republican lawmakers and business 
groups who argued that a higher minimum wage would drive 
away jobs.  Thwarted by Congress, labor unions and 
community groups have increasingly focused their efforts at 
raising the minimum wage on the states, where the issue has 
received more attention than in Republican-dominated 
Washington, said Bill Samuel, the legislative director of the 
national A.F.L.-C.I.O.” 

NYTimes Says Congress Should Raise Minimum 
Wage.  An editorial in the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M) says, 
“The federal minimum wage has been a paltry $5.15 an hour 
for more than eight years. Polls show that there is strong 
popular support for raising it, but Congress has resisted. 
Unions, community groups and advocates for the poor are 
increasingly taking the matter directly to voters through state 
referendums to raise their states' minimum wages, according 
to an article yesterday in The Times. Their intentions are 
laudable, but the efforts only highlight Congress's failure to 
set the federal minimum wage at a reasonable level.”  The 
Times adds, “State minimum-wage referendums are not 
ideal. Policy matters of this kind are best handled by 
legislatures, and the nation would be better off with a uniform 
federal standard. But given where the federal minimum wage 
now stands, state-level initiatives are the only game in town. 

Those grass-roots debates may shame Congress into taking 
long-overdue action to help the lowest-paid workers.” 

WSJournal Decries NEA Use Of Members’ 
Dues.  An editorial in the Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M) 
says “If we told you that an organization gave away more 
than $65 million last year to Jesse Jackson's Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition, the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, 
Amnesty International, AIDS Walk Washington and dozens of 
other such advocacy groups, you'd probably assume we were 
describing a liberal philanthropy. In fact, those expenditures 
have all turned up on the financial disclosure report of the 
National Education Association, the country's largest teachers 
union.  Under new federal rules pushed through by Secretary 
of Labor Elaine Chao, large unions must now disclose in 
much more detail how they spend members' dues money.”  
The Journal adds that “even a cursory glance at the NEA's 
recent filings” exposes “the union as a honey pot for left-wing 
political causes that have nothing to do with teachers, much 
less students. …  It's well understood that the NEA is an arm 
of the Democratic National Committee. (Or is it the other way 
around?) But we wonder if the union's rank-and-file stand in 
unity behind this laundry list of left-to-liberal recipients of 
money that comes out of their pockets.” 

WSJournal Praises Yale’s Refusal To Give 
Anarchist Professor Tenure.  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/3, 2.11M) editorializes, “Until recently, David 
Graeber was an associate professor of anthropology at Yale 
University, with a field specialty in Madagascar and a salary 
of $63,000. He is also a self-declared anarchist who has been 
arrested at antiglobalization rallies. Last spring, Yale denied 
him tenure.  Mr. Graeber was outraged, suspecting the 
decision might have something to do with his politics.”  The 
journal adds, “One might fairly ask of Mr. Graeber why, if his 
anarchist convictions are sincere, he would seek to join the 
very employing class that he is otherwise pledged to struggle 
against. …  In recent interviews, Mr. Graeber has given his 
answer: ‘I'm not really an anarchist as a professor,’ he told the 
New York Times. ‘I figured I'd be a scholar in New Haven and 
an activist in New York.’  So it turns out that even anarchists 
have their bourgeois ambitions. That's fair enough, but so is 
Yale's decision to deny Mr. Graeber tenure, and for what we 
suspect were not political motives. Among the qualities that 
characterize Ivy League faculties these days, hostility to 
liberal or radical politics isn't among them.” 

WPost Says Baltimore’s Problems Predate 
O’Malley.  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 
744K) says, “No doubt, Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley rues 
the day when, as a candidate for office, he pledged to reduce 
the number of murders in the city to 150 annually. Instead, 
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Baltimore's murder rate has remained stubbornly high -- it has 
not dipped below 250 since Mr. O'Malley took office in 1999 -- 
and this year the numbers attest again to the ongoing 
bloodbath. …  Now that Mr. O'Malley is trying to become 
governor, Baltimore's murder rate represents a natural soft 
target for his political foes. …  The question is how much 
blame can be fairly apportioned to Mr. O'Malley. Under his 
administration, overall violent crime in Baltimore, including 
rapes, robberies and assaults, has dropped sharply -- more 
sharply, in fact, than it has in other large cities. Real estate 
values have soared and, probably more significantly, 
Baltimore has stanched the outflow of middle-class residents 
who fled the city for years, right through the 1990s. Mr. 
O'Malley's popularity in the city is broad and deep, and no 
one accuses him of not trying to attack the murder rate head-
on.”  The Post adds, “Political opponents of Mr. O'Malley can 
make all the hay they want, but the failures in Baltimore that 
have contributed to the ghastly murder rampage -- including 
low-performing schools and inefficient parole, probation and 
juvenile justice systems as well as the drug scourge -- 
predated his time in office. At issue is how effectively has Mr. 
O'Malley stepped up to those problems as well. His attempts 
and failures to rein in the murder rate deserve scrutiny, but so 
do government and society at large in Maryland -- and at all 
levels.” 

New State Laws Deal With Technology, 
Security.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Scherer, 
61K) reports on new state laws which will take effect this year.  
The Monitor reports, “A number of state legislatures have 
focused on the impact of technology. For example, some 
automobile companies are installing ‘black boxes’ in their 
more expensive models. These devices, like those in 
airplanes, record the direction and speed of a car, steering 
and braking performance, and the status of the driver's seat 
belt.  Now, Nevada has enacted legislation that requires 
manufacturers to notify buyers if a car contains such a device 
and what the black box can record. In addition, the 
information in the box can be downloaded or retrieved only by 
the owner of the vehicle. …  Many states have also become 
alarmed over ‘security breaches,’ especially by companies 
with credit-card or Social Security information. Six states - 
Connecticut, Illinois, Louisiana, Maine, Minnesota, and 
Nevada - are requiring companies to notify consumers if 
sensitive financial information has been stolen. Connecticut 
goes even further: Residents can "freeze" their credit reports 
if there has been a slip-up.  New Jersey and Virginia, 
meanwhile, have barred making public a person's Social 
Security number.” 

Liberal Crusader Hirschkop Nears Retirement.  
The Legal Times (1/2, McLure) reports on the impending 

retirement of long-time liberal attorney Philip Hirschkop, who 
is “known not only for his legal prowess but his bombastic and 
outspoken manner. Hirschkop, now 69, is preparing to close 
his law offices in Old Town Alexandria, Va., marking the end 
of a colorful, four-decade career that made him an icon 
among left-wing lawyers.” The Times continues, “For the past 
two decades, Hirschkop has served as the outside general 
counsel for People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the 
controversial animal rights group known for its militant 
advocacy of vegetarianism and its proclivity for throwing pies 
at fur-wearing fashionistas. … But long before he hoisted 
PETA’s standard in battle, Hirschkop had made his mark as a 
civil rights lawyer and as an opponent of the Vietnam War. 
Perhaps his most significant case was Loving v. Virginia, a 
landmark 1967 U.S. Supreme Court case that overturned Jim 
Crow-era laws banning interracial marriage — a case in 
which Hirschkop presented the main argument when he was 
just two years out of law school.” The Times adds, “Since that 
auspicious start, he’s worked for a member of the House Un-
American Activities Committee, donned a Viet-Cong armband 
to protest the war, and stood for the free-speech rights of the 
American Nazi Party. In one six-year span, 17 disciplinary 
complaints were brought against him at the Virginia State Bar 
— a distinction Hirschkop bears proudly. The complaints, he 
says, were ‘never for screwing a client, only for making public 
statements’ about pending litigation.” 

Relief Agency Head Urges Donors To Choose 
Charities Carefully.  Richard M. Walden, president of 
the international relief agency Operation USA, writes in the 
New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “Money is the mother's milk of 
disaster relief. And over the last 12 months - with the Indian 
Ocean tsunami, the hurricanes on the Gulf Coast and the 
Pakistan earthquake - fund-raising records have been broken 
by the King Kong of relief agencies, the American Red Cross, 
and by many smaller organizations as well. …  In late 
November it was reported that the American Red Cross still 
had $400 million of the $567 million it had collected for the 
tsunami since Dec. 26, 2004. Meanwhile, many of the 
countries hit by the waves, all of which have their own 
national Red Cross or Red Crescent societies, continue to 
beg for more help with housing, health and education 
programs.  Why our Red Cross holds on to so much money is 
a mystery, but it is hardly the only agency that does so. A 
survey by InterAction, an umbrella group of relief agencies, 
found that many other charities reported spending far less 
than they took in last year; an average of just 42 percent of 
the money received by 62 relief groups providing tsunami 
relief has been spent.”  Walden adds, “With the incendiary 
combination of huge government contracts, Internet fund-
raising and appeals based on mass disasters, the charity 
business has entered a new age. Americans should continue 

DOJ_NMG_0141875

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0103/p01s01-uspo.html
http://www.law.com/jsp/dc/PubArticleDC.jsp?id=1135159509206&hub=TopStories
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/03/opinion/03walden.html


 

 37 

to help those in dire need, but they should also look around 
before sending a check or clicking the ‘donate’ button.” 

Two Rescued After Plane Crashes Near New 
York City.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 6, :20, Holt) 
reported, “A successful rescue today just north of New York 
City.  Police and Coast Guard helicopters pulled two men out 
of the frigid Hudson River after their single-engine plane went 
down shortly after the pilot had issued a mayday call.  An 
FAA spokesman says the men were a flight instructor and his 
student.  Both are being treated tonight for hypothermia.” 

New Rules Could Lead To Increased Minimum 
Credit Card Payments.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 
7, 2:20, Holt) reported, “Just in time for those post-holiday bills 
to start piling up in your mailbox, some new rules that banks 
are now enforcing that will lead to higher minimum credit card 
payments for everyone.  As of now, 13% of credit card 
holders pay just the minimum payment each month.  And if 
you're among them you may be in for a surprise when you 
open that next bill.”  NBC (Shamlian) added, “Too many 
customers are saying ‘charge it’ too often.  At least, that's the 
view of banking regulators who are behind the guidelines 
aimed at getting people to pay more, so they can get out of 
debt quicker.  In the past, some minimums didn't cover even 
the interest due.  The government guidelines say payments 
should cover at least 1% of principal, plus interest and fees.  
As of this month, all banks are complying.”  Nessa Feddis, 
American Bankers Assn.:  “For the consumers in the long 
term, it means they'll pay less interest and they'll pay the 
balance off more quickly.”  Shamlian:  “It could be a painful 
transition.  On a balance of $5,000, the payment would jump 
from $100 to $200 a month.  But that larger minimum 
payment means the debt would be erased in about two and a 
half years instead of almost seven years.” 

Questions Raised About Attorney Suing Ex-
Client For Former Adversary.  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/3, Davies) reports, “Don King makes a good living 
off boxers in the ring, and Judd Burstein has done well off Mr. 
King in the courtroom. … Since 1997, Mr. Burstein, a 
Manhattan lawyer, has scored a string of legal victories 
representing fighters in contract disputes against boxing's 
most famous promoter. In all, Mr. Burstein estimates he has 
cost Mr. King $25 million and pocketed $3 million to $4 million 
for himself.” The Journal continues, “The acrimony between 
the two has been so intense over the years that Mr. Burstein 
once referred to the promoter as a ‘cancer’ on boxing. Mr. 
King described Mr. Burstein as an ‘insidious insect.’ …  But 
now, Mr. Burstein finds himself in Mr. King's corner. The 
pugnacious attorney has switched sides and is representing 
the fight promoter in a lawsuit against Christopher Byrd, the 

International Boxing Federation heavyweight champ, whom 
Mr. Burstein recently represented in a suit against Mr. King. 
‘It's good to have him on my payroll now,’ Mr. King says of Mr. 
Burstein.” The Journal adds, “There's no rule explicitly 
prohibiting lawyers from representing someone they once 
sued. But legal experts say it's rare for an attorney to sue one 
person on behalf of a client and then sue the former client on 
behalf of the former adversary. …   Complicating matters: The 
previous lawsuit and the current one involve a dispute over 
the same contract.” 

Texas Said To Be At Epicenter Of 2006 
Congressional Races.  The Dallas Morning News (1/2, 
Gillman) says Texas “is sure to be the epicenter of this year’s 
congressional races, thanks to some unique factors, 
especially the trial of former House Majority Leader Tom 
DeLay and Democrats’ efforts to leverage his ethics problems 
into a national wave.”  Unless DeLay “is convicted or the court 
throws out Texas’ current congressional map, voters can 
expect spirited contests in only three Texas districts, and the 
campaign that officially begins today– the deadline for 
candidates to file paperwork to run in the March 7 primaries – 
probably won’t alter the lineup much.”  DeLay “has his legal 
woes. Freshman Rep. Henry Cuellar, a Laredo Democrat, 
won the primary by just 58 votes two years ago after several 
bitter recounts. And Rep. Chet Edwards of Waco is a 
Democrat in a heavily Republican district.”  DeLay’s district “is 
solidly Republican, but analysts say he’s vulnerable, noting 
that he drew just 55 percent of the vote in winning an 11th 
term in 2004.”  Cuellar “served as Gov. Rick Perry’s secretary 
of state and volunteered on the Bush presidential campaign, 
and his rivals say he’s a Republican in disguise. …  The 
district is solidly Democratic. The challenge will be to win 
without a runoff in April.”  Edwards “won his eighth term with 
just 51 percent. Two Republicans have spent months vying 
for the right to take him on in President Bush’s hometown 
district: Iraq war veteran Van Taylor and Tucker Anderson, a 
former aide to Dallas Rep. Pete Sessions, a Republican.” 

GOP Said To Be At Disadvantage In 2006 
Midterm Elections.  The Washington Times (1/3, 
Lambro, 90K) reports President Bush and the Republicans 
“face a tougher midterm election landscape in 2006, due 
largely to the closely divided American electorate and, 
ironically, the gains the Republicans have made in the past 
decade.”  Few analysts “expect the Democrats to regain 
control of the House or Senate in November, but many think 
they likely will pick up seats in both chambers and cut into the 
Republican advantage in governorships.  Republicans have a 
larger number of vulnerable seats to defend, particularly in 
Democratic-leaning ‘blue’ states.”  Political analyst Stuart 
Rothenberg said, “This year still looks very much like a 
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Democratic year, and the only question is how big a year it 
will be for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
and the Democratic Congressional Committee. …  At this 
point, Democratic gains appear to be inevitable.”  The Times 
identifies Senate race opportunities for the Democrats in 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Ohio, and for Republicans 
in Minnesota, Maryland, and New Jersey.  In the House, 
“most analysts say Democrats could pick up a half dozen 
seats, well below the 15-seat gain they would need to win 
majority control.”  In the state houses, Democrats “appear 
likely to make modest gains…where Republicans hold a 28 to 
22 advantage.” 

Dionne Says GOP Disunity Could Hurt Showing In 
Midterms.  In his Washington Post column (1/3, A17), E.J. 
Dionne says, “The 2006 elections will determine whether 
Rove's brilliantly constructed machine has staying power or 
falls apart in the face of adversity. And there was adversity in 
abundance during 2005.”  But it is “three strikes and you're 
out:  The social-issues right can't help Bush if its support 
drives away too many moderates.  Pro-business economics 
can't help if it drives away many in the middle class.  And the 
war on terrorism doesn't help if Bush is seen as managing it 
badly.”  It is “customary in columns of this sort to say 
somewhere around now that the Democrats will need to 
come up with a plan, a message, a program, etc., etc.  I'm all 
for such things.  But in 1958, 1966 and 1978, the out party 
gained ground largely by exploiting the failures of the party in 
power and exacerbating the contradictions in its coalition.  If 
the Democrats prosper in 2006, it will be because whatever 
program they come up with achieves those goals.” 

Schneider “Political Earthquake” Required For 
Democrats To Retake Congress In 2006.  William 
Schneider said on CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight (1/2), “Ever 
hear of the six-year itch?  It's a disease presidents often get 
after their party has held the White House for six years.  The 
symptoms?  Big setbacks for the president's party at the polls.  
It happened to the Democrats in 1938 and 1966. And to the 
Republicans in 1958, 1974, and 1986.  On the average, the 
president's party lost 44 House seats and seven Senate seats 
in those elections.  Democrats need to gain just 16 seats this 
year to win control of the House of Representatives, and 
seven to take over the Senate.  Piece of cake?  Not exactly.  
Very few seats change party these days.  Most House seats 
are safe for one party, and only three Republican senators 
running for re-election are from blue states.”  It “would take a 
political earthquake for the Democrats to win control of 
Congress this year. But you know, earthquakes have been 
known to happen.” 

Barone Also Says Democrats Are Unlikely To 
Retake House.  Michael Barone of US News and World 
Report said on Fox News’ Special Report (1/2), “Democrats 
need a net gain of 15 seats to win the House, that doesn't 

seem very many. But if there are only 25 races that are very 
seriously contested, a net gain of 15 is pretty hard to achieve. 
So, [DCCC Chairman Rahm] Emanuel is trying to broaden 
the field and make some districts seriously contested that 
people would not have thought were in the past.”  Barone 
added that retaking the House is “a long shot for the 
Democrats.” 

Barnes Says Democrats Won’t Win House Or 
Senate Control.  Fred Barnes was asked on Fox News’ 
Special Report (1/3) for his predictions for 2006.  Barnes said, 
“I think Democrats will win House seats, but not the House. 
They'll win Senate seats, but not control of the Senate. I 
expect Arnold to be reelected as governor of California. And 
President Bush's job approval rating, which has bumped up to 
50 percent in a couple of polls already. Will stay around 50 
percent or higher for most of 2006.”  Barnes added, “The 
emerging star among Democratic presidential candidates is 
Russ Feingold, a Wisconsin senator. Among Republican 
presidential candidates is George Allen, the Virginia senator.” 

Trump Rules Out Gubernatorial Bid, Hints At 
Run For White House.  The New York Post (1/3, 
Dicker, 624K) reports that Donald Trump on Monday “flatly 
ruled out running for governor this year -- but hinted he may 
go for president in 2008.  Trump, in a phone call to The 
Post…declared, ‘I'm not going to run for governor because 
I'm having too much fun doing what I'm doing now.”  While 
Trump “repeatedly ruled out a race for statewide office, he 
strongly suggested he was interested in entering the national 
political arena in 2008.  Trump, who considered an 
independent run for president in 2000, pointedly noted that 
his decision not to run governor this year ‘doesn't preclude 
me from doing something [political] in the future.’  He then 
repeatedly ducked questions on whether he would consider 
running for the White House, repeating that he's too busy for 
electoral politics.  But a political figure close to Trump told The 
Post, ‘Donald is definitely interested in running for president in 
2008, possibly as an independent candidate.’” 

NYC Transit Strike Seen As Avoidable.  In an op-
ed for the New York Times (1/2) Meyer S. Frucher and 
Joseph M. Bress, former directors of the Governor’s Office of 
Employee Relations for New York State, write, “New York 
City’s transit workers are back on the job. …  The city, 
meanwhile, lost an estimated $1 billion during a frigid holiday 
shopping week that saw seven million commuters stranded.  
There’s a better way than this to get a contract, and we can 
institute it simply by building on existing New York state law.”  
The authors note that Gov. Mario Cuomo “signed an 
amendment to the Taylor Law that specifically addressed 
transit negotiations, offering a binding arbitration procedure to 
break deadlocked talks.” 
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Bolton Initiatives Would Give Security Council 
Members Enhanced Power.  he Washington Post 
(1/2, A7, Lynch) reports John R. Bolton, the U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations, “said he will start the new year by 
reinvigorating stalled efforts to restructure management of the 
world body, beginning with a controversial push to seek 
assurances that the Security Council's five major powers will 
be guaranteed posts on a new Human Rights Council.  
Bolton said in an interview that the Bush administration wants 
to ensure that the United States is never again denied 
membership in the United Nations' principal human rights 
body, as it was in 2001, when Austria, France and Sweden 
defeated a U.S. bid for membership in the Geneva-based 
Human Rights Commission. …  The proposal is part of a 
broader drive by Bolton to place the five permanent Security 
Council members -- Britain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States -- at the center of U.N. decision making.” 

Musharraf Backs Off Pledge To Take On 
Madrassas.  The New York Times (1/2, Masood) reports, 
“As the incendiary training at some of Pakistan’s seminaries 
drew renewed focus in the weeks after the July 7 bombings in 
London, President Pervez Musharraf promised to bring the 
schools into the mainstream and expel their foreign students 
by the end of the year.”  But” his tough pledge has fizzled.”  
Last week, “the government backed away from its deadline 
and said it would not use force to deport the students.”  The 
schools then “said they would resist any effort to round up the 
students, and on Sunday, a coalition representing the 
seminaries called the government’s plan ‘inhuman, immoral 
and totally illegal,’ The Associated Press reported.”  The 
schools, called madrasas, “were once the Islamic equivalent 
of Sunday school. …  Of the four suicide bombers in the 
London attacks, at least one had spent time at a madrasa 
here with connections to militant groups.” 

The Washington Times (1/2, Ansari) adds “Western 
intelligence agencies suspect that madrassas served as 
rendezvous points between senior al Qaeda operatives and 
Tanweer, Khan and other British recruits.”  Musharraf, 
however, “relented on Thursday after clerics said they would 
rather be incarcerated than comply with orders to expel 
foreigners or give their names to the authorities.” 

UN Asks To Interview Assad In Hariri Probe.  
The Financial Times (1/3, Biedermann) reports, “United 
Nations investigators on Monday said they want to interview 
Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s president, and Farouq al-Shara’a, 
his foreign minister, in connection with the murder of Rafiq al-
Hariri, Lebanon’s former prime minister.”  The announcement 
“came days after Abdel-Halim Khaddam, Syria’s former vice-
president, indicated that Mr Assad might have been 
personally involved in the run-up to the murder.”  The UN 

probe “was awaiting answers from Syria after requesting to 
speak to Mr Assad, Mr Shara’a and others, a spokesperson 
for the commission said.” 

The New York Times (1/3, Fattah, 1.19M) says “the 
request compounds pressure on the Syrian government just 
days after a stunning public attack on the president by his 
former vice president raised new questions about whether the 
government had been complicit in the assassination.”  A 
spokesman for the United Nations investigation told The 
Associated Press “the commission had sent a request to 
interview Mr. Assad and Mr. Sharaa, among others,” but 
“would not specify when the request was made.  It was not 
immediately clear whether the request had any connection to 
the allegation by former Vice President Abdul-Halim 
Khaddam on Friday that Mr. Assad threatened Mr. Hariri's life 
months before the assassination.” 

Former Syrian Vice President Breaks With Assad 
On Hariri Probe.  The Financial Times (1/2, Biedermann) 
reports, “Syria’s former vice-president Abdel-Halim Khaddam 
said on Friday that he has ‘full confidence’ in the UN-
investigation into the assassination.  The UN-team, until 
recently led by the German prosecutor Detlev Mehlis, has 
implicated senior Lebanese and Syrian officials.”  Speaking 
on the Arab satellite television station al-Arabiya from Paris, 
“where he has been staying for the last couple of months,” 
Khaddam “announced a break with his country’s leadership. 
He blamed President Bashar al-Assad for a deterioration in 
Syria’s international position.  And he said that if Syria had 
indeed killed Mr Hariri, it could not have happened without the 
knowledge of Mr. Assad.” 

Protestors Demand To Know Fate Of Missing 
Lebanese.  The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Shadid) reports, 
“In the heart of downtown Beirut…women every day…protest 
demanding to know the fate of their children.  Many believe 
they languish in jails in neighboring Syria.  Others are not 
sure.  Behind them, their children's faces stare from pictures 
tacked to billboards, blank faces with generation-old haircuts, 
the dates of their disappearances reading like a war memorial 
yet to be built.  The protest…serves as a stark reminder, 
organizers say, that Lebanese society has yet to confront, 
much less resolve, the legacy of the most cataclysmic event 
in its modern history -- the 1975-90 civil war.  Fifteen years 
later, that conflict is still shrouded in silence. Under a 1991 
amnesty law, all but a handful of killings were placed beyond 
prosecution.”  The Post adds, “The protest's longevity reflects 
the changes unleashed by the departure of Syrian troops last 
spring after a 29-year presence. It is a sign of new 
transparency in public discourse as Lebanon.” 

Abbas May Delay Palestinian Elections.  The 
New York Times (1/3, Erlanger, 1.19M) reports, “The 
Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, on Monday raised for 
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the first time the possibility of delaying legislative elections this 
month, saying the vote would be impossible if Israel did not 
allow residents of East Jerusalem to participate.”  Said Abbas, 
“We are all in agreement that Jerusalem has to be included in 
the election. …  And if it is not included, all the factions agree 
that there will be no elections.”  But “a Hamas official in the 
Gaza Strip, Mahmoud Zahar, told reporters there had been 
no agreement to accept another delay.”  Hamas “agreed last 
summer to postpone the elections, originally scheduled for 
July, but has insisted on the vote's going ahead this month.” 

British Hostages Freed In Gaza.  The Financial 
Times (1/2, Davi) reports, “Three Britons held hostage in the 
Gaza Strip were released by their kidnappers on Friday night, 
according to unconfirmed reports from Palestine.  Human 
rights worker Kate Burton, 24, and her parents had been 
freed, Palestinian mediator Kamal Sharafi said. However, the 
Foreign Office in London was unable to confirm the reports.”  
The Times adds, “Concern grew through the day over the fate 
of the Britons, after the Palestinian police chief earlier said 
there had been no demands or contacts from the unidentified 
hostage-takers.”   

Palestinian Security Officers Free Italian Hostage.  
The New York Times/AP (1/2) reports, “Palestinian security 
officers stormed a building on Sunday where an Italian 
hostage was being held, freeing the captive in a shootout with 
his kidnappers.”  It was “a rare show of force in a wave of 
kidnappings, shootouts and other violence in the Gaza Strip 
that has embarrassed the Palestinian president, Mahmoud 
Abbas, threatening to undermine his Fatah Party in Jan. 25 
legislative elections and to strengthen Hamas, the Islamic 
militant group.”  The hostage, Alessandro Bernardini, an aide 
in the European Parliament, “was abducted early Sunday in 
Khan Younis.”  The Washington Times (1/2, Barzak) runs the 
same AP story. 

Italian Tourists Taken Hostage In Yemen.  The 
Washington Times (1/2, Mounassa) reports, “Yemeni 
tribesmen took five Italian tourists hostage yesterday -- one 
day after freeing a German family of five that included a 
former ambassador to Washington.  Of the five Italians, three 
women refused to be released later in the day, insisting on 
returning to their male companions who remained in captivity, 
local officials said.”  It was “the fourth abduction of foreigners 
in the country in three months.” 

Ahmadinejad Reportedly Causing Unease 
Inside Iran.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2, Siamdoust) 
reports, “On the surface, little seems to have changed in the 
Iranian capital since President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took 
office in August. …  But underneath the veneer of normality, 
Iranians are watching as their controversial president settles 

into office — and their country hardens under his 
fundamentalist leadership.”  The Times goes on to report, “To 
both insiders and outsiders, the political face of Iran seems to 
have drastically changed. …  Ahmadinejad, draped in a 
Palestinian kaffiyeh, the scarf that he has appropriated to 
signal his struggle against perceived injustice, has stirred 
international ire with virulent anti-Israel rhetoric.  Meanwhile, 
his habit of immersing politics in sacred Islamic tradition has 
chafed critics within Iran.”  According to the Times, “But even 
in Iran's mostly conservative parliament, the hard-line 
president has found himself unable to get traction.  In a first 
for the Islamic Republic, lawmakers turned down four of the 
ministers Ahmadinejad asked them to approve.  It took him 
three months and four candidates to seat an oil minister.  
Some reformist legislators even agitated for hearings on the 
president's ‘lack of political competence.’” 

Krauthammer Predicts Israel Will Attack Iran This 
Year.  Syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer, on Fox 
News Sunday (1/1, Wallace), predicted, “Israel will launch a 
military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities.  There are rumors 
today in German newspapers that the U.S. and NATO are 
talking about this.  I don’t imagine the U.S. or NATO will do 
this.”  Israel “will feel that the world isn’t acting, and it’s going 
to act on its own.” 

Sharon To Undergo Heart Surgery.  The AP (1/2, 
Federman) reports, “Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon will 
undergo a heart procedure Thursday to close a small hole 
that apparently led to his recent stroke, his office announced 
Sunday.”  Doctors “said last week that the procedure, known 
as a cardiac catheterization, would virtually eliminate the risk 
of Sharon suffering a similar stroke.” 

In Abrupt Reversal, Russia Restores Most Gas 
To Ukraine Pipeline.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, 
Finn, 744K) reports,  “Russia retreated abruptly Monday from 
its confrontation with Ukraine over natural gas prices, after an 
uproar in West European capitals over dead-of-winter cuts in 
gas supplies threatened to undermine Russia's ambition to 
expand its highly profitable role as a strategic energy partner 
of the European Union.”  The “state-controlled Russian 
energy giant Gazprom” said it “would almost completely 
restore reductions it made Sunday in the gas it pumps into 
Ukrainian pipelines that connect to the rest of the continent.”   
The New York Times (1/3, Kramer, 1.19M) adds Gazprom 
“officials…presented the decision not as a reversal but as a 
response to Ukraine's ‘theft’ of natural gas.”  But “it became 
clear almost immediately that the driving force in Russia's 
decision was the sharp criticism across Europe, including 
countries like Germany that are usually reliable allies.” 

The Financial Times (1/3, Correspondents) says 
“European countries on Monday suffered large cuts to their 
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gas supplies as a bitter stand-off between Russia and 
Ukraine over gas prices intensified.  Supplies of Russian gas 
to Italy fell by 25 per cent, according to Eni, the country’s 
biggest oil and gas supplier. Deliveries of Russian gas to 
France dropped up to 30 per cent, Gaz de France said. Many 
central and eastern European countries, which depend 
heavily on gas from Russia, reported even larger declines.”   

The Wall Street Journal (1/3, White, Cummins, 2.11M) 
notes “the sudden crisis highlighted concerns about Europe's 
dependence on Russia, which supplies a quarter of the 
continent's gas, at a time of growing fears that the Kremlin is 
using energy as a political weapon.”  The Christian Science 
Monitor (1/3, Weir, 61K) runs a similar report in which it says 
that “with 80 percent of Russian gas exports flowing through 
Ukraine, wintry Europe could be hard hit.”  The Washington 
Times/Reuters (1/3, Clothier) runs a similar story. 

In an analysis piece, the New York Times (1/3, Chivers, 
1.19M) says for “President Vladimir V. Putin and Russia, 
2006 was supposed to be a banner year. Instead, it has 
begun badly, and with problems of the Kremlin's own making.  
The Kremlin, which labored in 2005 to distance itself from the 
ill will that accompanied its destruction of the Yukos oil 
company and the bungled handling of the rigged Ukrainian 
presidential election in 2004, has begun the new year with a 
display of politics and bullying, followed by partial retreat, that 
is raising fresh questions about its reliability as an 
international energy partner.” 

CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight (1/2, Romans) said “critics of 
President Putin say he's using Soviet-style tactics to bully 
Russia's neighbors.”  In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, 2.11M) says, “Putin certainly has a flair for timing. The 
Russian President is assuming the chairmanship of the G-8 
democratic nations in the same week that he's been 
attempting some Soviet-style energy extortion against 
Ukraine. …  The Kremlin's real goal here isn't money so much 
as political influence over its democratic, free-thinking and 
formerly subservient Slavic neighbor. A year ago Ukraine's 
Viktor Yushchenko used his ‘Orange Revolution’ to defeat the 
Kremlin's handpicked presidential candidate and turn toward 
the West.  The energy squeeze is Mr. Putin's attempt at 
revenge, notably coming less than three months before 
Ukraine's parliamentary elections.” 

David Satter, who is “affiliated” with the Hoover 
Institution, the Hudson Institute and Johns Hopkins, writes in 
the Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M), “With Sunday's 
accession of Vladimir Putin to the presidency of the G-8, post-
Soviet Russia has achieved a new level of recognition and 
prestige as a democratic state.  The recognition is 
undeserved. Instead of being democratic or even becoming 
democratic, Russia is daily sinking deeper into 
authoritarianism and lawlessness. …  The Putin regime 
cannot ignore the views of G-8 colleagues. This is why the 

West needs to use all its influence to counteract Russia's self-
destructive behavior.” 

Winter Weather Cuts Aid To Earthquake 
Refugees In Pakistan.  The Washington Post/AP (1/3, 
A14, Khan) reports Pakistani earthquake survivors “struggled 
Monday to keep their children warm as the bitter winter hit 
Kashmir, grounding helicopter aid flights and blocking roads 
for the second straight day. …  The Pakistan meteorological 
office forecast continued rain and snow for the next two days 
and low temperatures of 21 degrees Fahrenheit in the plains 
and 7 degrees Fahrenheit above 5,000 feet.  For the second 
straight day, helicopters from the United Nations, foreign 
militaries and Pakistan's army were not able to deliver 
winterized tents, clothes, food and other provisions in the 
quake zone because of poor visibility, said Maj. Farooq Nasir, 
an army spokesman.  They were trying to move supplies by 
truck, but mudslides and snow have also made some roads 
impassable, he said.” 

New Russian Law On NGOs Seen As Stifling 
Democracy.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 10, 2:20, 
Mendenall) reported, “This week, Russia passed a new law 
that tightens the Kremlin’s control over nearly a half million 
non-governmental organizations or NGOs, many of which 
have been critical of the president.  Like Human Rights 
Watch, which says the Kremlin, irked by reports of human 
rights abuses, could use the new law to close it down. …  The 
law also makes it harder to operate for other prominent US 
organizations promoting democracy, which Putin has 
accused of spying and supporting political revolutions on 
Russia’s borders in Ukraine and Georgia, something the 
Kremlin doesn’t want to spread much to Russia’s borders.” 

Last Alternative Russian News Outlet Beset By 
Turmoil.  The New York Times (1/2, Kishkovsky) reports, 
“Recent turmoil in the news department of REN-TV, Russia’s 
last nationwide television network with independent news 
programming, has caused concern among media analysts 
and free-speech advocates in the country. …  REN-TV has 
been known for critical news reporting that offered an 
alternative to state channels’ uniformly positive coverage of 
President Vladimir V. Putin, media analysts said.  Its signal 
reaches more than 113 million people, although its audience 
share hovers around 5 percent.” 

Taiwan’s President Calls For Increased 
Defense Spending.  The New York Times (1/2, 
Bradsher) reports Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian 
“called Sunday for increased arms purchases and warned 
against greater economic ties to mainland China, in a 
televised speech that silenced months of speculation that he 
might soon seek to improve relations across the Taiwan 
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Strait.”  The Times notes, “The speech was Mr. Chen’s first 
major policy address since his Democratic Progressive Party 
fared badly in islandwide municipal elections on Dec. 3. …  
The Nationalist Party, which favors closer relations with 
Beijing, did much better in those elections.” 

Pakistan Negotiating Purchase Of Chinese 
Nuclear Reactors.  The Financial Times (1/3, Bokhari) 
reports, “Pakistan is negotiating the purchase of between six 
and eight nuclear power reactors from China during the next 
decade in the most ambitious expansion yet of the country’s 
nuclear energy capability. …  The plants are expected to be 
completed by 2025, with construction starting by 2015, a 
senior Pakistani official told the Financial Times.” 

Sudanese Refugees In Egypt Vulnerable 
Following Deadly Riot.  The New York Times (1/3, 
Slackman, 1.19M) reports, “Hundreds of Sudanese have 
been released from police detention camps onto the streets 
of this city with no money, no place to live - and in many 
cases, no shoes - three days after the riot police attacked a 
squatter camp set up as a protest to press the United Nations 
to relocate the migrants to another country. …  The attack 
officially left 26 dead, including seven small children, and 
many others injured.”  The Times adds, “So many were left 
dead, and the international condemnation was so 
embarrassing, that President Hosni Mubarak has told the 
attorney general to investigate.  But the government's official 
position is that the Sudanese were to blame. Magdy Rady, 
the government's chief spokesman, said the Sudanese 
injured their own people by trampling those who collapsed, 
and he said they also attacked the police, injuring more than 
70 officers.”  The Times notes, “The Sudanese were unarmed 
and many were barefoot.  The police were wearing riot gear, 
including helmets with face shields, and wielded truncheons.” 

Korean Retailers Exert Power In China.  The New 
York Times (1/2, Onishi) reports, “At Korea City, on the top 
floor of the Xidan Shopping Center, a warren of tiny shops 
sell hip-hop clothes, movies, music, cosmetics and other 
offerings in the South Korean style.  To young Chinese 
shoppers, it seemed not to matter that some of the products, 
like New York Yankees caps or Japan’s Astro Boy dolls, 
clearly have little to do with South Korea.  Or that most items 
originated, in fact, in Chinese factories. …  From clothes to 
hairstyle, music to television dramas, South Korea has been 
defining the tastes of many Chinese and other Asians for the 
past half decade.” 

Morales Election Seen As Evidence Of 
Castro’s Growing Influence.  The Washington Post’s 
Jackson Diehl (1/2) writes, “Here's a sad but safe new year's 

prediction: U.S. relations with Latin America, which plunged to 
their lowest point in decades in 2005, will get still worse in 
2006.”  Bolivia’s Evo Morales “will probably take instruction 
from Chavez, Kirchner and Fidel Castro -- who at age 79 
must believe he is finally seeing the emergence of the 
totalitarian bloc he and Che Guevara tried and failed to create 
in the 1960s.” 

Bolivia’s Morales Says He Will Be America’s “Worst 
Nightmare.”  Time (1/9, Padgett) reports that Bolivia’s 
President-elect Evo Morales “won a stunning landslide in last 
month’s election in no small part because he pledged to 
legalize far more cultivation of coca, which Aymara Indians 
like him have chewed for centuries for traditional medicinal 
purposes and which the U.S. has tried for decades to 
eradicate in Bolivia because drug traffickers use it to make 
cocaine. Morales impishly claims that coca-leaf extract is part 
of the formula of the classic American beverage Coca-Cola (a 
legend the company has consistently declined to comment 
on) and adds, ‘It’s not right that exporting coca is legal for 
Coca-Cola but not for the rest of us!’  The Yankee baiting is 
part of Morales’ stated intention to be the U.S.’s ‘worst 
nightmare.’”  The Bush Administration “has reason to be 
spooked. Morales’ win has helped build momentum for a 
resurgence of leftist and often anti-U.S. candidates around 
Latin America. At least nine presidential races are slated for 
the region this year, and leftists could win at least five -- 
including those in the two most populous countries, Brazil and 
Mexico, as well as in coca producers like Peru and Ecuador. 
Leftists have toppled conservative governments in Uruguay 
and Honduras, and socialist Michelle Bachelet is favored to 
win Chile’s presidential runoff on Jan. 15. To punctuate the 
situation, the radical left-wing President of oil-rich Venezuela, 
Hugo Chavez…is all but certain to be re-elected at year’s 
end.” 

Ivory Coast Military Installation Attacked.  The 
New York Times/AP (1/3) reports, “Gunmen attacked the 
main military barracks in Abidjan, Ivory Coast's largest city, on 
Monday, with gunfire and heavy explosions that shook the 
surrounding area, authorities said.  The armed forces chief, 
Gen. Phillipe Mangou, said that the attack occurred around 6 
a.m. at Camp Akuedo, and that military forces had repulsed it.  
There was no word on who carried out the assault.” 

Subsistence Farming Said To Encourage Child 
Labor In Ethiopia.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Wax, 
744K) reports Ethiopia “has one of the highest rates of child 
labor in the world,” according to the UN.  Nine million children 
“are employed, 90 percent of them in the agricultural sector. 
…  Factors pushing children into the fields include ancient 
farming techniques, overworked land, the AIDS epidemic and 
a booming population of 74 million.”  The Post notes, “It is 
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also an impoverished rural society where 85 percent of the 
population farms two-acre plots of land, too small to turn a 
profit, and nearly every plot is worked to exhaustion.  Studies 
have shown that cultures dependent on subsistence farming 
also have the highest rates of child labor.” 

Former Political Prisoners Detail Burmese 
Junta’s Abuses.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, 
Sipress, Nakashima, 744K) reports on Burmese political 
prisoners Min Ko Naing and Myo Myint both of whom “passed 
more than a third of his life in prison when both were released 
in 2004. Min Ko Naing, 44, remained in Burma, under scrutiny 
of the secret police.  Myo Myint, 43, fled to a small town just 
over the border in Thailand.  Their testimony, provided in 
separate interviews last month, highlights the psychological 
and physical abuse endured by political prisoners in Burma, 
which is ruled by a military junta.  More than 1,100 people 
remain in jail for seeking democratic reform, according to 
Amnesty International.  The two men's accounts reveal how 
determined they remain to press for social change despite 
torture inside prison walls and only the remote prospect for a 
shift in power outside them.  Myo Myint now works with a 
group advocating prisoner rights.  Min Ko Naing is urging the 
government and its opponents to set aside political 
differences to ease the country's deepening poverty and treat 
spreading disease.” 

Strike Follows Purge At Beijing Newspaper.  
The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Marquand, 61K) reports, 
“An emotional strike by 100 journalists at [Beijing’s] most 
popular and lively newspaper follows a 16-month campaign to 
quash a broad range of ‘unapproved’ public speech in areas 
verging on politics or society. …  In the case of Beijing News, 
whose progressive editor Yang Bin was replaced without 
warning last week, Chinese authorities dealt a seemingly fatal 
blow to a publishing project that two years ago gave the press 
some freedom to experiment.  Last June the paper reported 
on violent land disputes in Hebei province, and last month, in 
what may have precipitated the purge, it published tame, but 
independent, stories on the official coverup of a massive 
benzene chemical spill in the Songhua River.  Last Thursday, 
in a gritty south Beijing neighborhood, nearly 100 reporters 
left the news offices.  They began a short-lived strike - a rarity 
in China - and signed a petition asking for Mr. Yang's 
reinstatement.” 

Kirchner Seen As Moving Argentina To Left.  
The New York Times (1/3, Rohter, 1.19M) reports, “Just four 
years ago, Argentina's economy was prostrate and its politics 
in chaos, after a financial crisis resulted in bank deposits 
being frozen, the government defaulting on more than $100 
billion in debt and five presidents holding office in two weeks.  

But on Tuesday, the country is expected to pay off the last of 
its debt to the International Monetary Fund and simply walk 
away from further negotiations with the group. …  The $9.8 
billion payment is an important symbolic milestone and just 
one of several recent signs that President Néstor Kirchner 
appears to be concentrating more power in his own hands 
and steering his government to the left.  Since a midterm 
election victory in October, Mr. Kirchner has also moved to 
establish an alliance with Venezuela's populist leader, Hugo 
Chávez, and, as a traditional Peronist, to extend the hand of 
the state deeper into the economy, the judiciary and the news 
media.” 

LATimes Says North Korea Worsening Famine 
With Secrecy.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2) editorializes, 
“Many third world countries would have been driven to the 
wall by back-to-back years of floods and drought.  But North 
Korea, which suffered nature’s disasters a decade ago, 
makes its problems worse with its leader’s paranoid, Stalinist 
determination to isolate the nation from outsiders.  For 10 
years, the United Nations’ World Food Program has done 
what it could to limit the number of deaths by famine, 
providing millions of tons of food worth more than $1 billion.  
When Pyongyang sometimes refused to let U.N. officials visit 
a province, the organization cut off the food.  Its policy of ‘no 
access, no food aid’ is necessary to ensure that dictators 
such as North Korea’s Kim Jong Il don’t take the milk and 
grain and give it to their soldiers and trusted civil servants, 
rather than those who need it most.  But now North Korea 
has forbidden private charities and the U.N. agency to deliver 
food.  Pyongyang claims an improved harvest last year, and 
help from China and South Korea, will provide enough to feed 
its 23 million people. But outside experts are doubtful.  A 
more likely reason for stopping food aid is to keep foreigners 
away and increase the already tight control by Kim’s regime.” 

NYTimes Says Administration “Name-Calling” 
Against Korea Is Counter Productive.  The New York 
Times (1/3, 1.19M) editorializes, “Calling North Korea nasty 
names is easy and satisfying.  Negotiating is hard and 
frustrating. So for four years, the Bush administration put 
more creative energy into name-calling than into serious talks.  
The main result was that the North moved four years further 
along toward being able to threaten its neighbors with nuclear 
weapons. …  The North can afford to take its time over 
resolving the nuclear issue, wasting diplomatic energy on 
disruptive and bullying tactics.  The United States cannot 
afford that luxury. It makes little sense for the Bush 
administration to return to name-calling or to rule out high-
level talks on the Patriot Act sanctions.”  According to the 
Post, “The window that briefly opened for diplomacy after 
John Bolton moved from nonproliferation issues to the United 
Nations is once again in danger of being slammed shut, 
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reportedly at the urging of Vice President Dick Cheney and 
Mr. Bolton's successor in the nonproliferation job, Robert 
Joseph.” 

 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 
Los Angeles Times: 
“Cantonese Is Losing Its Voice.” 
“Voting System Results Still Out.” 
“New Beginning In U.S. Comes At Agonizing Cost.” 
“W. Virginia Blast Leaves 13 Coal Miners Trapped.” 
“Storm Stoked By Fierce Winds.” 
“Rain Dampens Everything But Spirit.” 
USA Today: 
“Hospital Building Booms In 'Burbs.” 
“Dangerous Gas Hinders Effort; Mine Had Safety Citations.” 
“Bush Entering A Tough Time For Two-Termers.” 
New York Times: 
“New Rules Set Fr Giving Out Antiterror Aid.” 
“Russia Restores Most Of Gas Cut To Ukraine Line.” 
“Blast Traps 13 In A Coal Mine In West Virginia.” 
“As Argentina's Debt Dwindles, President's Power Steadily 
Grows.” 
“Owners' Web Gives Realtors Run For Money.” 
Washington Post: 
“Independence To End Flights On Thursday.” 
“Pr. George's Community A Sanctuary No More.” 
“U.S. Cedes Duties In Rebuilding Afghanistan.” 
“As Rural Ethiopians Struggle, Child Labor Can Mean 
Survival.” 
“Obese Patients Increase Need For Specialized Medical 
Care.” 
“West Virginia Mine Explosion Traps 13.” 
Washington Times: 
"Redskins Celebrate Long Awaited Playoff Return." 
"Discount Carrier To Stop Flying." 
"Europe Spurs Russia To Turn On Gas." 
"Iraq, Economy Return To Top Of Bush Agenda." 
"Saddam Prefers Death By Shooting." 
"13 W. Va Miners Trapped By Blast; Resuce Team Sent." 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 
"Bulldogs Lose Nail Biter At Dome." 
"Crews Dig For Miners." 
"Storms Rake Metro Area." 
"A Tiny Town That's Fit To Be Tied - Twice." 
Dallas Morning News: 
“Town Destroyed By Fire.” 

Houston Chronicle: 
“Abramoff Plea Bargain Announcement Expected.” 
“Strayhorn Declares She'll Run As Independent.” 
“Fed Up With Gunshots, One Man Calls On The Angels.”  
“Absentee Ballots Show Turn In Mexico's Politics.” 
“4 KBR Contractors Killed In Collision At Iraq Base.”  
“Texans Let Capers, Two Top Assistants Go.” 
Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC:  Preempted by College Football. 
CBS:  WV Mine Accident; TX-OK Brushfires; CA Flooding; 
Abramoff Plea Bargain; Food Labels; American Heroes; Iraqi 
Burials; Japan Birthrate. 
NBC:  WV Mine Accident; Mine Accident Analysis; Mine 
Accident Witness; CA Flooding; TX-OK Brushfires; NY Plane 
Accident; Credit Card Payments; Iraq-Oil Prices; Indonesia 
Flooding; Germany-Ice Rink Collapse; Iraq-US Teen. 
Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News 
Broadcasts: 
ABC:  WV-mine explosion; CA-levee repairs; CA-heavy rains; 
OK, TX-wildfires. 
CBS:  WV-mine explosion; CA-heavy rains; OK, TX-wildfires. 
NPR:  WV-mine explosion; Independence Air shut down; 
Haiti-presidential candidate arrested; Germany-ice rink 
collapse; CA-heavy rains; Midwest, South-tornadoes; Israel-
Gaza car bombing. 

WASHINGTON’S SCHEDULE: 
Today's Events In Washington. 
White House: 

PRESIDENT BUSH – Participates in a meeting on the 
Patriot Act, Roosevelt Room, White House.  Pool at bottom. 

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY – No public schedule. 
US Senate:  FLOOR SCHEDULE _ 12 p.m.  The Senate 
will convene for a pro forma session.  Notes: Once today's 
session adjourns, the Senate is not expected to meet until 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2006.  
US House:  No Scheduled Events. 
Other.  ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LAW SCHOOLS _ 
The Association of American Law Schools holds their five day 
annual meeting. Workshops and plenary sessions for law 
professors, researchers and professionals. Topics will include 
the Iraqi Constitution, educational diversity, balancing life in 
law school, religious law, contracts, economics and 
international law.  Location: Most events at Washington 
Marriott Wardman Park, 2660 Woodley Road NW. 

URBAN SECURITY-CHERTOFF _ 10:30 a.m. 
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff participates in 
a news conference on 2006 Urban Area Security Initiative 
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Grants.  Location: Building 21, Nebraska Avenue Complex, 
3801 Nebraska Ave, NW. 

Copyright 2005 by the Bulletin News Network, Inc.  
Reproduction without permission prohibited.  Editorial content 
is drawn from thousands of newspapers, national magazines, 
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The Attorney General’s News Briefing is published five days a 
week for the Office of Public Affairs by BulletinNews, which 
creates custom news briefings for government and corporate 
leaders and also publishes the White House Bulletin, 
Frontrunner and Washington Morning Update.  We can be 
found on the Web at BulletinNews.com, or called at (703) 
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TERRORISM NEWS: 
White House Plans Focus On Iraq, Economy 
For 2006.  In a story that runs over 2100 words highlighting 
political and policy opportunities for the Administration -- as 
well as potential pitfalls, USA Today (1/3, Jackson, Page, 
2.31M) says that while past president have faced their 
greatest difficulties during the sixth year of their tenure, the 
White House is making preparations for a “better year” 
ahead.  USA adds that for President Bush, 2005 “was a year 
of growing public impatience with the Iraq war, angst over 
record gas prices, devastation from Hurricane Katrina, the 
collapse of his Social Security plan and, finally, a firestorm 
over his decision to authorize targeted domestic spying 
without court warrants.  Now he faces a challenge that has 
upended the best-laid plans of his predecessors: his sixth 
year in office.”  However, the White House “and its allies see 
opportunities, though, sixth year or not.”  Top aides “say Bush 
aims to travel more often and speak out more forcefully, 
touting the economy as underappreciated good news.”  To 
“avoid the sort of stalemate that undermined his Social 
Security proposal, Bush will downsize his domestic agenda, 
proposing changes in immigration law but shelving, at least 
for now, plans for a tax overhaul.”  White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan “says the basic game plan is simple:  ‘The 
economy and progress in Iraq.’”  USA adds Bush’s “most 
powerful aide, Karl Rove, has invited think-tank analysts, 
authors and others to the White House for ideas to help 
reinvigorate the president's domestic agenda.”  But there is 
“trouble on the horizon, too, and events that are outside 
White House control,” such as in Iraq, the CIA leak 
investigation, and the Abramoff probe.  USA then outlines the 
White House’s planned strategy across a number of policy 
fronts. 

The Washington Times (1/3, Sammon, 90K) reports 
President Bush “is planning to spend 2006 getting back to the 
basics of his agenda by making the case for his policies on 
Iraq and the economy instead of pursuing lofty new domestic 
initiatives.”  White House spokesman Trent Duffy said, “The 
president will begin the new year very much in the way he left 
2005, which is to discuss the country's two top priorities, 
keeping our economy strong and growing stronger and 
creating jobs, and also winning the war on terrorism.”  The 
Times adds that is “not to say Mr. Bush will not reveal new 
initiatives in his State of the Union address, tentatively 
scheduled for Jan. 31.  But those initiatives are expected to 
be more modest than his ambitious quest to reform Social 

Security, partly because it will be harder to enact his agenda 
in a congressional re-election year.”  Aides “hinted that Mr. 
Bush will try to make his tax cuts permanent, pass an 
immigration reform law and push for additional energy 
legislation, including a measure to open oil exploration in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.  Although he has 
not officially abandoned Social Security reform, he will spend 
less time promoting the long-shot initiative.”   

Democrats To Attack Bush, GOP On Privacy 
Issues.  The Washington Times (1/3, Hurt, 90K) reports 
congressional Democrats “are drafting a strategy to attack the 
Bush administration and Republicans as having little regard 
for the privacy of Americans.”  Before Christmas, Senate 
Minority Whip Richard Durbin said, “We will initiate at the 
beginning of this year one of the most serious debates and 
discussions on Capitol Hill in our history about individual 
rights and liberties.”  The Times adds the “topic will be a 
major focus of the Supreme Court confirmation hearings of 
federal Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. as privacy rights -- the 
political code phrase for abortion rights -- already has 
become a major issue, Mr. Durbin said.”  Democratic leaders 
“then plan to keep the issue alive as they continue their 
opposition to key parts of the USA Patriot Act, which is set to 
expire in early February unless extended.”  But the “real 
payoff, Democrats say, will be the hearings into President 
Bush's authorization of warrantless spying on terror 
suspects.” 

Comey Opposed Parts Of NSA Domestic 
Spying Program.  CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight  (1/2, 
Romans) reported, “The White House is vowing to 
aggressively defend its program to secretly wiretap 
Americans in the days and weeks ahead. But this upcoming 
offensive comes amid new reports of serious internal debate 
in the Bush administration over the legality of this program.”  
CNN (Quijano) added, “Government officials say during at 
least part of James Comey's tenure as deputy attorney 
general, he vigorously opposed parts of the National Security 
Agency's secret domestic surveillance program and refused 
to sign off on its renewal.”  On Sunday, President Bush 
“would not comment directly when asked whether he was 
aware of any high-level resistance to the NSA program. 
Instead, he again forcefully defended its use, calling it legal 
and necessary.”  CNN added that “sources have told CNN 
that the surveillance program was stopped in 2004 for a short 
time because of legal questions. Some changes were then 
made to the program, but it's not clear what those changes 
were.” 
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Williams Says Domestic Spying Program Is Hard To 
Defend.  Pete Williams said on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2) that 
the domestic surveillance program is “a hard program to 
defend, because we don’t know the extent of it or precisely 
how it worked. …  Now, the legal justification they make is 
twofold.  First, they say, the president has a constitutional 
authority as commander-in-chief to do this. And secondly, 
they say, when Congress authorized the use of military force, 
which was right after 9/11, it gave the president whatever 
authority he needed to do in wartime.  Intelligence gathering, 
the administration argued, is incident to making war and the 
president has authority under that law as well. That’s been 
their legal argument. 

Mitchell Says Administration Needs To Be “More 
Out Front” About Eavesdropping.  Andrea Mitchell of NBC 
News said on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2), “I think [Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen] Specter is a bellwether. 
…  Right now the administration is pressing Specter to give 
this up and let the intelligence community do this in secret.  
And he’s been arguing that this needs to be the Judiciary 
Committee. That there are major legal issues involved.  One 
of the things that the White House probably is still resisting, 
but really needs to do, is be a little bit more out front, because 
it’s not just a handful of cases. It’s at least 500 people at a 
time being eavesdropped upon. And in fact, there were 
millions and millions of calls and e-mails that were swept up 
in this electronic vacuum cleaner.’ 

Thomas Says Presidents Always Give Themselves 
Power In Times Of War.  Evan Thomas of Newsweek said 
on MSNBC’s Hardball (1/2) that this is “an historic moment.  
A couple hundred years of presidents in times of crisis 
reaching out, giving a lot of power to themselves. Inevitably, 
there’s a reaction, first it starts with a bureaucracy, it’s a little 
slow and then seeps into the public.  You can trace this after 
Watergate, Vietnam, World War II, World War I, every time 
we have a war, presidents do this. Eventually there’s a 
reaction. I think that reaction is beginning now.  What’s not 
clear is how severe it is, whether the president is going to get 
whapped back, but you can feel some emanations off of 
Capitol Hill, as often where it starts, that people are starting to 
say, hey, maybe the balance is a little bit out of whack here.” 

Bush Defends Domestic Wiretap Program.  
President Bush on Sunday visited San Antonio to meet with 
wounded Iraq veterans and staff at the Brooke Army Medical 
Center.  That visit, however, was largely upstaged by what 
NBC called his “strongly worded defense” of the 
Administration’s use of the National Security Agency to 
wiretap people in the US.  Other reports also tended to state 
say Bush defended the program “strongly” or “fiercely.”  The 
President made the remarks as media reports indicated there 
was some dissension within the Justice Department over the 
legality of the program -- and as four senators backed holding 
hearings.  The story was the lead on NBC, while CBS 

covered it in a full segment and ABC mentioned it briefly.  
Today’s major newspapers also cover the story in depth.   

NBC Nightly News (1/1, lead story, 2:30, Costello) 
reported the President said, “yet again, in a very strongly 
worded defense,” that “if al Qaeda is trying to call someone, 
the government should now who and why.”  Bush “felt 
compelled again to defend the secret White House program 
to monitor email traffic and listen into the phone calls of as 
many as 500 Americans each day without court approval.  
Mr. Bush said only international calls to and from the US and 
involving known al Qaeda sympathizers were tapped.”  
President Bush:  “It seems logical to me if we know a phone 
number associated with al Qaeda and or an al Qaeda 
affiliate, and they are making phone calls, it makes sense to 
find out why.”  Costello:  “The President again emphasized 
Congress was kept informed of the program, which was 
regularly reviewed by the Justice Department and found to be 
legal.  But the New York Times reported that then-Deputy 
Attorney General James Comey resisted approving parts of 
the spying program out of concern that it wasn’t legal.  And 
Newsweek reports in a cover story that then-Attorney General 
John Ashcroft refused to overrule Comey, while Time 
magazine reports that the President even bypassed top 
Justice Department attorneys who normally reviewed top-
secret intelligence programs.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 4, 2:00, Roberts) 
reported, “Bush again fiercely defended his domestic spying 
program, one that authorizes the government to monitor 
conversations to and from the US without a court warrant.”  In 
an “attempt to dissuade congressional hearings its legality, he 
says even the program’s disclosure has damaged national 
security and in answer to criticisms about possible civil liberty 
violations he argues that spying is limited in scope.”  
President Bush:  “If somebody from al Qaeda is calling you, 
we’d like to know why.  In the meantime, this program is 
conscious of people’s civil liberties, as am I.”  Roberts:  
“Today four US Senators, including Richard Lugar, the 
Republican Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee 
said that hearings on the President’s authorization of 
domestic spying without warrants are appropriate.” 

The New York Times (1/2, Lichtblau) reports Senator 
Arlen Specter, “a Pennsylvania Republican and chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, has already pledged to make 
hearings into the program one of his highest priorities.”  In a 
letter to Specter on Sunday, “Senator Charles E. Schumer, a 
New York Democrat who is also on the committee, said the 
panel should also explore ‘significant concern about the 
legality of the program even at the very highest levels of the 
Department of Justice.’” 

Lugar, appearing on CNN’s Late Edition (1/1, Blitzer), 
said, “I can understand in the context of 9/11 that there may 
have been, in a common sense way, a reason why calls 
coming from the Middle East or Afghanistan to America might 
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be intercepted, but I think the Congress quite rightly is trying 
to take a look at now that we’re past 9/11, we’re going to 
have to live with the war on terror for a long, long while.”  
Asked if he advocated holding hearings on the matter, Lugar 
responded, “I do.  I think this is an appropriate time. …  I think 
we want to see what in the course of time really works best 
and the FISA Act has worked pretty well from the time of 
President Carter’s day to the current time.” 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, on Fox News Sunday (1/1, 
Wallace), said, “Thank goodness the Justice Department is 
investigating to find out who has been endangering our 
national security by leaking this information so that our 
enemies now have a greater sense of what our techniques 
are in going after terrorists.  The overwhelming majority of the 
American people understand that we need new techniques in 
the wake of 9/11 in order to protect us. …  This needs to be 
investigated, because whoever leaked this information has 
done the U.S. and its national security a great disservice.” 

ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 6, :20, Harris) 
reported, “There are reports that high-level officials at the 
Justice Department objected to the Administration’s 
controversial domestic spying program.”  Reuters (1/2, 
Zakaria) notes the New York Times “reported on Sunday that 
James Comey, a deputy to then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft, was concerned about the legality of the NSA 
program and refused to extend it in 2004.”  White House 
aides “then turned to Ashcroft while the attorney general was 
hospitalized for gallbladder surgery, the Times said.”  The AP 
(1/2, Riechmann) says Bush “didn’t answer a reporter’s 
question about whether he was aware of any resistance to 
the program at high levels of his administration and how that 
might have influenced his decision to approve it.” 

The New York Post (1/2, Mangan, Dicker) reports, 
“President Bush belittled top Justice Department official 
James Comey with the nickname ‘Cuomo’ after the former 
Manhattan U.S. attorney balked at allowing controversial 
warrantless eavesdropping to catch terrorists, a new report 
claims.” The Post continues, “Comey acquired the nickname 
— which referred to New York ex-Gov. Mario Cuomo — after 
Bush administration officials concluded he was not a ‘team 
player’ on that and other issues, Newsweek reports. …  
Comey, who now is general counsel for the Lockheed Martin 
corporation, could not be reached for comment. …  But 
Cuomo laughingly told The Post, ‘I'll say this — Comey and 
Cuomo have this in common: They both agree that the 
president was wrong.’ …  The White House denied that Bush, 
who has a penchant for doling out nicknames, tagged Comey 
with the scornful sobriquet.” 

New York Daily News (1/2, Siemaszko) reports, 
“Schumer also said he will ask Specter to question top White 
House officials such as former Acting Attorney General Jim 
Comey, who reportedly opposed the secret domestic 
eavesdropping on legal grounds. …  ‘When Comey, who was 

one of the premier terrorism prosecutors in this country, said 
that he thought this program violated the law ... it calls into 
question the way the president and the vice president went 
about changing it,’ Schumer said on ‘Fox News Sunday.’” 

Schumer, on Fox News Sunday (1/1, Wallace), 
commented, “The problem here is that the President thought 
there was a problem -- that’s legitimate -- but instead of 
coming to people and saying ‘okay, I need changes in the 
law,’ he just changed it on his own.  And today’s 
revelations…really heighten the concerns about this.  When 
[former Deputy Attorney General James] Comey, who was 
one of the premiere terrorism prosecutors in this country, said 
that he thought this program violated the law, when it’s 
reported that people at the NSA -- and none of these people 
are left-wing liberals -- had real doubts about the program, it 
calls into question the way the president and vice president 
went about changing it.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/2, Roche, Chen) says Bush 
“strongly defended the domestic eavesdropping program,” 
and quotes the President saying, “If somebody from Al 
Qaeda is calling you, we’d like to know why. …  We’re at war 
with a bunch of coldblooded killers.” 

The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Rein) notes it was 
Bush’s “third defense in two weeks of his secret domestic 
spying program.”  The Post quotes Bush saying, “This is a 
limited program designed to prevent attacks on the United 
States of America, and I repeat limited.”  The Post later says, 
“The president’s first public comments of the new year after 
no public appearances last week offered a glimpse into how 
his administration intends to deflect congressional inquiries 
into his authorization of wiretaps on terrorism suspects -- with 
a vigorous defense of the program as a matter of national 
security.” 

The Washington Times (1/2, Curl) adds the President 
also “criticized anew the leaker who revealed the program to 
the New York Times, which published a front-page article 
about it on the day the Senate was scheduled to vote on an 
extension of the Patriot Act.  ‘There’s an enemy out there.  
They read newspapers, they listen to what you write, they 
listen to what you put on the air, and they react,’ said Mr. 
Bush, who added that the leak of the program causes great 
harm to national security.” 

NSA Surveillance Credited With Stopping Terror 
Attacks Post-9/11.  Syndicated columnist Charles 
Krauthammer, appearing on Fox News Sunday (1/1, 
Wallace), said, “There’s a great irony here.  Everybody has 
been asking of themselves for the last four years why haven’t 
we had a second attack. …  But what we’ve heard over the 
last six months with these revelations, these so-called 
scandals, of the secret prisons where high-level Al Qaida 
have been held, the coercive interrogation which is under 
attack in the McCain amendment, and now the NSA 
eavesdropping -- we have the untold story which the 

DOJ_NMG_0141889



 

 6

administration could not tell.  It knew why we had been 
protected. …  We had a means, technological, in the NSA 
eavesdropping, and also other means in capturing these 
terrorists, of getting information.  It’s worked.  It’s held us 
safe.” 

DOJ Probes Of High-Level Leaks Seldom Meet With 
Success.  Knight Ridder (1/2, Mondics) reports, “When 
President Bush defended the National Security Agency after 
the disclosure that it had spied on hundreds of Americans, he 
angrily denounced media leaks about the program, and the 
Justice Department has now opened a criminal probe. …  But 
an ongoing Justice investigation of the president's own staff 
in an unrelated leak case and the handling of hundreds of 
other leak allegations each year suggest that the probe of the 
NSA leak - which focuses on the disclosure of classified 
information to The New York Times - faces huge obstacles.” 
Knight Ridder continues, “Only two government officials have 
ever been convicted of leaking classified information to a 
news organization. Samuel L. Morison, a Navy intelligence 
analyst, was prosecuted for leaking three spy satellite photos 
to Jane's Defence Weekly in 1984; Jonathan Randel, a 
former Drug Enforcement Administration analyst, was 
convicted in 1999 of leaking confidential information about 
DEA investigations to a London newspaper.” Knight Ridder 
adds, “More recently, special prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald 
acknowledged difficulty proving that any laws governing the 
release of classified information were broken in the White 
House leak to the media of a CIA operative's identity. 
Fitzgerald did win an indictment Oct. 28 of I. Lewis "Scooter" 
Libby, former chief of staff to Vice President Cheney, for 
allegedly lying to investigators in the case. But after two 
years, Fitzgerald has charged no one with illegally releasing 
sensitive national security information - the charge that 
prompted the investigation. …  Mark Corallo, a former Justice 
spokesman who is now a spokesman for Bush adviser Karl 
Rove in matters related to the Fitzgerald investigation, said 
the department typically received hundreds of requests a year 
from intelligence agencies to investigate leaks, and most 
cases went nowhere. …  One reason is that the Justice 
Department, despite a handful of high-profile cases, has been 
reluctant to subpoena reporters who for reasons of 
confidentiality declined to testify; another is that laws 
governing such prosecutions require the government to show 
that the leaker intended to break the law - a difficult hurdle to 
clear.” 

Bush Will Begin 2006 “Preoccupied” By Domestic 
Spying Controversy.  Time (1/9, Lacayo) reports that 
President Bush’s 2002 Executive Order allowing the NSA to 
eavesdrop without a warrant on phone conversations, e-mail 
and other electronic communications “remained a closely 
guarded secret” for four years.  Time adds, “Because the 
NSA program was so sensitive, Administration officials tell 
TIME, the ‘lawyers’ group,’ an organization of fewer than half 

a dozen government attorneys the National Security Council 
convenes to review top-secret intelligence programs, was 
bypassed. Instead, the legal vetting was given to Alberto 
Gonzales, then White House counsel. In the weeks since 
Dec. 16, when the program was disclosed by the New York 
Times, it has set off a ferocious debate in Washington and 
around the country about how the rule of law should constrain 
the war on terrorism.  That development ensures that the 
President will start the new year preoccupied for a while with 
a fight over whether his responsibility to prevent another 
attack gave him the power to push aside an act of Congress -
- or, to use the terms of his harshest critics, to break the law.” 

In a separate story, Time (1/9, Tumulty, Allen) reports 
that “the revelation that his Administration has been spying in 
this country without warrants -- illegally, critics say -- may 
have put a crimp in Bush’s plan to climb back on top of the 
agenda as the new legislative session begins. ‘When 
Congress comes back,’ warns a top G.O.P. congressional 
aide, ‘domestic surveillance and privacy issues will be all over 
the front pages.’  To which the President and his strategists 
seem to be saying, Bring it on.”  From the Time the story 
broke, the Administration “decided its strategy would be to 
‘overwhelm the skeptics, not back off, not change anything 
about the program and really home in very strongly on the 
fact that this is a legitimate part of presidential warmaking 
power,’ says an adviser.”  GOP strategists “argue that 
Democrats have little leeway to attack on the issue because it 
could make them look weak on national security and because 
some of their leaders were briefed about the National 
Security Agency (NSA) no-warrant surveillance before it 
became public knowledge. Some key Democrats even 
defend it.”   

“Ferocious” Administration Infighting Delayed 
Domestic Spying Program For A Time.  Newsweek (1/9, 
Thomas, Klaidman) reports, “NEWSWEEK has learned, 
ferocious behind-the-scenes infighting stalled for a time the 
administration’s ambitious program of electronic spying on 
U.S. citizens at home and abroad.”  Newsweek adds, “It does 
not appear that President Bush -- determined to stand tall in 
the war on terror -- or Vice President Cheney, a staunch 
believer in executive power, hesitated to circumvent FISA. 
Asserting the broad warmaking powers conferred on the 
president by Article 2 of the Constitution and by a post-9/11 
congressional resolution authorizing the use of force to 
combat global terror, Bush repeatedly approved of what the 
NSA calls a ‘special collection program’ that eavesdropped -- 
without warrants -- on about 500 Americans a day.” 

“Reassertion Of Presidential Power” Said To Be At 
Heart Of Spying Debate.  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, 
Kaplan) reports, “At the heart of the debate over domestic 
spying is a reassertion of presidential power. Legal advisers 
to the president have made a case for sweeping executive 
authority during wartime. The White House’s authority to 
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render terrorism suspects jailed without trial and run 
warrantless eavesdropping, they argue, is authorized by a 
congressional war resolution passed after 9/11 and by the 
Constitution’s grant of war-making power to the commander 
in chief. Among the prime supporters of this position is Vice 
President Dick Cheney, who as White House chief of staff 
under Gerald Ford saw Congress take back considerable 
amounts of executive power after the abuses of the Nixon 
era.  But Congress and the courts may now be pushing back. 
Legal challenges to the administration’s detention policy and 
the FBI’s national security letters are winding their way 
through the courts.”  Likewise, Time (1/9, Lacayo) says the 
White House “has been developing a very robust 
interpretation of presidential power” to “support its aggressive 
conduct.”  Vice President Dick Cheney “in particular believes 
that presidential power has been unreasonably confined 
since the 1970s.”  Time adds, “Because they required the 
President to plainly bypass an act of Congress, the no-
warrant wiretaps may be the sharpest expression yet of the 
Administration’s willingness to expand the scope of Executive 
power.”  

Domestic Spying Efforts May Be More Widespread 
Than Previously Thought.  U.S. News and World Report 
(1/9, Kaplan) reports, “A string of revelations in recent weeks 
suggests that domestic spying programs may be far broader 
than previously thought.”  Government officials “have offered 
spirited defenses” of these programs.  They say these 
allegations of spying “have been misinterpreted and 
exaggerated,” and they “insist that the public expects law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies to be aggressive in 
the age of terrorism. President Bush was unapologetic about 
the NSA’s warrantless intercepts. …  The FBI, too, has 
mounted a strong defense. No investigations are opened, 
officials say, unless there is ‘specific information about a 
potential criminal or terrorist threat.’ Mere mention of groups 
or individuals in an FBI file, agents say, does not mean they 
are under investigation.”   

Allegations Have Sparked Lawmakers Into Action.  
U.S. News and World Report (1/9, Kaplan) reports that “the 
mounting allegations of domestic spying have sparked 
widespread concern and prompted members of Congress to 
action, among them Arlen Specter, the Pennsylvania 
Republican who chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
who will convene hearings later this month. ‘I want to know 
precisely what they did,’ Specter said. ‘How the NSA utilized 
their technical equipment, whose conversations they 
overheard, how many conversations they overheard, what 
they did with the material, what purported justification there 
was.’ Democrat Rep. Robert Wexler is demanding 
documents on the Defense Department’s secret monitoring 
program, part of a little-known agency called the 
Counterintelligence Field Activity.” 

Time (1/9, Lacayo) adds that “the House and Senate 
Intelligence Committees are almost certain to make deeper 
inquiries. Meanwhile, the Justice Department is launching an 
investigation of its own, into how word of the secret program 
was leaked.”  Justice officials “have refused to say whether 
the overall legality of the NSA program will also be 
investigated.” 

Bush Administration “Implored” NYTimes Editors 
Not To Publish Domestic Spying Story.  Time (1/9, 
Ratnesar) reports on New York Times reporters James Risen 
and Eric Lichtblau, who broke the story “that the Bush 
Administration was running a covert domestic-spying 
program.”  It “took Risen more than a year to get the story 
into print -- and not before President Bush personally 
implored Times editors not to publish Risen and Lichtblau’s 
account of how Bush authorized the National Security 
Agency to wiretap telephone and e-mail communications 
inside the US without court-sanctioned warrants.”  Time adds, 
“At the center of the article’s backstory is Risen, who 
unsuccessfully pushed to publish the wiretap report last year, 
then took a leave to write a book, State of War: The Secret 
History of the CIA and the Bush Administration. It now 
appears he may pay a price for the disclosure: last Friday the 
Justice Department opened an investigation into who leaked 
the existence of the NSA program to the Times, raising the 
prospect of Risen’s being compelled to reveal the identities of 
the ‘nearly dozen’ current and former officials who spoke to 
him about the program or face jail time for contempt of court.” 

Domestic Spying Debate Follows A “Predictable” 
Wartime Pattern.  Newsweek (1/9, Thomas, Klaidman) 
reports in its cover story, “The current debate over national 
security and civil liberties is not new. It follows a predictable 
pattern of a democracy in wartime. …  To understand the 
current struggle -- and judge how seriously to take the Bush 
and Cheney bids for power -- it is useful to compare this 
battle to all the balancing acts that have come before. The 
facts change, but the pattern varies little:  In national crises, 
presidents reach for power.”  A president “will almost always 
choose to violate individual rights over the risk of losing a 
war.”  Newsweek adds, “Congress lies low and goes along. 
…  Typically, in times of national peril, Congress gets swept 
along on a wave of patriotism. …  The bureaucracy pushes 
back. …  Though ‘bureaucrat’ can be a bad name, 
government careerists are sometimes the only ones who will 
uphold standards of fairness or decency. They know, too, that 
they can be left holding the bag if later congressional 
hearings look into dubious secret operations. …  The public 
and the politicians react -- and overreact. Historically, wartime 
encroachments on civil liberties have spawned backlashes. 
…  The American public may be less than sympathetic to the 
targets of the Bush antiterror crackdown. But if the 
administration is shown to have violated the civil liberties of 
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mainstream peace groups or (heaven forbid!) members of the 
press, the outcry could produce an overreaction.” 

More Commentary.  Columnist Ruth Marcus, 
meanwhile, writes in today’s Washington Post (1/2) about 
Bush’s domestic spying, and comments, “Perhaps, in the 
aftermath of Sept. 11, that’s how the country wants its 
intelligence activities conducted.”  But “living on the edge 
inevitably risks falling off a cliff - especially if you choose to 
live there on your own and in secret.”  Marcus says “the need 
for legal checks, the importance of congressional oversight, 
the missteps that inevitably occur when the executive branch 
is accountable only to itself -- seem to have been ignored by 
all the parties involved.  As Congress gears up for another 
needed round of hearings, the challenge is not only to 
discover what happened but also not to forget, again, what 
was already, painfully learned.” 

DOJ IG Finds Terror Specialists At US 
Attorney’s Offices Failing To Coordinate.  The 
Washington Times (1/3, Seper, 90K) reports that a report 
from the Justice Department's Office of Inspector General 
has concluded that “Intelligence specialists at the 93 US 
attorneys' offices assigned to identify terrorist activity and 
assist in prosecutions are not coordinating their efforts and 
lack guidance.”  According to the report, though the offices 
“have made ‘valuable’ individual contributions to 
counterterrorism efforts, their overall effectiveness needs to 
increase through improved coordination and guidance.”  The 
IG report “made eight recommendations to improve the use 
of the specialists, including identifying and providing the 
standard tools they should use, defining the types of results 
they should produce, and establishing the quality standards 
those results should meet. “ 

Former CIA Official Says Agency May Need A 
Decade To Build Up Anti-Terror Service.  Reuters 
(1/2, Morgan) reports, “A former CIA counterterrorism officer 
who tracked Osama bin Laden through the mountains of 
Afghanistan says the U.S. spy agency could need a decade 
to build up its clandestine service for the U.S. war on 
terrorism.”  Gary Berntsen, “a decorated espionage officer 
who led a paramilitary unit code-named ‘Jawbreaker’ in the 
war that toppled the Taliban after the September 11 attacks,” 
said CIA Director Porter Goss “faces an uphill battle to fill the 
agency’s senior ranks with aggressive, seasoned operatives.”  
Berntsen said in an interview, “He’s probably more 
aggressive than most of the senior officers in the clandestine 
service.  So I think he’s having to pull them along a bit.”  
Goss, he added, “is trying to improve the situation.  But it’s 
going to be tough. The rebuilding is going to take years.  A 
decade, at least.” 

Experts Say Padilla Dispute Could Jeopardize 
Terror War.  The Legal Times (1/2, Henning) reports, “This 
time, audacity may not pay off for Bush administration 
lawyers. ….  Having aggressively — and in the view of their 
critics, arrogantly — pursued an expansive view of executive 
power since the start of the war on terrorism, they could see 
their plans derailed by an escalating skirmish over ‘enemy 
combatant’ Jose Padilla.” The Times continues, “Last week 
was punctuated by another round, in a rancorous and highly 
unusual exchange between the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
4th Circuit and the Bush administration over the detention of 
Padilla, a U.S. citizen whose case is regarded as a crucial 
legal litmus test of anti-terrorism tactics. …  In late November 
the government abruptly asked the appeals court to vacate a 
Sept. 9 decision granting President George W. Bush the right 
to detain indefinitely U.S. citizens as enemy combatants 
without charge or trial. It was a move that alienated one of the 
administration’s most reliable judicial allies, the largely 
conservative 4th Circuit.” The Times adds ‘The 
administration’s abandonment of its aggressive position in a 
case that it has touted as crucial to battling terrorists 
confounded outsiders and infuriated the judges who had 
previously given the White House a highly favorable ruling. …  
‘This is perhaps the most important constitutional litigation 
since September 11,’ says Timothy Lynch, director of the 
Cato Institute’s Project on Criminal Justice. ‘They severely 
underestimated the reaction by the judiciary and other legal 
observers. Maybe they missed the forest for the trees and 
lost sight of how big this was, but this is going to hurt the 
credibility of the Justice Department in other terrorism cases.’” 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (1/2, McGough) reports, “It 
must have seemed like a good idea at the time. Fearful of 
another test of presidential power in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the Bush administration in November decided to cut its losses 
and end the 3 1/2-year-long confinement of Jose Padilla as 
an ‘enemy combatant.’ ..  Mr. Padilla, a Brooklyn-born convert 
to Islam, was arrested at Chicago's O'Hare Airport in May 
2002 and was identified by then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft as a participant in an al-Qaida plot to explode a 
radioactive ‘dirty bomb’ in the United States. A federal 
appeals court upheld his detention, but Mr. Padilla's lawyers 
appealed to the Supreme Court. …  Then the Bush 
administration executed a legal U-turn. It secured an 
indictment of Mr. Padilla by a federal grand jury in Florida on 
terrorism charges unrelated to a ‘dirty bomb,’ announced that 
he would be transferred from a Navy brig in Charleston, S.C., 
to a civilian prison in Miami and asked the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Richmond to vacate its decision 
upholding Mr. Padilla's confinement.” The Post-Gazette adds, 
“The 4th Circuit, one of the administration's favorite tribunals, 
wouldn't play. It refused to vacate its order or approve of Mr. 
Padilla's transfer from military to civilian custody. In an 
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opinion by Judge J. Michael Luttig, a conservative icon often 
mentioned as a possible Bush appointee to the Supreme 
Court, the 4th Circuit worried about ‘an appearance that the 
government may be attempting to avoid consideration of our 
decision by the Supreme Court.’ …  Last week the 
administration shot back, demanding that the Supreme Court 
authorize Mr. Padilla's transfer. In a petition filed with the 
Supreme Court, Solicitor General Paul D. Clement fumed that 
‘the 4th Circuit's order defies both law and logic’ and 
constituted an ‘unwarranted attack’ on President Bush's 
authority. Besides, Mr. Clement said, Mr. Padilla's lawyers 
hadn't objected to transferring their client. …  It is true that in 
an earlier filing with the 4th Circuit, Mr. Padilla's attorneys had 
indicated that they wouldn't object to the transfer because 
they could continue to challenge Mr. Padilla's designation as 
an enemy combatant. But last week they took a different tack. 
…  The battle of the briefs between the government and Mr. 
Padilla's lawyers turns on the proper interpretation of a 
federal court rule that says prisoners seeking a writ of habeas 
corpus -- as Mr. Padilla is doing -- ordinarily can't be 
transferred from one jailer to another. But the larger issue in 
the turf war between the 4th Circuit and the Bush 
administration is the same one raised in Mr. Padilla's original 
legal challenge: the scope of presidential power in the ‘war on 
terror.’” 

WPost Comments On Changing Government 
Tactics In The Padilla Case.  The Washington Post (1/2) 
editorializes, “Just when it appeared the case of accused 
enemy combatant Jose Padilla couldn't get any weirder, the 
two parties have switched sides.  In an emergency brief filed 
before the Supreme Court last week, the Justice Department 
asked the justices to step in and allow the government to 
transfer Mr. Padilla immediately from military to civilian 
custody so that he can face the criminal charges recently filed 
against him.  This is the same Justice Department that had 
been arguing for 3 1/2 years that Mr. Padilla could be held 
without charge on President Bush's order as an al Qaeda 
fighter - for much of that time without even having access to 
his lawyers. …  The government is now seeking to release 
Mr. Padilla from his legal limbo, and Mr. Padilla is objecting.” 

US Said To Be Underutilizing Arab, Muslim 
Community In War On Terror.  Randa Fahmy 
Hudome, former associate deputy energy secretary in the 
Bush administration, in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, A24, 2.11M) writes that while the US government “has 
focused on the vital national security challenges posed in the 
post-9/11 environment -- challenges in law enforcement, 
intelligence gathering and public diplomacy,” there is “an 
untapped resource in all 50 states that can provide insight 
into many of these challenges -- the American Arab and 
Muslim community.”  However, “they have been underutilized 

on the frontlines of the global war on terror.  While President 
Bush has appointed more Arab- and Muslim-Americans to 
senior positions than any previous administration, the rest of 
the government has been slow to follow his lead.”  Fahmy 
Hudome states, “The Department of State should create an 
Arab- and Muslim-American Advisory Board -- made up of 
experts who reflect the religious, ethnic and geographic 
diversity of the Middle East -- to advise the US government 
about issues, sensitivities, perceptions and misperceptions 
both here and abroad.” 

Administration Action On Hamadi Release 
Called Inadequate.  Ken Stethem, brother of US Navy 
Diver Robert Stethem, who was murdered during the 1985 
TWA hijacking, was asked on MSNBC’s Scarborough 
Country (1/2), why he wrote to the Bush Administration 
complaining about the release by German authorities of 
Mohammed Ali Hamadi, who was convicted of the murder.  
Stethem said, “We’re absolutely unsatisfied with the 
indifference and the action that they took upon Hamadi’s 
release. …  We've gotten two phone calls, one from Andrew 
Card, wishing us well and saying he's sorry.  And then we got 
one from [State Department Counterterrorism Coordinator] 
Ambassador [Henry] Crumpton…saying basically the same 
thing.”  Stethem went on to say he has not “heard anything” 
from Congress, “and it's unbelievable.”  When asked what the 
Administration’s response to his requests has been, Stethem 
said, “Nothing!  We've been trying to get meetings with 
Condoleezza Rice in the State Department, through the 
Justice Department since May.  And we've not been given the 
opportunity once. …  It's incredible, just incredible to see the 
president soliciting support for the war on terrorism, the same 
week that Hamadi is released and the Administration knew 
about his impending release while the president was 
preparing that speech.” 

PATRIOT ACT: 
White House To Step Up Defense Of Patriot 
Act, NSA Surveillance.  The Financial Times (1/3, 
Daniel) reports the White House “will this week step up efforts 
to defend its policy on the Patriot Act as well as its 
controversial decision to conduct domestic surveillance on 
US citizens without a warrant from a judge, in the face of 
mounting concerns from civil liberties groups.”  President 
Bush “began the counter-offensive with a strong defence of 
his decision in 2001 to authorise the National Security 
Agency to eavesdrop on those suspected of links to al-Qaeda 
and of his legal authority to prosecute the war on terror.”  On 
Tuesday, Bush “will take part in a meeting on the Patriot Act, 
the anti-terrorism legislation that Congress failed to renew 
before the Christmas break.  On Wednesday he will make a 
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statement on the ‘war on terror’ at the Pentagon.”  As “part of 
a co-ordinated approach, Dick Cheney, vice-president, will 
also give a speech about terrorism.” 

HOMELAND RESPONSE: 
Chertoff To Announce Changes To Homeland 
Security Grant Program.  Several media outlets this 
morning are reporting on the upcoming announcement of 
changes to the Urban Area Security Initiative.  The AP 
indicates that Secretary Chertoff has sought the changes, 
while the New York Times notes that he is prepared for some 
negative response.  The New York Times (1/3, Lipton, 1.19M) 
reports, “Facing cuts in antiterrorism financing, the 
Department of Homeland Security plans to announce today 
that it will evaluate new requests for money from an $800 
million aid program for cities based less on politics and more 
on assessments of where terrorists are likely to strike and 
potentially cause the greatest damage, department officials 
say.  The changes to the program, the Urban Area Security 
Initiative, are being driven in part by a reduction in the overall 
pool of money for antiterrorism efforts.”  Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff, who is to announce the shift, said 
in a speech last month that “the changes he was considering 
would require an acknowledgment that the nation could not 
protect itself against all risks.”  DHS officials “would not offer 
predictions of what the likely outcome would be in terms of 
how many cities would see their grants eliminated or cut 
significantly.”  Meanwhile, “Mr. Chertoff has made clear that 
he expects protests when the final grant awards are 
announced.” 

The Wall Street Journal/AP (1/3, A4) reports, “The 
change…addresses both the destruction and lack of 
preparedness seen during Hurricane Katrina.  It also 
reflects…Chertoff's efforts to give his department an all-
hazards mission -- even though it was created as a direct 
result of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.”  The AP notes, 
“Homeland Security spokesman Russ Knocke would not 
comment on which cities will be eligible for grants this year.”  
A longer version of the AP (1/2, Jordan) story noted, “Calls to 
city officials around the country and to the US Conference of 
Mayors for comment were not immediately returned.” 

Under the headline “More Cities Eligible For Urban 
Grants, USA Today (1/3, 2.31M) reported, “Homeland 
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff will announce today 
which cities will receive part of $765 million in annual Urban 
Area Security Initiative grants.  In past years, the grants have 
gone to the nation's 50 largest cities for terror-related security 
measures.  This year, cities that risk being hit by a natural 
disaster or health crisis also are eligible.” 

DHS Issues Manual On Correspondence For 
Employees.  In its “Verbatim” column, the Washington 
Post (1/3, A15, 744K) runs a portion of “a new manual for 
correspondence standards and procedures” sent out by Fred 
Schwien, the Department of Homeland Security's executive 
secretary.  The portion is headlined, “4.3 Statement of 
Lateness (Note: Not in use until on or about Feb 1, 2006),” 
and reads, “If a component response does not meet the five-
day deadline for returning correspondence to the ES, a 
statement of lateness is required. …  Workload and 
component priorities are not valid excuses.  As stated 
previously, for the DHS employee tasked with preparing an 
item for the Secretary or Deputy Secretary signature, there 
are few, if any, higher priorities.” 

Deadline Extended For Evacuees To Leave 
Hotels.  Federal officials have extended the deadline for 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees to check out of their government-
funded hotel rooms.  The AP (1/3, McGill) reports that the 
extension comes as the feds “iron out issues arising from a 
class-action lawsuit.  One issue: The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, which inherited the program from the 
American Red Cross, still does not have up-to-date records 
on the identities of evacuees in the hotel program or where 
they are staying, according to court papers filed last week by 
government lawyers.  Under a federal judge's ruling last 
month, FEMA is required to keep the hotel program running 
until Feb. 7. However, U.S. District Judge Stanwood Duval 
said FEMA could stop paying for hotel rooms beginning Jan. 
7 — Saturday — for evacuees who have been approved or 
disapproved for other FEMA housing aid, such as a trailer or 
rental assistance.  Now, the Jan. 7 date no longer holds, 
according to a flier being distributed to hotels in the program. 
It says: ‘The program will continue for all evacuees in all 
states until further notice pending the resolution of certain 
issues now in litigation.’” 

Residents Await Word On Neighborhood Hit By 
Katrina Oil Spill.  A front page story in the Wall Street 
Journal (1/3, McKay, 2.11M) reports that when the levees that 
protected the Chalmette, Louisiana “gave way to Hurricane 
Katrina on Aug. 29, about 1,800 homes were inundated with 
floodwaters carrying nearly 1.1 million gallons of oil from a 
nearby refinery. Thick black crude seeped into homes and 
yards.  Officials sealed off the area. A private contractor hired 
by the refinery's owner, Murphy Oil Corp. of El Dorado, Ark., 
began cleaning up. But the crews left most homes and yards 
untouched for weeks until Murphy Oil could track down their 
scattered owners to seek permission to clean them, the oil 
company says. Four months after Katrina hit, oil remains in 
hundreds of homes and yards.  This heavily damaged 
community, which remains mostly abandoned, raises acute 
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personal and public-policy questions: How can residents 
displaced by Katrina determine if it's safe to return to their 
homes, and when? And who ultimately should decide?”  The 
Journal notes that “neither federal nor state nor local officials 
have provided residents with any clear answers. Parish 
leaders and residents say they expected the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency to manage the cleanup 
process and determine when the neighborhood was safe. But 
the EPA says it's not up to it to decide whether the 
community should be resettled.” 

I-10 Repairs Cited As An Example For All Gulf 
Coast Rebuilding Projects.  The New York Times 
(1/3, Schwartz, 1.19M) reports that while the repair of the twin 
spans of Interstate 10 over Louisiana’s Lake Pontchartrain 
“has gone unusually right, coming in ahead of time and under 
budget. By cannibalizing one bridge to fix the other, and then 
using temporary steel spans to fix the first bridge, the State of 
Louisiana and the contractor were able to open one span in 
October and plan to have traffic flowing on the other as early 
as Jan. 6, nearly two weeks ahead of schedule.”  The Times 
adds that following Katrina, “one of the highest priorities was 
getting the Interstate open, and doing so quickly required 
creative thinking, dedication and no small amount of luck. …  
The work was financed by the Federal Highway 
Administration, which advised Louisiana on the project. 
Norman Y. Mineta, the federal transportation secretary, said 
through a spokeswoman that the project was ‘serving as a 
model for the kinds of efficiencies we should try to achieve in 
all gulf rebuilding projects.’” 

Local Gulf Coast Contractors Feel Cut Out Of 
Katrina Cleanup.  The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 7, 
Roberts) reported, “In the months since Hurricane Katrina hit, 
Federal agencies have poured billions of dollars into the 
battered gulf region.  But in Mississippi, Bill Whitaker heard 
complaints from local contractors who say few of those 
dollars have come their way.”  CBS (Whitaker) added, “Big 
players like Ashbritt of Pompano Beach, Florida, awarded a 
Federal contract worth $500 million and others like Bechtel 
and Halliburton subsidiary Kellog Brown and Root got 
contracts for tens of millions dollars more.”  Socrates Garrett:  
“And the network of good old boys were already in place.”  
Whitaker:  “Socrates Garrett’s company is the biggest in 
Mississippi yet trucks and workers he has in place sit idle.”  
Garrett:  “If we can’t work then you can bet that other smaller 
minority firms don’t even have a chance.”  Whitaker:  
“Mississippi Congressman Thompson says his state’s 
businesses are suffering because FEMA and the Army Corps 
of Engineers and other Federal agencies responsible for 
cleanup are playing politics.”  Rep. Bennie Thompson:  
“Those are the contracts that have gone to companies that 

were well connected, had the right lobbyists, contributed to 
the right party in power.”  Whitaker:  “Ashbritt says it wasn’t 
politics but hard work that won the contracts.”  Randal 
Perkins, Ashbritt:  “At the end of the day if you’re not qualified 
and capable and ready to handle the challenge given to you 
you’re not getting the contract.”  Whitaker:  “He says most of 
Ashbritt’s subcontracts have gone to Mississippi companies, 
but Congressman Thompson says they’re getting the dregs, 
the little jobs and little of the Federal money.  Mississippi’s 
Republican governor agrees.”  Gov. Haley Barbour:  “We 
don’t think there’s a high enough percentage of the work 
going to local contractors.  There’s some, unquestionably, but 
we think there needs to be more.”  

Nagin Says New Orleans Could Take Three To 
Five Years To Regain Population.  The AP (1/2) 
reports, “New Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin yesterday said it 
could take three to five years to regain the city’s population of 
nearly half a million before Hurricane Katrina.  Mr. Nagin said 
on CBS’ Face the Nation that reopening several public and 
private schools this month would help raise New Orleans’ 
population to about 200,000, double the current level, as 
families returned with their children.  Shortages of suitable 
housing would limit further growth over the near term, he 
said.”   

Emergency Officials Include Animal Rescue In 
Emergency Plans.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, Wan) 
reports on the “merging field of disaster planning for pets, 
filled with doomsday scenarios, four-legged victims and 
people who love them.  For years, despite an estimated 69 
million U.S. households with a pet, animal advocates have 
been relegated to the fringes of emergency planning. After 
Katrina, however, and the sight of people in New Orleans 
refusing to evacuate and in some cases dying with their pets, 
emergency officials are starting to take animal rescue 
seriously.  By saving the pets, advocates said, owners can be 
saved as well.”  The Post adds, “The concept is as old as 
Noah’s Ark, but modern pet disaster planning didn’t truly 
begin, U.S. experts said, until after Hurricane Andrew in 
1992. When Andrew tore through South Florida, it killed more 
than 100 animals in the Miami Metrozoo. Hundreds of others, 
including baboons, antelope and 500-pound Galapagos 
tortoises, wandered off through the rubble. Escaped horses 
drowned in canals. …  After Andrew, the federal government 
created Veterinary Medical Assistance Teams, to be 
deployed wherever animal-threatening disasters hit. The 
1992 hurricane also prompted the Humane Society to 
establish a department devoted to disaster planning and 
rescue.” 

Gulf Coast Seeing Puppy Boom Following 
Hurricane Katrina.  The Washington Post (1/3, A10, 
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Reeves, 744K) reports on a boom in the birth of puppies in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina.  According to the Post, 
“Officials say more than 6,000 pets were saved in the region 
after Katrina came ashore Aug. 29, and many of them were 
relocated to new homes elsewhere in the country. An 
unknown number drowned in the floodwaters or died later of 
injuries.  But thousands of animals remain, and humane 
organizations are beginning to see the result of even small 
numbers of animals running loose for weeks in 
neighborhoods where fences were flattened and owners fled.’   

Charleston Post & Courier Lauds FBI’s Nuclear 
Monitoring.  The Charleston (SC) Post & Courier (1/3) 
editorializes, “A federal program to monitor radiation levels 
has quietly sought to defuse one of the greatest terror threats 
to the nation. Radiation surveillance seeks to diminish the 
likelihood that terrorists could set off a so-called "dirty bomb" 
containing radioactive material or, worse, detonate a nuclear 
explosive.” The P&C continues, “The program was recently 
reported on the Web site of U.S. News & World report, and 
confirmed by federal officials. It hasn't received the same 
media attention as electronic eavesdropping and other forms 
of domestic spying, though it has been criticized by some 
Muslim groups who feel they are being targeted.” The P&C 
adds, “Radioactivity monitors have been installed at a variety 
of public locations, including ports and subways since 9/11. 
There should be no reluctance to use passive monitoring as 
broadly as is warranted. …  Monitoring potential sources of 
radioactivity by ‘sniffing the air’ clearly doesn't raise the same 
issues of privacy as wiretapping. Keeping radioactive material 
out of the hands of potential terrorists is essential to national 
security and public safety.” 

WAR NEWS: 
Shiites, Kurds May Drop Allawi From Coalition, 
Give Sunnis Role.  The Los Angeles Times (1/3, 
Daragahi, 958K) reports, “The victors in last month's 
parliamentary election indicated Monday that they were 
prepared to cut a secular politician backed by Washington out 
of the new government in favor of Iraq's main Sunni Arab 
slate.  The pro-Western politician, former interim Prime 
Minister Iyad Allawi, did poorly in the Dec. 15 balloting 
despite spending heavily on a sleek television campaign.”  
The Times adds that “the emerging political alliance lumps 
together Shiites, Kurds and Islamist Sunni Arabs — and 
excludes secular Iraqis, hard-core Sunni Arab nationalists 
and those sympathetic to the Baath Party of ex-dictator 
Saddam Hussein.” 

USA Today/AP (1/3) adds “Iraq's main Sunni Arab 
group made an unprecedented trip north to see Kurd leaders 
and agreed Monday for the first time on broad outlines for a 

coalition government.”  The move “opens a way out of the 
political turmoil that has gripped the country since disputed 
parliamentary elections Dec. 15.”  The agreement “struck by 
Kurdistan regional President Massoud Barzani and 
representatives of the main Sunni Arab group, the Iraqi 
Accordance Front, could lead to a broad-based government.”  
The Accordance Front “will be part of a future government,” 
said Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, “a Kurd who sat in on 
the meetings.” 

The New York Times (1/3, Oppel Jr., 1.19M) also 
reports on the “broad framework for a coalition government,” 
which “drew a rebuke from other Sunni Arab political leaders 
who accused the Sunni consensus party of violating an 
agreement to press ahead with claims of Sunni 
disenfranchisement during the vote on Dec. 15 and to not 
bargain on their own for a role in the new government.” 

Despite Poor Election Results, Chalabi Could Play 
Key Role.  Knight Ridder (1/3, Hannah, Youssef) reports, 
“Even though Ahmad Chalabi apparently lost badly in last 
month's parliamentary election here, the former Pentagon 
favorite is still likely to be a big player in the next Iraqi 
government.”  The Dec. 15 vote “went largely to ethnic and 
sectarian coalitions at the expense of secular slates, including 
his, preliminary returns indicate. That could leave him without 
a seat in parliament.”  Yet “the former exile who helped spur 
the US-led invasion by feeding false intelligence to 
Washington about Saddam Hussein's alleged weapons of 
mass destruction, and who returned to Iraq after Saddam's 
fall to craft himself into a political leader, still has more cards 
to play.  Characteristically, Chalabi, 61, could land on his feet 
in a high government post even though he failed to win even 
a minimum of votes from the Iraqi people.” 

Iraq Facing Fuel Crisis As Oil Minister Quits.  
NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “There 
are growing concerns tonight about an oil crisis in Iraq.  Fuel 
prices for Iraqi citizens are way up, supplies are growing 
scarce and new numbers out today show Iraq's oil exports hit 
their lowest levels since the war.  Today, Iraq's oil minister 
quit.”  The AP (1/3, Juhi) adds “Iraq's exports of oil hit their 
lowest level in December since the war, as the country's oil 
minister resigned Monday in the wake of protests and riots 
over soaring gas prices and lengthening lines at the pump.  
Only 34.4 million barrels were exported in December, or 
about 1.1 million barrels per day,” which was “the lowest 
average since Iraq resumed exports after the U.S.-led 
invasion in March 2003, according to figures released 
Monday.”  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, Hernandez, 744K) 
also reports the story. 

Twelve Iraqis Killed In Insurgent Attacks.  NBC 
Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “At least 12 
people, including two children, were killed in violence today.  
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In the worst incident, a suicide bomber rammed his car into a 
bus full of Iraqi policemen, killing seven and injuring 13.”  The 
CBS Evening News (1/02, story 7, 2:00, Schieffer) reported, 
“No American deaths were reported in Iraq today but 
insurgent violence killed at least a dozen Iraqis.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/3, Daragahi, 958K) reports 
the US military also “reported the deaths of four American 
civilian contractors involved in a motor vehicle accident on the 
Asad Air Base in western Iraq on Sunday.  Nineteen others, 
including a Marine, were also injured when their bus was 
struck by a 7-ton truck, the military said.” 

Iraqi Volunteer Buries Unclaimed Bodies Of Those 
Slain In Violence.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 7, 
2:00, Schieffer) reported on the “story of a remarkable man 
who has devoted himself to honoring the dead, no matter 
who they were.”  CBS (Alfonsi) added on Sheikh Jamal-al 
Sudani’s effort to bury the unclaimed bodies of about 250 of 
those killed in insurgent attacks.  Al-Sudani “and his group of 
volunteers aren't paid.  They do this grim job, they say, solely 
for God's rewards.”  The “group drives the bodies from 
Baghdad to Najaf through Iraq.  The final stop is the Valley 
Cemetery, a holy place because a number of prophets are 
buried there and a practical place because the loose soil 
makes it easy to bury so many bodies.  The bodies of Sunnis, 
Shiites, Muslims and Christians are all carefully washed and 
wrap.”  Terrorists “want to kill him because he cares for the 
victim of their suicide attacks others because he buries the 
suicide bombers but he is no stranger to threats.  He's been 
doing this work for 15 years.” 

Poll Finds Support Among Military For Bush 
Policies Drops To 60%.  Agence France-Presse (1/3) 
reports, “Support for President George W. Bush's Iraq policy 
has fallen among the US armed forces to just 54 percent from 
63 percent a year ago, according to a poll by the magazine 
group Military Times.  In its annual survey of the views of 
military personnel, the group reported on its website that 
support for Bush's overall policies dropped over the past year 
to 60 percent from 71 percent.”  AFP adds, “While still 
significantly more supportive of the president than the broad 
US population, the fall in support by military personnel tracks 
a similar decline in the president's popularity among the 
general public.” 

Murtha Says He Wouldn’t Join Military Today.  
Reuters (1/3) reports, “Rep. John Murtha, a key Democratic 
voice who favors pulling U.S. troops from Iraq, said in 
remarks airing on Monday that he would not join the US 
military today.  A decorated Vietnam combat veteran who 
retired as a colonel after 37 years in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
Murtha told ABC News' ‘Nightline’ program that Iraq 
‘absolutely’ was a wrong war for President George W. Bush 
to have launched.”  “Would you join (the military) today?,” he 

was asked in an interview taped on Friday.  He replied, “No.”  
The interviewer retorted, “And I think you're saying the 
average guy out there who's considering recruitment is 
justified in saying ‘I don't want to serve.’”  Said Murtha, 
“Exactly right.” 

On ABC News Nightline (1/2), Murtha said the 
Administration “got awful lot of bad information” about the 
situation in Iraq because “they don’t talk to Congress. … They 
don’t listen to people with experience.”  When asked if 
President Bush “doesn’t really know what’s going on” in Iraq, 
Murtha said, “Yes, that’s what happens.  The President 
mischaracterizes things because he gets bad information.”  In 
the run-up to the Gulf War, former President Bush “would get 
all kinds of criticism from Democrats and Republicans, and he 
would patiently listen to it, and then do what he thought was 
right.”  The American public “is way ahead of this president.  
If they think they’re fooling the public with their rhetoric, 
they’re wrong.  You can’t operate that way in today’s world. 
…  The American people want to see a clear mission, they 
want to see an exit strategy.” 

Father Calls Son’s Death In Iraq “A Waste.”  Paul E. 
Schroeder, managing director of a trade development firm in 
Cleveland, writes in the Washington Post (1/3, A17, 744K), 
“Early on Aug. 3, 2005, we heard that 14 Marines had been 
killed in Haditha, Iraq.  Our son, Lance Cpl. Edward ‘Augie’ 
Schroeder II, was stationed there. At 10:45 a.m. two Marines 
showed up at our door.  After collecting himself for what was 
clearly painful duty, the lieutenant colonel said, ‘Your son is a 
true American hero.’ …  I am outraged at what I see as the 
cause of his death. For nearly three years, the Bush 
administration has pursued a policy that makes our troops 
sitting ducks.  While Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that our policy 
is to ‘clear, hold and build’ Iraqi towns, there aren't enough 
troops to do that. …  Though it hurts, I believe that his death -
- and that of the other Americans who have died in Iraq -- was 
a waste” if “Americans stop hiding behind flag-draped hero 
masks and stop whispering their opposition to this war. Until 
then, the lives of other sons, daughters, husbands, wives, 
fathers and mothers may be wasted as well.  This is very 
painful to acknowledge, and I have to live with it.  So does 
President Bush.” 

Abizaid Optimistic About Turning Control Over 
To Iraqi Government.  USA Today (1/3, Komarow, 
2.31M) reports, “The top US general in the Iraq region says 
he is optimistic the United States will succeed this year in 
turning a substantial part of the country over to Iraqi 
government control, moving US forces into a backup role.  
The ability of Iraq's military to secure the country is a key 
condition for the eventual withdrawal of US forces.”  In an 
interview this weekend, Gen. John Abizaid, who “was on a 
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short visit to Iraq, prodded his subordinates to turn control of 
their sectors over to Iraqi forces as soon as the Iraqis are 
ready. U.S. commanders must overcome their reluctance to 
turn over control to less-experienced Iraqi forces, Abizaid 
said.”  Said Abizaid, “Look, there is always a risk in taking a 
chance on the people that you've come to help. …  There's 
also a risk of condescension (where) you look at them and 
say, ‘They're not ready.’”  Abizaid, “head of US Central 
Command, declined to speculate on what American troop 
levels will be at the end of 2006.” 

Administration Boosts Peacekeeping, Post-War 
Capabilities.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, King Jr., Jaffe, 
2.11M) reports, “The difficulties of rebuilding Iraq after 
toppling Saddam Hussein have taught President Bush a 
painful lesson: Aftermaths can be tougher than wars.  Now 
the administration is trying to recalibrate the military and 
foreign service to better handle postwar developments in 
future conflicts.  For the first time, the Pentagon has declared 
that, along with battling foes, the ability to foster stability and 
reconstruction is one of its core missions.”  The 
Administration also “planted the seed for a corps of trained 
nation builders in 2004 when it created an Office of the 
Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization in the State 
Department. The 55-person shop is staffed largely by officials 
on loan from the Defense Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and other agencies. It tries to anticipate 
the next global hot spot -- be it Sudan or North Korea -- and 
prepares to deploy as the main US postwar coordinator 
wherever a need might arise.”  However, “with finances tight, 
Congress isn't rushing to budget the money. One senior 
Pentagon official says he has heard objections from both 
Democrats and Republicans on Capitol Hill.  Their worry:  
elevating the importance of nation-building will, over time, 
divert funds from the nation's ability to wage all-out war and 
leave the military less prepared to counter an unexpected 
major threat from a country such as China. And legislators in 
both parties are wary of more Iraq-style adventures.” 

Budget Request To Include No New Iraq 
Rebuilding Funds.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, 
Dreazen, 2.11M) reports, “The US and its key foreign allies 
are likely to fall short of their funding pledges to help rebuild 
Iraq, as violence in the war-torn country absorbs contributions 
and deters nations from making new ones. T he 
reconstruction shortfall may total one-third of promised funds, 
adding to the challenges for Iraq's next government.”  The 
White House and “some US lawmakers have made clear that 
this year they want Iraqi security forces to take the lead in 
combating the insurgency, laying the groundwork for a 
gradual US military withdrawal.”  The new year also “marks a 
turning point in the administration's goal to rebuild Iraq -- an 
effort that has had mixed success.”  The Journal adds, “The 

$18.4 billion US rebuilding program was established with a 
three-year term that expires in the fall, and lawmakers -- 
mindful of contractor overcharges, corruption and security 
issues that have surfaced -- have made clear that they are 
unwilling to authorize a follow-up program. The budget 
request for Fiscal Year 2007 that the White House sends 
Congress next month will include no new Iraq rebuilding 
money, according to an official familiar with the matter.  News 
that the White House won't seek Iraq reconstruction funds for 
fiscal 2007 was reported earlier by the Washington Post.” 

Book Claims CIA Ignored Information That Iraq 
Had No WMD.  The AP (1/3) reports, “A new book on the 
government's secret anti-terrorism operations describes how 
the CIA recruited an Iraqi-American anesthesiologist in 2002 
to obtain information from her brother, who was a figure in 
Saddam Hussein's nuclear program.”  Dr. Sawsan Alhaddad 
of Cleveland “made the dangerous trip to Iraq on the CIA's 
behalf.  The book said her brother was stunned by her 
questions about the nuclear program because -- he said -- it 
had been dead for a decade.”  New York Times reporter 
James Risen “uses the anecdote to illustrate how the CIA 
ignored information that Iraq no longer had weapons of mass 
destruction.  His book, ‘State of War:  The Secret History of 
the CIA and the Bush Administration’ describes secret 
operations of the Bush administration's war on terrorism.”   
The major revelation in the book “has already been the 
subject of extensive reporting by Risen's newspaper: the 
National Security Agency's eavesdropping of Americans' 
conversations without obtaining warrants from a special 
court.”  The book said Dr. Alhaddad “flew home in mid-
September 2002 and had a series of meetings with CIA 
analysts. She relayed her brother's information that there was 
no nuclear program.  A CIA operative later told Dr. 
Alhaddad's husband that the agency believed her brother 
was lying.” 

Clinton Administration Said Saddam Was 
Reconstituting His WMD.  In its “History Lessons” column, 
the Washington Times (1/3, 90K) excerpts the State 
Department’s Daily Press Briefing of November 10, 1998 in 
which then-Assistant Secretary of State James Rubin said, 
“[T]his can't go on indefinitely; that if Saddam [Hussein] 
continues to block UNSCOM and we do not respond, he will 
be able to reconstitute his weapons of mass destruction in a 
matter of months, not a matter of years. This is a dangerous 
situation; this is why we have considered it a grave situation. 
If we fail to act, he will feel emboldened to threaten the region 
further, armed, possibly, with the most dangerous kinds of 
weapons.” 

Saddam Says He Prefers To Be Shot If 
Sentenced To Death.  The Washington Times (1/3, 
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Martin, 90K) reports, “Saddam Hussein has told his lawyers 
that he wants to be shot by firing squad, not hanged, if 
sentenced to death during his murder trial, which resumes 
later this month in Baghdad.”  Saddam “maintains that he is 
still commander in chief of Iraq's armed forces -- and that a 
firing squad is ‘the right way’ to execute a military leader.” 

US Teen Returns Home From Winter Vacation 
Trip To Baghdad.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 11, 
1:50, Holt) reported 16-year-old Farris Hassan is “returned 
home last night from his ill-advised solo journey to Iraq.  And 
it's not just his mom who wants answers.”  NBC (Sanders) 
added, “Maybe it's a sign of the times when a 16-year-old 
tells his family he's more nervous about facing the US media 
than traveling to a war zone.  But he may have good reason 
after his arrival at Miami International Airport last night.  He 
certainly appeared self-assured late this afternoon.”  Farris 
Hassan:  “Yes.  Right now, I came back and I'm pretty tired 
and I'm preparing my statement this time.”  Sanders:  “Today, 
it was Farris' day off.  He says he'll talk the details about his 
trip tomorrow.”  Hassan “reportedly told selected friends he 
gone to Iraq to witness democracy in progress.  But after 
talking to the Associated Press there, the US Embassy told 
him he couldn't make any more statements.”  USA Today 
(1/3, Koch, 2.31M) and New York Times/AP (1/3), among 
others, also report the story. 

Magazine Notes Iraq War Game Staging 
Ground In Louisiana.  The Washington Post (1/3, C1, 
Carlson, 744K) reports Harper's magazine “has found a big, 
heartwarming silver lining inside that gloomy old Global War 
on Terrorism.  Here it is:  Our government has hired a bunch 
of poor souls who lost their arms and legs in accidents and 
has rigged them up with bags of fake blood so they can play 
wounded civilians in war games down at Fort Polk, La.”  
Cubic, “the defense contractor that produces these games, 
has also hired 250 Arabic-speaking immigrants at $220 a day 
as ‘Cultural Role Players’ in the war games.  They've also 
hired hundreds of local Louisianans to play random Arab 
civilians, plus ‘dozens of scriptwriters’ to come up with 
realistic scenarios for the war games.”  Wells Tower, “author 
of this jaw-droppingly bizarre article,” said, “The military 
spends an average of $9 million staging each 3 1/2 -week 
mission rehearsal exercise,” which “works out to about $117 
million a year.”  That “doesn't include the $49 million spent 
constructing the state-of-the-art fake city of Suliyah, which 
contains 29 buildings.” 

US Giving NATO, Allies Growing Role In 
Afghanistan.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Witte, 
744K) reports, “Four years into a mammoth reconstruction 
effort here that has been largely led, funded and secured by 

Americans, the United States is showing a growing 
willingness to cede those jobs to others.  The most dramatic 
example will come by this summer, when the US military 
officially hands over control of the volatile southern region -- 
plagued by persistent attacks from Islamic militias -- to an 
international force led by the NATO alliance.”  The United 
States “will cut its troop strength by 2,500, even though it is 
not clear how aggressively NATO troops will pursue 
insurgents, who have shown no sign of relenting.”  The Post 
ads, “At the same time, the U.S. government is increasingly 
allowing Western allies, or Afghans themselves, to take on 
the tasks of rebuilding a country that has suffered more than 
two decades of fighting and remains beset by poverty, drugs 
and insurgency.” 

Bush Awards Purple Hearts To Soldiers 
Wounded In Iraq.  The Houston Chronicle (1/2, Hedges) 
reports, “President Bush’s first official act of the new year was 
pinning Purple Hearts on US soldiers wounded in Iraq, a 
signal that for the White House, 2006 would be another year 
dominated by the war.”  The President “gave the military 
award to nine soldiers during a private session today with 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan and some family members 
at the Brooke Army Medical Center.”  The soldiers “were 
among more than 2,300 wounded service members treated 
there since the beginning of the two wars, and Bush took 
note of their plight as he restated his reasons for the 
unpopular Iraq war.”  Said Bush, “There’s horrible 
consequences to war -- that’s what you see in this building. 
…  On the other hand, we also see (soldiers) who say, ‘I’d 
like to go back in, Mr. President, what we’re doing is the right 
thing,’ because many of these troops understand that by 
defeating the enemy there, we don’t have to face them here. 
And they understand that by helping the country and the 
Middle East become a democracy, we are, in fact, laying the 
foundation for future peace.” 

The AP (1/2, Riechmann) says the President “boarded 
the Marine One presidential helicopter before dawn on his 
ranch in Crawford and flew more than an hour to Randolph 
Air Force Base.  His motorcade drove to Brooke Army 
Medical Center, a 224-bed hospital at nearby Fort Sam 
Houston, to meet with about 50 injured members of various 
branches of the armed forces and their families.”  Said Bush, 
“This hospital is full of healers and compassionate people that 
care deeply about our men and women in uniform. …  It’s 
also full of courageous young soldiers and marines, airmen. 
I’m just overwhelmed by the great strength of character of not 
only those who have been wounded but of their loved ones 
as well.” 

Reuters (1/2) adds Bush “returned to Washington later 
in the day to tackle his agenda for 2006, another year in 
which the Iraq war is expected to be a dominating factor with 
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critics calling for US troops to withdraw.”  The Los Angeles 
Times (1/2, Chen) also mentions Bush’s visit.   

As 2006 Begins, Bush’s Focus Is On Economy, 
Iraq, War On Terror.  According to the AP (1/2, Riechmann), 
President Bush is starting 2006 trumpeting upturns in the US 
economy, defending US actions in Iraq and challenging critics 
of his policies in the war on terror.  The AP adds, “White 
House officials hope this week sets the tone for its top 
priorities as Bush visits the Pentagon on Wednesday to 
discuss the war on terror and then flies to Chicago on Friday 
to try to convince Americans that the economy is on solid 
footing.”  On Sunday, Bush visited wounded US troops in San 
Antonio, and this week, he will use “the backdrop of the White 
House to meet with a bipartisan group of former secretaries 
of state and defense to discuss terrorism and Iraq and to 
surround himself with U.S. attorneys to pressure lawmakers 
to renew the Patriot Act.” 

Brownstein Compares Bush, Polk Presidencies.  
Ron Brownstein writes in the Los Angeles Times (1/2), “The 
president whom George W. Bush may resemble most is not 
his biological father, George H.W. Bush, or even Ronald 
Reagan, who often seems his ideological father, but James 
K. Polk, a dynamic and willful leader few discuss anymore. …  
Polk may be the only predecessor who matched Bush’s 
determination to drive massive change on a minute margin of 
victory. Polk won by fewer than 38,000 votes of 2.7 million 
cast. Over four tumultuous years, he pursued an ambitious, 
highly partisan agenda that offered little to those who had 
voted against him. Sound familiar? …  It’s worth considering 
Polk’s record not because Americans will take up arms 
against each other anytime soon — although you might never 
know that from listening to talk radio — but because it 
suggests that a president who slights the need to build 
national consensus can seed long-term problems that aren’t 
immediately apparent amid short-term successes.” 

Bush Will Not Ask Congress For Additional Iraq 
Reconstruction Funding.  The Washington Post (1/2, 
A1, Knickmeyer), in a front-page article, reports that the Bush 
administration “does not intend to seek any new funds for Iraq 
reconstruction in the budget request going before Congress 
in February, officials say.  The decision signals the winding 
down of an $18.4 billion US rebuilding effort in which roughly 
half of the money was eaten away by the insurgency, a 
buildup of Iraq’s criminal justice system and the investigation 
and trial of Saddam Hussein. …  US officials in Baghdad 
have made clear, other foreign donors and the fledgling Iraqi 
government will have to take up what authorities say is tens 
of billions of dollars of work yet to be done merely to bring 
reliable electricity, water and other services to Iraq’s 26 
million people.” 

Army Officer Shows Off Baghdad Reconstruction 
Projects.  The Washington Post (1/2, A10, Knickmeyer) 

traveled around Baghdad with Maj. John Hudson of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers on a tour his “Prides and joys,” the 
many reconstruction projects going on in the city.  At “an 
Army Corps of Engineers office in the Green Zone -- the 
fortified site of much of the Iraqi government -- Hudson, in flak 
jacket and helmet, spread his hands lovingly on a map of 
Baghdad.  ‘Two youth centers. Two fire stations -- those are 
in some of your poorer neighborhoods. Baghdad highway 
patrol. A facility for the SWAT team. A new perimeter wall for 
Doura,’ a power plant in Baghdad's insurgency-ridden south. 
A checkpoint on a southern road into the city. An electrical 
substation. …  The projects are among 90 under his domain 
and among 3,600 projects in an $18.4 billion reconstruction 
package for Iraq due to peak, and be completed, this year.”  
The Post adds, “Hudson will return to Colorado Springs 
around March. Money for the U.S. reconstruction package 
here is scheduled to run out around the end of the year. 
International donors largely have not kept their pledges to 
pick up the tab for reconstruction. Iraqis have balked at the 
painful economic reforms necessary to win foreign loans to 
do the work. Insurgents want to destroy it all. Civil war would 
do the same.” 

DOJ: 
New Maryland US Attorney Restructures Staff, 
Targets Violent Crime.  The Baltimore Sun (1/2, Dolan) 
reports, “Maryland's top federal prosecutor is both expanding 
his office and reorganizing his staff to emphasize a 
commitment to fighting violent crime.” The Sun continues, 
“Maryland U.S. Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein said he would 
start this month by restructuring his criminal division. It's part 
of an effort, he said, to coordinate better with local and 
federal law enforcement agents. …  ‘I had a meeting with the 
FBI's public corruption unit, and there was a real question of 
where that responsibility lay in our office,’ Rosenstein said. 
‘It's a question of accountability.’ The Sun adds, “Starting this 
year, federal prosecutors handling criminal cases in Baltimore 
will be required to focus on either terrorism and national 
security, fraud and public corruption, violent crime, drugs or 
major crimes - a catch-all section including civil rights 
violations and child pornography. They'll be expected to stay 
in their subjects for at least two years, Rosenstein said. …  
The division's managers have all been asked to reapply for 
their jobs, he added. …  Five months into the job, the moves 
come as Rosenstein has established a reputation as a genial 
and intense leader known for his thoroughness and his 
prolific e-mails to his staff. …  James Wyda, the federal public 
defender for Maryland, praised Rosenstein for his new hires 
and complimented the quality of his staff. …  But Wyda also 
cautioned that Rosenstein is early in his tenure. He said 
Rosenstein would be judged, in part, on how he handles the 
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substantial number of capital murder cases that have been 
transferred into the federal system in Maryland.” 

CORPORATE SCANDALS: 
Attorneys For CA Defendants Claim US 
Misusing Sarbanes-Oxley.  The Legal Times (1/2, 
Perrotta) reports, “Attorneys representing two former 
executives of Computer Associates, the Long Island, N.Y., 
company caught up in a massive accounting scandal, argued 
last week that federal prosecutors are misusing a criminal 
statute revised as part of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, possibly 
leading to severe prison sentences — up to 20 years — that 
were not intended by federal legislators.” The Times 
continues, “The dispute involves the prosecution of Sanjay 
Kumar, the former chairman and CEO of Computer 
Associates, and Stephen Richards, a former sales executive, 
on various fraud and obstruction charges. Federal 
prosecutors accuse both men of lying to the government and 
lying to their company’s outside counsel, Wachtell, Lipton, 
Rosen & Katz, which was conducting an internal investigation 
of the company’s accounting practices.” The Times adds, 
“Kumar and Richards are in a fight over the meaning of a 
federal criminal statute that was amended as part of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act. …  While defense attorneys argue that 
the SOX revisions have created a narrow statute that applies 
only to physical evidence, such as documents, the 
government contends it reaches beyond that to include any 
conduct that could obstruct an official proceeding.” 

Milberg Weiss Worried About Indicted 
Attorney’s Actions.  The California Recorder (1/3, 
Scheck) reports, “Nearly 12 years ago, an internal memo 
from the Southern California firm Best Best & Krieger 
expressed concerns that it was acting as a conduit for legally 
questionable payments from the plaintiff firm Milberg Weiss to 
Seymour Lazar, the lead plaintiff in dozens of securities class 
actions.” The Recorder continues, “The memo, filed in court 
by prosecutors last week, expresses particular worry about 
the Best firm recording payments from the firm then known as 
Milberg Weiss Bershad Hynes & Lerach to Lazar as firm 
income, which would then be secretly credited to Lazar for 
future legal services. …  ‘To us it just smells bad,’ the memo 
says, ‘and probably would to an investigator.’” The Recorder 
adds, “That concern came to fruition in June, when Lazar and 
his attorney, Paul Selzer -- a former partner at the Best firm -- 
were indicted by a Los Angeles federal grand jury for 
allegedly taking more than $2 million in illegal kickbacks from 
Milberg Weiss. …  The L.A. U.S. Attorney's Office has spent 
the past five years probing whether Milberg Weiss -- which 
split in 2004 when star partner William Lerach broke off to 
form his own San Diego-based firm -- paid illegal kickbacks to 

lead plaintiffs in class actions. …  After several years of 
investigation with few public developments, the Lazar and 
Selzer indictments were widely seen as an effort to force the 
two defendants to testify against Milberg Weiss and its 
partners. …  Prosecutors have also given immunity to at least 
two other former clients who say they received kickbacks 
from the firm via other attorneys. Lawyers familiar with the 
case say their allegations are similar to those detailed in the 
Lazar indictment.” 

NYTimes Bemoans Inflated Corporate 
Executive Pay.  The New York Times (1/2) editorializes, 
“It would be nice to see corporate America put more effort - 
and money - into quality control and fair living wages for 
workers and less into exorbitant pay packages and bonuses 
for corporate chieftains.  We remain hopeful.” 

CRIMINAL LAW: 
Abramoff Plea Bargain Could Be Announced 
Today.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 4, 2:30, 
Schieffer) reported, “In Washington, law enforcement sources 
told CBS News tonight that a plea bargain deal involving 
Washington lobbyist Jack Abramoff could be announced as 
early as tomorrow.  We are told that the deal could implicate 
lawmakers who allegedly took illegal gifts from him.  Abramoff 
has already been charged in connection with a corruption 
case in Florida.  His attorneys had no immediate comment.” 

Abramoff Under Pressure To Take Plea Deal.  With 
Abramoff under pressure from Federal authorities to accept a 
plea bargain, many Washington observers expect the 
arrangement would lead to the implication of several 
members of Congress.  ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 
5, 2:15, Harris) reported Federal officials are “investigating 
what’s likely to be one of the biggest influence-pedaling 
scandals in history.  The potential that Abramoff is 
cooperating is making some people in Congress very 
nervous.  ABC’s Geoff Morrell has that story.”  ABC (Morrell) 
added prosecutors believe Abramoff “used that money to 
bribe members of Congress and are now pressuring him to 
name names.”  Melanie Sloan, former Federal prosecutor:  “I 
think people are going to be amazed when they learn the 
extent of the bribery that Jack Abramoff was involved with 
members of Congress.”  Morrell:  “Tonight, the only lawmaker 
known to be under scrutiny is Bob Ney of Ohio.  But several 
others are scrambling to distance themselves from Abramoff.  
Montana Sen. Conrad Burns, who raked in nearly $60,000 
from the disgraced lobbyist, now says ‘I hope Abramoff goes 
to jail and we never see him again.  I wish he had never been 
born.’”  Sloan:  “I think by the time this is over, this is going to 
be the biggest congressional scandal in history.” 
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Abramoff Plea Would “Send Shockwaves Through 
Washington.”  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, Brush) 
reports that Abramoff is “reportedly close to cutting his own 
deal with federal investigators, a development that would 
send shock waves through Washington. Abramoff’s testimony 
could implicate lawmakers in a vast influence-peddling case, 
and those once friendly with the man known as ‘Casino Jack’ 
are now ducking for cover.”  Abramoff “is reportedly close to 
an agreement with prosecutors that might include 
cooperation with investigators looking into his lobbying 
tactics. A spokesman for Abramoff declined to comment.”  
Lawmakers “are scrambling to return campaign contributions. 
According to the Center for Responsive Politics, 210 federal 
lawmakers have received donations to their campaigns or 
political action committees from either Abramoff or his clients, 
since 1999; most big recipients were Republicans. 
Republican Sen. Conrad Burns of Montana, who’s up for re-
election this year, has returned $150,000, saying the 
donations ‘served to undermine the public’s confidence in its 
government.’ …  Sen. Max Baucus, a Montana Democrat, is 
returning roughly $19,000. Sen. Byron Dorgan, a North 
Dakota Democrat and ranking member of the Senate Indian 
Affairs Committee, which is investigating Abramoff, is 
returning $67,000. Rep. Denny Rehberg, a Montana 
Republican, returned $18,000 to Indian tribes and donated to 
charity the $2,000 he received directly from Abramoff.” 

Congressional Hearings To Add Drama To Conflicts 
With White House.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, 
Chaddock, 61K) reports Congress “is gearing up for the most 
dramatic slate of hearings since the Clinton impeachment 
fracas.”  The “high-profile probes underscore efforts by 
Congress to reclaim power from a war-time White House.  
And they could reshape this fall's midterm elections.”  
Lawmakers “on both sides of the aisle set in motion an 
aggressive oversight agenda, ranging from secret prisons 
and the treatment of detainees under US control, to the 
president's authorization of domestic eavesdropping without a 
warrant.”  In addition, “more members of Congress find 
themselves under scrutiny,” as Abramoff “and his former 
associates work out plea agreements promising cooperation 
in a widening bribery investigation on Capitol Hill.  Former 
House majority leader Tom DeLay, meanwhile, will face 
charges of money laundering in court later this month.”  The 
“scrutiny on - and from - Congress is a sharp turnaround for a 
Republican-controlled body that came to power extolling 
ethics, and one that has been deferential to the Bush 
presidency about its conduct in the war on terrorism.”  A 
“major reason for the new posture on Capitol Hill is the 
willingness of GOP moderates to challenge the Bush 
administration's war policies.” 

Maryland Tech Firm Owner To Plead Guilty To 
Bribing DC School Officials.  The Legal Times (1/2, 

Kelley) reports, “The owner of a Maryland-based technology 
firm is expected to plead guilty this week to bribing District of 
Columbia Public School officials in exchange for contracts.” 
The Times continues, “On Dec. 7 the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the District of Columbia charged Charles Wiggins, the 
owner of Wiggins Telecommunications in Temple Hills, Md., 
with one felony count of bribing public officials. Within a week 
of being charged, Wiggins agreed to plead guilty and 
cooperate.” The Times adds, “Wiggins’ attorney, Sidney 
Friedman of Baltimore, says he is not authorized to comment 
on the deal reached with prosecutors. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Daniel Butler, who is handling the prosecution, could not be 
reached for comment. …  In charging documents, the 
prosecution alleges that from early 2001 through 2003, 
Wiggins doled out nearly $50,000 in bribes to a DCPS office 
manager and an elementary school principal. The two school 
officials, who so far are identified only as ‘Individual 1’ and 
‘Individual 2’ in court documents, allegedly gave Wiggins 
preferential treatment in exchange for receiving a cut of the 
profits generated by his DCPS contracts.” 

Prince George’s County Community No Longer 
Immune From Violence.  The Washington Post (1/3, 
Thomas-Lester) reports, “Three miles beyond the Capital 
Beltway, Woodmore South seems far removed from the 
violence and fear that has infested some Prince George's 
County neighborhoods. …  The upscale subdivision, with its 
rolling green lawns along wide and winding roads, reflects 
what draws many residents to the county: a chance for a 
classic suburban life in a community where most neighbors 
and political leaders are African American. …  But consider 
the past several months: In June, a Woodmore South boy 
was beaten at nearby Six Flags America, and a teenage girl 
was shot after leaving a neighborhood graduation party. At 
one nearby shopping mall, a young man was beaten to death 
in early November. At another, a District man was shot Dec. 
10. Earlier that day, an argument at a popular restaurant led 
to a fatal shooting a few blocks away.” The Post continues, 
“The county and its incorporated cities recorded 173 
homicides in 2005 -- surpassing the record 154 set during the 
crack epidemic in 1991 -- and a car was stolen every half 
hour. Although most of the crime remains concentrated inside 
the Beltway, residents in such suburban enclaves as 
Mitchellville, Bowie and Fort Washington are going through 
an upheaval, psychic and otherwise. …  Some residents, who 
fled crime in the District a generation ago, are considering 
leaving Prince George's. Others, still drawn by the appeal of 
one of the nation's largest black, middle-class communities, 
are staying put -- but fortifying their homes and hiring off-duty 
police officers. …  Some have lost faith in a county police 
department stretched thin by rapid growth: In November, 
Bowie voters decided overwhelmingly to set up their own 
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department, and College Park residents gave their City 
Council the option.” The Post notes, “Just as telling and 
troubling, the rise in crime has fueled perceptions among 
some middle-income residents that their low-income 
neighbors from the District or elsewhere in the county are 
preying on their prosperity.” 

Grant Seeking More FBI Agents To Fight 
Corruption In Chicago.  The Chicago Sun Times (1/2, 
Korecki) reports, “If you're a government employee or 
contractor and you thought last year was a bad time to be 
corrupt in Chicago, you better look out in 2006.  While the 
Chicago FBI just added a third public corruption squad in 
September to make the unit the largest in the country -- it still 
isn't enough.  FBI Special Agent in Charge Robert Grant said 
he and U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald have asked 
Washington, D.C., for more resources to help root out public 
fraud.  ‘We asked headquarters to give us more bodies,’ 
Grant told the Chicago Sun-Times. …  Though new 
corruption cases continue to hit the Dirksen federal 
courthouse at a brisk pace, ‘there are areas we want to 
explore that we haven't even gotten to yet,’ Grant said.”  The 
Sun Times notes, “Grant wouldn't say how many additional 
agents he's seeking. But he said he thinks Chicago has a 
good chance of getting the boost in manpower because 
public corruption has become a bureau priority nationally and 
‘they know we're doing such a good job here.’”  The AP (1/3) 
posts a truncated version of the Sun Times story. 

Ryan, Warner Expected To Take Stand.  The 
Chicago Sun Times (1/3, Korecki) reports, “In all, jurors have 
endured testimony from nearly 50 witnesses in the 13 weeks 
since George Ryan's public corruption trial began.  But 
there's still one person who could drastically reshape their 
impressions: the former governor himself.  And he may have 
that opportunity, because it seems likely that Ryan will take 
the stand in his own defense.  Lawyers representing Ryan 
and his co-defendant Lawrence Warner said last week they 
expect to put their clients on the stand after the prosecution 
rests this month.”  Ryan attorney Dan Webb and Warner 
lawyer Ed Genson “said they'll make a final decision when 
the prosecution rests, which is expected mid-month.  Neither 
would go into the tactical reasoning of doing something that 
defense lawyers typically avoid.  

Tennessee State Trooper Transferred For Own 
Safety After Helping FBI Probe.  The Knoxville News 
(1/2, Stambaugh) reports, “A Tennessee Highway Patrol 
trooper was recently transferred from Cocke County to keep 
him out of harm's way after his cooperation with the FBI was 
revealed during legal proceedings, court records show.”  
Trooper Kevin Kimbrough “is one of at least three local 
lawmen who have been secretly recording their 

conversations with other officers at the behest of federal and 
state authorities as part of a four-year probe into public 
corruption and organized crime.”  The News notes, “The 
probe has relied heavily on undercover officers, informants 
and wiretaps in Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia and 
Florida.  Thus far, seven Cocke County lawmen have been 
arrested, two illegal cockfighting compounds have been 
uncovered, two brothels have been shut down and more than 
150 people have faced criminal charges.” 

Indicted Lawmakers Vow To Attend Ethics Special 
Session.  The AP (1/2) reports, “Two Tennessee Democratic 
senators facing federal bribery charges say they will attend a 
special session on ethics this month despite calls from 
Republican leaders that they not.”  Sens. Ward Crutchfield 
and Kathryn Bowers “are among five current or former 
lawmakers indicted on bribery and extortion charges in an 
FBI investigation that focused on a bogus company called E-
Cycle Management.”  Sen. Jim Bryson “has written a letter to 
both Crutchfield and Bowers urging them not to participate in 
the special session.  ‘What I hope not to do, but will do if I 
have to, is present a resolution to the Senate, urging them not 
to attend,’ Bryson said.”  The Tennessean (1/1, de la Cruz) 
notes, “Bowers supports many proposals in the ethics bill that 
will be the focal point of the session but does not like the ban 
on cash contributions, she said last week.  At the same time, 
cash transactions have been at the heart of the public 
corruption case.  A cash payment is what snared Bowers in 
the bribery sting.” 

Reform Provision Would Ban Cash Contributions.  
The Memphis Commercial Appeal (1/2, Locker) reports, “It 
was one of the eye-popping aspects of the FBI's ‘Tennessee 
Waltz’ bribery investigation: a handful of state legislators 
accepting hundreds of dollars in cash from undercover FBI 
agents posing as business executives.  The acceptance of 
cash by some of the legislators was perfectly legal: It was 
properly disclosed as a campaign contribution on their 
campaign-finance reports, was within the $1,000 limit on 
individual contributions, and was not, they said, payment for 
legislative action. …  But campaign contributions in cash will 
be banned if the sweeping ethics reform bill legislators will 
consider in a special session starting Jan. 10 is approved.  
Contributions will be by check, money order or some form 
other than cash.” 

Chat Room Solicitation Leads To Kansas Man’s 
Arrested For Child Porn.  The AP (1/2) reports, “Law 
enforcement officers in two states used high-tech tools to 
crack what they believe is the largest child porn case in 
Wichita history.”  Steven Craig Perrine “was charged last 
week with possession and distribution of child pornography 
after investigators said they searched his home and found 
more than 16,000 sexually explicit images involving children. 
…  Authorities said the case began Sept. 9, when a 
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Leetsdale, Pa., man visited an Internet chatroom and began 
talking to someone using the screen name 
‘Stevedragonslayer,’” who “asked if he wanted to see a ‘hot 
video,’ FBI Special Agent Rebecca Martin wrote in an 
affidavit.  The video showed naked girls who looked younger 
than 10 walking around a bathroom, Martin wrote.”  The 
Pennsylvania man, James Vanlandingham, reported the 
incident to state authorities; and, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
(12/31, Ayad, 261K) notes, “With only a screen name to aid 
his search,” Pennsylvania State Police Computer Crimes 
Task Force Officer Reginald Humbert “located IP 
addresses…with subpoenas of Yahoo! Inc. and Cox 
Communications Inc. that led FBI investigators and the 
Sedwick-Witchita County Exploited and Missing Child Unit 
straight to the two computers Mr. Perrine was using.” 

Detectives In DC Nightclub Slaying Probe 
Under Investigation.  The Washington Post (1/3, B1, 
Cauvin) reports, “The witness didn't know what to think. …  A 
few days earlier, she had seen a dying man dragged off the 
dance floor at a popular Northwest Washington nightclub. 
Now two homicide detectives wanted her to change her story, 
she said. Instead of saying that the man in the black shirt was 
stabbing the victim, she was told she should make it seem as 
though it was the man in the white shirt.” The Post continues, 
“So she did, she later testified. …  ‘I was confused,’ the 
witness said, ‘but I figured that it's their job. They know what 
they're doing. I guess they got it under control.’” The Post 
adds, “In fact, the investigation into the Feb. 13 death of 
Terrence Brown at Club U was about to spin out of control. 
The two detectives, hoping to pursue murder charges against 
a suspect, apparently wanted the woman -- and two other 
witnesses -- to revise their accounts to point to their suspect 
and reflect the medical examiner's conclusion that the 31-
year-old Brown died from a deep stab wound. Everything fell 
apart when prosecutors grew suspicious. …  Nearly a year 
later, Brown's killing remains unsolved, clouded and 
complicated by an investigation into the detectives' conduct. 
Recently filed documents in D.C. Superior Court provide the 
most complete picture yet of how the high-profile case was 
derailed. They depict the detectives as determined to close 
the case even though the evidence and witnesses' 
statements suggested that the suspect they had in their 
sights could not have inflicted the fatal wound. …  The theory 
didn't fly, and it was the two detectives, Erick Brown and 
Milagros Morales, who wound up in trouble. Brown, 40, was 
taken off the case almost immediately, and Morales, 41, was 
removed several days later. They have been stripped of their 
badges and guns and are under investigation by prosecutors 
and the police internal affairs unit.” The Post notes, “It is a 
remarkable turn for both. Brown, a police officer for 15 years, 
is a onetime homicide detective of the year, according to 

David Schertler, a defense attorney for both detectives, and 
law enforcement officials. Morales, a police officer for 20 
years, was once an investigator for internal affairs, the unit 
that investigates police corruption, Schertler and the officials 
said. …  Schertler said they did nothing wrong. ‘The 
detectives strongly disagree with the characterization that 
they tried to pressure or coerce any witness into saying 
anything that wasn't true,’ he said.” 

Warner May Order New DNA Test In 1992 
Execution.  As his term nears its end, Virginia Gov. Mark 
Warner is facing a decision on whether to order DNA testing 
that could determine if Virginia executed an innocent man in 
1992.  The AP (1/3, Gelineau) reports, “If the tests show 
Roger Keith Coleman did not rape and murder his sister-in-
law in 1981, it would mark the first time in the United States 
an executed person is scientifically proven innocent, say 
death-penalty opponents, who are keenly aware that such a 
result could sway public opinion their way.”  Warner, who is 
seen as a likely presidential candidate in 2008, “hopes to 
finalize negotiations over how the test would be conducted 
before his term ends Jan. 14, said spokesman Kevin Hall.”  
Coleman’s attorneys “argued he didn't have time to commit 
the crime, that tests showed semen from two men was found 
inside Miss McCoy and that another man bragged about 
murdering her.” 

Executions, Death Sentences Becoming More Rare 
In The US.  The Washington Post (1/2, A11, Lane) reports, 
“As 2005 gives way to 2006, the death penalty remains a 
major item of business on the Supreme Court’s docket.  In 
addition to a steady flow of stay-of-execution applications, the 
court has four capital punishment cases to decide. …  Yet in 
one important sense, this activity is misleading: The justices 
may be busy with death penalty cases, but capital 
punishment is on the wane in the United States.”  The Post 
notes, “In the year just completed, 60 convicted killers were 
executed. That is a drop of 39 percent from the recent peak 
of 98 in 1999. …  Perhaps more significant, death sentences 
are dwindling.  In 2005, there were 96 new death sentences, 
according to the center.  This is down 70 percent from 1996.” 

Tennessee Case Seen As First Test Of Roberts’ 
Influence On Death Penalty Cases.  The Los Angeles 
Times (1/2, Savage) reports, “The major death penalty case 
before the Supreme Court this year reads like a ‘whodunit,’ as 
one judge put it.  But if there is doubt about who did it, should 
the defendant be on death row? …  Though they might not 
solve the murder mystery, the case should give an early clue 
on whether the high court, now led by Chief Justice John G. 
Roberts Jr., is willing to overturn a death sentence if an 
inmate's guilt is in doubt.”  In the case from Tennessee, “The 
justices will now decide whether to make it easier to reopen 
old cases when new evidence — including DNA testing -- 
raises real doubts about the defendant's guilt.” 

DOJ_NMG_0141904



 

 21

DC Region Homicides Rose In 2005.  The 
Washington Post (1/2, A1, Klein) reports, “The Washington 
region saw a rise in bloodshed in 2005, largely fueled by a 
spike in slayings in the D.C. suburbs, most dramatically in 
Prince George's County. …  Across the region, there were 
466 homicides in 2005, compared with 420 in 2004 -- a rise of 
about 11 percent. About half of those slayings have been 
solved.  It was the first time the District has recorded fewer 
than 200 homicides in consecutive years since the mid-
1980s.  At the same time, the total in Prince George's 
climbed from 148 to 173, a grim record for the county.” 

WPost Calls Bush Record On Pardons 
“Dismal.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 
744K) says that although President Bush is “a big fan of 
presidential power,” he “still has not exercised his veto,” and 
he “prefers to forget that Article II of the Constitution gives 
him the ‘Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses 
against the United States.’ Mr. Bush, who famously proclaims 
himself a ‘compassionate conservative,’ has shown mercy 
fewer times than any president in recent history (though he 
has granted more pardons than President Bill Clinton had at 
the comparable point in his presidency). He has granted 
clemency less than a fifth the number of times of presidents 
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan or Gerald Ford, who served 
not even a full term in office.”  The Post adds that Bush’s 
record on pardons “dismal” and “a far cry from the manner in 
which the Framers of the Constitution envisioned the power.”   

CIVIL LAW: 
DC Appeals Court Institutes Mediation Program 
For Civil Appeals.  The Legal Times (1/2, Broida) 
reports, “In a continuing effort to reduce the backlog of cases 
at the D.C. Court of Appeals, the court has instituted a one-
year appellate mediation program for civil appeals.” The 
Times continues, “Starting this week, all parties who are 
represented by counsel will be required to attend alternative 
dispute mediation sessions to see if their appeal can be 
settled without being brought before the court.” The Times 
adds, “The yearlong pilot program is an outgrowth of a similar 
limited mediation program that was successfully tried at the 
court this summer. …  Ed Schwab, head of the appellate 
division of the D.C. Attorney General’s Office, says his office 
had a positive experience with the program. He cited one 
case that was settled within three hours. ‘So we were quite 
happy,’ he says. …  But Schwab cautions that not every case 
can be settled, especially those that don’t involve money. In 
some cases, citizens will be seeking a remedy for a 
government action, and in cases like those, mediation may 

not work. Nevertheless, he says, ‘Anytime you can settle, I 
think it is a good idea.’” 

WPost Says Drug Safety Disputes Should Not 
Be Decided In Court.  An editorial in the Washington 
Post (1/2, A12) says, “The New England Journal of 
Medicine's recent retraction of a 2000 article that helped 
establish the popularity of Vioxx, the controversial painkiller, 
should give doctors, hospitals and journal authors reason to 
think harder about how drug safety information is processed. 
The retraction, published last month, stated that the article's 
authors -- including scientists in the employ of Merck & Co., 
which makes Vioxx -- knew in advance of publication that 20 
out of more than 2,000 patients taking part in a study of Vioxx 
suffered from heart attacks after taking the drug, not 17 as 
the article reported. They left out the information, they say, on 
the grounds that the three heart attacks in question occurred 
after the study had technically ended. But as a result, the 
level of heart attack risk associated with Vioxx appeared in 
the article to be slightly lower than it should have been.”  The 
revelation “raises legitimate questions about the relationship 
between scientists, who are often paid by drug companies, 
and medical journals, which should do a better job of stating 
authors' conflicts of interest. It should also lead doctors who 
prescribe drugs and are ultimately responsible for 
understanding their side effects to read such journals with 
greater skepticism.  It does not, however, alter our view that 
the courts are the wrong place to resolve disputes about drug 
safety. …  Scientific judgments about the risks and 
advantages of drugs are not black and white -- which is why 
they are best made by scientists and by the regulatory 
agency that employs them, not by jurors through the lens of 
hindsight.” 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 
High Court To Hear Two Fourth Amendment 
Cases This Month.  The Supreme Court will hear two 
Fourth Amendment cases this month.  The Washington 
Times (1/2, Taylor) reports, “Hudson v. Michigan, which the 
justices will hear when the court reconvenes Jan. 9, 
questions whether police violated the Fourth Amendment 
‘knock and announce rule’ when they burst into a suspected 
cocaine dealer’s home in Detroit.  The following week, the 
justices will consider rules pertaining to searches conducted 
with special ‘anticipatory’ warrants, which become operative 
only after ‘triggering events’ indicate probable cause.”   

District Of Columbia Activists Seek Approval 
For Gay Marriages.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, 
Weiss) reports, “The D.C. Council is considering measures 
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that would amount to the greatest expansion of rights for 
same-sex couples in a decade.  But for some in the District’s 
large and influential gay community, the package of tax and 
inheritance benefits is perhaps most notable for what it is not: 
a move to legalize gay marriage. With Massachusetts having 
legalized gay marriage and other states coming close, some 
gay activists are saying that now is the time to push for full 
marriage rights in the District.”  The Post notes Sen. Sam 
Brownback “warned that the city would trigger a sharp 
backlash from Congress if it pursued gay marriage.” 

Democrats’ Approach To Religion Seen As 
Wrongheaded.  In an op-ed for the New York Times (1/2) 
Joseph Loconte, a research fellow in religion at the Heritage 
Foundation, writes, “Nancy Pelosi…sounded like an Old 
Testament prophet recently when she denounced the 
Republican budget for its ‘injustice and immorality’ and urged 
her colleagues to cast their no votes ‘as an act of worship’ 
during this religious season.  This, apparently, is what the 
Democrats had in mind when they vowed after President 
Bush’s re-election to reclaim religious voters for their party. …  
A look at the tactics and theology of the religious left, 
however, suggests that this is exactly what American politics 
does not need.  If Democrats give religious progressives a 
stronger voice, they’ll only replicate the misdeeds of the 
religious right.  For starters, we’ll see more attempts to draw a 
direct line from the Bible to a political agenda.” 

Many Counties Remain In Turmoil Over New 
Voting Technology.  The Los Angeles Times (1/3, 
Levey, 958K) reports that California and other states “are 
embroiled in a contentious debate over how voters should 
cast their ballots.” With “electronic machines under attack as 
unreliable and vulnerable to hackers, there is little consensus 
about what the new technology should look like.  That has left 
many counties nationwide in turmoil as they struggle with 
unproven technology while state regulations remain in flux 
and the federal government offers minimal guidance.”  The 
Times adds, “Congress in 2002 passed the Help America 
Vote Act, pledging nearly $4 billion to help states upgrade 
their voting systems. The same year, California passed its 
own $200-million bond for the same purpose.  The flood of 
money fueled a nationwide spending spree on high-tech 
machines that were expected to revolutionize vote counting.  
But the machines often have not proved as reliable as hoped.  
And while states and counties rushed to buy them, elections 
officials struggled to regulate how machines should record 
votes and safeguard results.” 

Voting Act Puts County Registrars In Bind.  The 
Sacramento Bee (1/2, Yamamura) reports, “Mikel Haas is 
running out of time and patience, but he says he'll give it one 
more month before he really starts to panic. …  With an April 

11 special election fast approaching, the San Diego County 
registrar of voters still doesn't have any California-certified 
machines to meet the requirements of the 2002 U.S. Help 
America Vote Act.” The Bee continues, “Most counties in 
California - and many across the country - officially fell out of 
compliance Sunday with rules mandating that election 
systems be accessible to voters with disabilities. But the San 
Diego County special election puts Haas at the head of the 
line when it comes to compliance. …  While the legal 
deadline has passed, Secretary of State Bruce McPherson 
has tried to assure county officials and voters that California 
will resolve its Help America Vote Act issues by the June 
primary, the first statewide election with federal races. …  But 
McPherson has not certified any new accessible voting 
machines since August, making some registrars nervous and 
others downright angry.” The Bee adds, “McPherson's 
spokeswoman, Jennifer Kerns, said that at least six election 
systems are ‘in the pipeline’ and that McPherson is confident 
multiple options will be available for the June primary. …  But 
registrars like Haas are torn. They say they respect 
McPherson's need to put controversial equipment through a 
battery of tests. But they also face the practical need of 
having to run an election in a matter of months.” 

Timing Of Evolution Sticker Petitions Still In 
Dispute.  The Fulton County (GA) Daily Report (1/2, Land) 
reports, “Federal appeals judges are still wrestling with factual 
inconsistencies over how a petition -- pushed by Marjorie 
Rogers, a self-described ‘six-day biblical creationist’ -- 
affected the Cobb County, Ga., school board's decision to 
amend new science textbooks with stickers questioning the 
validity of evolution.” The Report continues, “A panel of the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last month heard the 
school board's appeal of a federal judge's 2005 decision that 
the stickers, which say that evolution is ‘a theory, not a fact,’ 
amounted to an unconstitutional endorsement of religion. 
Selman v. Cobb County School District, 390 F. Supp 2d 
1286. (The 11th Circuit case is No. 05-10341-1.) …  During 
the arguments, judges sounded highly skeptical of the ruling 
by U.S. District Judge Clarence Cooper. They also upbraided 
Jeffrey O. Bramlett, the lawyer for the plaintiffs challenging 
the stickers, for making statements about the timeline of the 
case that 11th Circuit Judge Edward E. Carnes called ‘just 
wrong.’” The Report adds, “Carnes demanded that Bramlett 
provide a written explanation of his assertions that the 
stickers had been placed in the textbooks as a result of 
Rogers' petition drive. … Bramlett's claims had been called 
into question by Cobb County's attorney, Ernest Linwood 
Gunn IV, whose brief said the petition had not been circulated 
until four months after the disclaimers were inserted into the 
books. …  On Dec. 22, a week after the argument, Bramlett 
filed a 127-page response that said there were two petitions -
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- one by Rogers, with more than 2,300 signatures delivered to 
the school board before the books were purchased, and a 
smaller petition delivered after the sticker plan was 
implemented. …  The day the 11th Circuit received Bramlett's 
response, the court issued a one-page letter to Gunn 
instructing him, by today, to provide ‘any evidence regarding 
the timing of any petitions that may have been filed with the 
School Board.’” 

Federal Workforce Trails Private Sector In 
Hiring Hispanics.  Under the headline, “Hispanics 
Underrepresented In The Federal Workforce,” the 
Washington Post (1/3, A16, Fears, 744K) reports, “Hispanics 
represent 7 percent of employees in federal government 
when the group's population is growing faster than all others. 
The five-percentage-point gap between Hispanics working in 
the public and private domains translates to thousands of 
jobs and billions of dollars in potential pay, according to a 
coalition of Hispanic federal employees.  The private sector 
tracks with the 13 percent of Hispanics in the general 
population, 40 million people, not including an estimated 11 
million undocumented workers living in the country illegally.”  
The Post adds, “The consequences are felt nationwide, 
Hispanic advocates say. The government suffers from a 
shortage of Spanish-speaking workers who could help non-
English speakers navigate Social Security and other federal 
documents. In the chaotic aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, the government discovered that it could not effectively 
communicate with displaced immigrants, legal and 
undocumented.” 

ANTITRUST: 
Columnist Predicts Mergers For Coming Year.  
In a column for New York Magazine (1/2), James Cramer 
writes, “The start of the year is a time for crystal-ball gazing. 
Sure, I could give you the standard fare, the typical Wall 
Street gibberish that you will hear in a virtual 24-hour loop for 
the next few weeks: untried Fed chairman, big-budget 
deficits, uncertain presidential leadership, a peak in real 
estate, an end to the interest-rate-tightening cycle. Know 
what? You know all that already. I’d rather tell you about 
some things that could happen that could make you some 
huge money in 2006. I can’t guarantee any of them will come 
to pass, but if they do, well, remember your friend Cramer 
tipped you to them.” Cramer continues, “Citigroup Will Merge 
With Goldman Sachs …  For the past few years, Citigroup 
has been in the doghouse with regulators. Now new honcho 
Chuck Prince, a buttoned-down lawyer, has eliminated the 
cowboys and stopped the culture of trying to sell anything to 
customers as long as it had a big fee. That may soon give 
him the green light to make an acquisition. Citigroup has 

been taking a huge backseat to other players as it gets its 
ethical house in order. An acquisition could make Citigroup 
dominant again worldwide.” Cramer adds, “Comcast Will Buy 
CBS …  In 2004, when Comcast made its aborted offer for 
Disney—something that Comcast actually thought that 
Disney wanted, when nothing could have been further from 
the truth—I figured that win or lose, Comcast would remain a 
key, if not the key, player in the distribution of television 
programming in this country. But Intel, Broadcom, Qualcomm, 
Apple, Microsoft, Texas Instruments, Motorola, Nokia, Dell, 
and Marvell Technology Group all have another agenda, 
which is to make a new device that makes your phone calls, 
gets you on the Internet (wirelessly), and downloads TV 
programming, sans commercials, when you want, on the 
channel you want it. Late in 2006, we’re bound to see one or 
more of these great tech companies unveil a product that will 
allow you to purchase, download, and watch anything that 
you want, from sports programs to movies to television shows 
to video games. The device will smash the current cable 
paradigm and will make all those stocks worth owning once 
again, as they were in the year just past.” Cramer continues, 
“Pfizer And Bristol-Myers Squibb Will Merge, And Merck Will 
Snap Up Schering-Plough …  My crystal ball sees no end to 
the turmoil afflicting the pharmaceutical industry. With the 
government as the biggest payer in the system, courtesy of 
the changes in Medicare, the drug companies will be forced 
to discount drugs well below where they thought they might 
have to. That combination of price squeeze and endless 
overhead will force Bristol-Myers and Pfizer to merge, and 
Merck and Schering-Plough will get together.” 

Arizona Questions Competition Problems With 
Development Deal.  The Arizona Republic (1/2, 
Alltucker) reports, “State regulators want to scrutinize Cox 
Communications' role in arranging a special deal that 
effectively prevented rivals from seeking customers in a 
massive new-home development in Peoria.” The Republic 
continues, “A new report by the Arizona Corporation 
Commission suggests there is "clear and convincing 
evidence" that in December 2003 a deal was struck between 
Cox Communications and a private developer to curb 
competition for phone, cable and high-speed Internet 
services at the 17,000-home Vistancia community. …  The 
Corporation Commission wants to hold a public hearing to 
examine the deal and discuss potential fines against Cox.” 
The Republic adds, “Although the arrangement was proposed 
by the developer, Shea Sunbelt, state regulators said Cox 
was an "active participant," with 15 employees helping write 
and revise terms of the deal. …  The arrangement came to 
light after a tiny telephone company, Accipiter 
Communications, filed a complaint with state regulators 
alleging it was shut out of Vistancia. The arrangement also 
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triggered an investigation by the federal Department of 
Justice's antitrust division.” 

Columnist Decries Government-Sanctioned 
Monopolies.  In a column for the Orange County Register 
(1/2), Tibor R. Machan writes, “In Silverado Canyon, there is 
a tiny post office where each weekday we pick up our mail. 
One or two of the people who work there are, unfortunately, 
quite often absent because of illness or something else and, 
more often than not, the mail now doesn't get distributed until 
late in the afternoon. The Postal Service says they have to 
have the mail out by 5 p.m. but it used to be in our boxes by 
10:30 a.m. or even earlier, until recently. …  OK, so there has 
been more mail this time of year, but here is how that 
eventuality should play out. The post office should either hire 
more people so the mail gets out earlier or an alternative mail 
service should appear on the scene and offer competing first-
class delivery service.” Machan continues, “That latter 
alternative, of course, is illegal. Competition in first-class mail 
delivery is against the law, nevermind the demand. 
Accordingly, the post office can keep being later and later 
with mail distribution and does not have to hire any extra help 
since no one's about to come in and take the business from 
them. …  This is but one of the relatively innocuous results of 
the monopoly in first-class mail service. Other monopolies are 
far more insidious. Take the New York Metropolitan Transit 
Authority, which last month was struck by the public-
employee union to which all its workers belong. …  ” When 
there's a strike in a free market, people often have other 
vendors from whom they can receive service. There is usually 
competition, so that if Chrysler's autoworkers go on strike, 
there are Ford, Toyota, General Motors and other carmakers 
still in business.” Machan adds, “Just why the American 
public is mostly passive about the many monopolies 
protected or operated by government is a mystery to me - 
one reason might be is that the government schools do not 
explain in their economics classes just how unnecessary and 
unjust such monopolies are, seeing that the schools 
themselves are a case in point. But perhaps with some 
voices making a bit of noise about the situation others will 
catch on and in time we can get a system in which my little 
post office would either shape up or find itself competing with 
an alternative mail-delivery agency.” 

Homeowners’ Web Site In Wisconsin Competes 
With Realtors.  The New York Times (1/3, Bailey) reports, 
“Across the country, the National Association of Realtors and 
the 6 percent commission that most of its members charge to 
sell a house are under assault by government officials, 
consumer advocates, lawyers and ambitious entrepreneurs. 
But the most effective challenge so far emanates from a 
spare bedroom in the modest home here of Christie Miller.” 

The Times continues, “Ms. Miller, 38, a former social worker 
who favors fuzzy slippers, and her cousin, Mary Clare 
Murphy, 51, operate what real estate professionals believe to 
be the largest for-sale-by-owner Web site in the country.” The 
Times adds, “They have turned Madison, a city of 208,000 
known for its liberal politics, into one of the most active for-
sale-by-owner markets in the country. And their success 
suggests that, in challenging the Realtor association's 
dominance of home sales, they may have hit on a winning 
formula that has eluded many other upstarts. Their site, 
FsboMadison.com (pronounced FIZZ-boh) holds a nearly 20 
percent share of the Dane County market for residential real 
estate listings. …  The site, which charges just $150 to list a 
home and throws in a teal blue yard sign, draws more 
Internet traffic than the traditional multiple listing service 
controlled by real estate agents.” The Times notes, “Madison 
is home to the University of Wisconsin and a city where the 
percentage of residents who graduated from college is twice 
the national level. It is also a hotbed of antibusiness 
sentiment, which turns out to be the perfect place for a free-
market real estate revolution. Bucking the system is a civic 
pastime here. …  Elsewhere, the Justice Department, free-
market scholars, plaintiffs' lawyers and countless 
entrepreneurs are vowing to make real estate more 
competitive and to bring down sales commissions. To do that, 
they advocate forcing the Realtors' association to share 
control of its established listing services. Those critics seem 
to view the listings as an unassailable monopoly. …  And who 
can blame them? Those 800-plus local listing services, 
controlled by local branches of the Realtors' association, help 
dole out about $60 billion a year in commissions to real estate 
agents and the firms that employ them. Despite numerous 
attacks, the association has been remarkably successful to 
date at protecting its turf. Through lobbying, litigation and 
legislation, the Realtors' group has managed to keep control 
of the crucial listings.” 

Unlikely Alliance Develops Between Rivals 
Sony, Samsung.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Dvorak, 
Ramstad) reports, “For years, Samsung Electronics Co.'s key 
mission was to unseat rival Sony Corp. as the world's top 
electronics maker. Long seen as a South Korean underdog, 
Samsung has in the past few years surpassed its Japanese 
rival in market capitalization, revenue and profits. In television 
sets, Sony's traditional stronghold, Samsung now jockeys 
with Sony and a handful of top players for the No. 1 share of 
sales globally.” The Journal continues, “But the relationship 
between Sony's Hiroshi Murayama and Samsung's Jang 
Insik tells a different story. The two engineers symbolize how 
the two companies have increasingly come to depend on 
each other since 2003. That's when Sony, looking for a 
source of panels for its new flat-panel TV line, asked to 
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become a partner in a $2 billion factory Samsung was 
building to produce liquid-crystal displays.” The Journal adds, 
“Messrs. Jang and Murayama phone each other from their 
bases in South Korea and Japan respectively several times a 
day and visit in person every month to discuss how to make 
better panels. Mr. Murayama persuaded Mr. Jang and his 
bosses to speed their development of key technologies, and 
Samsung let Mr. Murayama use some of those technologies 
in Sony's TV panels even before its own products. Sony's 
TVs that use those new panels ended up outselling 
Samsung's LCD sets by more than three to one this fall in 
major U.S. retailers. …  But Samsung is still keen to work with 
Sony because it's getting a crash course in how to improve 
LCD panels, which it had mostly used in computer monitors 
and cellphones, in the important TV segment. …  The unlikely 
alliance shows just how tangled the connections have 
become between consumer-electronics companies as 
competition in the industry intensifies. …  The same trend is 
happening across Asian electronics makers, which have 
traditionally prided themselves on doing as much as they 
could in-house, from the design of their gadgets to the 
technology that goes into them.” 

ENVIRONMENT/INDIAN AFFAIRS: 
Health Officials Note Progress In Preparations 
For Bird Flu Epidemic.  Health officials said yesterday 
that the US is making progress in preparing for a bird flu 
epidemic.  This includes measures to close schools and 
quarantine the sick.  However, the AP (1/2, Yen) reports that 
vaccine supplies remain inadequate.  Julie Gerberding, 
director of the national Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said on CBS’ Face the Nation, “We’ve got a lot of 
work to do.”  Citing “‘bottlenecks’ in vaccine production and 
the delivery of health care if there’s an outbreak,” Gerberding 
added, “We’ve got to get more and better anti-viral drugs. 
And we’ve got to have every single link in our public health 
system as strong as it can be so it can detect this problem.”  
The AP adds, “Health and Human Services Secretary Mike 
Leavitt, appearing on CNN’s ‘Late Edition,’ praised the money 
approved by Congress as a good step that will fund one year 
of preparedness efforts.  Still, he said the U.S. is not ready, 
saying additional money is needed to ensure there would be 
enough vaccine supplies for all Americans within six months 
of an initial outbreak. State and local governments also need 
to step up efforts, Leavitt said.” 

Gerberding said on CBS’ Face the Nation (1/1, 
Schieffer) she does not know whether “it is just a matter of 
time” before Avian flu appears in the US, but “we’ve got to 
take the steps now to get prepared for that.”  She added, 
“Frankly, we’re not as prepared as we need to be.  We’re 
certainly doing more today than we were even two years ago 

so we’re making fast progress.  But we’ve got a lot of work to 
do.  We’ve got to get a vaccine supply that we can count on.  
We’ve got to get more and better anti- viral drugs.” 

Leavitt Says US Still Has Work To Do.  HHS 
Secretary Michael Leavitt said on CNN’s Late Edition (1/1, 
Blitzer) that the avian flu virus “continues to spread in wild 
birds across the world.  There is no reason to believe that at 
some point it will stop.  That means that ultimately it would 
find its way to the United States.  We need to be prepared. …  
We are not as prepared as we aspire to be. We have a great 
deal of work to do.” 

Plan To Change Toxic Release Reporting 
Requirements Draws Fire.  The Washington Post (1/3, 
D1, Skrzycki, 744K) reports in its “The Regulators” column, 
“Opposition is growing to a Bush administration plan to 
change the reporting requirements of” the Toxic Release 
Inventory, the “highly successful public information program 
that collects data annually on releases of toxic chemicals.”  
The inventory “has been a roadmap for individuals and 
community groups interested in pinpointing where the 
country's most-polluting facilities are located.”  The business 
community has pushed “over the past decade to reduce the 
‘burden’ of having to fill out a five-page form for each 
chemical they use every year. This form includes detailed 
information on the quantity of the chemical, how it is made 
and processed, and how much of it is released.  After 
considering several options, the [EPA] in October proposed 
changes that would allow more companies to file a shorter 
report, known as Form A, which contains less information 
about their use of toxic chemicals.”  The EPA “dropped 
another bombshell at the same time, telling Congress that it is 
thinking about eliminating annual filing in favor of every other 
year. …  The twin ideas prompted outrage from 
environmental and public-interest groups.”  The Post adds, 
“Environmental and community groups, in particular, consider 
the reporting program a great success. And it has become 
even more useful since the agency has required reports on 
more chemicals and from more industrial sectors, including 
mining and electrical utilities.” 

Other States Adopting California’s Strict 
Greenhouse Gas Rules.  The Washington Post (1/3, 
D1, Freeman, 744K) reports, “On Friday, Massachusetts 
joined Oregon, Connecticut and five other states in adopting 
California's tough greenhouse gas rules, which limit the 
amount of carbon dioxide and other gases that can be 
emitted from vehicle tailpipes. These new rules would 
supplement federal exhaust pollutant standards already in 
place. Two other states are in the process of adopting the 
rules.  The carbon dioxide regulations are so strict, the auto 
industry argues, that they would cause extensive design 
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changes to new vehicles, driving up prices and crippling new-
car sales. Every major automaker that sells vehicles in the 
United States is suing to have the new rules overturned, even 
as states on the West Coast and in the Northeast are moving 
quickly to adopt them.”  The California rule “requires a 30 
percent reduction in greenhouse gases by 2016. The rules 
are one element of a wider trend of states enacting their own 
energy policies to govern auto and factory emissions and 
appliance energy efficiency, updating older federal rules or 
writing new rules where none exist.” 

Novak Praises Romney Decision To Pull Out Of 
RGGI.  Robert Novak (1/2) writes in his syndicated column, 
“Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney on Dec. 16 made a 
significant move that will benefit the pocketbooks of his 
state’s consumers and perhaps boost his own Republican 
presidential prospects. He pulled Massachusetts out of the 
compact of Northeastern states requiring a reduction in power 
plant emissions of carbon dioxide.  The Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) would cut the emissions by 
10 percent by 2019, forcing up electricity prices because of 
greater dependence on increasingly expensive natural gas. 
…  The defection of Romney, originally inclined to support 
RGGI, represents a major setback for the Greens.”  Novak 
adds, “Green pressure can lead politicians to make promises 
that they would regret. …  It appears Mitt Romney will avoid 
that pitfall on his long uphill climb to the White House.” 

Government Seeks To Remove Grizzly Bears 
From Endangered List.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 
12, 2:20, Seigenthaler) reported, “The Federal Government 
has declared grizzly bears in Yellowstone recovered, clearing 
the way to remove it from the endangered list.”  NBC (O’Neil) 
added, “By 1975 it was clear the grizzlies needed to be put 
on the endangered species list.”  Biologist Kerry Gunther:  
“We’ve gone from a population of less than 200 to a 
population of 600 and increasing population.  It’s a great 
success story.”  O’Neil:  “A sorely needed victory for the act 
which some in Washington want to water down.  The grizzly 
is only on of a handful to ever be declared recovered.” 

Texas, Oklahoma Continue To Be Plagued By 
Wildfires.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 2, 2:30, 
Schieffer) reported, “The fires in Texas and Oklahoma now 
spreading to New Mexico are being fueled by the worst 
drought in decades.  The fires killed four people last week 
and searchers were set to look for any victims from two small 
towns in Texas that burned last night.  Since early November, 
the Oklahoma fires have destroyed some 200 buildings and 
at least 270,000 acres.”  CBS (Cowan) added, “Nearly 100 
more homes were lost to flames that burned into the wee 

hours of the morning.  Some communities like Ringgold near 
the Texas-Oklahoma border were erased.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 5, 1:50, Teague) 
reported, “Fire crews have spent more than a week battling 
grass fires that have raged across Oklahoma, Texas, and 
New Mexico and burned again today.  Nearly 300,000 acres 
have been scorched so far and more than 400 homes.  The 
weather simply won't give fire crews a break.”  The AP (1/3, 
Flynn) runs a similar report. 

Damage From California Flooding Now In 
Hundreds Of Millions Of Dollars.  The CBS Evening 
News (1/02, story 3, 2:30, Schieffer) reported, “Back-to-back 
storms drenched California and caused an estimated $100 
million in flood damage.  Most of it is the result of rivers that 
have spilled out of their banks in Northern California.  Now 
the storms are threatening the southern part of the state.”  
CBS (Hughes) added, “The pounding rain was too much for 
vulnerable hillsides above Los Angeles, burned bare by this 
year's wild fires.  Rescue workers were watching for any sign 
that nearby residents needed to pack up and run from the 
hills.  The second wave of storms to hit this weekend is 
swamping parts of Southern California.  Up to four inches of 
rain is expected in the valleys and eight in some mountain 
areas.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 4, 2:20, Lewis) reported, 
“In California's wine country, where hundreds of homes and 
businesses are flooded out, they're just beginning to assess 
the damage, estimated in the hundreds of millions of dollars.”  
In Pasadena, “there were plenty of raindrops on roses at 
117th annual Rose parade.  Defying the elements, the USC 
marching band wore plastic ponchos and sunglasses.  As a 
smaller-than-usual crowd of spectators watched.”  Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger has “issued a state of emergency in 
seven California counties most adversely affected by the 
storm.” 

Cato Fellows Argue Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve Should Be Scrapped.  Jerry Taylor and 
Peter Van Doren, senior fellows at the Cato Institute, write in 
the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “The rise in fuel prices that 
followed Hurricanes Katrina and Rita has prompted many 
members of Congress to call for new and expanded federal 
reserves of crude oil, diesel fuel, home heating oil, jet fuel and 
propane. Proponents of stockpiling claim that if the 
government were to hoard those commodities when prices 
were low, it could unleash them on the market when supplies 
are tight, thus dampening price increases and stabilizing the 
market.  But the experience in this country with the strategic 
petroleum reserve strongly suggests that such government-
managed stockpiles are a waste of taxpayers' money. Rather 
than increasing the stockpile, the reserve should be emptied 
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and closed.”  Economists “agree that every barrel of oil we 
put in the public reserve displaces oil that might otherwise 
have gone into private inventories. How much displacement 
occurs is unclear, but there is little doubt that it's significant.  If 
the reserve is thought of as an insurance policy against high 
prices, the cost of the policy has been more expensive than 
the dangers the stockpile is meant to prevent. Americans 
should resist the drive to expand public stockpiles. Instead, 
we should sell while the selling is good.” 

Opponents Of ICC Said To Have Little To Stand 
On.  The Washington Post (1/2) editorializes, “With a key 
federal approval expected soon for the proposed intercounty 
connector -- the east-west toll highway that would transverse 
Maryland suburbs -- the road's opponents are mounting an 
eleventh-hour anti-ICC campaign.  Having failed over the 
years to sway the traffic-weary public with other arguments 
(environmental impact, cost, effect on traffic), the foes are 
focusing on how much the road will cost to use.  This, too, is 
a losing argument.” 

Loyal Mdewakanton Tribe Wins Court Battle 
Over Minnesota Land.  Indian Country Today (1/3, 
Melmer) reports, “Membership in a Dakota tribe is expected 
to more than double after an accurate list of lineal 
descendants of the Loyalist Mdewakanton is complied and 
verified, as ordered by a federal court.” ICT continues, “U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims Judge Charles Lettow has denied a 
U.S. Justice Department motion to reconsider his earlier 
ruling that gave the descendants of the Loyalist 
Mdewakanton rights to land in Minnesota. …  Lettow also 
ruled that the federal government breached its trust 
obligations to the Loyalist Mdewakantons and their 
descendants when in a 1980 congressional act it put the land 
into trust for three federally recognized Dakota communities - 
Prairie Island, Shakopee and Lower Sioux. That act violated 
an 1886 contract signed by Mdewakanton leader John 
Bluestone, which gave that land to the Mdewakanton who 
were descendants of those who pledged loyalty to the United 
States in 1862. …  Previously the land was either assigned to 
individual loyalists or leased, with the proceeds from the 
lease paid to the loyalists.” ICT adds, “The loyalists want the 
land returned to them and Mdewakanton tribal membership, 
with full political power, restored. Lease revenues that were 
given to groups other than the loyalist's lineal descendants 
constitutes a breach of the contractual agreement by the 
federal government, the plaintiffs argued. Today's lineal 
descendants want compensation for the lost revenues. …  
Lettow's latest decision rejected the federal government's 
claim that it didn't mismanage the trust on behalf of the lineal 
descendants. He also rejected the argument that the 1886 
contract did not authorize a trust responsibility to the loyalists. 

… Lettow ordered the government to perform an accounting 
to determine the size of financial compensation that is owed 
the loyalists' descendants.” 

Navajos Try To Stop Arizona Uranium Rush.  
The Arizona Republic (1/3, Shaffer) reports, “The price of 
uranium has tripled in the past two years, bringing with it the 
possibility of another uranium rush in Arizona, the state with 
the richest deposits of the ore and, along with New Mexico, 
the worst legacy associated with its mining.” The Republic 
continues, “Last year, 700 mining claims were filed and 100 
test holes were bored into the wild, remote high desert in 
northern Arizona. …  Scott Florence, director of the Bureau of 
Land Management's Arizona Strip district in St. George, Utah, 
said those numbers are significantly higher than any year 
since the frenzy of the 1980s. …  ‘Finding the right mine site 
is a real art. But it seems like everyone and their mother is 
trying now,’ he said.” The Republic adds, “Secondary 
supplies of uranium on the world market have virtually dried 
up, and China, India and Japan are clamoring for uranium for 
their burgeoning domestic nuclear-power industries. Uranium 
now fetches $36 a pound on the spot market. Four years ago, 
it was going for just over $7 a pound. …  But not everyone is 
happy about the search for new mine sites. Navajo Nation 
President Joe Shirley Jr., stirred to action by the memory of 
how dangerous uranium mining can be, issued an executive 
order in November banning negotiations with uranium 
companies or uranium exploration on the three-state Navajo 
Nation, which was engulfed by a public health tragedy after 
the first wave of uranium mining began on its reservation in 
the 1950s. Dozens of premature deaths of Navajo miners and 
passed-on genetic defects have been attributed to uranium 
exposure.” 

FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS: 
FBI Photographer Sues Over Mistreatment Due 
To Tourette’s Syndrome.  The Legal Times (1/2, 
Kelley) reports, “As a photographer for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Jeffrey Bell was frequently tapped to work on 
high-profile cases. Between 1991 and 2000 he was deployed 
throughout the United States and abroad to photograph 
matters involving terrorism, forensics, counterintelligence, and 
emergency response. …  But according to a lawsuit Bell, a 
43-year-old with Tourette’s syndrome, filed recently in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, all that 
changed after an incident stemming from his disorder led to 
retaliation from his employer. Bell’s trial is expected to start 
this week.” The Times continues, “Court papers filed by Bell’s 
attorney, Edith Marshall of Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville, 
state that Bell was taking a new medication to control his 
Tourette’s when he became involved in a verbal altercation 
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with a co-worker. Bell explained that the outburst was a side 
effect of his medicine, but he claims he was treated differently 
from that point on because of his Tourette’s, a neurological 
disorder that can cause involuntary tics and vocalizations as 
well as obsessive-compulsive tendencies and hyperactivity.” 
The Times adds, “Bell alleges that because of his Tourette’s 
he was regarded as a ‘problem personality’ and often blamed 
for any workplace conflict that occurred.” 

Doctors Said To Fear DEA Action When 
Prescribing Pain Medications.  In an story titled 
“Painful Choices: Physicians Challenged By Quest To End 
Suffering” the Deseret (UT) Morning News (1/2, Collins, 
Jarvik) writes, “The perception among doctors is that the 
regulatory environment has become more hostile, says Micke 
Brown, director of advocacy for the American Pain 
Foundation, headquartered in Baltimore.  ‘Many health care 
providers are running scared,’ especially primary care 
physicians, she says.  ‘Some are even backing away from 
managing people's pain.’”  Pain management doctor Lynn 
Webster, who heads the Utah Academy of Pain, “is an opioid 
advocate.  … He argues that the undertreatment of pain is 
‘still a major problem’ in Utah, in part because of doctors' 
fears of punishment by the federal Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) and the state Division of Occupational and 
Professional Licensing (DOPL).  … Pain experts are waiting 
anxiously for the DEA to clarify its interpretation of the federal 
law that governs prescribing controlled substances for pain. 
DEA said the guidance was imminent more than a year ago.  
But pain experts, still waiting, continue to warn colleagues to 
err on the side of stricter federal interpretations.”   

Maryland Tax Dollars Said To Be 
Disproportionately Tied Up In Locking Up 
Addicts.  In the Washington Post (1/1, B8), Tara Andrews, 
director of Justice Maryland and Democratic candidate for the 
state Senate from Baltimore City, writes “By the latest count, 
more than 250,000 Marylanders are in need of substance-
abuse treatment.  Even in Montgomery County, considered 
the state's wealthiest county, the treatment gap is great.  Yet 
despite population growth, state funding for treatment has 
declined.  More than three-quarters of those in Maryland 
prisons report having an alcohol or drug problem, and four 
out of 10 entering the state's prisons every year are locked up 
for drug offenses.  Maryland has the third-highest percentage 
of prison admissions for drug offenses in the country.  … 
Maryland tax dollars are disproportionately locked up by the 
incarceration of drug addicts, while providers of substance-
abuse treatment make do with crumbs.  A shift of dollars 
away from incarceration and toward a dedicated fund for 
treatment would make a world of difference and a world of 
sense.”   

Plan Colombia Credited With Record Number 
Of Cocaine Seizures.  Reuters (12/31) reports, 
“Colombia seized a record 186 tons of cocaine [in 2005] 
thanks to a Washington-backed program aimed at cutting 
imports of the illegal drug to the United States, the Colombian 
government said on Friday.  The haul, seized using 
equipment and expert advice provided by ‘Plan Colombia,’ 
was 26 percent more than last year and had a U.S. street 
value of $4.7 billion, Defense Minister Camilo Ospina told 
reporters.  He said the increase was possible thanks in part to 
more than $3 billion in mostly military aid that the United 
States has provided since 2000 to help fight drug-running 
Marxist rebels fighting a decades-old insurgency.  
Washington says cocaine is becoming more expensive on 
U.S. streets, a sign that the money, largely steered toward 
aerial spraying of coca bushes used to make cocaine, is 
making the drug less available.”   

IMMIGRATION: 
Migrant Advocacy Group Celebrates 10 Years.  
The Miami Herald (1/2, Chardy) reports, “Alfredo López-
Sánchez languished for months at a detention center for 
migrant children in Southwest Miami-Dade -- until an attorney 
for a local immigrant rights group realized the Guatemalan did 
not understand Spanish.” The Herald continues, “The lawyer 
from the Miami-based Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center 
eventually found an interpreter who spoke López-Sánchez's 
Mayan language. …  That was September 2001. A year later, 
López-Sánchez -- then 17 -- was free and on his way to 
getting a green card.” The Herald adds, “Such successes 
have turned the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center into a 
powerhouse in national advocacy for persecuted migrants too 
poor to hire a lawyer. …  FIAC, as the group is known in the 
immigrant rights community, is marking its 10th anniversary 
today -- with a string of victories, and some defeats, in what 
often seems an uphill battle against ever-tougher immigration 
laws. It plans a 10th anniversary celebration dinner March 6. 
…  The group began in 1996 -- two years after former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich's conservative revolution swept 
Congress with calls to close the borders and even to shut the 
school door to children of undocumented immigrants. In the 
end, Congress amended immigration law, making it 
extremely difficult for any immigrant without proper papers to 
avoid detention or deportation -- though lawmakers dropped 
provisions that would have let states bar children from public 
schools if their parents entered the country illegally. …  Ten 
years later, in the fallout from the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, immigration law is again facing calls from 
conservatives in Congress to toughen the rules for 
citizenship, including barring U.S.-born children of illegal 
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immigrants from becoming automatic citizens and the 
deportation of migrants encountered on the streets without 
the right to a court review to plead their case.” 

Conflicting Public Attitudes On Illegal 
Immigration Noted.  The Washington Post (1/3, A7, 
Balz, 744K) notes the “sometimes conflicting public attitudes” 
on illegal immigration.  A Washington Post-ABC News poll 
taken in mid-December “found Americans alarmed by the 
federal government's failure to do more to block the flow of 
illegal immigration and critical of the impact of illegal 
immigration on the country but receptive to the aspirations of 
undocumented immigrants living and working in the United 
States. …  The Post-ABC News poll found that four in five 
Americans think the government is not doing enough to 
prevent illegal immigration, with three in five saying they 
strongly hold that view.  The same poll found that 56 percent 
of Americans believe that illegal immigrants have done more 
to hurt the country than to help it, with 37 percent saying they 
help the country. About three in five Republicans and a bare 
majority of   Democrats agreed that illegal immigrants are 
detrimental to the country.  The only groups in the poll who 
disagreed were people with postgraduate degrees, those with 
incomes exceeding $100,000 and nonwhite respondents. 
The Post-ABC poll did not include enough Hispanics to 
provide an accurate reading of their sentiment, but a Pew 
Hispanic Center survey last summer found that two in three 
Latinos said that undocumented migrants help the economy. 
…  In the recent Post-ABC News poll, President Bush got his 
lowest marks on immigration, with 33 percent saying they 
approved of how he was handling the issue. That may largely 
reflect irritation over the government's failure to control the 
borders.” 

Hayworth Set To Publish An “Anti-Immigration 
Manifesto.”  Time (1/9, Allen) reports in its “Notebook” 
column that Rep. J.D. Hayworth “is about to publish an anti-
immigration manifesto, Whatever It Takes, that should rile up 
right-wing radio just as the White House was hoping to gain 
traction for a broad immigration-reform package.”  In the book 
Hayworth “calls for deploying active-duty troops to the border 
and considering a ‘border security fence from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico.’”  Hayworth “contends that 
Bush’s plan to confer temporary legal status on Mexicans 
working in the U.S. amounts to ‘false compassion.’ But 
Senator John McCain plans to push hard this winter for such 
a program. House Republican leaders say they might accept 
one if immigrants had to return home to apply for temporary 
work permits. Hayworth tells TIME that even that would be 
too lenient, designed to appease ‘left-wing grievance 
mongers’ and businesses that want cheap labor. Bush may 
have sounded as if he were running for sheriff during his 

recent border visits, but to convince the likes of Hayworth, 
he’ll have to talk a lot tougher.” 

CONGRESS-ADMINISTRATION: 
Alito Argued President Should Issue 
“Interpretive Signing Statements.”  As a Justice 
Department lawyer in 1986, Supreme Court nominee Samuel 
Alito made the case or presidential power, laying out a 
strategy under which the president would routinely issues 
statements about the meaning of statutes when he signs the 
into law.  The Washington Post (1/2, A11,  Lee) reports that 
such “‘interpretive signing statements’ would be a significant 
departure from run-of-the-mill bill signing pronouncements, 
which are ‘often little more than a press release,’ Alito wrote. 
The idea was to flag constitutional concerns and get courts to 
pay as much attention to the president’s take on a law as to 
‘legislative intent.’”  The Post adds, “The Reagan 
administration popularized the use of such statements and 
subsequent administrations continued the practice. (The 
courts have yet to give them much weight, though.)  
President Bush has been especially fond of them, issuing at 
least 108 in his first term, according to presidential scholar 
Phillip J. Cooper of Portland State University in Oregon.” 

Alito Said To Have An “Everyman Appeal.”  The 
New York Times(1/2, Kirkpatrick) says that according to 
people who have participated in Alito’s rehearsals for this 
week’s confirmation hearings say he “will never be as 
polished and camera-ready as Chief Justice John G. Roberts 
Jr. was at his own hearings a few months ago.”  But two of 
Judge Alito’s supporters who participated in the murder 
boards, speaking about the confidential sessions on condition 
of anonymity for fear of White House reprisals, said they 
emerged convinced that his demeanor was a political asset 
because it gave him an Everyman appeal.”  The Times adds, 
“Senators of both parties have said it will not be easy to follow 
Chief Justice Roberts,” and “some Democrats said they 
already had much more pointed questions waiting for Judge 
Alito, focusing mainly on strongly worded statements that he 
made as lawyer in the Reagan administration about his 
conservative approach to the Constitution, abortion rights and 
other issues. Leading Democratic senators have said his 
responses will be a deciding factor in whether they seek to 
block the nomination by filibustering.” 

Alito Hearings Will Test Domestic Spying 
Program’s Political Resonance.  Time (1/9, Tumulty, Allen) 
the opening of Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito’s 
confirmation hearings this week will be the first test of the 
domestic spying program’s “political resonance.”  According 
to Time, Alito opponents, “who had planned to put the 
abortion issue on center stage, are quickly retooling their 
strategy. …  Alito’s record could give his critics plenty of 
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ammunition. The Third Circuit judge has long been an 
advocate of the unitary-executive concept, a constitutional 
interpretation that is a favorite of Bush’s and Vice President 
Dick Cheney’s, which argues that the President should have 
nearly total control of Executive Branch agencies and resist 
any incursion on that power by Congress.”  Time adds, 
“Administration officials concede that the controversy will 
inject a volatile new element into the confirmation debate but 
say Alito will resist getting drawn in.” 

Alito’s Writings Suggest He Will Accelerate Court’s 
Shift To The Right.  U.S. News and World Report (1/9, 
Halloran) says the battle over Alito “shows every sign of 
achieving Borkian dimensions. As Alito prepares for his 
confirmation hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
next week, the portraits being painted of him have become 
ever more cartoonish, nasty, and one-dimensional. …  
Behind the caricatures, however, are real questions. Who, 
really, is Sam Alito, and what kind of a justice would he be? 
An analysis of Alito’s writings as a Reagan administration 
lawyer, and of his opinions from the bench, reveals him to be 
a solidly conservative jurist but one who also pays deference 
to precedent. …  His lengthy paper trail suggests he will 
accelerate the court’s shift to the right on several important 
issues,” including abortion, civil rights, capital punishment and 
federalism. 

Roberts, Alito Seen As Likely Allies Of Business.  
Academics and business experts say Chief Justice John 
Roberts and Alito are likely to be allies of manufacturers and 
business,  The AP (1/1, Cassata) reported, “One represented 
corporate interests as a private attorney; the other often sided 
with employers in lawsuits filed by workers. Beyond their 
decisions in individual cases, the Roberts court also has the 
potential to craft a consistent philosophy on business issues, 
something that several academics argue has been lacking in 
recent years since the departure of Lewis Powell in 1987. …  
The court’s highly selective docket for the current term will 
give Roberts and Alito, assuming the latter is confirmed, 
ample opportunity to shape the court. Among the critical 
issues for companies are the Supreme Court’s decisions in 
antitrust cases, government regulation of land development 
and the commerce clause. …  Abortion and social issues 
dominate the public debate over the Supreme Court, but 
business matters make up a significant portion of the justices’ 
work.” 

Interest Groups To Intensify Rhetoric In Debate 
Over Alito Nomination.  USA Today (1/3, Kiely, Memmott, 
2.31M) reports the Senate hearings on Judge Samuel Alito’s 
nomination to the Supreme Court “are set to begin Monday.  
This week, groups on both sides of the debate plan to launch 
elaborate phone, e-mail and ad campaigns.”  Ralph Neas of 
the People for the American Way said, “There's no question 
there will be an acceleration of efforts.”  Neas “plans a wave 
of TV ads” in opposition to the nomination.  Meanwhile, 

Christian Myers of Progress for America said, “It's game time 
now, and we're making a serious push.”  The “conservative 
group will spend $500,000 to broadcast a pro-Alito ad on 
cable television and in four states where senators may be 
undecided.”  Other groups, “from the conservative Focus on 
the Family to the liberal Leadership Council on Civil Rights, 
plan phone banks, e-mail blitzes and visits to newspaper 
editorial boards and radio hosts.”  But “relatively few senators 
will get most of the attention.  One is Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Arlen Specter, a centrist Pennsylvania 
Republican who will preside over Alito's confirmation 
hearings.”  Both sides are “focusing on senators whose votes 
will help determine whether there's enough Senate support 
for a filibuster.”  The key senators “are centrists; all say 
they're undecided about Alito. Several face re-election fights 
this year.  The biggest group is ‘red state Democrats.’” 

The New York Times (1/3, Kirkpatrick, 1.19M) reports 
that in the “final days before” the Alito hearings, “partisans on 
both sides are pulling out all the stops in an effort to sway 
public opinion.  Moving beyond Judge Alito's judicial record, a 
coalition of liberal groups is preparing commercials attacking 
his integrity and credibility instead, several people involved in 
the effort said Monday.”  Conservatives, “for their part, are 
capitalizing on ethnic pride to rally Italian-American support 
for Judge Alito with public events and newspaper 
advertisements.  The efforts are aimed particularly at the 
Northeastern States, where some moderate Republican 
senators have expressed doubts about his confirmation.”  
The advertising campaigns “on both sides are the most 
visible components of a last-minute push by advocacy groups 
anticipating a potentially close Senate vote.”  People 
“involved in the liberal coalition, which includes People for the 
American Way, the legal group Alliance for Justice, the 
A.F.L.-C.I.O., the N.A.A.C.P., the Sierra Club and abortion 
rights groups, said it planned to run new commercials, 
beginning this week with radio and television advertisements 
in selected states intended to undercut Judge Alito's 
credibility.”  The sources “said the first advertisements would 
focus on occasional lapses from a pledge Judge Alito made 
at the 1990 hearings for his confirmation to the appeals court 
that he would recuse himself from cases involving the 
companies that managed his mutual fund investments, 
Vanguard and Smith Barney.” 

Alito View’s On Reapportionment Cases Seen As 
Debatable.  In a New York Times editorial observer story 
(1/3), Adam Cohen says, “There has been a lot of talk about 
the abortion views of Judge Alito, President Bush's Supreme 
Court nominee.  But his views on the redistricting cases may 
be more important.”  Sen. Joseph Biden “said recently that 
Judge Alito's statements about one person one vote could do 
more to jeopardize his nomination than his statements about 
Roe v. Wade.  Rejecting the one-person-one-vote principle is 
a radical position.  If Judge Alito still holds this view today, he 
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could lead the court to accept a very different vision of 
American democracy, one in which it would be far easier for 
powerful special interests to get a stranglehold on 
government.” 

Critics Said To Be Wrong For Seizing On Alito’s 
Memos In Abortion, Wiretap Cases.  In a New York Times 
op-ed (1/3), former Reagan Administration solicitor general 
Charles Fried says Judge Alito’s “opponents have seized 
upon two memorandums he wrote when he was a junior 
lawyer in the office of the solicitor general: one on the 
Thornburgh case, which dealt with Roe v. Wade, and the 
other on Mitchell v. Forsyth, which addressed the attorney 
general's personal liability for wiretaps found to violate the 
Constitution.  Determined to fit the man to the Scalito 
caricature with which they hope to defeat his nomination to 
the Supreme Court, Judge Alito's detractors ignore the 
context and the content of both documents.”  But “these were 
not the writings of a political operative seeking to make 
trouble or advance an agenda.  The solicitor general takes a 
case to the Supreme Court only when some other part of the 
government - perhaps a division of the Department of Justice 
or another agency - recommends it.”  As in “every case, a 
junior staff member was assigned to analyze these 
recommendations and propose a course of action to the 
solicitor general. It fell to Judge Alito to write those memos.”  
But what is “remarkable in both cases is that Judge Alito 
recommended against taking the position that more senior, 
politically appointed officials were urging the solicitor general 
to take before the court.  In the abortion case, not only the 
head of the civil division but also other high-ranking officials 
were urging that I, as the solicitor general at the time, ask the 
court to overturn Roe v. Wade.  The bottom line of Judge 
Alito's memo was that I should not do that.” 

Roberts Calls For Tighter Court Security, Pay 
Raises For Judges.  US Chief Justice John Roberts 
yesterday called for better court security and higher salaries 
to ensure a diverse mix of judges on the bench.  Reuters (1/2, 
Charles) reports that Roberts wrote in  his 2005 Report on the 
Federal Judiciary, “I recognize that it is a bit presumptuous for 
me to issue this report at this time, barely three months after 
taking the oath as chief justice,” but, “But I do not intend to 
start the new year by breaking with a 30-year-old tradition, 
and so will highlight in this report issues that are pressing and 
apparent.”  Reuters adds, “Roberts expressed concern over 
violence directed at judges and in courts in the past year. He 
mentioned the murders of a U.S. district judge’s husband and 
mother in Chicago by an angry litigant, and a court shooting 
in Atlanta that left a judge, court reporter and deputy dead. …  
Roberts also returned to a theme that Rehnquist regularly 
mentioned in his annual reports: the need to raise pay for 
judges. …  Roberts said the real pay of federal judges has 

declined since 1969 by almost 24 percent, while the real pay 
of the average American worker during the same period had 
increased by more than 15 percent.” 

Bush Team Notable For Lack Of Turnover.  The 
Washington Times/AP (1/3) reports the loyalty of President 
Bush’s aides have limited turnover.  After “two wars, 
devastating strikes by terrorists and hurricanes, a bruising re-
election and countless legislative battles, President Bush's 
team is continuing the trend -- defying history and shake-up 
rumors to remain almost entirely intact five years in.”  Only a 
“handful of the president's most senior aides have departed 
since Mr. Bush came to Washington in 2001.  Though some 
have shifted roles, it's a familiar cast of characters at the 
president's side:  Vice President Dick Cheney, Chief of Staff 
Andrew H. Card Jr., political guru Karl Rove, Deputy Chief of 
Staff Joe Hagin, counselor Dan Bartlett, budget chief Joshua 
B. Bolten, White House Counsel Harriet Miers and press 
secretary Scott McClellan.”  Bush's Cabinet “has seen more 
turnover than his top-level White House staff. Still, a third of 
the 21 Cabinet-rank positions are held by the same person as 
when Mr. Bush came to Washington.”  David Gergen said, “I 
don't think there's any other president in the modern era that 
has seen this kind of stability.” 

Medicare Drug Program Gets Off To An 
“Uneven” Start.  A somewhat negative story in the New 
York Times (1/3, Pear, 1.19M) says the Medicare prescription 
drug program “got off to an uneven start across the country” 
this week.  The Times says that while people “who applied 
early and had identification cards in hand were often able to 
fill prescriptions through the new program,” others “were 
stymied in their efforts to take advantage of the drug benefit, 
as pharmacists spent hours trying to confirm eligibility and 
enrollment by telephone and computer.”  The Times adds, 
“Dr. Mark B. McClellan, administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, said he was pleased with 
the first days' experience. ‘Many thousands of people were 
able to get their prescriptions filled,’ he said.” 

Many Seniors Still Befuddled As Medicare Drug 
Benefit Takes Effect.  ABC World News Tonight (1/1, story 
2, 2:35, Harris) reported, “The beginning of 2006 means 
millions of senior citizens can get prescription drug benefits 
through Medicare.  Pharmacists say tomorrow may be the 
busiest day of the year, with many seniors coming in with 
many questions about their plans.  While 43 million seniors 
are eligible, only 1 million have signed up for what some 
consider the most confusing government benefits ever.”  ABC 
(Yang) added, “Medicare officials say there’s still plenty of 
time.  Enrollment ends May 15th.  They’re now running TV 
ads, encouraging people to help their moms and dads. …  
Medicare officials say one of the most efficient ways to sort 
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through all the options is on the Internet.  But 75% of seniors 
say they’ve never even been online.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 5, 2:20, Roberts) 
reported, “Huge fanfare and a lot of confusion are 
accompanying the biggest change in Medicare history.  The 
government’s new prescription drug plan which is supposed 
to make drugs more afford to believe millions of Americans 
seniors goes into effect today.”  CBS (Chen) added, “20 
million low income Americans” are “being forced off state 
drug coverage programs and into the myriad of prescription 
plans run by private insurance companies.  Supporters 
expect as many as 10 million more will voluntarily sign up, 
though only one million have so far.” 

Gingrich Urges GOP To Propose Lobbying 
Reforms.  Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
was asked on CBS’ Face the Nation (1/1, Schieffer) if 
Republicans are in danger of suffering losses in this year’s 
elections due to scandals tied to several GOP congressmen.  
Gingrich relied, “I think that this coming year…is going to be a 
very big year of decision for Republicans.  We have to be the 
party of reform.  We can’t just be the party of pork barrel. …  
I’d look very seriously at completely rethinking the relationship 
with lobbyists.  I’d require every lobbying activity to be listed 
on the Thomas system, the computer system people can 
access, so you’d know if your member of Congress, whether 
they went golfing, whether they had dinner. I’d make this stuff 
public and transparent.  I’d consider not allowing fund-raisers 
in Washington. I think this whole system has grown, frankly, a 
little sick with insiders raising money for insiders to re-elect 
insiders to do favors for insiders.  I think this is not just a 
Republican problem.  Don’t misunderstand me.  But I think 
we are much more naturally the party of reform than the 
Democrats are.” 

Cheney, Rumsfeld Have Neighboring Estates 
On Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  A lengthy story on 
the front page of the Washington Post’s (1/3, C1, 
Montgomery) Style section looks at the “expensive waterfront 
estates” of Vice President Dick Cheney and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in St. Michael’s, Maryland.   
Rumsfeld's retreat, Mount Misery and Cheney’s place, 
Ballintober, are “are separated by two miles of narrow lanes.”  
The Post reports, “What gives? Is a secret weekend war 
cabinet forming? Are yachts and duck decoys part of the plan 
to transform the military? Did Cheney tire of his secure 
undisclosed hideaway and opt to join Rummy in his serene 
disclosed getaway?  We are probably thinking too hard. The 
search for obscure meaning -- that reflex for 
overinterpretation -- is so Western Shore. The Bay Bridge is 
where you lighten up and leave behind your fevered quest for 
the matrix behind the mask. …  Cheney may be the first part-

time resident with a full Secret Service detail, but the famous, 
the rich and the powerful of Washington (and New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh) have been setting a 
course for St. Michaels and the wider, watery Talbot County 
for generations.  The area has functioned like the 
Adirondacks did for the swells of the Gilded Age, Newport for 
the robber barons and the Hamptons for Wall Street. But 
somehow St. Michaels…survives as an anti-Newport, a non-
Nantucket, an un-Hamptons. Not overrun, overpriced, 
overglitzed. Not yet.” 

Mankiw Offers New Year’s Resolutions For 
Lawmakers.  In Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M), N. 
Gregory Mankiw, former chairman of President Bush's 
Council of Economic Advisers, offers a list of New Year's 
resolutions, which “any senator, congressman or presidential 
wannabe is free to adopt… as his or her own.”  Among 
Mankiw’s resolutions:  “This year I will be straight about the 
budget mess. I know that the federal budget is on an 
unsustainable path. I know that when the baby-boom 
generation retires and becomes eligible for Social Security 
and Medicare, all hell is going to break loose. I know that the 
choices aren't pretty -- either large cuts in promised benefits 
or taxes vastly higher than anything ever experienced in U.S. 
history. I am going to admit these facts to the American 
people, and I am going to say which choice I favor.”  Mankiw 
adds, “This year I will admit that there are some good taxes. 
Everyone hates taxes, but the government needs to fund its 
operations, and some taxes can actually do some good in the 
process. I will tell the American people that a higher tax on 
gasoline is better at encouraging conservation than are 
heavy-handed CAFE regulations. It would not only encourage 
people to buy more fuel-efficient cars, but it would encourage 
them to drive less, such as by living closer to where they 
work.”  Mankiw also writes, “This year I will be modest about 
what government can do. I know that economic prosperity 
comes not from government programs but from 
entrepreneurial inspiration.” 

Grassley Makes Case For GOP Deficit 
Reduction Bill.  Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Charles Grassley writes in USA Today (1/3, 2.31M), “In such 
a partisanship-first environment, any fair-minded move 
toward a more responsible budget is surely welcomed by the 
taxpayers. The GOP-sponsored deficit reduction bill is that 
sort of initiative. It's modest, representing just one-half of 1% 
of what would otherwise be spent during the next five years. 
Its Medicaid provisions reflect what governors nationwide -- 
Republicans and Democrats -- asked Congress to do to help 
them manage the program in their states and ensure its 
viability for low-income pregnant women and children.”  
Grassley adds, “The tax relief in question is also part of 
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stemming the red ink in Washington. The tax policies passed 
by the Senate and House aren't new at all. They merely 
extend expiring tax laws so that taxpayers aren't hit with a tax 
increase. This legislation is needed to protect 14 million 
families from the alternative minimum tax meant for wealthy 
individuals. It includes tax breaks for higher education and 
teachers who buy classroom supplies. It closes tax shelter 
loopholes. And it includes pro-growth measures that have 
helped fuel our economy.”  Grassley concludes, “Congress 
needs to do a lot more to control spending and reduce the 
deficit, but it's wrong to dismiss a step in the right direction.” 

USA Today Says GOP Bill Lacks Conscience.  An 
accompanying editorial in USA Today (1/3, 2.31M) says “it 
would be nice to see in Washington a new commitment to 
fiscal restraint and a resolve to bequeath a solvent 
government and robust economy to future generations.  To 
listen to many Republican lawmakers, a move in that 
direction is underway. …  It would be nice to see it that way, 
but to believe that is to believe in fairy tales. This political 
sleight of hand is simply too small to matter and is designed 
to evade the real financial predicament — runaway health 
care costs, unsustainable retirement benefits and tax rates 
receipts well below historical averages.  The cowardice in that 
is bad enough, but the measure is also cruel. Virtually all of 
Congress' cuts are made to programs for the poor and the 
young, who lack organized lobbies. Absent congressional 
conscience, they are simply targets of political opportunity. 
And be assured conscience is lacking.”  USA adds, 
“Congress will not deserve credit until it takes on health costs, 
tells seniors it can't sustain a Social Security system in which 
one of every three adults collects benefits, and raises taxes 
for the wealthy back to more reasonable levels.  Until then, 
each year will bring the nation and the federal government 
only closer to fiscal crisis.” 

OTHER NEWS: 
West Virginia Coal Miners Trapped After Mine 
Explosion.  Rescue crews yesterday sought desperately 
to reach 13 West Virginia coal miners trapped after a mine 
explosion in Tallmansville.  The story was the lead on both 
CBS and NBC last night; ABC was preempted for college 
football last night.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, lead story, 
4:00, Schieffer) reported, “They are still not certain what 
caused it.  A lightning strike is the best guess now, but before 
dawn this morning, there was an explosion at a coal mine in 
Tallmansville in central West Virginia.  Tonight 13 minors are 
trapped there, some 160 feet underground.  They have air 
purifying equipment but no oxygen.  For most of the day, 
poisonous gas has kept rescue workers from trying to reach 
them.  But late today, rescue workers did enter the mine.”  
CBS (Orr) added, “An eight-man rescue team has just 

entered the mine and are now traveling a tunnel in the hill 
behind me going some two miles inside the hill trying to reach 
the miners who are trapped there.  So far it's a bit grim 
because there's no communication with the trapped miners.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/2, lead story, 3:15, Holt) reported, 
“Tonight, a life and death drama is taking place outside a coal 
mine in West Virginia.”  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 2, 2:45, 
Holt) also spoke with NBC News Robert Hager, who covered 
the 2002 Quecreek Mine accident, where nine miners were 
successfully rescued after begin trapped by a flood.  Hager 
said, “This one looks grimmer to me, mostly because in that 
case, they were dealing with a flood.  In this case, it's been an 
explosion, and an explosion does two things.  It creates a lot 
of debris and it's blocked the shaft, and eats up oxygen.”  The 
Washington Times/AP (1/3, Smith), Washington Post (1/3, 
A1, Tyson, Vedantam, 744K) and New York Times (1/3, Dao, 
1.19M), among other newspapers, also report the story. 

Bernanke Faces Difficult Balance Sheet, 
Greenspan Comparisons.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, Ip, 2.11M) reports that incoming Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke faces “two major stumbling blocks” 
as he steps into the post being vacated by outgoing chairman 
Alan Greenspan:  “difficult comparisons” with Greenspan and 
“a balance sheet with potential land mines.”  Bernanke’s job 
“is complicated by a balance sheet loaded with debt and 
possibly overvalued assets. …  ‘It could be argued that 
Greenspan is handing Bernanke a poisoned chalice: an 
economy with an impressive track record, but one burdened 
with unprecedented financial imbalances,’ Martin Barnes, 
editor of the Bank Credit Analyst, a forecast journal, wrote in 
November. ‘It will be hard to rebuild household savings, 
reduce the current-account deficit and stabilize the housing 
sector without causing some economic pain.’” 

Economy Expected To Grow For Fifth Straight 
Year, But At Slower Rate.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, Gerena-Morales, Annett, 2.11M) reports, “Strong 
spending by businesses should power the nation's economy 
to a fifth straight year of expansion in 2006, according to a 
survey of economists' forecasts, but a softening housing 
market is likely to slow the overall pace of growth.  For the 
past five years, real-estate wealth has supported the 
economy by providing consumers with cash to buy everything 
from designer kitchens to luxury vacations to new or second 
homes.  Some economists believe that the boom has been 
responsible for creating more than one million American jobs 
since 2000.”  But “as home sales start to slow and the 
inventory of unsold homes climbs, many economists believe 
that home prices will rise more gradually, or even decline, 
delivering a jolt that causes consumers to rein in spending. 
That, in turn, may cause economic growth to slow.”  The 
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Journal adds, “The consensus forecast of 56 economists 
surveyed by The Wall Street Journal is that the nation's gross 
domestic product -- the broadest measure of economic output 
-- will grow at an annual rate of 3.5% in the first half of 2006 
and 3.1% in the second half. While those growth rates are 
considered respectable, they would fall short of the 4.1% 
average of the past 2½ years. …  On the positive side, 
economists expect overall inflation to moderate this year.” 

Hubbard Credits Bush Tax Cuts With Helping 
Economy After Recession.  Former Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers Glenn Hubbard said on Fox 
News’ Special Report (1/2), “The economy is growing at a 
potential rate of around 3.5 percent, which is truly 
extraordinary. It really traces the two things, I think. One is 
how well financial markets work to allocate risk and capital in 
the country. And the other is how amazingly flexible American 
labor markets are. There's really no economy in the world that 
has capital and labor markets as efficient as this one.”  Asked 
about polls showing that President Bush is getting credit for 
the “revival of the economy,” Hubbard said that “the president 
deserves credit for a set of tax policies that really helped the 
economy bounce back from the recession.  But the 
underlying strength of the economy has little to do with 
Washington and a lot to do with the kind of institutions that 
helped the economy absorb technological change and 
absorb shocks, whether those shocks in financial markets or 
the real economy in your Katrina example. That is really the 
heart and soul of this high growth rate for the economy.” 

Stock Market “A Dud” In ‘00s.  USA Today (1/3, 
Shell, 2.31M) reports, “This isn't your father's bull market.  
The '80s were great.  The '90s were even better.  But the '00s 
so far have been pretty much a dud. …  It's unlikely, for 
example, that the Dow Jones industrial average, which 
declined 0.6% in 2005, will be able to come anywhere near its 
228% gain in the '80s and its 318% gain in the '90s.  The 
blue-chip barometer is actually down 6.8% since the end of 
1999.”   

However, the New York Times (1/3, Dash, 1.19M) runs 
a report under the headline “After A Resilient '05, Wall St. 
Isn't Counting Out '06,” in which it says “the economy proved 
more resilient than the worriers expected. Consumers 
continued to spend. The housing market did not collapse. 
Economic growth has been robust.  And the stock market 
even had a year-end rally going - with the Dow Jones 
industrial average flirting with 11,000 - until it fizzled in the 
final weeks.”  So “it is not surprising that Wall Street has 
muted the alarms about 2006. Over all, analysts are relatively 
bullish in their outlooks. But concerns remain about the health 
of consumer spending and the effects of higher interest rates.  
Five Wall Street analysts who were surveyed predicted that 
the Standard & Poor's 500-stock index, which closed 2005 at 
1,248.49, would end 2006 between 1,170 and 1,400.” 

Recession Worries Said To Be Rising For 2006.  The 
CBS Evening News (1/1, story 6, 2: 20, Roberts) reported, 
“Like a roller coaster, the stock market had some wild ups 
and downs in 2005, but ended up right where it started.  So 
what’s next?”  CBS (Alfonsi) added, “With big business 
struggling, unsteady interest rates, and signs of a recession, 
the best some forecasters are hoping for 2006 is an average 
year.”  A lot of investors “saw less-than-strong stock returns in 
2005.  The Dow finished in the red for the first time since 
2002.  The S&P was flat and the tech-heavy Nasdaq didn’t 
fare much better.  If you consider a year marked with soaring 
gas prices and natural disasters, those flat numbers don’t 
look too bad.  But what was bad news in 2005 could be good 
news for the market in 2006.” 

Dallas-Area Among Regions Reporting Robust 
Employment Numbers.  The Dallas Morning News (1/2, 
Kreimer) reports, “An expanding economy and a skilled labor 
shortage have sparked a resurgence in the recruitment of 
employed and unemployed workers alike, including those at 
the high end of the pay scale, hiring experts say.  That makes 
this year’s outlook for job seekers the best since the turn of 
the millennium. …  The Dallas-area job market hasn’t seen 
growth that robust since 2000, when employment rose 3.9 
percent, according to Texas Workforce Commission data.” 

Only Some Parts Of US Said To Be Experiencing 
Housing Bubble.  The New York Times‘ Paul Krugman (1/2) 
writes, “In spite of record home prices, housing in most of 
America remains surprisingly affordable, thanks to low 
interest rates.  That fact may seem to say that there’s no 
housing bubble.  But it doesn’t. …  It’s…worth noting that the 
reason housing was so expensive in 1981 and 1982 was that 
mortgage interest rates were extremely high.  That made 
recovery easy, because all it took to make housing affordable 
again was for interest rates to return to normal levels.  This 
time, with interest rates already low by historical standards, 
restoring affordability will require a big fall in housing prices.” 

Minimum Wage In 17 States, District Of 
Columbia Higher Than Federal Level.  Nearly half 
of the US civilian labor force lives in states where the pay if 
higher than the minimum wage set by the federal 
government.  The New York Times (1/2, Broder) reports, 
“Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have acted on 
their own to set minimum wages that exceed the $5.15 an 
hour rate set by the federal government, and this year 
lawmakers in dozens of the remaining states will debate 
raising the minimum wage. Some states that already have a 
higher minimum wage than the federal rate will be debating 
further increases and adjustments for inflation.”  The federal 
minimum wage was raised from $4.75 in 1997.  Since then, 
“efforts in Congress to increase the amount have been 
stymied largely by Republican lawmakers and business 
groups who argued that a higher minimum wage would drive 
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away jobs.  Thwarted by Congress, labor unions and 
community groups have increasingly focused their efforts at 
raising the minimum wage on the states, where the issue has 
received more attention than in Republican-dominated 
Washington, said Bill Samuel, the legislative director of the 
national A.F.L.-C.I.O.” 

NYTimes Says Congress Should Raise Minimum 
Wage.  An editorial in the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M) says, 
“The federal minimum wage has been a paltry $5.15 an hour 
for more than eight years. Polls show that there is strong 
popular support for raising it, but Congress has resisted. 
Unions, community groups and advocates for the poor are 
increasingly taking the matter directly to voters through state 
referendums to raise their states' minimum wages, according 
to an article yesterday in The Times. Their intentions are 
laudable, but the efforts only highlight Congress's failure to 
set the federal minimum wage at a reasonable level.”  The 
Times adds, “State minimum-wage referendums are not 
ideal. Policy matters of this kind are best handled by 
legislatures, and the nation would be better off with a uniform 
federal standard. But given where the federal minimum wage 
now stands, state-level initiatives are the only game in town. 
Those grass-roots debates may shame Congress into taking 
long-overdue action to help the lowest-paid workers.” 

WSJournal Decries NEA Use Of Members’ 
Dues.  An editorial in the Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M) 
says “If we told you that an organization gave away more 
than $65 million last year to Jesse Jackson's Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition, the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, 
Amnesty International, AIDS Walk Washington and dozens of 
other such advocacy groups, you'd probably assume we 
were describing a liberal philanthropy. In fact, those 
expenditures have all turned up on the financial disclosure 
report of the National Education Association, the country's 
largest teachers union.  Under new federal rules pushed 
through by Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao, large unions 
must now disclose in much more detail how they spend 
members' dues money.”  The Journal adds that “even a 
cursory glance at the NEA's recent filings” exposes “the union 
as a honey pot for left-wing political causes that have nothing 
to do with teachers, much less students. …  It's well 
understood that the NEA is an arm of the Democratic 
National Committee. (Or is it the other way around?) But we 
wonder if the union's rank-and-file stand in unity behind this 
laundry list of left-to-liberal recipients of money that comes 
out of their pockets.” 

WSJournal Praises Yale’s Refusal To Give 
Anarchist Professor Tenure.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, 2.11M) editorializes, “Until recently, David Graeber was 
an associate professor of anthropology at Yale University, 

with a field specialty in Madagascar and a salary of $63,000. 
He is also a self-declared anarchist who has been arrested at 
antiglobalization rallies. Last spring, Yale denied him tenure.  
Mr. Graeber was outraged, suspecting the decision might 
have something to do with his politics.”  The journal adds, 
“One might fairly ask of Mr. Graeber why, if his anarchist 
convictions are sincere, he would seek to join the very 
employing class that he is otherwise pledged to struggle 
against. …  In recent interviews, Mr. Graeber has given his 
answer: ‘I'm not really an anarchist as a professor,’ he told 
the New York Times. ‘I figured I'd be a scholar in New Haven 
and an activist in New York.’  So it turns out that even 
anarchists have their bourgeois ambitions. That's fair enough, 
but so is Yale's decision to deny Mr. Graeber tenure, and for 
what we suspect were not political motives. Among the 
qualities that characterize Ivy League faculties these days, 
hostility to liberal or radical politics isn't among them.” 

WPost Says Baltimore’s Problems Predate 
O’Malley.  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 
744K) says, “No doubt, Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley rues 
the day when, as a candidate for office, he pledged to reduce 
the number of murders in the city to 150 annually. Instead, 
Baltimore's murder rate has remained stubbornly high -- it has 
not dipped below 250 since Mr. O'Malley took office in 1999 -- 
and this year the numbers attest again to the ongoing 
bloodbath. …  Now that Mr. O'Malley is trying to become 
governor, Baltimore's murder rate represents a natural soft 
target for his political foes. …  The question is how much 
blame can be fairly apportioned to Mr. O'Malley. Under his 
administration, overall violent crime in Baltimore, including 
rapes, robberies and assaults, has dropped sharply -- more 
sharply, in fact, than it has in other large cities. Real estate 
values have soared and, probably more significantly, 
Baltimore has stanched the outflow of middle-class residents 
who fled the city for years, right through the 1990s. Mr. 
O'Malley's popularity in the city is broad and deep, and no 
one accuses him of not trying to attack the murder rate head-
on.”  The Post adds, “Political opponents of Mr. O'Malley can 
make all the hay they want, but the failures in Baltimore that 
have contributed to the ghastly murder rampage -- including 
low-performing schools and inefficient parole, probation and 
juvenile justice systems as well as the drug scourge -- 
predated his time in office. At issue is how effectively has Mr. 
O'Malley stepped up to those problems as well. His attempts 
and failures to rein in the murder rate deserve scrutiny, but so 
do government and society at large in Maryland -- and at all 
levels.” 

New State Laws Deal With Technology, 
Security.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Scherer, 
61K) reports on new state laws which will take effect this 
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year.  The Monitor reports, “A number of state legislatures 
have focused on the impact of technology. For example, 
some automobile companies are installing ‘black boxes’ in 
their more expensive models. These devices, like those in 
airplanes, record the direction and speed of a car, steering 
and braking performance, and the status of the driver's seat 
belt.  Now, Nevada has enacted legislation that requires 
manufacturers to notify buyers if a car contains such a device 
and what the black box can record. In addition, the 
information in the box can be downloaded or retrieved only by 
the owner of the vehicle. …  Many states have also become 
alarmed over ‘security breaches,’ especially by companies 
with credit-card or Social Security information. Six states - 
Connecticut, Illinois, Louisiana, Maine, Minnesota, and 
Nevada - are requiring companies to notify consumers if 
sensitive financial information has been stolen. Connecticut 
goes even further: Residents can "freeze" their credit reports 
if there has been a slip-up.  New Jersey and Virginia, 
meanwhile, have barred making public a person's Social 
Security number.” 

Liberal Crusader Hirschkop Nears Retirement.  
The Legal Times (1/2, McLure) reports on the impending 
retirement of long-time liberal attorney Philip Hirschkop, who 
is “known not only for his legal prowess but his bombastic 
and outspoken manner. Hirschkop, now 69, is preparing to 
close his law offices in Old Town Alexandria, Va., marking the 
end of a colorful, four-decade career that made him an icon 
among left-wing lawyers.” The Times continues, “For the past 
two decades, Hirschkop has served as the outside general 
counsel for People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the 
controversial animal rights group known for its militant 
advocacy of vegetarianism and its proclivity for throwing pies 
at fur-wearing fashionistas. … But long before he hoisted 
PETA’s standard in battle, Hirschkop had made his mark as a 
civil rights lawyer and as an opponent of the Vietnam War. 
Perhaps his most significant case was Loving v. Virginia, a 
landmark 1967 U.S. Supreme Court case that overturned Jim 
Crow-era laws banning interracial marriage — a case in 
which Hirschkop presented the main argument when he was 
just two years out of law school.” The Times adds, “Since that 
auspicious start, he’s worked for a member of the House Un-
American Activities Committee, donned a Viet-Cong armband 
to protest the war, and stood for the free-speech rights of the 
American Nazi Party. In one six-year span, 17 disciplinary 
complaints were brought against him at the Virginia State Bar 
— a distinction Hirschkop bears proudly. The complaints, he 
says, were ‘never for screwing a client, only for making public 
statements’ about pending litigation.” 

Relief Agency Head Urges Donors To Choose 
Charities Carefully.  Richard M. Walden, president of 
the international relief agency Operation USA, writes in the 

New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “Money is the mother's milk of 
disaster relief. And over the last 12 months - with the Indian 
Ocean tsunami, the hurricanes on the Gulf Coast and the 
Pakistan earthquake - fund-raising records have been broken 
by the King Kong of relief agencies, the American Red Cross, 
and by many smaller organizations as well. …  In late 
November it was reported that the American Red Cross still 
had $400 million of the $567 million it had collected for the 
tsunami since Dec. 26, 2004. Meanwhile, many of the 
countries hit by the waves, all of which have their own 
national Red Cross or Red Crescent societies, continue to 
beg for more help with housing, health and education 
programs.  Why our Red Cross holds on to so much money is 
a mystery, but it is hardly the only agency that does so. A 
survey by InterAction, an umbrella group of relief agencies, 
found that many other charities reported spending far less 
than they took in last year; an average of just 42 percent of 
the money received by 62 relief groups providing tsunami 
relief has been spent.”  Walden adds, “With the incendiary 
combination of huge government contracts, Internet fund-
raising and appeals based on mass disasters, the charity 
business has entered a new age. Americans should continue 
to help those in dire need, but they should also look around 
before sending a check or clicking the ‘donate’ button.” 

Two Rescued After Plane Crashes Near New 
York City.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 6, :20, Holt) 
reported, “A successful rescue today just north of New York 
City.  Police and Coast Guard helicopters pulled two men out 
of the frigid Hudson River after their single-engine plane went 
down shortly after the pilot had issued a mayday call.  An 
FAA spokesman says the men were a flight instructor and his 
student.  Both are being treated tonight for hypothermia.” 

New Rules Could Lead To Increased Minimum 
Credit Card Payments.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 
7, 2:20, Holt) reported, “Just in time for those post-holiday 
bills to start piling up in your mailbox, some new rules that 
banks are now enforcing that will lead to higher minimum 
credit card payments for everyone.  As of now, 13% of credit 
card holders pay just the minimum payment each month.  
And if you're among them you may be in for a surprise when 
you open that next bill.”  NBC (Shamlian) added, “Too many 
customers are saying ‘charge it’ too often.  At least, that's the 
view of banking regulators who are behind the guidelines 
aimed at getting people to pay more, so they can get out of 
debt quicker.  In the past, some minimums didn't cover even 
the interest due.  The government guidelines say payments 
should cover at least 1% of principal, plus interest and fees.  
As of this month, all banks are complying.”  Nessa Feddis, 
American Bankers Assn.:  “For the consumers in the long 
term, it means they'll pay less interest and they'll pay the 
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balance off more quickly.”  Shamlian:  “It could be a painful 
transition.  On a balance of $5,000, the payment would jump 
from $100 to $200 a month.  But that larger minimum 
payment means the debt would be erased in about two and a 
half years instead of almost seven years.” 

Questions Raised About Attorney Suing Ex-
Client For Former Adversary.  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/3, Davies) reports, “Don King makes a good living 
off boxers in the ring, and Judd Burstein has done well off Mr. 
King in the courtroom. … Since 1997, Mr. Burstein, a 
Manhattan lawyer, has scored a string of legal victories 
representing fighters in contract disputes against boxing's 
most famous promoter. In all, Mr. Burstein estimates he has 
cost Mr. King $25 million and pocketed $3 million to $4 million 
for himself.” The Journal continues, “The acrimony between 
the two has been so intense over the years that Mr. Burstein 
once referred to the promoter as a ‘cancer’ on boxing. Mr. 
King described Mr. Burstein as an ‘insidious insect.’ …  But 
now, Mr. Burstein finds himself in Mr. King's corner. The 
pugnacious attorney has switched sides and is representing 
the fight promoter in a lawsuit against Christopher Byrd, the 
International Boxing Federation heavyweight champ, whom 
Mr. Burstein recently represented in a suit against Mr. King. 
‘It's good to have him on my payroll now,’ Mr. King says of 
Mr. Burstein.” The Journal adds, “There's no rule explicitly 
prohibiting lawyers from representing someone they once 
sued. But legal experts say it's rare for an attorney to sue one 
person on behalf of a client and then sue the former client on 
behalf of the former adversary. …   Complicating matters: 
The previous lawsuit and the current one involve a dispute 
over the same contract.” 

Texas Said To Be At Epicenter Of 2006 
Congressional Races.  The Dallas Morning News (1/2, 
Gillman) says Texas “is sure to be the epicenter of this year’s 
congressional races, thanks to some unique factors, 
especially the trial of former House Majority Leader Tom 
DeLay and Democrats’ efforts to leverage his ethics problems 
into a national wave.”  Unless DeLay “is convicted or the 
court throws out Texas’ current congressional map, voters 
can expect spirited contests in only three Texas districts, and 
the campaign that officially begins today– the deadline for 
candidates to file paperwork to run in the March 7 primaries – 
probably won’t alter the lineup much.”  DeLay “has his legal 
woes. Freshman Rep. Henry Cuellar, a Laredo Democrat, 
won the primary by just 58 votes two years ago after several 
bitter recounts. And Rep. Chet Edwards of Waco is a 
Democrat in a heavily Republican district.”  DeLay’s district “is 
solidly Republican, but analysts say he’s vulnerable, noting 
that he drew just 55 percent of the vote in winning an 11th 
term in 2004.”  Cuellar “served as Gov. Rick Perry’s secretary 

of state and volunteered on the Bush presidential campaign, 
and his rivals say he’s a Republican in disguise. …  The 
district is solidly Democratic. The challenge will be to win 
without a runoff in April.”  Edwards “won his eighth term with 
just 51 percent. Two Republicans have spent months vying 
for the right to take him on in President Bush’s hometown 
district: Iraq war veteran Van Taylor and Tucker Anderson, a 
former aide to Dallas Rep. Pete Sessions, a Republican.” 

GOP Said To Be At Disadvantage In 2006 
Midterm Elections.  The Washington Times (1/3, 
Lambro, 90K) reports President Bush and the Republicans 
“face a tougher midterm election landscape in 2006, due 
largely to the closely divided American electorate and, 
ironically, the gains the Republicans have made in the past 
decade.”  Few analysts “expect the Democrats to regain 
control of the House or Senate in November, but many think 
they likely will pick up seats in both chambers and cut into the 
Republican advantage in governorships.  Republicans have a 
larger number of vulnerable seats to defend, particularly in 
Democratic-leaning ‘blue’ states.”  Political analyst Stuart 
Rothenberg said, “This year still looks very much like a 
Democratic year, and the only question is how big a year it 
will be for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
and the Democratic Congressional Committee. …  At this 
point, Democratic gains appear to be inevitable.”  The Times 
identifies Senate race opportunities for the Democrats in 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Ohio, and for Republicans 
in Minnesota, Maryland, and New Jersey.  In the House, 
“most analysts say Democrats could pick up a half dozen 
seats, well below the 15-seat gain they would need to win 
majority control.”  In the state houses, Democrats “appear 
likely to make modest gains…where Republicans hold a 28 to 
22 advantage.” 

Dionne Says GOP Disunity Could Hurt Showing In 
Midterms.  In his Washington Post column (1/3, A17), E.J. 
Dionne says, “The 2006 elections will determine whether 
Rove's brilliantly constructed machine has staying power or 
falls apart in the face of adversity. And there was adversity in 
abundance during 2005.”  But it is “three strikes and you're 
out:  The social-issues right can't help Bush if its support 
drives away too many moderates.  Pro-business economics 
can't help if it drives away many in the middle class.  And the 
war on terrorism doesn't help if Bush is seen as managing it 
badly.”  It is “customary in columns of this sort to say 
somewhere around now that the Democrats will need to 
come up with a plan, a message, a program, etc., etc.  I'm all 
for such things.  But in 1958, 1966 and 1978, the out party 
gained ground largely by exploiting the failures of the party in 
power and exacerbating the contradictions in its coalition.  If 
the Democrats prosper in 2006, it will be because whatever 
program they come up with achieves those goals.” 
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Schneider “Political Earthquake” Required For 
Democrats To Retake Congress In 2006.  William 
Schneider said on CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight (1/2), “Ever 
hear of the six-year itch?  It's a disease presidents often get 
after their party has held the White House for six years.  The 
symptoms?  Big setbacks for the president's party at the 
polls.  It happened to the Democrats in 1938 and 1966. And 
to the Republicans in 1958, 1974, and 1986.  On the 
average, the president's party lost 44 House seats and seven 
Senate seats in those elections.  Democrats need to gain just 
16 seats this year to win control of the House of 
Representatives, and seven to take over the Senate.  Piece 
of cake?  Not exactly.  Very few seats change party these 
days.  Most House seats are safe for one party, and only 
three Republican senators running for re-election are from 
blue states.”  It “would take a political earthquake for the 
Democrats to win control of Congress this year. But you 
know, earthquakes have been known to happen.” 

Barone Also Says Democrats Are Unlikely To 
Retake House.  Michael Barone of US News and World 
Report said on Fox News’ Special Report (1/2), “Democrats 
need a net gain of 15 seats to win the House, that doesn't 
seem very many. But if there are only 25 races that are very 
seriously contested, a net gain of 15 is pretty hard to achieve. 
So, [DCCC Chairman Rahm] Emanuel is trying to broaden 
the field and make some districts seriously contested that 
people would not have thought were in the past.”  Barone 
added that retaking the House is “a long shot for the 
Democrats.” 

Barnes Says Democrats Won’t Win House Or 
Senate Control.  Fred Barnes was asked on Fox News’ 
Special Report (1/3) for his predictions for 2006.  Barnes said, 
“I think Democrats will win House seats, but not the House. 
They'll win Senate seats, but not control of the Senate. I 
expect Arnold to be reelected as governor of California. And 
President Bush's job approval rating, which has bumped up 
to 50 percent in a couple of polls already. Will stay around 50 
percent or higher for most of 2006.”  Barnes added, “The 
emerging star among Democratic presidential candidates is 
Russ Feingold, a Wisconsin senator. Among Republican 
presidential candidates is George Allen, the Virginia senator.” 

Trump Rules Out Gubernatorial Bid, Hints At 
Run For White House.  The New York Post (1/3, 
Dicker, 624K) reports that Donald Trump on Monday “flatly 
ruled out running for governor this year -- but hinted he may 
go for president in 2008.  Trump, in a phone call to The 
Post…declared, ‘I'm not going to run for governor because 
I'm having too much fun doing what I'm doing now.”  While 
Trump “repeatedly ruled out a race for statewide office, he 
strongly suggested he was interested in entering the national 
political arena in 2008.  Trump, who considered an 
independent run for president in 2000, pointedly noted that 

his decision not to run governor this year ‘doesn't preclude 
me from doing something [political] in the future.’  He then 
repeatedly ducked questions on whether he would consider 
running for the White House, repeating that he's too busy for 
electoral politics.  But a political figure close to Trump told 
The Post, ‘Donald is definitely interested in running for 
president in 2008, possibly as an independent candidate.’” 

NYC Transit Strike Seen As Avoidable.  In an op-
ed for the New York Times (1/2) Meyer S. Frucher and 
Joseph M. Bress, former directors of the Governor’s Office of 
Employee Relations for New York State, write, “New York 
City’s transit workers are back on the job. …  The city, 
meanwhile, lost an estimated $1 billion during a frigid holiday 
shopping week that saw seven million commuters stranded.  
There’s a better way than this to get a contract, and we can 
institute it simply by building on existing New York state law.”  
The authors note that Gov. Mario Cuomo “signed an 
amendment to the Taylor Law that specifically addressed 
transit negotiations, offering a binding arbitration procedure to 
break deadlocked talks.” 

Bolton Initiatives Would Give Security Council 
Members Enhanced Power.  he Washington Post 
(1/2, A7, Lynch) reports John R. Bolton, the U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations, “said he will start the new year by 
reinvigorating stalled efforts to restructure management of the 
world body, beginning with a controversial push to seek 
assurances that the Security Council's five major powers will 
be guaranteed posts on a new Human Rights Council.  
Bolton said in an interview that the Bush administration wants 
to ensure that the United States is never again denied 
membership in the United Nations' principal human rights 
body, as it was in 2001, when Austria, France and Sweden 
defeated a U.S. bid for membership in the Geneva-based 
Human Rights Commission. …  The proposal is part of a 
broader drive by Bolton to place the five permanent Security 
Council members -- Britain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States -- at the center of U.N. decision making.” 

Musharraf Backs Off Pledge To Take On 
Madrassas.  The New York Times (1/2, Masood) reports, 
“As the incendiary training at some of Pakistan’s seminaries 
drew renewed focus in the weeks after the July 7 bombings in 
London, President Pervez Musharraf promised to bring the 
schools into the mainstream and expel their foreign students 
by the end of the year.”  But” his tough pledge has fizzled.”  
Last week, “the government backed away from its deadline 
and said it would not use force to deport the students.”  The 
schools then “said they would resist any effort to round up the 
students, and on Sunday, a coalition representing the 
seminaries called the government’s plan ‘inhuman, immoral 
and totally illegal,’ The Associated Press reported.”  The 
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schools, called madrasas, “were once the Islamic equivalent 
of Sunday school. …  Of the four suicide bombers in the 
London attacks, at least one had spent time at a madrasa 
here with connections to militant groups.” 

The Washington Times (1/2, Ansari) adds “Western 
intelligence agencies suspect that madrassas served as 
rendezvous points between senior al Qaeda operatives and 
Tanweer, Khan and other British recruits.”  Musharraf, 
however, “relented on Thursday after clerics said they would 
rather be incarcerated than comply with orders to expel 
foreigners or give their names to the authorities.” 

UN Asks To Interview Assad In Hariri Probe.  
The Financial Times (1/3, Biedermann) reports, “United 
Nations investigators on Monday said they want to interview 
Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s president, and Farouq al-Shara’a, 
his foreign minister, in connection with the murder of Rafiq al-
Hariri, Lebanon’s former prime minister.”  The announcement 
“came days after Abdel-Halim Khaddam, Syria’s former vice-
president, indicated that Mr Assad might have been 
personally involved in the run-up to the murder.”  The UN 
probe “was awaiting answers from Syria after requesting to 
speak to Mr Assad, Mr Shara’a and others, a spokesperson 
for the commission said.” 

The New York Times (1/3, Fattah, 1.19M) says “the 
request compounds pressure on the Syrian government just 
days after a stunning public attack on the president by his 
former vice president raised new questions about whether the 
government had been complicit in the assassination.”  A 
spokesman for the United Nations investigation told The 
Associated Press “the commission had sent a request to 
interview Mr. Assad and Mr. Sharaa, among others,” but 
“would not specify when the request was made.  It was not 
immediately clear whether the request had any connection to 
the allegation by former Vice President Abdul-Halim 
Khaddam on Friday that Mr. Assad threatened Mr. Hariri's life 
months before the assassination.” 

Former Syrian Vice President Breaks With Assad 
On Hariri Probe.  The Financial Times (1/2, Biedermann) 
reports, “Syria’s former vice-president Abdel-Halim Khaddam 
said on Friday that he has ‘full confidence’ in the UN-
investigation into the assassination.  The UN-team, until 
recently led by the German prosecutor Detlev Mehlis, has 
implicated senior Lebanese and Syrian officials.”  Speaking 
on the Arab satellite television station al-Arabiya from Paris, 
“where he has been staying for the last couple of months,” 
Khaddam “announced a break with his country’s leadership. 
He blamed President Bashar al-Assad for a deterioration in 
Syria’s international position.  And he said that if Syria had 
indeed killed Mr Hariri, it could not have happened without the 
knowledge of Mr. Assad.” 

Protestors Demand To Know Fate Of Missing 
Lebanese.  The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Shadid) reports, 

“In the heart of downtown Beirut…women every day…protest 
demanding to know the fate of their children.  Many believe 
they languish in jails in neighboring Syria.  Others are not 
sure.  Behind them, their children's faces stare from pictures 
tacked to billboards, blank faces with generation-old haircuts, 
the dates of their disappearances reading like a war memorial 
yet to be built.  The protest…serves as a stark reminder, 
organizers say, that Lebanese society has yet to confront, 
much less resolve, the legacy of the most cataclysmic event 
in its modern history -- the 1975-90 civil war.  Fifteen years 
later, that conflict is still shrouded in silence. Under a 1991 
amnesty law, all but a handful of killings were placed beyond 
prosecution.”  The Post adds, “The protest's longevity reflects 
the changes unleashed by the departure of Syrian troops last 
spring after a 29-year presence. It is a sign of new 
transparency in public discourse as Lebanon.” 

Abbas May Delay Palestinian Elections.  The New 
York Times (1/3, Erlanger, 1.19M) reports, “The Palestinian 
president, Mahmoud Abbas, on Monday raised for the first 
time the possibility of delaying legislative elections this month, 
saying the vote would be impossible if Israel did not allow 
residents of East Jerusalem to participate.”  Said Abbas, “We 
are all in agreement that Jerusalem has to be included in the 
election. …  And if it is not included, all the factions agree that 
there will be no elections.”  But “a Hamas official in the Gaza 
Strip, Mahmoud Zahar, told reporters there had been no 
agreement to accept another delay.”  Hamas “agreed last 
summer to postpone the elections, originally scheduled for 
July, but has insisted on the vote's going ahead this month.” 

British Hostages Freed In Gaza.  The Financial 
Times (1/2, Davi) reports, “Three Britons held hostage in the 
Gaza Strip were released by their kidnappers on Friday night, 
according to unconfirmed reports from Palestine.  Human 
rights worker Kate Burton, 24, and her parents had been 
freed, Palestinian mediator Kamal Sharafi said. However, the 
Foreign Office in London was unable to confirm the reports.”  
The Times adds, “Concern grew through the day over the 
fate of the Britons, after the Palestinian police chief earlier 
said there had been no demands or contacts from the 
unidentified hostage-takers.”   

Palestinian Security Officers Free Italian Hostage.  
The New York Times/AP (1/2) reports, “Palestinian security 
officers stormed a building on Sunday where an Italian 
hostage was being held, freeing the captive in a shootout with 
his kidnappers.”  It was “a rare show of force in a wave of 
kidnappings, shootouts and other violence in the Gaza Strip 
that has embarrassed the Palestinian president, Mahmoud 
Abbas, threatening to undermine his Fatah Party in Jan. 25 
legislative elections and to strengthen Hamas, the Islamic 
militant group.”  The hostage, Alessandro Bernardini, an aide 
in the European Parliament, “was abducted early Sunday in 
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Khan Younis.”  The Washington Times (1/2, Barzak) runs the 
same AP story. 

Italian Tourists Taken Hostage In Yemen.  The 
Washington Times (1/2, Mounassa) reports, “Yemeni 
tribesmen took five Italian tourists hostage yesterday -- one 
day after freeing a German family of five that included a 
former ambassador to Washington.  Of the five Italians, three 
women refused to be released later in the day, insisting on 
returning to their male companions who remained in captivity, 
local officials said.”  It was “the fourth abduction of foreigners 
in the country in three months.” 

Ahmadinejad Reportedly Causing Unease 
Inside Iran.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2, Siamdoust) 
reports, “On the surface, little seems to have changed in the 
Iranian capital since President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took 
office in August. …  But underneath the veneer of normality, 
Iranians are watching as their controversial president settles 
into office — and their country hardens under his 
fundamentalist leadership.”  The Times goes on to report, “To 
both insiders and outsiders, the political face of Iran seems to 
have drastically changed. …  Ahmadinejad, draped in a 
Palestinian kaffiyeh, the scarf that he has appropriated to 
signal his struggle against perceived injustice, has stirred 
international ire with virulent anti-Israel rhetoric.  Meanwhile, 
his habit of immersing politics in sacred Islamic tradition has 
chafed critics within Iran.”  According to the Times, “But even 
in Iran's mostly conservative parliament, the hard-line 
president has found himself unable to get traction.  In a first 
for the Islamic Republic, lawmakers turned down four of the 
ministers Ahmadinejad asked them to approve.  It took him 
three months and four candidates to seat an oil minister.  
Some reformist legislators even agitated for hearings on the 
president's ‘lack of political competence.’” 

Krauthammer Predicts Israel Will Attack Iran This 
Year.  Syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer, on Fox 
News Sunday (1/1, Wallace), predicted, “Israel will launch a 
military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities.  There are rumors 
today in German newspapers that the U.S. and NATO are 
talking about this.  I don’t imagine the U.S. or NATO will do 
this.”  Israel “will feel that the world isn’t acting, and it’s going 
to act on its own.” 

Sharon To Undergo Heart Surgery.  The AP (1/2, 
Federman) reports, “Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon will 
undergo a heart procedure Thursday to close a small hole 
that apparently led to his recent stroke, his office announced 
Sunday.”  Doctors “said last week that the procedure, known 
as a cardiac catheterization, would virtually eliminate the risk 
of Sharon suffering a similar stroke.” 

In Abrupt Reversal, Russia Restores Most Gas 
To Ukraine Pipeline.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, 
Finn, 744K) reports,  “Russia retreated abruptly Monday from 
its confrontation with Ukraine over natural gas prices, after an 
uproar in West European capitals over dead-of-winter cuts in 
gas supplies threatened to undermine Russia's ambition to 
expand its highly profitable role as a strategic energy partner 
of the European Union.”  The “state-controlled Russian 
energy giant Gazprom” said it “would almost completely 
restore reductions it made Sunday in the gas it pumps into 
Ukrainian pipelines that connect to the rest of the continent.”   
The New York Times (1/3, Kramer, 1.19M) adds Gazprom 
“officials…presented the decision not as a reversal but as a 
response to Ukraine's ‘theft’ of natural gas.”  But “it became 
clear almost immediately that the driving force in Russia's 
decision was the sharp criticism across Europe, including 
countries like Germany that are usually reliable allies.” 

The Financial Times (1/3, Correspondents) says 
“European countries on Monday suffered large cuts to their 
gas supplies as a bitter stand-off between Russia and 
Ukraine over gas prices intensified.  Supplies of Russian gas 
to Italy fell by 25 per cent, according to Eni, the country’s 
biggest oil and gas supplier. Deliveries of Russian gas to 
France dropped up to 30 per cent, Gaz de France said. Many 
central and eastern European countries, which depend 
heavily on gas from Russia, reported even larger declines.”   

The Wall Street Journal (1/3, White, Cummins, 2.11M) 
notes “the sudden crisis highlighted concerns about Europe's 
dependence on Russia, which supplies a quarter of the 
continent's gas, at a time of growing fears that the Kremlin is 
using energy as a political weapon.”  The Christian Science 
Monitor (1/3, Weir, 61K) runs a similar report in which it says 
that “with 80 percent of Russian gas exports flowing through 
Ukraine, wintry Europe could be hard hit.”  The Washington 
Times/Reuters (1/3, Clothier) runs a similar story. 

In an analysis piece, the New York Times (1/3, Chivers, 
1.19M) says for “President Vladimir V. Putin and Russia, 
2006 was supposed to be a banner year. Instead, it has 
begun badly, and with problems of the Kremlin's own making.  
The Kremlin, which labored in 2005 to distance itself from the 
ill will that accompanied its destruction of the Yukos oil 
company and the bungled handling of the rigged Ukrainian 
presidential election in 2004, has begun the new year with a 
display of politics and bullying, followed by partial retreat, that 
is raising fresh questions about its reliability as an 
international energy partner.” 

CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight (1/2, Romans) said “critics of 
President Putin say he's using Soviet-style tactics to bully 
Russia's neighbors.”  In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal 
(1/3, 2.11M) says, “Putin certainly has a flair for timing. The 
Russian President is assuming the chairmanship of the G-8 
democratic nations in the same week that he's been 
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attempting some Soviet-style energy extortion against 
Ukraine. …  The Kremlin's real goal here isn't money so 
much as political influence over its democratic, free-thinking 
and formerly subservient Slavic neighbor. A year ago 
Ukraine's Viktor Yushchenko used his ‘Orange Revolution’ to 
defeat the Kremlin's handpicked presidential candidate and 
turn toward the West.  The energy squeeze is Mr. Putin's 
attempt at revenge, notably coming less than three months 
before Ukraine's parliamentary elections.” 

David Satter, who is “affiliated” with the Hoover 
Institution, the Hudson Institute and Johns Hopkins, writes in 
the Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M), “With Sunday's 
accession of Vladimir Putin to the presidency of the G-8, 
post-Soviet Russia has achieved a new level of recognition 
and prestige as a democratic state.  The recognition is 
undeserved. Instead of being democratic or even becoming 
democratic, Russia is daily sinking deeper into 
authoritarianism and lawlessness. …  The Putin regime 
cannot ignore the views of G-8 colleagues. This is why the 
West needs to use all its influence to counteract Russia's self-
destructive behavior.” 

Winter Weather Cuts Aid To Earthquake 
Refugees In Pakistan.  The Washington Post/AP (1/3, 
A14, Khan) reports Pakistani earthquake survivors “struggled 
Monday to keep their children warm as the bitter winter hit 
Kashmir, grounding helicopter aid flights and blocking roads 
for the second straight day. …  The Pakistan meteorological 
office forecast continued rain and snow for the next two days 
and low temperatures of 21 degrees Fahrenheit in the plains 
and 7 degrees Fahrenheit above 5,000 feet.  For the second 
straight day, helicopters from the United Nations, foreign 
militaries and Pakistan's army were not able to deliver 
winterized tents, clothes, food and other provisions in the 
quake zone because of poor visibility, said Maj. Farooq Nasir, 
an army spokesman.  They were trying to move supplies by 
truck, but mudslides and snow have also made some roads 
impassable, he said.” 

New Russian Law On NGOs Seen As Stifling 
Democracy.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 10, 2:20, 
Mendenall) reported, “This week, Russia passed a new law 
that tightens the Kremlin’s control over nearly a half million 
non-governmental organizations or NGOs, many of which 
have been critical of the president.  Like Human Rights 
Watch, which says the Kremlin, irked by reports of human 
rights abuses, could use the new law to close it down. …  
The law also makes it harder to operate for other prominent 
US organizations promoting democracy, which Putin has 
accused of spying and supporting political revolutions on 
Russia’s borders in Ukraine and Georgia, something the 
Kremlin doesn’t want to spread much to Russia’s borders.” 

Last Alternative Russian News Outlet Beset By 
Turmoil.  The New York Times (1/2, Kishkovsky) reports, 
“Recent turmoil in the news department of REN-TV, Russia’s 
last nationwide television network with independent news 
programming, has caused concern among media analysts 
and free-speech advocates in the country. …  REN-TV has 
been known for critical news reporting that offered an 
alternative to state channels’ uniformly positive coverage of 
President Vladimir V. Putin, media analysts said.  Its signal 
reaches more than 113 million people, although its audience 
share hovers around 5 percent.” 

Taiwan’s President Calls For Increased 
Defense Spending.  The New York Times (1/2, 
Bradsher) reports Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian 
“called Sunday for increased arms purchases and warned 
against greater economic ties to mainland China, in a 
televised speech that silenced months of speculation that he 
might soon seek to improve relations across the Taiwan 
Strait.”  The Times notes, “The speech was Mr. Chen’s first 
major policy address since his Democratic Progressive Party 
fared badly in islandwide municipal elections on Dec. 3. …  
The Nationalist Party, which favors closer relations with 
Beijing, did much better in those elections.” 

Pakistan Negotiating Purchase Of Chinese 
Nuclear Reactors.  The Financial Times (1/3, Bokhari) 
reports, “Pakistan is negotiating the purchase of between six 
and eight nuclear power reactors from China during the next 
decade in the most ambitious expansion yet of the country’s 
nuclear energy capability. …  The plants are expected to be 
completed by 2025, with construction starting by 2015, a 
senior Pakistani official told the Financial Times.” 

Sudanese Refugees In Egypt Vulnerable 
Following Deadly Riot.  The New York Times (1/3, 
Slackman, 1.19M) reports, “Hundreds of Sudanese have 
been released from police detention camps onto the streets 
of this city with no money, no place to live - and in many 
cases, no shoes - three days after the riot police attacked a 
squatter camp set up as a protest to press the United Nations 
to relocate the migrants to another country. …  The attack 
officially left 26 dead, including seven small children, and 
many others injured.”  The Times adds, “So many were left 
dead, and the international condemnation was so 
embarrassing, that President Hosni Mubarak has told the 
attorney general to investigate.  But the government's official 
position is that the Sudanese were to blame. Magdy Rady, 
the government's chief spokesman, said the Sudanese 
injured their own people by trampling those who collapsed, 
and he said they also attacked the police, injuring more than 
70 officers.”  The Times notes, “The Sudanese were unarmed 
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and many were barefoot.  The police were wearing riot gear, 
including helmets with face shields, and wielded truncheons.” 

Korean Retailers Exert Power In China.  The New 
York Times (1/2, Onishi) reports, “At Korea City, on the top 
floor of the Xidan Shopping Center, a warren of tiny shops 
sell hip-hop clothes, movies, music, cosmetics and other 
offerings in the South Korean style.  To young Chinese 
shoppers, it seemed not to matter that some of the products, 
like New York Yankees caps or Japan’s Astro Boy dolls, 
clearly have little to do with South Korea.  Or that most items 
originated, in fact, in Chinese factories. …  From clothes to 
hairstyle, music to television dramas, South Korea has been 
defining the tastes of many Chinese and other Asians for the 
past half decade.” 

Morales Election Seen As Evidence Of Castro’s 
Growing Influence.  The Washington Post’s Jackson 
Diehl (1/2) writes, “Here's a sad but safe new year's 
prediction: U.S. relations with Latin America, which plunged 
to their lowest point in decades in 2005, will get still worse in 
2006.”  Bolivia’s Evo Morales “will probably take instruction 
from Chavez, Kirchner and Fidel Castro -- who at age 79 
must believe he is finally seeing the emergence of the 
totalitarian bloc he and Che Guevara tried and failed to create 
in the 1960s.” 

Bolivia’s Morales Says He Will Be America’s “Worst 
Nightmare.”  Time (1/9, Padgett) reports that Bolivia’s 
President-elect Evo Morales “won a stunning landslide in last 
month’s election in no small part because he pledged to 
legalize far more cultivation of coca, which Aymara Indians 
like him have chewed for centuries for traditional medicinal 
purposes and which the U.S. has tried for decades to 
eradicate in Bolivia because drug traffickers use it to make 
cocaine. Morales impishly claims that coca-leaf extract is part 
of the formula of the classic American beverage Coca-Cola (a 
legend the company has consistently declined to comment 
on) and adds, ‘It’s not right that exporting coca is legal for 
Coca-Cola but not for the rest of us!’  The Yankee baiting is 
part of Morales’ stated intention to be the U.S.’s ‘worst 
nightmare.’”  The Bush Administration “has reason to be 
spooked. Morales’ win has helped build momentum for a 
resurgence of leftist and often anti-U.S. candidates around 
Latin America. At least nine presidential races are slated for 
the region this year, and leftists could win at least five -- 
including those in the two most populous countries, Brazil and 
Mexico, as well as in coca producers like Peru and Ecuador. 
Leftists have toppled conservative governments in Uruguay 
and Honduras, and socialist Michelle Bachelet is favored to 
win Chile’s presidential runoff on Jan. 15. To punctuate the 
situation, the radical left-wing President of oil-rich Venezuela, 
Hugo Chavez…is all but certain to be re-elected at year’s 
end.” 

Ivory Coast Military Installation Attacked.  The 
New York Times/AP (1/3) reports, “Gunmen attacked the 
main military barracks in Abidjan, Ivory Coast's largest city, 
on Monday, with gunfire and heavy explosions that shook the 
surrounding area, authorities said.  The armed forces chief, 
Gen. Phillipe Mangou, said that the attack occurred around 6 
a.m. at Camp Akuedo, and that military forces had repulsed 
it.  There was no word on who carried out the assault.” 

Subsistence Farming Said To Encourage Child 
Labor In Ethiopia.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Wax, 
744K) reports Ethiopia “has one of the highest rates of child 
labor in the world,” according to the UN.  Nine million children 
“are employed, 90 percent of them in the agricultural sector. 
…  Factors pushing children into the fields include ancient 
farming techniques, overworked land, the AIDS epidemic and 
a booming population of 74 million.”  The Post notes, “It is 
also an impoverished rural society where 85 percent of the 
population farms two-acre plots of land, too small to turn a 
profit, and nearly every plot is worked to exhaustion.  Studies 
have shown that cultures dependent on subsistence farming 
also have the highest rates of child labor.” 

Former Political Prisoners Detail Burmese 
Junta’s Abuses.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, 
Sipress, Nakashima, 744K) reports on Burmese political 
prisoners Min Ko Naing and Myo Myint both of whom “passed 
more than a third of his life in prison when both were released 
in 2004. Min Ko Naing, 44, remained in Burma, under scrutiny 
of the secret police.  Myo Myint, 43, fled to a small town just 
over the border in Thailand.  Their testimony, provided in 
separate interviews last month, highlights the psychological 
and physical abuse endured by political prisoners in Burma, 
which is ruled by a military junta.  More than 1,100 people 
remain in jail for seeking democratic reform, according to 
Amnesty International.  The two men's accounts reveal how 
determined they remain to press for social change despite 
torture inside prison walls and only the remote prospect for a 
shift in power outside them.  Myo Myint now works with a 
group advocating prisoner rights.  Min Ko Naing is urging the 
government and its opponents to set aside political 
differences to ease the country's deepening poverty and treat 
spreading disease.” 

Strike Follows Purge At Beijing Newspaper.  The 
Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Marquand, 61K) reports, “An 
emotional strike by 100 journalists at [Beijing’s] most popular 
and lively newspaper follows a 16-month campaign to quash 
a broad range of ‘unapproved’ public speech in areas verging 
on politics or society. …  In the case of Beijing News, whose 
progressive editor Yang Bin was replaced without warning 
last week, Chinese authorities dealt a seemingly fatal blow to 

DOJ_NMG_0141926



 

 43

a publishing project that two years ago gave the press some 
freedom to experiment.  Last June the paper reported on 
violent land disputes in Hebei province, and last month, in 
what may have precipitated the purge, it published tame, but 
independent, stories on the official coverup of a massive 
benzene chemical spill in the Songhua River.  Last Thursday, 
in a gritty south Beijing neighborhood, nearly 100 reporters 
left the news offices.  They began a short-lived strike - a rarity 
in China - and signed a petition asking for Mr. Yang's 
reinstatement.” 

Kirchner Seen As Moving Argentina To Left.  
The New York Times (1/3, Rohter, 1.19M) reports, “Just four 
years ago, Argentina's economy was prostrate and its politics 
in chaos, after a financial crisis resulted in bank deposits 
being frozen, the government defaulting on more than $100 
billion in debt and five presidents holding office in two weeks.  
But on Tuesday, the country is expected to pay off the last of 
its debt to the International Monetary Fund and simply walk 
away from further negotiations with the group. …  The $9.8 
billion payment is an important symbolic milestone and just 
one of several recent signs that President Néstor Kirchner 
appears to be concentrating more power in his own hands 
and steering his government to the left.  Since a midterm 
election victory in October, Mr. Kirchner has also moved to 
establish an alliance with Venezuela's populist leader, Hugo 
Chávez, and, as a traditional Peronist, to extend the hand of 
the state deeper into the economy, the judiciary and the news 
media.” 

LATimes Says North Korea Worsening Famine 
With Secrecy.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2) editorializes, 
“Many third world countries would have been driven to the 
wall by back-to-back years of floods and drought.  But North 
Korea, which suffered nature’s disasters a decade ago, 
makes its problems worse with its leader’s paranoid, Stalinist 
determination to isolate the nation from outsiders.  For 10 
years, the United Nations’ World Food Program has done 
what it could to limit the number of deaths by famine, 
providing millions of tons of food worth more than $1 billion.  
When Pyongyang sometimes refused to let U.N. officials visit 
a province, the organization cut off the food.  Its policy of ‘no 
access, no food aid’ is necessary to ensure that dictators 
such as North Korea’s Kim Jong Il don’t take the milk and 
grain and give it to their soldiers and trusted civil servants, 
rather than those who need it most.  But now North Korea 
has forbidden private charities and the U.N. agency to deliver 
food.  Pyongyang claims an improved harvest last year, and 
help from China and South Korea, will provide enough to feed 
its 23 million people. But outside experts are doubtful.  A 
more likely reason for stopping food aid is to keep foreigners 
away and increase the already tight control by Kim’s regime.” 

NYTimes Says Administration “Name-Calling” 
Against Korea Is Counter Productive.  The New York 
Times (1/3, 1.19M) editorializes, “Calling North Korea nasty 
names is easy and satisfying.  Negotiating is hard and 
frustrating. So for four years, the Bush administration put 
more creative energy into name-calling than into serious 
talks.  The main result was that the North moved four years 
further along toward being able to threaten its neighbors with 
nuclear weapons. …  The North can afford to take its time 
over resolving the nuclear issue, wasting diplomatic energy 
on disruptive and bullying tactics.  The United States cannot 
afford that luxury. It makes little sense for the Bush 
administration to return to name-calling or to rule out high-
level talks on the Patriot Act sanctions.”  According to the 
Post, “The window that briefly opened for diplomacy after 
John Bolton moved from nonproliferation issues to the United 
Nations is once again in danger of being slammed shut, 
reportedly at the urging of Vice President Dick Cheney and 
Mr. Bolton's successor in the nonproliferation job, Robert 
Joseph.” 

 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 
Los Angeles Times: 
“Cantonese Is Losing Its Voice.” 
“Voting System Results Still Out.” 
“New Beginning In U.S. Comes At Agonizing Cost.” 
“W. Virginia Blast Leaves 13 Coal Miners Trapped.” 
“Storm Stoked By Fierce Winds.” 
“Rain Dampens Everything But Spirit.” 
USA Today: 
“Hospital Building Booms In 'Burbs.” 
“Dangerous Gas Hinders Effort; Mine Had Safety Citations.” 
“Bush Entering A Tough Time For Two-Termers.” 
New York Times: 
“New Rules Set Fr Giving Out Antiterror Aid.” 
“Russia Restores Most Of Gas Cut To Ukraine Line.” 
“Blast Traps 13 In A Coal Mine In West Virginia.” 
“As Argentina's Debt Dwindles, President's Power Steadily 
Grows.” 
“Owners' Web Gives Realtors Run For Money.” 
Washington Post: 
“Independence To End Flights On Thursday.” 
“Pr. George's Community A Sanctuary No More.” 
“U.S. Cedes Duties In Rebuilding Afghanistan.” 
“As Rural Ethiopians Struggle, Child Labor Can Mean 
Survival.” 
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“Obese Patients Increase Need For Specialized Medical 
Care.” 
“West Virginia Mine Explosion Traps 13.” 
Washington Times: 
"Redskins Celebrate Long Awaited Playoff Return." 
"Discount Carrier To Stop Flying." 
"Europe Spurs Russia To Turn On Gas." 
"Iraq, Economy Return To Top Of Bush Agenda." 
"Saddam Prefers Death By Shooting." 
"13 W. Va Miners Trapped By Blast; Resuce Team Sent." 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 
"Bulldogs Lose Nail Biter At Dome." 
"Crews Dig For Miners." 
"Storms Rake Metro Area." 
"A Tiny Town That's Fit To Be Tied - Twice." 
Dallas Morning News: 
“Town Destroyed By Fire.” 
Houston Chronicle: 
“Abramoff Plea Bargain Announcement Expected.” 
“Strayhorn Declares She'll Run As Independent.” 
“Fed Up With Gunshots, One Man Calls On The Angels.”  
“Absentee Ballots Show Turn In Mexico's Politics.” 
“4 KBR Contractors Killed In Collision At Iraq Base.”  
“Texans Let Capers, Two Top Assistants Go.” 
Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC:  Preempted by College Football. 
CBS:  WV Mine Accident; TX-OK Brushfires; CA Flooding; 
Abramoff Plea Bargain; Food Labels; American Heroes; Iraqi 
Burials; Japan Birthrate. 
NBC:  WV Mine Accident; Mine Accident Analysis; Mine 
Accident Witness; CA Flooding; TX-OK Brushfires; NY Plane 
Accident; Credit Card Payments; Iraq-Oil Prices; Indonesia 
Flooding; Germany-Ice Rink Collapse; Iraq-US Teen. 
Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News 
Broadcasts: 
ABC:  WV-mine explosion; CA-levee repairs; CA-heavy rains; 
OK, TX-wildfires. 
CBS:  WV-mine explosion; CA-heavy rains; OK, TX-wildfires. 
NPR:  WV-mine explosion; Independence Air shut down; 
Haiti-presidential candidate arrested; Germany-ice rink 
collapse; CA-heavy rains; Midwest, South-tornadoes; Israel-
Gaza car bombing. 

WASHINGTON’S SCHEDULE: 
Today's Events In Washington. 
White House: 

PRESIDENT BUSH – Participates in a meeting on the 
Patriot Act, Roosevelt Room, White House.  Pool at bottom. 

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY – No public schedule. 

US Senate:  FLOOR SCHEDULE _ 12 p.m.  The Senate 
will convene for a pro forma session.  Notes: Once today's 
session adjourns, the Senate is not expected to meet until 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2006.  
US House:  No Scheduled Events. 
Other.  ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LAW SCHOOLS _ 
The Association of American Law Schools holds their five day 
annual meeting. Workshops and plenary sessions for law 
professors, researchers and professionals. Topics will include 
the Iraqi Constitution, educational diversity, balancing life in 
law school, religious law, contracts, economics and 
international law.  Location: Most events at Washington 
Marriott Wardman Park, 2660 Woodley Road NW. 

URBAN SECURITY-CHERTOFF _ 10:30 a.m. 
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff participates in 
a news conference on 2006 Urban Area Security Initiative 
Grants.  Location: Building 21, Nebraska Avenue Complex, 
3801 Nebraska Ave, NW. 
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TERRORISM NEWS: 
Specter To Question Gonzales On NSA 
Surveillance.  The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (1/26, 
McGough) reports, “If Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales 
thought he might be spared tough questioning from 
Republican senators when he testifies about the warrantless 
wiretapping of Americans thought to be in contact with foreign 
terrorists, Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., yesterday disabused 
him of that notion.” The Post-Gazette continues, “In a letter 
sent to the attorney general and shared with the press, the 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee propounded a 
series of questions that in a courtroom setting might be called 
‘leading’ and requested that Mr. Gonzales answer them in his 
opening statement before the committee on Feb. 6. …  The 
combative nature of the letter wasn't altered by the fact that 
the printed salutation to ‘Attorney General Gonzales’ was 
replaced by a hand-written ‘Al.’” The Post-Gazette adds, “The 
letter honed in on the Bush administration's assertion-
ridiculed by critics -- that Congress empowered the president 
to engage in electronic surveillance of Americans without a 
court order when it passed a resolution after the Sept. 11 
2001, attacks authorizing him to ‘use all necessary and 
appropriate force’ against terrorists. …  Mr. Specter asked: ‘In 
interpreting whether Congress intended to amend the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act by the Sept. 14, 2001, 
resolution, would it be relevant on the issue of congressional 
intent that the administration did not specifically ask for an 
expansion for executive powers under FISA?’ …  Mr. Specter 
further asked: ‘If Congress had intended to amend FISA by 
the resolution, wouldn't Congress have specifically acted to 
[do so] as Congress did in passing the Patriot Act giving the 
executive expanded powers and greater flexibility in using 

“roving” wiretaps?’ … Mr. Specter also made it clear he would 
press Mr. Gonzales about the administration's other legal 
rationale for the surveillance -- that it flowed from Mr. Bush's 
constitutional authority as commander-in-chief.” 

The National Journal's Technology Daily (1/25, Stirland) 
reports, “Pressure mounted on the Bush administration 
Wednesday to provide lawmakers with answers on domestic 
spying activities. …  Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Arlen Specter, R-Pa., released a three-page letter with 
detailed questions to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales on 
the president's decision in 2002 to secretly authorize 
domestic wiretaps without warrants. …  The letter includes 
many of the questions that constitutional scholars have been 
posing about the president's order, and several questions 
could put Gonzales in an awkward position.” Technology 
Daily adds, “At the same time, Democrats on the Senate 
Intelligence Committee demanded that Chairman Pat 
Roberts, R-Kan., hold a business meeting so the committee 
can vote to investigate several aspects of the administration's 
domestic spying. …  Under committee rules, Roberts is 
obligated to hold a meeting if at least five members formally 
ask for one. All seven Democrats on the panel signed the 
request to Roberts.” Technology Daily notes, “A majority vote 
is needed to move ahead with the investigation. Two 
Republicans on the committee, Sens. Chuck Hagel of 
Nebraska and Olympia Snowe of Maine, have asked Roberts 
for a hearing on the matter. Roberts has said nothing publicly 
about holding a hearing. …  Also on Wednesday, a group of 
Democrats, including Sens. Richard Durbin of Illinois and 
Charles Schumer of New York, sent a letter to President 
Bush asking him for specific changes in the law that he 
believes are necessary to permit effective surveillance of 
suspected terrorists.” 

Gonzales Warned To Expect Tough Questions From 
Senate Committee.  The CBS Evening News (1/25, lead 
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story, 4:00, Roberts) noted, “NSA officials aren’t likely to be 
called in the first round of hearings, but in a letter, the 
Attorney General was warned by the Judiciary Committee 
chair, he’s in for a full day of grilling on February 6.  Among 
the questions:  Why did the President bypass the Federal 
court that covers wire taps, and how does he justify not more 
fully informing Congress?  The President insists he has 
informed Congress but complains existing laws aren’t nimble 
enough to cover the explosion of technology through which 
terrorists communicate.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/25, lead story, 3:00, Mitchell) also 
noted, “The White House says when Congress authorized the 
war on terror after 9/11, it gave the President the power to 
spy without court orders. But even some powerful 
Republicans are challenging the program’s legality. Today, 
Judiciary Committee chairman Arlen Specter sent this ‘dear 
Al’ letter to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, listing 15 
tough questions he will be asked at a hearing two weeks from 
now, including whether the spying was an illegal expansion of 
presidential power.”  Sen. Specter: “There was no thought 
when we passed the authorization for the use of force that it 
had implications for electronic surveillance.”   

The Baltimore Sun (1/26, Davis, 296K) focuses on 
Specter’s letter, reporting that even as Bush spoke, 
“questions mounted about the administration’s legal 
justifications for the program.  A key Republican senator took 
issue with Bush’s defense of the operation, which was 
secretly authorized by the president after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks and targets some communications inside the 
United States. Also, new reports surfaced suggesting that the 
administration had rejected an earlier proposal in Congress 
that would have made it easier to obtain court approval for 
domestic wiretapping.”   

Administration Dismissed 2002 Proposal To 
Change Surveillance Warrant Standard.  The Washington 
Post (1/26, A4, Eggen) reports, “The Bush administration 
rejected a 2002 Senate proposal that would have made it 
easier for FBI agents to obtain surveillance warrants in 
terrorism cases, concluding that the system was working well 
and that it would likely be unconstitutional to lower the legal 
standard.” The Post continues, “The proposed legislation by 
Sen. Mike DeWine (R-Ohio) would have allowed the FBI to 
obtain surveillance warrants for non-U.S. citizens if they had a 
‘reasonable suspicion’ they were connected to terrorism -- a 
lower standard than the ‘probable cause’ requirement in the 
statute that governs the warrants. …  The administration has 
contended that it launched a secret program of warrantless 
domestic eavesdropping by the National Security Agency in 
part because of the time it takes to obtain such secret 
warrants from federal judges under the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA).” The Post adds, “The wiretapping 
program, ordered by President Bush in 2001, is used when 

intelligence agents have a ‘reasonable basis to believe’ that a 
target is tied to al Qaeda or related groups, according to 
recent statements by administration officials. It can be used 
on U.S. citizens as well as foreign nationals, without court 
oversight. …  Democrats and national security law experts 
who oppose the NSA program say the Justice Department's 
opposition to the DeWine legislation seriously undermines 
arguments by Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales and 
others, who have said the NSA spying is constitutional and 
that surveillance warrants are often too cumbersome to 
obtain. …  ‘It's entirely inconsistent with their current position,’ 
said Philip B. Heymann, a deputy attorney general in the 
Clinton administration who teaches law at Harvard University. 
‘The only reason to do what they've been doing is because 
they wanted a lower standard than 'probable cause.' A 
member of Congress offered that to them, but they turned it 
down.’” The Post notes, “But Justice Department officials 
disagreed, saying the standard the department opposed in 
2002 is legally different from the one used by the NSA. …  
‘The FISA “probable cause” standard is essentially the same 
as the “reasonable basis” standard used in the terrorist 
surveillance program,’ said spokeswoman Tasia Scolinos, 
using the term for the NSA program the White House has 
adopted. ‘The “reasonable suspicion” standard, which is lower 
than both of these, is not used in either program.’ …  Justice 
officials also said that even under a different standard, the 
process of obtaining a surveillance warrant would take longer 
than is necessary for the NSA to efficiently track suspected 
terrorists.” 

Under the headline “Words, Deeds On Spying Differed,” 
The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Savage, 958K) also reports on 
the 2002 bill, noting that the administration’s “public position 
then was the mirror opposite of its rationale today in 
defending its warrantless domestic spying program, which 
has come under attack as a violation of civil liberties. …  A 
Justice Department spokesman confirmed Wednesday the 
administration had opposed changing the law in 2002 in part 
because it did not want to publicly debate the issue.  ‘There 
was a conscious choice not to have a public discussion about 
it.  It could have exposed the program.  This was a military 
defense intelligence program,’ said the spokesman.”  The 
Times notes Sen. Patrick Leahy “accused the administration 
of having tried ‘to paper over the legality of a secret spying 
program.  If they really believed the current law is too 
burdensome, the Bush administration should have asked 
Congress to change it, but they did not.  Instead a top lawyer 
in the Bush administration did just the opposite.’” 

Knight Ridder (1/26, Landay) reports, “James A. Baker, 
the Justice Department's top lawyer on intelligence policy, 
made the statement before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee on July 31, 2002. He was laying out the 
department's position on an amendment to FISA proposed by 
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Sen. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio. The committee rejected 
DeWine's proposal, leaving FISA intact. …  So while 
Congress chose not to weaken FISA in 2002, today Bush and 
his allies contend that Congress implicitly gave Bush the 
authority to evade FISA's requirements when it authorized 
him to use force in response to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks 
three days after they occurred - a contention that many 
lawmakers reject.” Knight Ridder adds, “Glenn Greenwald, an 
Internet blogger, first connected the earlier Justice 
Department statement to the Bush administration's current 
arguments on his Web log, called Unclaimed Territory. …  
Baker's 2002 statement drew new attention Wednesday as 
the White House continued its campaign to justify 
eavesdropping on Americans who are suspected of being in 
contact with al-Qaida or other terrorist groups, despite 
possible violation of FISA.” Knight Ridder notes, “Brian 
Roehrkasse, a Justice Department spokesman, said 
Wednesday that Gonzales stands by the administration's 
current view that FISA warrant requirements impose 
‘additional layers of review’ that sacrifice ‘critical speed and 
agility.’” 

Administration Launches Campaign To Frame 
Surveillance Debate.  The Dallas Morning News (1/26, 
Mittelstadt) reports, “The Bush administration raced this week 
to defend its warrantless domestic spying program, with 
several aims in mind, experts say: Win over a conflicted 
public; force Democrats into an arena that plays to GOP 
strength; and head off talk of impeachment and special 
prosecutors.” The News continues, “With polls showing the 
public sharply divided over the controversial surveillance 
program, the White House and its critics – Democrats, small-
government conservatives and civil libertarians – are 
engaged in a high-stakes contest to frame the debate. …  ‘If 
it's defined primarily as “government abuse, the president out 
of control, the White House running roughshod over basic 
constitutional rights,” it would be a major problem for an 
extended period of time for the president – both on Capitol 
Hill but also with the voters,’ said political analyst Stuart 
Rothenberg. …  ‘If the issue is defined more as “protecting 
national security, keeping people safe, stopping terrorism,” 
then what the Democrats immediately saw might be a good 
issue for them could actually be turned around for the 
president and the Republican Party.’ …  Though the court of 
public opinion is key, some suggest that the political system 
or the courts will be the ultimate arbiter of the program's 
legality – and the far weightier question of whether Mr. Bush 
is claiming executive powers outside the bounds of the 
Constitution or the law.” The News notes, “Mr. Specter has 
summoned Attorney General Al Gonzales for a Feb. 6 
hearing and is under pressure from Democrats to invite 
former Deputy Attorney General James Comey and other 

administration officials who reportedly raised concerns about 
the legality of the domestic surveillance.” 

Debate Over Legality Of NSA Surveillance Narrows.  
Fox News (1/26) reports, “After three days of a Bush 
administration offensive and weeks of debate and 
accusations, some legal experts are coming to terms on what 
is illegal and what is not in the National Security Agency 
electronic surveillance program. …  ‘When the president goes 
around and speaks ... and says we're monitoring calls from 
overseas from Al Qaeda to the United States, the NSA can 
go ahead and do that now under the law,’ Sen. Edward 
Kennedy, D-Mass., said after the Senate Judiciary 
confirmation hearing of Supreme Court nominee Samuel 
Alito.” Fox News continues, “But Kennedy said independent 
organizations, like the Congressional Research Service, have 
studied the legality of the NSA program and say the president 
has gone beyond what the rules allow. Bush, however, says 
the eavesdropping program is legal and doesn't overstep the 
boundaries allowed to him by the Constitution and 
congressional resolution. …  According to legal experts, 
hypothetically, if the NSA had intercepted calls from alleged 
terrorists such as Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or Ramzi 
Binalshibb, both now in custody, while they were abroad, then 
U.S. intelligence agents could listen to the calls without a 
warrant. That goes for phone calls with people on the other 
end of the line who happen to be in United States. … Only 
when the person inside the United States becomes the target 
of surveillance is a warrant from the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance court required. …  Other experts agree that a 
warrant is not needed until the U.S.-based individual 
becomes a suspect. …  But others argue that the law says 
domestic communications monitoring rules apply even when 
only one end of the call is on U.S. soil. They say that's why 
Bush signed a highly classified directive approving the 
program and has to re-approve it every 45 days.” 

Bush Continues Defense Of NSA Domestic 
Surveillance Program.  President Bush defended the NSA 
domestic surveillance program yesterday.  Media reports 
describe the President continuing to wage a “campaign” style 
offensive against its critics, with CBS saying Bush used “his 
strongest words yet to defend the program” and ABC saying 
he “made the most dramatic link yet between the September 
11th attacks and his controversial domestic spying program.”  
ABC, like most print sources this morning, was referring to the 
President’s reference to the latest Osama Bin Laden tape.   

Bush said the tape was a reminder of how serious the 
terror threat is.  Reuters (1/26) reports Bush said “he 
took…bin Laden’s threats of another attack seriously and 
invoked the al Qaeda leader’s recent audiotape to defend a 
domestic eavesdropping program.”  The AP (1/26, Pickler) 
also focuses on Bush’s Bin Laden argument, as does the 
Washington Times (1/26, Sammon, 90K), which notes the 
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President “the unusual step of imploring Americans to heed 
the warnings of…bin Laden.”  Likewise, USA Today (1/26, 
2.31M) headlines its brief report “Take Bin Laden Threat 
Seriously, Bush Warns.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/25, lead story, 4:00, 
Schieffer) reported, “The President has clearly decided the 
best defense is a good offense.  Democrats and even some 
within his own party have raised strong criticism of his 
decision to eavesdrop without warrants on some Americans, 
but today the President used his strongest words yet to 
defend the program.”  CBS (Roberts) added, “Bush privately 
told NSA staff today they have his 100% support in the 
eavesdropping program.”  His “visit was accompanied by a 
new White House PR line, casting the program as a vital 
military operation, one that can’t wait for courts to consider 
warrants.”  Scott McClellan:  “Do you expect our commanders 
in a time of war to go to a court while they’re trying to survey 
the enemy?  I don’t think so.”   

ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 5, 0:42, Vargas) 
reported, “Bush made the most dramatic link yet between the 
September 11th attacks and his controversial domestic 
spying program.”  At the NSA he “said had the eavesdropping 
program been in effect prior to 9/11, the hijackers might have 
been stopped.”  Bush:  “We know that two of the hijackers 
who struck the Pentagon were inside the United States, 
communicating with al Qaeda operatives overseas.  But we 
didn’t realize they were here plotting the attack until it was too 
late.  We must be able to connect the dots, before the 
terrorists strike, so we can stop new attacks.”   

NBC Nightly News (1/25, lead story, 3:00, Williams) 
reported, “When it was first disclosed, the critics pounced 
upon learning that American intelligence personnel were 
eavesdropping on Americans who were placing suspect 
phone calls outside of the country.  And while many 
Americans still say it’s illegal domestic spying, the president 
insists on calling it a terrorist surveillance program and insists 
it’s necessary and within his legal powers.  And today, he took 
his argument right to the source.”  NBC (Mitchell) added, 
“Inside the NSA, he brushed off critics who say it is illegal.”  
President Bush: “All I would ask them to do is listen to the 
words of Osama bin Laden and take him seriously.  When he 
says he’s going to hurt the American people again, or try to, 
he means it.”   

Fox News’ Special Report (1/25, Cameron) said Bush 
“reiterated that the program has helped prevent attacks and 
saved lives and that the US must detect and track all al 
Qaeda communications to secure the homeland.” 

CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Bash) added, “One of 
the things that even the President’s opponents say that they 
give him credit for is knowing how to run a campaign, and 
that’s exactly what the White House has been doing in trying 
to defend the controversial spying program this whole week.  

They are also really pulling out all the stops. One of the things 
that they did…was have the President himself” go to the NSA 
“to not only thank the people who are conducting his program, 
but also to, of course, make the arguments that we’ve heard 
time and time again about why it is legal and necessary.  But 
another thing that sort of fell into the President’s lap, if you 
will, was, of course, the tape from Osama bin Laden. And so 
the White House, for the first time today, had the President 
use that in making the argument for this program.”  CNN 
added that Bush “spent a lot of time on making the argument 
at the NSA today that it is just perhaps people who are talking 
to members of al Qaeda who could be listened in on, that it is 
not just people in the United States who are being surveilled, 
if you will. That is an argument that we’ve heard many times 
but certainly more so today.” 

The Washington Post (1/26, A4, VandeHei, 744K) 
reports, “Bush, whose aides said they consider the issue a 
clear political winner, is resurrecting tactics from the last 
campaign to make the NSA spying program a referendum on 
which party will keep the United States safe from terrorists.”  
He “has dispatched top White House officials almost daily to 
defend the program and has sent a message to party activists 
that he considers fighting terrorism with tools such as NSA 
eavesdropping the defining issue of the November elections.”  
The Post adds, “Exhibiting an obsession to detail not seen in 
the Social Security rollout a year ago, the White House is 
even waging a war on the semantics being used in the 
debate, lashing out at reporters who call the program 
‘domestic’ spying, because the monitored calls involve a 
person overseas.”  It is also “putting out pages of highly 
detailed -- and often hotly disputed -- legal analyses of the 
program and drawing what Democratic critics and many 
independent analysts regard as questionable historical 
parallels to show Bush is following a long wartime tradition.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Gerstenzang, 958K) 
says Bush’s visit to NSA headquarters at Ft. Meade, MD, 
“was part of a stepped-up campaign in recent days to gain 
public support for the spying program.”  Earlier, White House 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan “defended Bush’s decision 
not to ask a special court for warrants to monitor people in the 
United States.   ‘This is a time of war. This is about wartime 
surveillance of the enemy,’ McClellan said, adding a 
refinement of his earlier arguments:  ‘We don’t ask our 
commanders to go to the court and ask for approval while 
they’re trying to gain intelligence on the enemy.’” 

The New York Times (1/26, Bumiller, Lichtblau, 1.19M) 
reports Bush “first met privately with employees at the 
agency, then told a small group of reporters who 
accompanied him that the program, which intercepts 
international phone calls and e-mail messages of people in 
the United States suspected of links to Al Qaeda, had been a 
crucial tool in fighting terrorism.” 
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The President’s speech was widely noted by local 
television news.  Local coverage largely mirrored the national 
newscasts.  For example, WGCL-TV Atlanta (1/25, 11:00 
p.m.) reported, “Bush continued his aggressive defense of his 
domestic spying program today.”  KPRC-TV Houston (1/25, 
4:16 p.m.) reported, “The President’ s strong defense of a 
surveillance program is forcing some Democrats to mute 
criticism.”  KPNX-TV Phoenix (1/25, 10:12 p.m.) said 
Democrats ‘“disagree [with the President] and the Senate will 
hold hearings,” but as KWGN-TV Denver (1/25, 9:24 p.m.) 
reported, this is a “controversy…the President himself seems 
almost anxious to keep alive.” 

White House Confident Public Supports Monitoring 
Efforts.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, lead story, 3:00, Mitchell) 
reported, “Democrats think their best argument is the move 
was the power grab the President and will ultimately prove to 
be unpopular.  Despite the furor, the White House is 
encouraged by recent polls, showing more Americans care 
about fighting terror than preserving their privacy.”  Andrew 
Kohut, independent pollster:  “The public is concerned about 
civil liberties but what they tell us in the polls is they’re more 
concerned about whether the government is doing enough to 
protect it from another terrorist attack.”  Mitchell: “Tonight the 
President plans to reauthorize the spying for as long as 
terrorists remain a threat.” 

Claims NSA Program Could Have Prevented 9/11 
Attacks Challenged.  The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 2, 
2:00, Martin) reported, “The man who ran the NSA on 9/11 
has made the most powerful argument in favor of the 
controversial eavesdropping program.”  Gen.  Michael 
Hayden:  “Had this program been in effect prior to 9/11, it is 
my professional judgment that we would have detected some 
of the 9/11 al Qaeda operatives in the United States.”  He 
“offered no specifics, and Democratic members of the 9/11 
commission dispute it.”  Former 9/11 commissioner Tim 
Roemer:  “Indicating that an intercepted communication 
would somehow identify and then stop or block parts of 9/11, I 
think is stretching this argument entirely too far.”  Former 9/11 
commissioner Bob Kerrey:  “We lost them.  There was a 
breakdown in communication that many has nothing to do 
with the inability of getting an intercept permission to listen to 
people’s communication.”  Martin:  “Hayden stopped just 
short of saying warrantless eavesdropping could have broken 
up the 9/11 plot, but today, the White House claimed it might 
have.  You can’t prove any of that with what the 9/11 
commission found.”   

Republicans May Propose Expanding 
Administration Wiretapping Authority.  As a sign of 
growing Republican confidence in supporting Bush’s terrorist 
monitoring policy one unidentified GOP Senator may propose 
expanding the Administration’s wiretapping authority.  The 
CBS Evening News (1/25, lead story, 4:00, Roberts) reported, 

“The growing response from Republicans in Congress:  Tell 
us what you need.  We’ll write new laws.  In fact, one 
Republican Senator told CBS News tonight, she might 
consider loosening the standards for approving the wiretap 
and allowing more officials at the Justice Department, not just 
the Attorney General, to authorize eavesdropping, so that it 
could begin just as soon as the NSA needed it.”  Schieffer:  
“Now, just a second, John.  Are you telling me, there’s a 
feeling amongst Republicans up in the Congress that they’re 
going to give more people in the government the authority to 
eavesdrop without warrants?  Is that what you’re saying 
here?”  Roberts:  “That’s what one Republican Senator is 
suggesting, that instead of making all eavesdropping or 
wiretapping requests go through the Attorney General, that 
some upper-level officials might be available and able to be 
able to authorize those wiretaps.  It would spread it out 
among dozens of people as opposed to a single one at the 
top.”  Schieffer:  “What do you think the mood is up there?  
Do you think anything like that could pass?”  Roberts:  “It’s 
certainty being considered by the Republicans.  They have 
the majority in the Senate and in the House, and if they want 
it, they’ll probably get it.” 

Democrats On House Intel Panel Demand Open 
And Closed Hearings On NSA Spying.  CNN’s The 
Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported, “Democrats on the 
House Intelligence Committee are demanding that the panel 
hold both open and closed hearings on the NSA surveillance 
program. In a letter to the Republican chairman, they say they 
want to know the purpose of the spying, when it began and 
when it was first authorized. They want to know the targets of 
the eavesdropping, who decides what information to collect.” 

Hillary Clinton Calls Bush’s Explanations Of 
Domestic Spying Program “Strange And Farfetched.”  
CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported, “Senator 
Hillary Clinton says she doesn’t know if Mr. Bush broke the 
law by authorizing these wiretaps without warrants, but today 
the New York Democrat called the President’s explanations 
about domestic spying -- and I’m quoting now – ‘strange and 
farfetched.’” 

Under the headline “Rift Between Parties Over NSA 
Wiretapping Grows,” the Washington Post (1/26, A4, 
VandeHei, 744K) reports, “In the latest sign of the escalating 
debate on the issue, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) 
called Bush’s rationale a ‘strange’ and dangerous legal 
stretch.”  The “conflicting views of the NSA spying program 
highlighted by the Bush-Clinton exchange reflect a widening 
divide over warrantless eavesdropping,” and “how leaders in 
both major parties are trying to shape the debate in 
preparation for upcoming congressional hearings and this 
year’s elections.” 

LATimes Says Bush Equating Appeasement With 
Standing Up For Rule Of Law.  In an editorial titled “Spying 
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By Another Name,” the Los Angeles Times (1/26, 958K) says, 
“With polls showing the American public increasingly skeptical 
about the need to abridge core constitutional freedoms to 
wage the war on terrorism, the Bush administration launched 
a major PR offensive this week to justify its decision to 
conduct warrantless wiretapping within the United States.”  
The White House “deserves credit for at least making its 
case. Unfortunately for the president, it’s a weak case, and 
repetition doesn’t make it any better.”  The Administration’s 
“legal case remains wobbly, which may explain…Bush’s 
churlish attitude toward his critics.”  The President “is equating 
concerns about the legality of bypassing the courts to obtain a 
warrant to eavesdrop on Americans with a lack of 
appreciation for the threats posed by Al Qaeda. In Bush’s 
world, only appeasers stand up for the Constitution.” 

Judge Orders US To Give Moussaoui Defense 
Documents About Pre-9/11 Intelligence.  The AP 
(1/26) reports US District Judge Leonie Brinkema “has 
ordered the government to give admitted terrorist conspirator 
Zacarias Moussaoui's defense team documents describing 
what officials knew before Sept. 11, 2001, about al-Qaeda 
threats and some of its hijackers. …  ‘Several of the 
categories of information are so critical to the issues in this 
case that the court can address some of the requests without 
a response,’ Brinkema wrote.  ‘Moreover, given the 
increasingly shortening time before the start of the trial, 
discovery issues must be resolved quickly.’  Granted Tuesday 
under seal, her order was released Wednesday after 
government censors blacked out about five lines of it.”  The 
AP notes that the “data clearly was sought by the defense for 
use in the first part of the upcoming court proceeding, in 
which prosecutors will try to convince jurors that the FBI 
would have prevented the Sept. 11 attacks if Moussaoui had 
told federal agents what he knew about al-Qaeda's desire to 
fly planes into U.S. buildings.  The defense will argue that 
agents had more information about the plot than Moussaoui 
could provide but still could not prevent the attacks.” 

Scripps Howard (1/25, Gordon) reports, “The ruling 
could create a legal showdown, for example, if it requires 
intelligence agencies to produce classified information that 
they consider too sensitive to release, even to defense 
lawyers with government security clearances. …  Jury 
selection is set to begin on Feb. 6, with opening arguments 
slated for March 6 in a sentencing trial to determine whether 
Moussaoui, who pleaded guilty to six conspiracy counts last 
April, should live or die.” 

Al Arian Lawyers Seek To Withdraw From 
Case If Retried.  The AP (1/26) reports Sami al Arian’s 
defense attorneys, Linda Moreno and Bill Moffitt, “asked a 
federal judge to let them off the case if prosecutors retry the 

former college professor on charges of aiding terrorists. …  A 
hearing is scheduled for Friday.  ‘We gave everything we had, 
and I'm too exhausted to give anymore,’ Moffitt…said 
Tuesday.”  The AP notes, “Federal prosecutor Terry Zitek told 
the court that if the case is retried, his team will need until 
June to present ‘a streamlined case,’ which should take about 
two months to present to a jury.” 

Texas Men Sentenced For Illegal Exports To 
Libya, Syria.  In a widely-distributed story, the AP (1/26) 
reports Texas “brothers convicted of sending exports from 
their U.S. company to countries considered sponsors of 
terrorism were sentenced Wednesday to federal prison, the 
U.S. Attorney's Office said.  Hazim Elashi was sentenced to 5 
1/2 years in prison and will be deported after serving his 
sentence.  His brother Ihsan ‘Sammy’ Elashi was given a six-
year term, which will run consecutively to the four-year 
sentence he is currently serving.  Hazim and Ihsan Elashi, 
their three brothers and their company,” InforCom, “were 
convicted in 2004 on charges of making illegal technology 
shipments to Libya and Syria.”  The AP notes, “Agents from 
the FBI investigated InfoCom for years and raided the 
business the week before the Sept. 11 terror attacks.  
Attorney General John Ashcroft announced the original 
indictments against the brothers, calling it part of a campaign 
against ‘the financiers of terror.’” 

ACLU Files Lawsuit In Support Of Tariq 
Ramadan.  The New York Times (1/26, Preston, 1.19M) 
reports that the ACLU filed a lawsuit in Federal District Court 
in Manhattan on behalf of scholar Tariq Ramadan, and three 
national organizations of academics or writers who have 
invited him to speak to their members yesterday, “seeking to 
strike down a clause of the USA Patriot Act that bars 
foreigners who endorse terrorism from entering to this 
country.”  Ramadan “has been denied a United States visa 
since July 2004, when he was on the verge of moving with his 
family to Indiana to take up a tenured professor’s position at 
the Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at 
the University of Notre Dame. …  The ACLU, joined by the 
New York Civil Liberties Union, brought the suit against 
Michael Chertoff, the homeland security secretary, and 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, asserting that the 
Patriot Act clause is unconstitutional and that the ban on Mr. 
Ramadan violates the First Amendment rights of American 
thinkers who want to meet with him.”  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/26, A4, 2.11M) reports, “The lawsuit…intensifies the 
debate over the Patriot Act and reflects concerns in academia 
that the US’s security precautions are hampering the flow of 
ideas between foreign and US scholars.” 
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PATRIOT ACT: 
US Scholarly Organizations File Lawsuit Over 
Patriot Act Visa Provision.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/26, A4, 2.11M) reports, “Three scholarly organizations 
sued the federal government over its 2004 decision to revoke 
a visa granted to a European expert on Islam,” Tariq 
Ramadan, “preventing him from taking a faculty position at 
the University of Notre Dame.  The lawsuit…intensifies the 
debate over the Patriot Act and reflects concerns in academia 
that the U.S.'s security precautions are hampering the flow of 
ideas between foreign and U.S. scholars.”  The Journal adds, 
“The lawsuit asks the U.S. District Court in New York City to 
declare unconstitutional a portion of the Patriot Act that 
denies entry on the grounds of ‘ideological exclusion’ to those 
who have endorsed or espoused terrorist activity or who have 
persuaded others to do so.  ‘There is simply no evidence’ of 
Mr. Ramadan supporting terrorism, said Barbara DeConcini, 
executive director of the American Academy of Religion, one 
of the plaintiff groups.”  The New York Times (1/26, Preston, 
1.19M) notes, “The ACLU, joined by the New York Civil 
Liberties Union, brought the suit against” DHS Secretary 
Michael Chertoff “and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
asserting that the Patriot Act clause is unconstitutional and 
that the ban on Mr. Ramadan violates the First Amendment 
rights of American thinkers who want to meet with him.”  The 
AP (1/25, Neumeister) and Knight Ridder (1/26, Strobel) also 
report on the lawsuit. 

HOMELAND RESPONSE: 
Georgia ACLU Releases Documents Allegedly 
Showing Spying On Activist Groups.  The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution (1/26, Montgomery, 430K) reports, “In 
the name of fighting terrorism, the U.S. government and 
police agencies from the federal to the local level have been 
spying on Georgia anti-war rallies, peace and social action 
groups, and even a vegan protest, the state legal director of 
the American Civil Liberties Union charged Wednesday.  
Documents and surveillance photos obtained by the ACLU 
through a Freedom of Information Act request reveal a 
pattern of ‘spying on Georgians who are our friends and 
neighbors, and are leading lawful lives,’ attorney Gerald 
Weber said…outside the Georgia Homeland Security offices 
in downtown Atlanta. …  ‘Many of us remember the days of 
J.Edgar Hoover, and this is another reminder,’ said state Rep. 
Nan Grogan Orrock.”  The Journal-Constitution adds, “A 
special agent at the FBI press office in Washington who 
would not give her name said the FBI ‘investigates groups or 
individuals when we have information or allegations of federal 

law being broken.  We do not investigate groups or persons 
exercising their constitutional right of protest or dissent.’” 

The AP (1/26) reports the ACLU “released two 
documents from the FBI and DeKalb County Homeland 
Security,” and “Weber says so far the ACLU has received 
complaints from six organizations and nearly two dozen 
people who fear they have been spied upon, photographed, 
videotaped or had their events infiltrated by government 
agents.  He says none of them did anything that would justify 
surveillance but rather are critics of the Bush administration.”  
The AP notes, “FBI spokesman Bill Carter says all FBI 
investigations are conducted in response to information that 
the people being investigated were involved in or might have 
information about crimes.” 

White House Declines To Release Documents 
On Katrina Warning.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 2, 
2:00, Williams) in its story on Federal Katrina relief reported, 
“Congress also wants answers from the White House about 
the poor Federal response to Katrina, and tonight members of 
both parties complain the President is holding back important 
information about who knew what and when.”  Sen. Joe 
Liebermann:  “They haven’t given us the documents we’ve 
asked for.  They haven’t let us into the people in the White 
House who were involved in the decision making regarding 
Hurricane Katrina.”  Gregory: “The White House cites 
executive privilege.”  Scott McClellan, White House Press 
Secretary:  “The President believes that Senator Lieberman 
ought to have the right to confidential conversations with his 
advisors, just like all presidents have asserted they ought to 
have that same right.”   

The New York Times (1/26, Lipton, 1.19M) reports, “In 
their four months of digging, House and Senate investigators 
have collected hundreds of thousands of pages of documents 
and testimony from governors, mayors, Homeland Security 
and Pentagon officials and dozens of others touched by 
Hurricane Katrina.”  While Republican leaders of the two 
committees are satisfied with “the mountains of still-
accumulating evidence,” to Democrats, “crucial holes still 
remain, particularly related to what senior White House aides 
and the president knew, and how they reacted to this 
knowledge, right before the storm and after it.”  Senator 
Joseph I. Lieberman “said Wednesday that he realized it was 
unlikely he could get the information he wanted by 
threatening to subpoena.  Even if one were issued, the 
administration would probably fight it in court.” 

MSNBC’s Hardball (1/25, Shuster) reported, 
“Ratcheting up a battle with Congress, the Bush White House 
is now refusing to turn over Hurricane Katrina related 
documents or make senior officials available for testimony. 
The Administration contends executive branch discussions 
about the storm are not open to review by Congress. …  It 
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was Senator Lieberman, the President’s favorite Democrat, 
who on Tuesday alleged the Bush Administration’s refusal to 
cooperate has killed the Katrina investigation.” 

Landrieu Says Administration Should Be More 
Forthcoming.  Sen. Mary Landrieu said on MSNBC’s 
Hardball (1/25), “I believe the committee, the Bipartisan 
Committee of Senator Collins and Lieberman, has asked for 
those records. They are truly acting in a bipartisan spirit. And 
we would like a full investigation of actually what happened.  
Not so that we can spend time blaming…but that we can 
prevent this from happening again, and we can get on the 
business of rebuilding New Orleans, Louisiana, and the Gulf 
Coast. So you’ll have to ask them specifically what they asked 
for, but I would hope they would provide all the records so we 
could get to the bottom of whose fault it was that the levees 
broke and how do we fix it in the future.”  Asked about White 
House claims that the requested information is privileged, 
Landrieu said, “I would think it would be in the country’s best 
interest, as we seek to protect the people of this nation from 
terrorist attacks, from catastrophic events, that we would have 
a real independent investigation of that. Our governor has 
turned over a great deal of information. I’m assuming that our 
mayor and local officials have.  The White House needs to 
step up and be very forthcoming. But more than turning over 
that information, the White House needs to turn over some 
good plans for rebuilding. All we’ve heard is a lot of empty 
promises and criticism.” 

Vitter Criticizes Federal, State and Local Responses 
To Hurricane.  Sen. David Vitter said on MSNBC’s Hardball 
(1/25), “We need to understand what broke down at the 
federal level and the state level and the local level. Because 
things clearly broke down at every level. This was not a 
disaster that was predictable. This was a disaster that was 
utterly predicted in print, in studies like the hurricane pan 
exercise. And every level of government fell flat.”  Vitter 
added, “I was disappointed at the federal response, very 
disappointed. I said so matter of factly the Friday after the 
storm. I gave the whole recovery effort an F. And the state 
response was just as poor and the local response.” 

White House Rejects Plan To Buy Out Katrina 
Home Owners.  In a story that characterized the White 
House as declining to approve aid for Louisiana NBC Nightly 
News (1/25, story 2, 2:00, Williams) reported on “the long 
road back for the Gulf Coast, specifically the state of 
Louisiana.  Crippled by Katrina and hoping for a $30 billion 
Federal relief package that just today was shot down by the 
Bush White House.”  NBC (Gregory) added, “Despite lofty 
promises, the White House has rejected Louisiana’s 
homeowner bailout plan which local officials consider it crucial 
for recovery.”  Rep. Richard Baker, New Orleans: “To leave 
us in that state of disrepair without the hope of recovery is 

very troubling.”  Gregory: “The White House considers the” 
state plan to buy out home owners as “too expensive and 
bureaucratic suggesting instead the state settle for the more 
than $6 billion in Federal grants released today to bail out just 
those homeowners who didn’t have insurance because they 
lived outside the floodplain.”  Administration officials “say 
more Federal dollars may come later, but acknowledge that 
conservatives in Congress are worried about spiraling costs.” 

The New York Times (1/26, Nossiter, 1.19M) carried a 
similar tone, reporting, “The White House decision to withhold 
support from a major Congressional reconstruction plan left 
Louisiana officials expressing bewilderment on Wednesday 
over what they characterized as the lack of a workable 
alternative from the Bush administration. …  ‘The White 
House simply needs to tell us what their plan is,’ Gov. 
Kathleen Babineaux Blanco said Wednesday at a news 
conference in Baton Rouge.  ‘We don’t see an adequate plan.  
You can’t fix a $12 billion problem with $6 billion.’” 

Reuters (1/25, Roberts) reported, “A group representing 
mortgage bankers also said President George W. Bush had 
yet to offer an alternative that was comparable to the plan 
proposed in Baker’s legislation to create the Louisiana 
Recovery Corp.  ‘We’ll really pay attention to the State of the 
Union address because we’ll be anxious to see what the 
president is going to propose as a plan for rebuilding those 
devastated areas,’ said Kurt Pfotenhauer, senior vice 
president of government affairs at the Mortgage Bankers 
Association.  ‘It’s clear that some plan has to be in place in 
order to spur the investment of private capital.’” 

USA Today (1/26, Dorell, Konigsmark, 2.31M) reports, 
“Donald Powell, President Bush’s coordinator for Gulf Coast 
rebuilding, suggested that money from the government’s 
funding grant, announced Wednesday, be doled out to 
roughly 20,000 homeowners who weren’t in a flood zone and 
did not have flood insurance when Hurricane Katrina hit.  
State officials must draw up plans for disbursing the money 
and get federal approval.”  Blanco said the plan “simply will 
not work,” and added that “she won’t use the money as the 
White House recommends.  ‘We are not in the business of 
choosing between our citizens.’” 

Highlighting the severity of the damage caused by 
Hurricane Katrina, NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 10, 1:30, 
Williams) also reported that some viewers were complaining 
about NBC’s continuing coverage of the impact of Hurricane 
Katrina.  NBC defended the extent of its coverage saying that 
it reported on the impact of all of last year’s hurricane’s in the 
region, but “Katrina is different.  Katrina displaced two million 
Americans.  It destroyed 350,000 homes.  Not all the bodies 
have been found yet.  It exposed cracks in our society, and it 
has us talking about race and class and money and relief.  It 
affected what we pay for gas and may affect what we pay in 
taxes.  It literally rearranged the map of the Gulf Coast.  There 
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are many heroes, but no one villain.  Tonight, one of the great 
American cities is partially in ruins, and many of our fellow 
citizens are hurting and have nothing left.  And in some 
places, nothing’s been done yet.”  And “we intend to keep 
covering it.”  

Nagin’s Comments Scrutinized.  The Washington 
Post (1/26, C1, Haygood, 744K) reports, “New Orleans Mayor 
Ray Nagin blew into the original Chocolate City yesterday.  
Everywhere he goes these days, there seem to be things to 
explain, his words and comments tossed about as if, well, in 
yet another hurricane.”  Attending the winter meeting of the 
US Conference of Mayors at the Capital Hilton, Nagin said, “I 
don’t get what all the fuss was about when I talked about New 
Orleans being a chocolate city.  I mean, I understand the 
frustration with my ‘God’ comments.  Maybe I went a little 
overboard.  But Chocolate City?  Come on.’” 

Flood Insurance Program Administrator Seeks 
Changes.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) reports, 
“The administrator of the National Flood Insurance Program 
asked Congress on Wednesday to allow the elimination of 
discounts on as many as 1.2 million policies and suggested 
that the government consider requiring millions more 
homeowners to buy coverage.  The program expects to 
borrow $23 billion from the Treasury to pay claims from 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.”  David I. Maurstad, the 
administrator, “asked Congress to order the program’s parent 
agency, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, to 
study expanding coverage requirements to properties in 
areas known as 500-year flood plains, with a 0.2 percent 
chance of flooding in any year, and to properties protected by 
levees and dams.  He estimated that would affect four million 
to six million properties.” 

The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Schroeder, 2.11M) 
reports “the Senate Banking Committee is preparing to 
overhaul the federal flood insurance program, resulting in 
much higher premiums for many homeowners and a likely 
taxpayer bailout. …  While broad legislation hasn’t yet been 
proposed, several committee members and experts who 
appeared before the banking panel yesterday agreed that the 
insurance program needs to be restructured to operate more 
like a private insurance company.” 

WAR NEWS: 
US, Iraqi Forces Repel Insurgent Attacks In 
Ramadi.  US Marines and Iraqi troops repelled insurgent 
attacks in Ramadi Tuesday afternoon, killing seven 
insurgents.  The Washington Post (1/26, A18, Finer, 744K) 
reports, “Five insurgents -- whose assault included mortar, 

small-arms and machine-gun fire -- were killed by a strike 
from a Marine Harrier jet as they gathered in a nearby 
cemetery, according to a statement from Capt. Jeffrey S. 
Pool, a Marine spokesman in the city. Two other fighters died 
in a firefight after insurgents used a rocket-propelled grenade 
to attack a military convoy entering the city’s main 
government compound.  No U.S. or Iraqi forces were 
wounded in the clashes, the statement said.”  The Post adds, 
“During the fighting, Zaal Shehan Mahmoud, 30, a 
cameraman for the Baghdad TV network, was killed by more 
than 20 bullets to the head, abdomen and legs, according to 
Mohammed Dulaimi, a doctor at the Ramadi hospital.” 

Officials See Rift Between Foreign Fighters, Local 
Insurgents.  Maj. Gen. Richard Zahner, deputy chief of staff 
for intelligence for multinational forces in Iraq says a 
deepening rift between radical foreign fighters and native Iraqi 
insurgents has turned violent, creating an opportunity for US 
forces to try to persuade local guerillas to lay down their arms 
and join the political process.  USA Today (1/26, Jervis, 
2.31M) reports, “Iraq’s national security adviser, Mouwafak al-
Rubaie, also said there is a rift in the insurgency, calling it a ‘a 
major step forward in our fight against terrorism.’”  Zahner 
“said the insurgency consists of about 12,000 to 15,000 hard-
core Iraqi fighters and supporters, as well as 1,000 militants 
loyal to al-Qaeda in Iraq, of which about 10% are foreign.” 

Videos Of Insurgent Attacks Provide Training Tool 
For US Forces.  USA Today (1/26, Diamond, 2.31M) reports, 
“Videotapes of insurgent attacks in Iraq have become a 
potent propaganda tool for militant Islamists but also a handy 
training aid for U.S. forces, according to Army briefing 
documents being given to U.S. officers deploying for duty in 
Iraq.  Insurgents routinely videotape their attacks and 
sometimes post the footage on the Internet as propaganda to 
show tactical victories against U.S. military convoys or 
helicopters.  A briefing report prepared by the intelligence 
division of the Army’s Training and Doctrine Command shows 
how the Army is mining the insurgent tapes for ways to avoid 
casualties.”  The briefing “report says 55% of U.S. military 
deaths in Iraq are attributed to improvised explosive devices, 
the military’s term for roadside bombs, and small-arms 
attacks. It says 59% of U.S. military deaths occurred in 
Baghdad and Sunni-dominated Anbar province, which runs 
from just west of Baghdad to the Syrian border.  Designed to 
help soldiers know what to expect and how to counter 
insurgent tactics, the briefing also warns that Iranian-backed 
Shiite militants as well as Iraqi Sunnis and foreign Sunni 
fighters are regularly mounting attacks.” 

US Troops Train Iraqi Police To Defeat Insurgents, 
Combat Corruption.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 6, 2:00, 
Miklaszewski) reported that Colonel Bushar Hussein, 
commander of Iraq’s first special police brigade, and his 
“commandos are slowly taking back parts of the city.”  And 
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“he isn’t doing it alone.  For the past nine months, 10-man 
teams of US military advisors have trained and fought 
alongside Iraqi police commandos.  Major General Joe 
Peterson heads the increased US effort to turn Iraqi police 
into an independent fighting force by the end of this year.”  
Peterson:  “Our troops are making a significant difference in 
increasing that capability.”  Miklaszewski:  “Despite some 
progress, the Iraqi commandos are far from fighting entirely 
on their own.”  Peterson: “There are times when a guy will 
walk off down the street and buy a pack of cigarettes while we 
are trying to provide security.  And I’ll have to fix him.” 
Miklaszewski: “In addition, some police units have been 
infiltrated by militias while others are reportedly ripe with 
corruption.”  And “Colonel Bushar warns that government 
corruption and incompetence may pose more of a threat to 
the future of Iraq than the insurgents.  And in the long run, 
may be even more difficult to defeat.” 

US To Release Five Female Iraqi Prisoners.  
ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 3, 0:25, Woodruff) 
reported, “Iraq’s justice ministry said at least five Iraqi women, 
in US custody, would be freed soon, possibly tomorrow.  This 
would go a long way toward meeting the demands of militants 
who kidnapped American journalist Jill Carroll of the Christian 
Science Monitor.  A US spokesman confirmed the release of 
prisoners would occur, but the US has said consistently that 
any release would be a coincidence and not a response to 
the kidnapping.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 4, :45, Schieffer) 
reported, “US officials insist this is not linked to the demand 
by the kidnappers of American journalist Jill Carroll that US 
forces release all women detainees.” 

The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, Murphy, 61K) 
reports, “Reuters reported that Iraqi officials have suggested 
the delay in releasing the women was linked to the demands 
of the kidnappers of American journalist Jill Carroll, who 
threatened to kill her by last Friday unless all women 
prisoners were freed.  The deadline passed with no word on 
Ms. Carroll’s fate.” 

However, the Washington Times (1/26, Deshmukh, 
90K) says that the Iraqi Justice Ministry official “denied that 
the release of the women had anything to do with kidnappers’ 
demands, and U.S. forces have stressed they do not 
negotiate with hostage-takers.” 

Reporter Recounts Attempted Kidnapping In Iraq.  
The Washington Post (1/26, C1, 744K) excerpts the book  
“Tell Them I Didn’t Cry: A Young Journalist’s Story of Joy, 
Loss, and Survival in Iraq” by reporter Jackie Spinner.  In it, 
Spinner writes, “For 13 months in 2004 and 2005, my half 
was in Baghdad, dodging mortar rounds, roadside bombs 
and potential kidnappers, while [twin sister] Jenny worried 
from home that I would not be able to keep my promise to my 

nephew, her young son. ‘Aunt Jackie always comes back,’  I 
told him each time I returned to Baghdad, to a place that 
began to feel more like home the longer I stayed.”  Spinner 
recounts a day outside Abu Ghraib prison, “when a stranger 
grabbed my arm and began dragging me toward a car. …  
Another man came up behind me and grabbed me around 
the waist. Someone else grabbed the pillowcase that held my 
belongings and threw it aside. At first I couldn’t fathom what 
was going on. What was happening to me? Were they trying 
to kidnap me? They were trying to kidnap me! My heart 
pounded. …  Once the men who grabbed me saw the 
Marines, they let go, and everyone scattered.”   

In Wake Of Carroll Kidnapping, Journalist Rethinks 
Dangers In Iraq.  Journalist Alissa Rubin writes in the Los 
Angeles Times (1/26, 958K), “When Jill Carroll was 
kidnapped, other journalists in Iraq were aghast that 
something so horrible had happened to someone they knew. 
But many insisted privately that it never would have 
happened to them. …  The truth is that we are working in a 
war zone where no rules apply. No one is safe: not Iraqis, not 
Westerners, not men, not women.”  Rubin adds, “For most 
journalists in Iraq, it’s hard to be honest about danger, even 
though we talk about it all the time. …  To family and friends 
not in Iraq, it is incomprehensible why you came here, and 
certainly why you returned twice, three times — in my case, 
over and over for nearly three years. …  For me, at least, 
what is true is that once in a while as a journalist you get the 
chance to witness history, a moment when tectonic plates 
shift, when more is at stake than you ever imagined you 
would touch or see. It’s the adrenaline surge of being in a 
place where people’s lives are in the balance, where every 
decision counts and where what you’re writing might, might 
just matter. …  I was aware of the statistics: Since the 
beginning of the war, 60 journalists, five of them women, had 
been killed in Iraq and at least 37 abducted, according to a 
tally by the Committee to Protect Journalists. But like all the 
other foreign journalists in Iraq — fewer than 75 of us, down 
from more than a thousand after the war — I needed to 
believe that I was going to slip through.  After [journalist Jill] 
Carroll’s abduction, I don’t feel that way anymore.”  Iraq “is 
hostile ground and nothing I do can make it safe.” 

Former General Says Iraq WMD Moved To 
Syria Before US Invasion.  Former Iraqi general 
George Sada, author of “Saddam's Secrets, How an Iraqi 
General Survived Saddam Hussein,” in an interview on Fox 
News’ Hannity & Colmes (1/25) said, “I want to make it very 
clear to everybody in the world that” there were weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq “and the regime used them against 
our Iraqi people.  It was used against Kurds in the north.  
Against Arabs.”  Asked whether Iraq had the WMD when the 
US toppled Hussein’s regime, Sada replied, “Up to the year 
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2002, 2002, in summer, they were in Iraq.  And then when 
Saddam realized that the inspectors are coming on first of 
November and the Americans are coming, so he took the 
advantage of natural disaster happened in Syria, a dam was 
broken.  So announced to the world that he is going to make 
an air bridge” and moved the WMD to Syria.  

Kurdish Writer’s Prosecution Seen As Test Of 
Iraq’s Move Toward Democracy.  The New York 
Times (1/26, Oppel, 1.19M) reports on Kamal Sayid Qadir a 
Kurd who, from Austria has written articles accusing Kurdish 
leader Massoud Barzani’s Democratic Party of corruption 
“while calling members of its intelligence service, the Parastin, 
criminals and its chief -- Mr. Barzani’s son -- a ‘pimp.’”  Qadir 
is now imprisoned in Iraq, “sentenced last month to 30 years 
for defaming the Parastin and Kurdish political leaders after a 
trial that he said had lasted 15 minutes.”  The Times adds, 
“His case, while extraordinary, is by no means unique.”  
These prosecutions “indicate how much remains at play in 
newly democratic Iraq. The nation has made remarkable 
steps away from totalitarian rule: the overthrow and 
prosecution of a genocidal dictator, two national elections and 
the adoption of a Constitution. But it remains to be seen how 
far Iraq will ultimately travel toward true Western-style 
democracy.”  Iraq “is still testing the limits of responsible free 
speech, and some of the name-calling and rumor-mongering 
that goes on clearly oversteps the boundaries. Many of Mr. 
Qadir’s criticisms exceeded what would be tolerated in other 
Middle East countries, particularly his assertions about the 
sexual proclivities of the Barzani clan.  A number of Kurdish 
journalists who have called Mr. Qadir’s imprisonment 
outrageous say they are nevertheless uncomfortable with 
some of his writings, calling them offensive and reckless.” 

Arrest Of Police Strains Relations Between 
Iraqis, UK Troops.  The Los Angeles Times (1/26, 
Moore, 958K) reports, “Tensions continued to simmer 
Wednesday between local Iraqi officials and British troops in 
the Shiite-dominated southern city of Basra, where the British 
this week arrested 14 law enforcement officials, including two 
senior police intelligence officers, allegedly linked to political 
corruption and assassinations.  The British released several 
of the men Wednesday, but a spokesman for the Basra 
provincial council said that eight remained in custody, 
including three who had been transferred to a prison facility 
after British authorities said they had bomb-making materials 
in their possession. …  The province has responded to the 
arrests by threatening to cut off all cooperation with British 
forces in Iraq’s second-largest city.” 

Soldiers Make Digital Memorials For Fallen 
Comrades.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Searcey, 

2.11M) reports, “Digital photography, video and Internet 
access have let soldiers in Iraq stay closer to distant friends 
and family than troops in any other war. Now, these electronic 
records are also creating a powerful and raw new wave of 
war memorials. …  Wartime cinematographers say 
commanders ask to review the videos before they’re shown 
at memorial services to make sure they don’t degrade the 
image of soldiers with, for example, footage showing them 
drinking.”   

Hoagland Says Administration Has Been 
“Bitten” By Reality In Iraq.  Jim Hoagland writes in 
the Washington Post (1/26, A25, 744K), “Iraq’s Dec. 15 
balloting was orderly and inspiring, but it has created an 
aftermath that is neither of those things. It has also forced the 
Bush administration into a silent reassessment of where Iraq 
is going and how it is going to get there. Increasingly, the 
country drifts toward the future as two relatively stable 
autonomous regions and a violently unstable central zone, all 
linked by a weak central government and a reduced, reactive 
U.S. military presence.”  The Bush Administration “gives no 
sign of trying to hurry things along as it concedes it must deal 
with the election results it has, not the results it wanted. 
Those were canceled by the poor showing of Ayad Allawi and 
Ahmed Chalabi -- secularists who conceivably could have 
been strong, independent executives -- and successful 
electioneering by Iranian-backed Shiite parties distrusted by 
Washington. …  Reality has bitten the Bush administration in 
Iraq and forced the president to settle for less than he 
wanted. Let’s hope that reality can now do the same with 
Iraq’s newly empowered Shiite leaders.” 

In 1998, Clinton Said No-Fly Zones Over Iraq 
Would Be Enforced.  In its “History Lessons” column, 
the Washington Times (1/26, 90K) excerpts a December 28,, 
1998 statement by then-President Bill Clinton.  Clinton said, “I 
think I should say a few words about an incident early this 
morning over the skies of Iraq, where American and British air 
crews were enforcing a no-fly zone in Northern Iraq. They 
were fired on by Iraqi surface-to-air missiles. They took 
evasive action, returned fire on the missile site, and returned 
safely to their base in Turkey ... They attacked because they 
were attacked. And they did the appropriate thing. We will 
continue to enforce the no-fly zones.” 

Musharaff Blames US Missile Attack For 
Increasing Domestic Turmoil.  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/26, Champion, Kempe, 2.11M) in an interview with 
Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf at the World Economic 
Forum reports Musharraf “said a suspected U.S. missile 
attack on a Pakistani village that killed civilians this month 
‘probably’ killed five or six al Qaeda operatives, but had 
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‘harmed our interests’ by violating his country’s sovereignty 
and feeding domestic unrest.”  He “said his goal is to 
transform Pakistani society by ending conflicts like the one in 
Baluchistan, defusing Islamist extremism and generally 
calming ‘a nation in turmoil.’”  Gen. Musharraf said, “We want 
to guard our own sovereignty.”  He “also said his close 
cooperation with the U.S. in the fight against terrorism hadn’t 
been damaged, and that Pakistan needs the technical help 
the U.S. can offer to gather intelligence.  ‘Intelligence is far 
more significant and difficult than operating against [al 
Qaeda],’ he added.” 

India Provides Aid To Afghanistan.  The 
Washington Times (1/26, Nelson, 90K) reports, “India has 
poured more than a half-billion dollars of foreign aid into 
Afghanistan in the past three years in an attempt to create a 
friendly and stable neighbor in a volatile part of the world.”  
India’s “effort, which continues despite a Pakistani blockade 
of Indian goods bound for Afghanistan, touches all aspects of 
life.”  Tensions “between India and Pakistan has complicated 
proposed energy pipelines from Afghanistan, which would 
have to run through Pakistan on the way to India.”  But some 
observers “think Pakistan is more worried about losing its 
dominant position in Afghan trade.” 

Rumsfeld Takes Issue With Reports Saying US 
Military Is Overstretched.  Fox News’ Special Report 
(1/25, Hume) reported, “A couple of new reports suggesting 
that the US military is overstretched or overstressed or both 
drew a sharp response from the Secretary of Defense. One 
report was funded by the Pentagon itself.”  Fox (Baier) added, 
“On Capitol Hill today, former officials from the Clinton 
Administration joined top Democrats to release a new study 
on the state of the US armed forces. Titled ‘The US Military -- 
Under Strain And At Risk,’ it concludes the war in Iraq 
threatened the battle-readiness of US troops. …  At the 
Pentagon, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld addressed 
the criticism head on.”  Rumsfeld “said today’s US military, 
while trying to recover from underfunding…is far from 
broken.”  Rumsfeld “pointed out there are more than 2 million 
troops in the US military if you’re counting active duty, 
National Guard and Reserves and only 136,000 troops in 
Iraq.” 

NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 5, :45, Williams) 
reported, “Two new reports say tonight the US military is so 
overburdened from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan that it’s 
near the breaking point.  One report flatly warns ground 
forces are stretched so thin and under such enormous strain, 
the Pentagon may not be able to recruit and retain enough 
troops in the all volunteer army to defeat the insurgency.  This 
afternoon, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld responded.”  
Rumsfeld: “This armed force is enormously capable.  In 

addition, it’s battle hardened.  And it is not a peace time force 
that has been in barracks or garrisons.”  Williams:  “Rumsfeld 
pointed out that there are 138,000 US troops in Iraq, out of 
two million total including the National Guard and Reserve 
units.” 

In a brief story The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 3, 
:45, Schieffer) noted, “Rumsfeld took strong issue today with 
former Clinton Administration officials who say the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan have stretched the US military to the 
near breaking point.  At a Pentagon news conference, 
Rumsfeld called that misdirected, and he praised the military 
as, quote, ‘enormously capable and battle hardened.’” 

The Wall Street Journal/AP (1/26) says Rumsfeld 
“spoke a day after the Associated Press reported that an 
unreleased study conducted for the Pentagon said the Army 
is being overextended, thanks to the two wars, and may not 
be able to retain and recruit enough troops to defeat the 
insurgency in Iraq.  Congressional Democrats released a 
report Wednesday that also concluded the U.S. military is 
under severe stress.” 

The Washington Times (1/26, Scarborough, 90K) 
reports that Rumsfeld responded to the reports with a 
“combative appearance at a Pentagon press conference. He 
reminded reporters that during the Clinton years, when the 
military was sent on about 50 war and peacekeeping 
missions, that the force suffered from lack of funding and that 
some units were ‘hollow pieces.’”  Rumsfeld “said anyone 
who concludes that the Army is breaking does not know what 
he or she is talking about.  ‘I suspect the people writing these 
things don’t know, either, because I suspect that they don’t 
have any more insight than the other people around here do,’ 
he said. ‘I just can’t imagine someone looking at the United 
States armed forces today and suggesting that they’re close 
to breaking. That’s just not the case.’” 

USA Today (1/26, Komarow, 2.31M) says Rumsfeld 
“dismissed” the reports, “calling their authors ill-informed 
about America’s ‘battle-hardened’ forces.”  Speaking at a 
news conference, Rumsfeld said, “People just don’t fully 
understand,” adding that today’s military is “battle hardened. 
It’s not a peacetime force that has been in barracks or 
garrisons.” 

The Washington Post (1/26, A18, Tyson, 744K) reports 
that Rumsfeld “said a recent decision to scale back U.S. troop 
levels in Iraq did not grow out of a need to relieve the strain 
on American ground forces.”  Rumsfeld said, “The force is not 
broken,” adding, “I just can’t imagine someone looking at the 
United States armed forces today and suggesting that they’re 
close to breaking. That’s just not the case.”  Rumsfeld called 
the US military an “‘enormously capable force,’ as 
demonstrated to the world by its swift overthrow of 
governments in Iraq and Afghanistan. Such proven capability 
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‘ought to increase the deterrent rather than weaken it,’ he 
added.” 

Study Finds Active Duty Reservists Earn More 
Than In Civilian Jobs.  A study released yesterday by 
the RAND Corporation says that nearly three-fourths of 
military reservists called to serve in Afghanistan and Iraq are 
making more money on duty than in their civilian jobs.  USA 
Today (1/26, Komarow, 2.31M) reports, “In many cases, the 
troops earn a higher gross salary in civilian life. But when the 
federal tax exemption and other allowances approved by 
Congress for troops in combat are factored in, about 72% are 
better off, according to a study by the RAND Corp., a 
research institute.  The RAND study, which was funded by 
the Pentagon, showed an average benefit of 25% over 
civilian pay, about $10,000 a year.”  USA notes, “The study 
results run counter to complaints by Reserve and Guard 
troops that they have suffered financially when activated. It is 
part of an effort to track the war on terrorism’s effects on part-
time troops.” 

DOJ: 
Federal Judge Extends Temporary 
Appointment Of Alabama US Attorney.  The 
Mobile (AL) Register (1/26, Kirby) reports, “Chief U.S. District 
Judge Ginny Granade has extended the term of U.S. 
Attorney Deborah Rhodes, whose temporary appointment to 
the Mobile office expires this month.” The Register continues, 
“Rhodes took over for David York, who resigned in 
September amid reports of an internal Department of Justice 
investigation into allegations that he had an improper 
relationship with an assistant prosecutor.” The Register adds, 
“Under the law, the Justice Department could replace York for 
a maximum of 120 days. The statute gives the chief judge of 
the district the power to name the U.S. attorney beyond that, 
and Granade said Tuesday that she complied with a request 
by the Justice Department to extend Rhodes' tenure until 
President Bush names a permanent successor. …  When 
appointed to Mobile, Rhodes, 47, was on special assignment 
to the Justice Department in Washington as a counselor to 
the assistant attorney general of the criminal division.” 

DHS Assisting DOJ With Case Management 
System.  Federal Computer Week (1/25, Arnone) reports, 
“The Homeland Security Department is helping the Justice 
Department develop new case management systems for the 
entire federal government, DHS’ chief information officer said 
today.” FCW continues, “DHS is working with DOJ to create a 
Consolidated Enforcement Environment (CEE), which allows 
access to all available data, analyzes data and links relevant 

law enforcement partners, DHS’ CIO Scott Charbo said. …  
One goal of the collaboration is to move beyond products and 
create a layer of information that can be used 
governmentwide, Charbo said.” 

CORPORATE SCANDALS: 
Enron Trial Seen As Big Test For Federal 
Prosecutors.  The New York Times (1/26, Eichenwald) 
reports, “In the court of public opinion, they were convicted 
long ago. But as Kenneth L. Lay and Jeffrey K. Skilling, the 
onetime leaders of Enron, step into a court of law next week, 
the outcome of their fraud trial is far from certain, creating one 
of the most closely watched and hotly contested white-collar 
criminal cases ever.” The Times continues, “On one side of 
the Houston federal courtroom starting Monday will be two 
top-flight teams of defense lawyers, who will be taking the 
risky approach of proclaiming many of the controversial 
actions of Enron and some much-criticized statements of their 
clients to be legal and truthful.” The Times adds, “On the 
other, the prosecutors for the Justice Department's Enron 
Task Force, who have racked up an impressive array of guilty 
pleas in the case, but whose performance at trial has been 
decidedly less dazzling. …  ‘For the government, if they lose 
the Enron case, it will be seen as a symbolic failure of their 
rather significant campaign against white-collar crime,’ said 
John C. Coffee Jr., a professor at Columbia Law School. ‘It 
will be seen as some evidence that some cases are too 
complicated to be brought into the criminal justice process.’” 
The Times notes, “Of the three major Enron-related criminal 
cases brought by the government before juries, guilty verdicts 
stand from only one, which involved Enron's booking what the 
government said were phantom profits on the sale of Nigerian 
barges to Merrill Lynch. A second case, against the 
accounting firm Arthur Andersen, was thrown out by the 
Supreme Court on appeal. The third, involving the broadband 
division of Enron, resulted in no convictions, but the five 
defendants await a retrial.” 

Success Of Efforts To Curb Corporate Fraud Seen 
As Problematic.  The Washington Post (1/26, D1, Johnson, 
Ben White) reports, “Four years after the collapse of Enron 
Corp. spurred the most sweeping revisions in business 
regulation since the Great Depression, experts warn that the 
ingredients for a similar financial disaster remain.” The Post 
continues, “Despite new laws and regulations, companies still 
face enormous pressure to meet short-term financial goals, 
creating a powerful motive for accounting fraud. Outsized 
executive compensation grows by the year, offering another 
rich incentive to cook the books. And there is no certainty that 
Congress will continue to fund regulatory budgets at current 
levels. …  But some things have changed since December 
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2001, when Enron's sudden descent into bankruptcy 
protection rocked investor confidence and left the markets 
reeling. Accountants face independent oversight for the first 
time in 70 years. Most corporate board members take their 
jobs far more seriously. Wall Street is somewhat less willing to 
accommodate clients' interests.” The Post adds, “Nearly a 
dozen experts contacted by The Washington Post, including 
regulators, accountants, chief executives, board members 
and investor advocates, agreed to fill out a corporate 
governance report card on the eve of the Enron trial. …  
Congress passed the Sarbanes-Oxley Act in July 2002, 
imposing new duties on corporate executives, auditors and 
directors. The Securities and Exchange Commission and the 
Justice Department spent tens of millions of dollars to root out 
malfeasance. Along the way, prosecutors won criminal 
convictions and decades-long prison terms for former leaders 
of Adelphia Communications Corp., Tyco International Ltd. 
and WorldCom Inc. …  But in a sense, the government efforts 
may have backfired, inspiring a dangerous overconfidence 
among investors.” 

Ex-Enron Employees Still Feel Effects Of Stock 
Price Plummet.  USA Today (1/26, Armour, 2.31M) reports, 
“Four years after the Texas energy giant began its meltdown -
- and on the eve of a criminal trial for its former top executives 
-- many former Enron employees still feel betrayed.”  Some of 
them, “at the end of their careers, have started over again in 
new jobs -- but working harder to keep up with younger co-
workers. They’ve turned to churches and food pantries to eat, 
sold homes they could no longer pay for, and endured 
financial stresses that frayed their marriages.” 

Former Securities Broker Pleads Guilty To 
New York Market-Timing Charge.  The AP (1/26, 
Gormley) reports, “A former Las Vegas securities broker 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge Wednesday in a mutual fund 
investigation in which investors were defrauded through 
improper late trading and market timing, according to New 
York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer.” The AP continues, 
“Daniel Calugar, 52, now of Ponte Vedra, Fla., pleaded guilty 
in state Supreme Court in New York City to violating a state 
business integrity law called the Martin Act. He was accused 
of entering into a secret agreement in August, 2001, that 
defrauded a mutual fund called the Franklin Small-Mid Cap 
Growth Fund. …  He faces up to four years in prison when he 
is sentenced March 23.” The AP adds, “Earlier this month, 
Calugar agreed to pay $153 million to settle civil charges 
brought by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Calugar will relinquish $103 million in ill-gotten gains and pay 
a civil penalty of $50 million, the largest penalty regulators 
have imposed on an individual in a late trading and market 
timing case, SEC officials said. …  Spitzer said Calugar 
secretly agreed to a deal with an employee of Franklin's 

investment adviser. Calugar would be allowed to rapidly trade 
in the mutual fund without paying a 2 percent penalty. 
Calugar then invested $10 million in another hedge fund run 
by Franklin and defrauded the fund and its shareholders of 
more than $1 million in fees that he avoided.” 

Livedoor Investigation Prompts Re-
Examination of Japanese Accounting 
Standards.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Hayashi, 
Morse) reports, “The investigation into Internet company 
Livedoor Co. has pointed a spotlight” on Japanese accounting 
standards, which need to be upgraded, the article says.  The 
Journal notes, “Tokyo district prosecutors arrested Livedoor 
Chief Executive Takafumi Horie on suspicion of violating 
securities law.”  Now, “in Japan, experts … are calling for 
stepped-up efforts to improve accounting standards, as 
companies .... increasingly use sophisticated and aggressive 
financial techniques.”  In particular, the article notes, “Japan 
has no standards on accounting for special-purpose 
companies,” and no rules “on how to interpret revenue at 
Internet and software companies, whose business structures 
tend to differ significantly from those of traditional companies.”  
However, the article notes, changes are beginning to take 
place, with the Financial Services Agency issuing “a guideline 
calling for closer examination of accounting firms and 
requiring companies to rotate their accountants more 
frequently” and the Accounting Standards Board of Japan 
adopting “a handful of standards in the past two months, 
covering areas from mergers and acquisitions to executive 
compensation.” 

CRIMINAL LAW: 
Leahy Seeks Information From DOJ On 
Google Subpoena.  Reuters (1/26, Vicini) reports, “The 
Senate Judiciary Committee's top Democrat asked Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales what steps are being taken to 
protect Americans' privacy rights as the Justice Department 
demands information about Internet searches.” Reuters 
continues, “In the letter released on Wednesday, Sen. Patrick 
Leahy of Vermont asked Gonzales about the subpoena to 
Google Inc. and three other companies seeking data about 
what millions of Americans search for on the Internet's 
leading search engines.” Reuters adds, “Leahy asked about 
the types of information being sought, how the department 
intends to use the information while protecting individual 
privacy rights and civil liberties and whether it will issue any 
additional subpoenas. …  Leahy's letter comes at a time of 
growing criticism in Congress over the government's 
monitoring of communications, after the disclosure that the 
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Bush administration has been conducting domestic 
eavesdropping after the September 11 attacks.” 

CNET News (1/25, Broache) reports, “Justice 
Department spokesman Charles Miller said the department 
planned to respond accordingly, though he was not sure what 
the response would entail. …  As for the privacy concerns 
raised by Leahy, ‘We've addressed that in our subpoenas and 
to the search engines,’ Miller said. ‘We weren't seeking 
information about the individuals, we were only seeking the 
search terms....We don't even want to know the names of the 
people.’” 

Rep Davis Questions Google’s Response To 
Subpoeana.  Government Computer News (1/25, Grimes) 
reports, “House Government Reform Committee Chairman 
Tom Davis (R-Va.) said today that search giant Google Inc. 
has ‘bent over backward’ to comply with the Chinese 
government’s demand that it block certain search results in 
order to operate in that country. So why, he wondered, won’t 
the company cooperate with the U.S. Justice Department in 
its efforts to fight online pornography?” GCN continues, 
“Google has refused a Justice Department subpoena for 
search results, saying it violated users’ privacy. The 
government has said it needs the data to prepare a case 
regarding the 1998 Child Online Protection Act. …  Other 
search companies have complied with the subpoena. …  The 
company today also launched a Chinese version of its search 
site after agreeing to censor topics such as Falun Gong and 
Tibet. …  ‘Google gave the Chinese everything they wanted. 
They’re not going to put data on there about human rights,’ 
Davis said.” GCN notes, “Davis spoke to public-sector CIOs 
today at a summit hosted by Micrsosoft Corp. Microsoft’s 
MSN service also censors search results in China, as do 
Yahoo and others. Microsoft, Yahoo and America Online 
have also reportedly given the Justice Department 
information it was seeking. …  ‘What does it mean to be a 
corporate citizen, working to bring terrorists or child 
pornographers to bear? What are the boundaries?’ Davis 
said. ‘These are new areas for a lot of us that we’ve got to 
work our way through.’” 

Dow Jones (1/25, Richmond) reports, “In the last week, 
Google Inc. stood up to one government and acquiesced to 
another. …  The moves show the kind of treacherous terrain 
the Internet giant, whose corporate philosophy is ‘Don't Be 
Evil,’ must traverse as it weighs its ideals and its business 
interests. It also spotlights how important Google (GOOG) 
has become as a key waypoint on the global Internet, where 
individual and government interests around access to 
information can and do collide. …  ‘Google is at the cutting 
edge in terms of trying to figure out what is acceptable and 
what is not acceptable in this century,’ when the Internet is 
making information more accessible than ever before, says 
Lauren Gelman, associate director of Stanford Law School's 

Center for Internet and Society. ‘What happens to information 
Google collects? I think this is a big question for society as 
new technologies evolve and we have to rethink privacy and 
censorship.’” 

The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, Macdonald) 
reports that Google is confronting “an age-old business 
dilemma caught up in the new age of globalization: When 
governments demand something that compromises the 
interests of customers, what's a company to do?”   The article 
notes that Google launched service in China and “because of 
government sensitivities there, will limit what users there can 
access.”  However, the article says, Google is also “vigorously 
fighting US government efforts to obtain data on its users' 
search habits.”  The article quotes one expert who lauds 
Google’s decision to fight the subpoena, and another who 
dislikes Google’s decision.  The article notes that “So far, 
Google seems to be winning points for its tough stand against 
the US Department of Justice.  According to one survey 
released this week, 56 percent of American users of the 
Internet believe Google should not release information about 
Web searches to the government.”  But overseas, the article 
says, “Google has endured criticism, as has Microsoft's MSN 
search service, for limiting what Chinese users can find.” 

Debate In Google Case Not Really About Privacy.  
The New York Times (1/26, Liptak) reports, “The Justice 
Department went to court last week to try to force Google, by 
far the world's largest Internet search engine, to turn over an 
entire week's worth of searches. The move, which Google is 
fighting, has alarmed its users, enraged privacy advocates, 
changed some people's Internet search habits and set off a 
debate about how much privacy one can expect on the Web. 
…  But the case itself, according to people involved in it and 
scholars who are following it, has almost nothing to do with 
privacy. It will turn, instead, on serious but relatively routine 
questions about trade secrets and civil procedure.” The Times 
continues, “The privacy debate prompted by the case may 
thus be an instance of the right answer to the wrong question. 
As recently demonstrated by disclosures of surveillance by 
the National Security Agency and secret inquiries under the 
USA Patriot Act, the government is aggressively collecting 
information to combat terror. And even in ordinary criminal 
prosecutions and in civil lawsuits, Internet companies 
including Google routinely turn over authentically private 
information in response to focused warrants and subpoenas 
from prosecutors and litigants. …  But ‘this particular 
subpoena does not raise serious privacy issues,’ said Timothy 
Wu, a law professor at Columbia. ‘These records are 
completely disconnected. They're just strings of words.’” The 
Times notes, “In its only extended discussion of its reasons 
for fighting the subpoena, a Google lawyer told the Justice 
Department in October that complying would be bad for 
business. ‘Google objects,’ the lawyer, Ashok Ramani, wrote, 
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‘because to comply with the request could endanger its 
crown-jewel trade secrets.’ …  Mr. Ramani's five-page letter 
mentioned privacy only once, at the bottom of the fourth 
page, and then primarily in the context of perception rather 
than reality. …  Even Google's allies are shying away from 
legal arguments based on privacy. The American Civil 
Liberties Union, for instance, said it planned to file papers 
supporting Google. But not on privacy grounds. ‘We will 
probably not be making that argument,’ said Aden J. Fine, a 
lawyer with the civil liberties union.” The Times adds, “Other 
Internet search engine companies, including Yahoo, America 
Online and MSN, have complied with the same Justice 
Department subpoena, which also sought a random sample 
of a million Web addresses. The companies all said there 
were no privacy issues involved. …  A Justice Department 
spokesman, Brian Roehrkasse, agreed. ‘We specifically 
stated in our requests,’ he said, ‘that we did not want the 
names, or any other information, regarding the users of 
Google.’ …  None of this is to say that subpoenas for search 
records linked to individuals are inconceivable. Google 
maintains information that could be used that way, and a 
subpoena could ask for it. But the recent subpoena does not.” 

Louisiana Businessman Pleads Guilty To New 
Orleans Contract Fraud.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A 
businessman described by federal prosecutors as a key 
player pleaded guilty Wednesday to conspiring in a kickback 
scheme for the biggest contract signed while Marc Morial was 
New Orleans mayor.  Terry Songy “admitted taking kickbacks 
from subcontractors, participating in a larger kickback 
conspiracy with the city's director of property management, 
and failing to file federal income tax returns for 2001, U.S. 
Attorney Jim Letten said.”  The AP notes, “An affidavit filed 
with the guilty plea states that, after FBI agents approached 
him, Songy ‘admitted his involvement in a much larger 
scheme than the government was aware’ of. …  The 
indictment described Songy as sharing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in kickbacks with the three major 
defendants: Morial associates Stan ‘Pampy’ Barre, a 
restaurant owner and Morial confidant, city property manager 
Kerry De Cay, and construction company owner Reginald 
Walker. …  All three have denied wrongdoing.  Their trial is 
scheduled Sept. 5 before U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier.” 

Six Indicted On Bribery Charges In Ongoing 
Tennessee License Fraud Probe.  The Tennessean 
(1/26, Carey) reports, “A widespread bribery scheme funneled 
hundreds of illegal aliens into a Winchester, Tenn.-based 
driving school, netting them fraudulent licenses.  And six 
people, including one current and one former state employee, 
got more than $146,000, federal prosecutors said yesterday.  
The U.S. attorney's office yesterday unsealed a six-count 

indictment of the six people who are accused of helping 
hundreds of people since May 2004 obtain driver's licenses 
they didn't earn. …  ‘Just as in previous investigations, you 
had those who thought that what they did in secret would 
never come to light,’ said My Harrison, FBI special agent in 
charge for the Middle and Western Districts of Tennessee.  
The FBI was one of several agencies involved in the probe.  
U.S. Attorney Jim Vines said the people who fraudulently 
received licenses weren't eligible for ‘a variety of reasons.’”  
The Tennessean adds, “The investigation, dubbed Operation 
Crooked Highway, has been under way by federal and state 
agencies for 18 months, Vines said yesterday.”  The 
Murfreesboro Daily News (1/26) notes, “The FBI charged 
driver’s license examiner Bruce Conklin with taking about 
$9,200 in cash from July 2005 to January.  Agents also 
charged Bryan Guess, owner of the Winchester Driving 
School…with paying bribes to Conklin and a former 
examiner, Teresa Jones. 

The AP (1/26) reports, “Authorities said they won't know 
how many illegal documents were issued until all evidence is 
studied and declined to speculate on the total.  They did say 
that one state worker accepted $20 per student in bribes for 
about 1,000 licenses or certificates.  ‘We come to you with 
another sad chapter in the book of public corruption in 
Tennessee,’ FBI agent in charge My Harrison said at an 
afternoon news conference.”  The AP adds, “Citing a number 
of recent public corruption investigations in Tennessee, 
Harrison said agents were getting better with practice.  ‘If you 
can hear me and are involved in public corruption, the eyes of 
law enforcement are upon you,’ she said.”  The Nashville City 
Paper (1/26, Lewis) also notes Harrison said that “it’s the 
latest ‘sad chapter’ in a string of Tennessee public corruption 
cases.”  She added, “You’ve heard of Operation Tennessee 
Waltz, Operation Tarnish Blue and Operation Tarnish Shield.  
What can I say?  Same game, only the names have changed.  
The title of this new chapter is, Operation Crooked Highway.”  
The City Paper adds that as a result of the investigation, 
“customs officials took into custody 50 undocumented 
immigrants and began deportation proceedings against 50 
other immigrants who were uncovered in the investigation, 
said Rick Crocker, assistant special agent in charge of 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement.” 

IRS Agent Downplays Ryan’s Eventual 
Declaration Of Campaign Funds As Income.  
The Chicago Tribune (1/26, O'Connor, 643K) reports IRS 
Agent Shari Schindler “on Wednesday downplayed that 
former Gov. George Ryan filed corrected tax returns for 1995, 
1996 and 1997 several years later because Ryan knew by 
then of the federal investigation into his finances.”  Schindler 
“said that by the time Ryan filed the amended returns in late 
2002, each of his six children had testified before the grand 
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jury and there had been press coverage of the nature of the 
probe.”  On cross-examination, Ryan lawyer Dan Webb 
“contended that records showed Ryan had paid taxes on 
most of the travel expenses, but that certain charges hadn't 
been itemized in campaign disclosure reports, fell through the 
cracks and mistakenly weren't reported on Ryan's returns.”  
But Assistant US Attorney Laurie Barsella “pointed out that 
Roger Bickel, Ryan's former chief lawyer, had spelled out for 
Ryan ‘in plain English’ that personal use of campaign funds 
had to be reported on his tax returns.”  The AP (1/26, 
Robinson) notes that the “verbal fencing match between” 
Webb and Schindler “came to an end with no one sure who 
emerged the victor.  Webb repeatedly tried to get her to agree 
that Ryan couldn't be blamed if he failed to report thousands 
of dollars in income because he was grappling with vague, 
complex tax laws.  Schindler coolly disagreed, saying Ryan 
easily could have asked his tax advisers.” 

Prosecution Hopes To Rest Thursday After FBI 
Agent’s Testimony.  The Chicago Tribune (1/26, O'Connor, 
643K) also reports Assistant US Attorney Patrick Collins “said 
he still hopes to rest the prosecution case on Thursday after 
four months of testimony.  The FBI's case agent is scheduled 
to be the government's last witness.”  And US District Judge 
Rebecca Pallmeyer “ruled Wednesday that prosecutors can 
play a portion of a videotape of Ryan from November when 
he made a statement to reporters outside the court defending 
his receipt of $9,675 from the Gramm campaign.”  The AP 
(1/26, Robinson) notes, “Prosecutors indicated Wednesday 
night that just one more prosecution witness remains - 
Raymond Ruebenson, the veteran FBI man who has long 
been the case agent for the government's seven-year 
Operation Safe Road investigation that led to the former 
governor's indictment.  But Ruebenson was absent with a 
case of the flu Wednesday.   

Laski Vows To Fight Bribery Charges, Alleges 
US Withheld Exculpatory Recordings.  The 
Chicago Tribune (1/26, Washburn, 643K) reports, “Facing 
federal corruption charges, a defiant James Laski vowed 
Wednesday to ‘keep fighting,’ insisted his office is running 
smoothly and took sharp issue with claims he was away from 
his job as Chicago city clerk for a prolonged period before 
charges were filed.  ‘Somebody is lying, and it isn't me,’ Laski 
declared.  The clerk's comments came after a surprise 
appearance at a City Council committee meeting, his first visit 
to the council chamber in nearly two months.”  The Tribune 
adds, “Laski implied Wednesday that exonerating portions of 
the recordings were not released when the U.S. attorney's 
office announced the charges against him on Jan. 13.”  

Former Campbell Aides Testify About 
Relationship With Contractor.  The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution (1/26, Suggs, Scott, 430K) reports former Atlanta 
contracts compliance director Michael Sullivan testified at 
former Mayor Bill Campbell’s corruption trial on Wednesday 
“that in 1994 he and the former mayor, along with city 
contractor Ricky Rowe, traveled together to Florida to attend 
a golf and tennis tournament sponsored by Black Enterprise 
magazine.  Sullivan said the city paid for his trip.  He said he 
was unsure of who paid for Campbell's but noticed that when 
he and Rowe were checking out of the hotel, Rowe used his 
credit card for Campbell's incidentals. …  ‘He was upset that I 
allowed Mr. Rowe to pay for his incidentals,’ Sullivan told the 
jury.  ‘He told me that you can't use a credit card to pay for 
things like that.  It leaves a trail.’”  The Journal-Constitution 
adds, “The theme of loyalty to the mayor was played over and 
over Wednesday, witness after witness, as prosecutors tried 
to establish that City Hall under Campbell…was a den of 
cronyism and deal-making between Campbell, his friends and 
political allies.  None of the prosecution's witnesses testified 
that Campbell made them do anything illegal, nor did they say 
they saw Campbell doing anything criminal.” 

Wisconsin Procurement Official Indicted Over 
Travel Contract Award.  The AP (1/26) reports, “An 
official in Gov. Jim Doyle's administration was indicted on two 
felony counts Tuesday for her role in awarding a state travel 
contract to a company whose executives donated $20,000 to 
Doyle's campaign.  The federal indictment alleges that 
Georgia Thompson, chief of the Department of 
Administration's procurement bureau, tried to give her bosses 
political advantage and help her own job security.”  The AP 
notes Thompson, “who was hired before Doyle took office in 
2003, served on a committee that awarded a contract to 
Adelman Travel as part of an effort to cut travel costs. …  
Questions were raised this summer after media reports that 
Adelman's CEO donated $10,000 to Doyle before the 
contract went into effect.  An Adelman board member gave 
another $10,000 afterward, finance reports show.” 

Former New Jersey Councilman Pleads Guilty 
To Money Laundering.  The Farmingdale (NJ) News 
Transcript (1/25, Front Page, Israeli) reports former Marlboro 
Township Councilman Thomas Broderick “pleaded guilty in 
federal court last week to one count of money laundering. …  
Broderick was one of the 11 Monmouth County officials who 
were arrested…in an FBI investigation known as ‘Operation 
Bid Rig.’ …  Broderick admitted that he accepted $15,000 for 
assisting in the laundering of large sums of cash from a 
cooperating government witness whom he believed was a 
corrupt demolition contractor.”  The News Transcript notes, 
“He is scheduled to be sentenced on April 27.  Broderick 
remains free on $50,000 bail.” 
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Contractor Sentenced To Probation, Fine For 
SoCom Bribery Scheme.  The Tampa Tribune (1/26, 
Lardner) reports, “A contractor formerly employed by U.S. 
Special Operations Command was sentenced Wednesday to 
three years probation and a $4,500 fine for his role in a 
bribery scheme that has tarnished the war fighting 
organization's reputation for acquiring equipment used by the 
nation's elite fighting forces.  U.S. District Judge Susan 
Bucklew, who called William E. Burke's crime ‘scary’ and a 
‘bad thing,’ could have saddled him with a prison term of up to 
16 months and a heftier fine.  But Bucklew opted for the 
lighter penalties mainly because Burke has been cooperating 
with federal law enforcement agents examining contracting 
practices at Socom, which is headquartered at MacDill Air 
Force Base in Tampa.” 

Texas Hired Abramoff-Linked Firm Due To 
Access To Rove.  The AP (1/26) reports the Texas state 
government “hired a firm with close ties to lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff after rejecting competing bids that met more of its 
selection criteria and cost less.”  The Austin American-
Statesman reported that Cassidy & Associates, the winning 
firm, has access “all the way to presidential aide Karl Rove. …  
The firm was awarded a $15,000-a-month contract in 2004 to 
lobby Congress for the state.”  On Friday, seven Democratic 
Texas state legislators sent a letter to Gov. Rick Perry 
“demanding that Cassidy’s contract be canceled.” 

California Man Pleads Guilty To Cyber Attack.  
Federal Computer Week (1/26, Brewin) reports, “A hacker 
indicted for creating botnet armies that infected Defense 
Information Systems Agency networks and computers at the 
Naval Air Warfare Center at China Lake, Calif., pleaded guilty 
to the charges at a hearing earlier this week in the U.S. 
District Court in Los Angeles, the Justice Department said.” 
FCW continues, “Justice said James Ancheta 20, of Downey, 
Calif, entered guilty pleas of conspiring to violate the 
Computer Fraud Abuse Act and causing damage to 
computers used in national defense.” FCW adds, “Justice 
said the prosecution of Ancheta was the first of its kind in the 
United States against a hacker who used botnets, armies of 
computers infected with Trojan horse programs that allowed 
Ancheta to remotely control the computers. Justice said 
Ancheta controlled more than 400,000 computers as part of 
his botnet armies, which in turn infected other computers with 
unwanted adware.” 

Former Dietary Supplement Company 
Executives Admit $100 Million Mail Fraud.  The 
AP (1/26) reports, “Former executives of a mail-order firm 
admitted that the company bilked buyers out of more than 
$100 million by charging credit cards without permission and 

offering refund guarantees it had no intention of honoring.  
Four former executives of Berkeley Premium Nutraceuticals 
Inc. detailed their involvement Wednesday with the 
Cincinnati-based company that sold vitamins and 
supplements for a variety of ills from fatigue to sexual 
disfunction.  The four executives filed written statements as 
part of an agreement to plead guilty in U.S. District Court in 
Cincinnati to charges of conspiracy to commit mail and wire 
fraud.  Federal agencies -- including the FBI, the Internal 
Revenue Service and the Food and Drug Administration -- 
have been investigating Berkeley.”  The AP adds, “The former 
executives said Berkeley's vitamins and 
supplements…weren't supported by strong medical proof, 
according to court documents.” 

Jury Convicts Palestinian Man Of Being Iraqi 
Agent.  The AP (1/26, Callahan) reports, “Jurors on 
Wednesday convicted a Palestinian migrant accused of being 
an Iraqi agent on six federal charges but could not reach a 
decision on a charge that he tried to sell to Saddam Hussein's 
regime the names of U.S. operatives and agents.” The AP 
continues, “Shaaban Hafiz Ahmad Ali Shaaban, 53, showed 
little reaction as the federal jury returned its verdicts finding 
him guilty of six of seven counts, including acting as an 
unregistered foreign agent, violating sanctions against Iraq, 
conspiracy and witness tampering. …  They could not decide 
his guilt on a charge of violating the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act by allegedly trying in late 2002 to sell 
U.S. intelligence secrets to Iraq for $3 million. No evidence 
was presented during his trial, however, that he had access to 
that classified information. …  U.S. District Judge John Tinder 
set sentencing for April 13 on the six convictions.” The AP 
notes, “Shaaban represented himself during an 11-day trial 
that included testimony by a former Iraqi intelligence officer. 
He repeatedly contended that the government had confused 
him with a dead identical twin brother who worked for the 
CIA.” 

Three Kidnap Suspects Face Federal Charges 
In Ohio.  Cox News Service (1/26, Giordano, Hardy) 
reports, “The FBI on Wednesday brought criminal charges 
against three people accused in the abduction, assault and 
robbery of a Miami University freshman.” Cox continues, 
“Sidney R. Jones, 23, of Richmond, Ind.; Katrina L. Jones, 18, 
of Oxford; and Seth R. Jett, 21, of Richmond were turned 
over to federal custody Monday by local authorities, Special 
Agent Michael E. Brooks said. …  The three had been 
detained at the Butler County Jail following their arrests Jan. 
14 and 15 stemming from a case involving MU freshman 
Ryan Coli. …  The charges were the result of a joint effort by 
the U.S. Marshals Service and the FBI in three states.” Cox 
adds, “The three appeared Wednesday in U.S. District Court 
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(in Oxford, OH) where Magistrate Judge Timothy S. Hogan 
ordered them held pending a detention hearing Jan. 30, when 
the court will determine bond.” 

Supreme Court To Hear Lethal Injection Case.  
The Washington Post (1/26, A3, Lane, 744K) reports, “The 
Supreme Court agreed yesterday to decide when death row 
inmates may challenge lethal injection as a method of capital 
punishment, in a surprise decision issued after the justices 
dramatically stopped the execution of a Florida prisoner who 
was already strapped to a gurney preparing to die.”  The High 
Court said it will hear convicted murderer Clarence Hill’s 
“claim that he should have an opportunity to argue that his 
civil rights would be violated because the chemicals used to 
execute him would cause excessive pain.  It is a claim that 
has been pressed with growing frequency by capital defense 
lawyers around the country in recent years -- but that has 
generally not yet succeeded, either in lower courts or at the 
Supreme Court.” 

The AP (1/26, Holland) reports, “Lethal injections are 
used in most states that have capital punishment, and there's 
been a growing dispute over the way they are carried out. …  
The Supreme Court has never found a specific form of 
execution to be cruel and unusual punishment, and the latest 
case from Florida does not give Court members that 
opportunity. The justices will, however, spell out what options 
are available to inmates with last-minute challenges to the 
way they will be put to death.” The AP adds, “Florida inmate 
Clarence Hill, who filed the appeal, had been strapped to a 
gurney with intravenous lines running into his arms Tuesday 
night when he won a temporary Supreme Court stay, Hill's 
lawyer said. The stay was signed by Justice Anthony M. 
Kennedy. …  The full Court announced Wednesday that the 
stay would be permanent until justices decide whether an 
appeals court was wrong to prevent Hill from challenging the 
lethal injection method. …  The argument is expected April 
26, with a ruling before July.” 

Texas Executes Man For 1992 Murders.  The 
Associated Press (1/25) reported that Marion Dudley, an 
“Alabama man who was part of a ring that shuttled drugs from 
Texas to his home state was executed [Wednesday] for the 
slayings of four people in Houston nearly 14 years ago.”  But 
the AP noted that Dudley maintained he wasn’t at the house 
where the murders occurred the night of June 20, 1992, when 
“six people were shot, four of them fatally, in what authorities 
said was a drug dealer ripoff.”  Dudley was “the first Texas 
inmate put to death this year.”  The wire service added, 
“Besides Dudley, Arthur ‘Squirt’ Brown, of Tuscaloosa, was 
convicted of capital murder and sentenced to death.  Now 35, 
he remains on death row.  A third man, Tony Dunson, also 

from Alabama and 19 at the time of the shootings, received a 
life sentence.” 

ID Theft Complaints Rising, But Rate Of 
Increase Down.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Conkey) 
reports, “Businesses, law-enforcement agencies and 
consumers may be beginning to turn the tide in the war 
against identity theft, data from the Federal Trade 
Commission suggest.  Identity-theft complaints were up again 
last year to nearly 256,000, the FTC said, but that was only 
3.5% higher than the year before. In 2004, complaints rose by 
15% and in 2003 by 33%. …  Industry officials and analysts 
say the development and widespread adoption of antifraud 
technologies are responsible for lower levels of card fraud.”  
The article also said, “the FTC is expected to announce today 
tough action against” ChoicePoint Inc., which “is expected to 
agree to pay a multimillion-dollar penalty to settle alleged 
data-security violations stemming from a yearlong 
investigation by federal regulators, according to a person 
briefed on the matter.”  

Jury Reject Insanity Defense, Convicts Killer 
of Accused Pedophile Priest. The New York Times 
(1/26, Zezima) reports, “Rejecting an insanity defense, a state 
jury on Wednesday convicted an inmate of the prison murder 
of John J. Geoghan, a defrocked priest who was accused of 
molesting 150 boys. …  Judge Francis R. Fecteau of 
Worcester District Court sentenced the inmate, Joseph L. 
Druce, to life in prison without parole, in addition to the life 
sentence he is serving for another murder.  …  Prosecutors 
argued that Mr. Druce was a calculated killer who planned the 
murder for weeks and saw Mr. Geoghan as a trophy.  But Mr. 
Druce's lawyer, John LaChance, painted his client as 
someone who ‘never had a chance,’ unwanted from birth and 
the victim of physical and sexual abuse for much of his 
childhood and teenage years.” 

Girl’s Death Highlights “Dual-Track” Handling 
Of Abuse Reports.  The Christian Science Monitor 
(1/26, Ridberg) reports, “Calls to New York's child-abuse hot 
line have spiked dramatically ever since Nixzmary Brown was 
buried.”   The Monitor notes that the girl, allegedly killed by 
her stepfather, “captured the hearts and minds of New 
Yorkers who never want to see such a tragedy happen 
again.”  However, the article says, “the city is left with the tall 
task of distinguishing the serious cases of abuse from reports 
of neglect. This is one of the most controversial challenges 
facing social welfare systems nationwide.”  The article says 
that some states have adopted a dual-track system that 
divides complaints “into two groups.”  This approach “aims to 
ease systems overburdened with poverty-related neglect 
reports and focus aggressive tactics on the rarer cases of 
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abuse,” the article says.  It “has been adopted in various 
states, including Michigan, Missouri, Minnesota, and North 
Carolina.  In Minnesota, one recent study shows the law 
improved the safety of children by providing better services 
for families such as food.”  However, the article notes, New 
York City fears that under a dual-track approach “an abused 
child may be handled as a neglect case.” 

Fairfax County, VA, Police “Accidentally” 
Shoot, Kill Optometrist Suspected Of 
Gambling.  The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Jackman) 
reports, “Fairfax County's police chief said yesterday that one 
of his officers accidentally shot and killed an optometrist 
outside the unarmed man's townhouse Tuesday night as an 
undercover detective was about to arrest him on suspicion of 
gambling on sports.  Police had been secretly making bets 
with Salvatore J. Culosi Jr., 37, since October as part of a 
gambling investigation, according to court records.”  In the 
incident, “Culosi came out of his townhouse on Cavalier 
Landing Court about 9:35 p.m. and was standing next to the 
detective's sport-utility vehicle, police said, when the detective 
gave a signal to tactical officers assembled nearby to move in 
and arrest Culosi.  ‘As they approached him . . . one officer's 
weapon, a handgun, was unintentionally discharged,’ said 
Fairfax Police Chief David M. Rohrer.  Culosi was not making 
any threatening moves when he was shot once in the upper 
part of his body, police said. He was taken to Inova Fairfax 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.” 

Crimes Prompt DC Police To Beef Up Presence In 
Neighborhood.  The Washington Post (1/26, B1, 
Schwartzman) reports,  “A spate of crimes outside Adams 
Morgan clubs and bars, including two assaults in which 
victims were left in critical condition, has prompted police to 
plan greater deployment in the area. …  A business group 
plans to supplement the effort with a contingent of security 
guards and off-duty police to patrol the area on weekends, 
said Josh Gibson, executive director of Adams Morgan's 
newly formed business improvement district.  Thousands of 
people pour into Adams Morgan on weekend nights, drawn 
by its cafes and clubs.” 

Father Charged With Gun Offenses In Daycare 
Shooting.  The Washington Post (1/26, B1, Londoño) reports 
that John L. Hall, who is the “father of an 8-year-old boy 
arrested in the shooting of a 7-year-old girl at their 
Germantown day-care center provided his son with violent 
video games and showed him how to cock and release a gun 
hammer the day before the boy pulled the trigger, a 
prosecutor said yesterday” at Hall’s bond hearing.  The Post 
reports, “Hall's sister, Darlene Hall, 53, disputed the 
prosecutor's characterization of her brother's influence over 
the child.”  The article adds, “Montgomery District Court 
Judge Mary Beth McCormick reduced Hall's bond to $75,000 

yesterday after authorities charged him Tuesday with leaving 
a firearm within reach of an unsupervised minor and two other 
gun charges." 

NYTimes Columnist Pans Show About 
Innocence On Death Row.  In a  New York Times 
(1/26) column, Joshua Marquis disapproves of a new ABC 
drama called “In Justice.”  He writes, “’In Justice’ has received 
dismal reviews. But that hasn't stopped its premise from 
permeating the conventional wisdom: that our prisons are 
chock-full of doe-eyed innocents who have been framed by 
venal prosecutors and corrupt police officers with the help of 
grossly incompetent public defenders.”  Calling this “a 
misconception that has run through our popular culture,”  
Marquis notes that “only 14 Americans who were once on 
death row have been exonerated by DNA evidence alone. 
The hordes of Americans wrongfully convicted exist primarily 
on Planet Hollywood.”  Marquis says that it is “understandable 
that journalists focus on the rare case in which an innocent 
man or woman is sent to prison.”  However, he says, “The 
larger issue is whether those who influence the culture, like 
an enormous television network, have a moral responsibility 
to keep the facts straight regardless of their thirst for drama.  
‘In Justice’ may soon find itself on the canceled list, but 
several million people will still have watched it, and they are 
likely to have the impression that wrongfully convicted death 
row inmates are the virtual rule.” 

Times Writer Wistful For Buttafuoco Era.  In a 
New York Times (1/26) column, Lawrence Downes writes, 
“Before Angie and Brad, before Monica and Bill, there was 
Amy and Joey. Amy Fisher and Joey Buttafuoco — the Long 
Island Lolita and her body-shop lover — with Joey's wife, 
Mary Jo, formed a triangle of passion, obsession and violence 
that became the industry standard for tabloid crime way, way 
back in 1992.  There is an entire generation, or at least a 
cohort, or maybe a handful, or at least one or two journalists 
who remember working on that day in May when the story 
broke, and who still marvel at how that strange crime — a 
housewife in a swanky suburb shot in the face — soon 
became much stranger. It swelled in significance until it made 
headlines coast to coast and around the globe. …  I miss the 
Buttafuoco era. Joey and Amy were the Sid Caesar and 
Howdy Doody of reality TV, relics of a simpler time when 
crime sold newspapers — imagine that — and when the 
culture tended to look down on adultery and teenage 
prostitutes, and when attempted murder carried a hint of 
shame, which presumably was why Amy, in her perp walk, 
went to the trouble of hiding her face with her long brown 
hair.” 
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CIVIL LAW: 
Former Kentucky GE Plant Supervisor Files 
Whistleblower Suit.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A former 
supervisor at a General Electric Co. plant has filed $50.5 
million federal lawsuit that claims that he was fired for 
testifying that GE shipped defective parts to military and 
commercial customers.” The AP continues, “James Richard 
Gardner, of Madisonville, filed the suit Friday in U.S. District 
Court in Louisville. Gardner said he repeatedly alerted 
managers at the Madisonville plant that engine turbine blades 
were not meeting company and government specifications 
and that defective parts were shipped with the knowledge of 
managers to meet production requirements.” The AP adds, 
“Marta Rhyner, a GE spokeswoman, said she couldn't 
comment on specific allegations made in the lawsuit. She 
said the company is ‘confident in the parts produced by our 
employees at Madisonville.’ …  The Defense Department 
began a criminal investigation at the plant in November 2000. 
The Justice Department is conducting a civil investigation.” 

Judge Rules Trustee Request Could 
Jeopardize Adelphia Bankruptcy.  The New York 
Law Journal (1/26, Lin) reports, “In a decision released 
Wednesday in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy of cable company 
Adelphia Communications, the presiding judge said the 
motions by which one group of creditors sought the 
appointment of a trustee to oversee disputes and the 
disqualification of chief Adelphia bankruptcy counsel Willkie 
Farr & Gallagher constituted a ‘nuclear war button’ 
threatening obliteration of a crucial $17.6 billion deal.” The 
Journal continues, “Southern District of New York Bankruptcy 
Judge Robert Gerber's strongly worded 113-page decision, In 
re Adelphia, 02-41729, previously filed under seal, clarified 
his order issued earlier in the week denying the appointment 
of a trustee but granting the disqualification of Willkie lawyers 
from participating in the disputes at issue. Willkie remains 
bankruptcy counsel to Adelphia. …  Those disputes, which 
the requested trustee would have overseen, are between 
different groups of debt holders, all seeking to maximize their 
own claims on the bankruptcy estate, most of the assets of 
which are slated to be sold to rival cable companies Time 
Warner and Comcast for $17.6 billion.” The Journal adds, 
“The potential appointment of a bankruptcy trustee is almost 
always controversial, as such trustees are usually granted 
broad-ranging powers to settle disputes or dispose of assets. 
…  Gerber said the disqualification and trustee motions, 
brought in November by noteholders of Arahova, a subsidiary 
through which Adelphia issued some $540 million in debt, 
seemed designed to ‘purposefully’ imperil that sale as part of 

a ‘scorched earth litigation strategy’ aimed at extracting a 
larger distribution by threatening dire consequences for all.” 

GSA’s Networx Contract Award Delayed By 
Unexpectedly High Number Of Bids.  The 
Washington Post (1/26, D5, Mohammed, 744K) reports, “The 
General Services Administration said yesterday that it got 
more bids than expected for a $20 billion telecommunications 
contract known as Networx,” a “10-year telecom contract, the 
largest ever to be awarded by the GSA,” which is “forcing the 
agency to delay the award so it can evaluate the complex 
proposals.” 

Lockheed Loses Spy Plane Contract.  The Wall 
Street Journal (1/26, A1, Karp, 2.11M) reports, “In 2004, 
Lockheed Martin Corp. won an Army spy-plane contract that 
broke with the past.”  Instead of building it, they “would serve 
as the ‘lead integrator’ -- stuffing somebody else’s hardware 
with high-tech eavesdropping gear.”  However, “Lockheed 
engineers proved unable to load the airframe they were 
buying from Brazil with the equipment the Army wanted. 
Earlier this month, the Army scrapped Lockheed’s contract,” 
in “a setback for Chief Executive Robert Stevens and his 
young ‘integrated solutions’ division,” and “a signal for the 
entire defense industry that de-emphasizing old-style 
hardware in favor of software and systems management isn’t 
a sure path to success.” 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 
Virginia Likely To Vote On Gay Marriage Ban; 
Similar Measure Unveiled In Maryland.  The 
Washington Post (1/26, A1, Jenkins, 744K) reports, “The 
state Senate all but guaranteed on Wednesday that Virginia 
will hold a November referendum on whether to amend its 
230-year-old Bill of Rights to bar same-sex marriages.  The 
Senate voted 28 to 11 to follow the House of Delegates in 
approving the amendment.  Though each chamber still must 
pass the measure adopted by the other, their wording is 
identical and support among the senators and delegates is 
strong.”  Meanwhile, Maryland Republicans “introduced a 
similar measure in the Senate on Wednesday and said they 
believe they have the votes they need to bring the matter to 
an up-or-down vote, despite resistance from leaders of the 
Democrat-controlled legislature.  In the wake of a circuit court 
ruling last week that declared Maryland’s 33-year-old ban on 
same-sex marriage discriminatory, GOP leaders said it was 
important to at least put the matter to a vote.” 

The Washington Times (1/26, Bellantoni, Miller, 90K) 
notes that Maryland Democratic leaders “appear reluctant to 
put a constitutional amendment on the ballot because it could 
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energize conservative voters in an election year in which Gov. 
Robert L. Ehrlich Jr., a Republican, is seeking re-election, and 
Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele, also a Republican, is running for 
the U.S. Senate.”  The Times adds, “In Virginia, state Sen. 
Stephen D. Newman said the constitutional amendment is 
necessary to guard against ‘aggressive’ judges in other 
states, including Maryland, who are trying to redefine 
marriage.  ‘A few judges or a few localities are now 
presuming to change that fundamental meaning for our 
civilization and their actions have created confusion on the 
issue,’ the Lynchburg Republican said.  ‘The federal courts 
are going to leave us with no other recourse.’” 

FBI Mississippi SAC Says Report Could 
Rewrite Till Story.  The AP (1/26) reports, “An FBI report 
on the decades-old murder of 14-year-old Emmett Till could 
rewrite the story of the slaying that put a young man's face on 
racial injustice in the South during that period.”  The AP adds 
that “some details of the crime could have been distorted or 
embellished over the past five decades, the FBI special agent 
in charge of Mississippi, John G. Raucci, told The Associated 
Press this week.  ‘The facts were told one way because that's 
the information that was available at the time,’ Raucci said.  
‘And often times it's through urban legends and folklore -- and 
people who lived in the community pass along information 
from generation to generation -- and the next thing you know, 
they become fact.’  Raucci did not rule out the possibility of 
indictments in the case or provide a timetable for releasing 
the report.”  The AP notes that the FBI report “should soon be 
turned over to District Attorney Joyce Chiles in Greenville.  
‘That does not necessarily mean that everybody involved in 
the Emmett Till case or the overt act is still alive or will one 
day be prosecuted,’ Raucci said. …  ‘Evidence may no longer 
be available.  Individuals who may have witnessed an event, 
time has now gotten the better of their minds.’” 

FBI Reaching Out To NC Hispanics In New 
Human Trafficking Initiative.  The Charlotte 
Observer (1/25, Ordoñez, 234K) reports that with funding 
from the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, 
“The FBI is launching a new effort to raise awareness of 
human trafficking.  Calling it an offense against humanity akin 
to modern-day slavery, the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
Charlotte estimates thousands of victims are trafficked into 
the state each year for forced labor and prostitution.  ‘This is 
something that is flying under the radar,’ said Special Agent 
Kevin Kendrick, who is heading the local campaign. …  In 
conjunction with increased investigative efforts to shut down 
human trafficking rings, the FBI is teaming up with local 
advocacy groups and social organizations to get a message 
out that federal agents should be trusted and not feared.  The 
FBI, Kendrick said, is looking to assist all victims of human 

trafficking, even if they're living in the country illegally.  Not 
only will the FBI protect victims and their rights, Kendrick said, 
the agency also will help them remain permanently.”  The 
Observer adds, “’This is a reprehensible problem,’ said 
Assistant Special Agent Robert Clifford.  ‘We'd look at every 
weapon in FBI's arsenal to countering human trafficking.’ …  
‘We need to let people know it's OK to contact us,’ Kendrick 
said.  ‘This is an affront against humanity.  This goes far past 
someone's immigration status.’” 

Georgia Lawmakers Approve Voter ID Bill.  The 
AP (1/25) reports, “A birth certificate might not be enough to 
vote in Georgia this year - legislation sent to the governor 
Wednesday would require photo identification before voters 
could cast their ballots.” The AP continues, “Gov. Sonny 
Perdue said he would sign it quickly to give counties time to 
prepare for the primary in July and the general election in 
November. …  The U.S. Justice Department also must 
approve the requirement before it takes effect.” The AP adds, 
“The legislation would require voters to have a driver's 
license, military ID or state-issued identification card with a 
photo. Social Security cards, birth certificates and utility bills 
would no longer be accepted. …  Supporters said it would 
help fight voter fraud. Critics argued it would disenfranchise 
the poor, minorities or elderly - people who are less likely to 
have driver's licenses.” 

5th Circuit Rules Against Shreveport In Race 
Bias Suit.  The Shreveport (LA) Times (1/26, McCabe) 
reports, “A federal appellate court changed its stance and 
ruled today in favor of plaintiffs in a discrimination lawsuit 
against the city of Shreveport and its Fire Department, 
overturning a lower court’s decision to dismiss the five-year-
old case.” The Times continues, “The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals remanded the heart of the discrimination case back 
to U.S. District Court in Shreveport. …  The petition originally 
was brought against the city in 2000 by Todd Dean, who was 
not hired by the Fire Department and felt the city’s hiring 
practices discriminated against him because he is white. 
Dean earned a higher test score than some blacks hired then, 
his lawsuit alleges. Other men joined the lawsuit soon after.” 
The Times adds, “The 5th Circuit’s ruling should compel the 
city not only to cease race-based hiring procedures in all 
departments, but also to re-evaluate the continued validity of 
all city programs that incorporate race as a criteria for 
participation,” said local attorney Pamela R. Jones, who 
represented Dean, Shawn Sanders and Jason Matthews in 
the lawsuit. …  The department ended race-based hiring 
practices 11 months before a federal magistrate dismissed 
Dean’s case in December 2004 hoping to avoid further 
lawsuits, according to officials. Now the department relies on 
a pass/fail civil service exam, the educational background and 
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technical training of each candidate and psychological and 
physical ability exams. …  The city has maintained that the 
Fire Department’s hiring practices are based on a complaint 
brought by the U.S. Justice Department in 1980 that said the 
department had discriminated against blacks and women. Up 
to that point, the department had hired only three black men 
in its history, according to court records.” 

SIU Changes Web Descriptions Of Challenged 
Fellowships.  The AP (1/26) reports, “While threatened 
with a federal lawsuit over three graduate fellowships the 
government considers discriminatory, Southern Illinois 
University has tweaked the descriptions of at least two of 
those scholarship programs on its Web site.” The AP 
continues, “The fellowships at issue were said to specifically 
target minorities or ‘underrepresented groups,’ before the 
Justice Department objected last year, but the site now says 
those programs seek to help ‘underserved’ populations. …  
The revisions come as SIU administrators are weighing a 
Justice Department proposal that would head off a lawsuit 
threatened by the government, which in demanding that SIU 
discontinue the fellowship programs has accused the 
university of engaging in ‘intentional discrimination against 
whites, non-preferred minorities and males.’” The AP adds, 
“The university has refused to publicly discuss the proposal it 
got from the Justice Department last week, saying only that 
administrators and key constituency groups were being 
tapped this week for feedback before the university responds. 
…  David Gross, a spokesman for the SIU system, said 
Wednesday the Web site changes were done without the 
consent of the university's president, the Carbondale school's 
chancellor or the system's legal counsel and ‘do not reflect 
the proposed offer from Department of Justice.’” 

Judge Orders EEOC To Pay $1 Million To Law 
Firm For Frivolous Action.  The AP (1/26) reports, 
“The U.S. Equal Opportunity Employment Commission must 
pay more than $1 million to a law firm that it sued 
unsuccessfully for allegations of sexual harassment and 
pregnancy discrimination, a federal judge has ruled.” The AP 
continues, “The EEOC action was a ‘frivolous’ lawsuit against 
Robert L. Reeves & Associates, which practices immigration 
law, U.S. District Judge Dickran Tevrizian said in a ruling 
issued Monday.” The AP adds, “Reeves maintained that the 
EEOC should have known the harassment and discrimination 
allegations the agency was pursuing were part of a scheme 
by two of his former law associates to destroy his firm, said a 
statement from lawyers representing Reeves. …  The EEOC 
has already appealed the judge's findings, said Anna Park, 
the EEOC regional attorney in charge of the Los Angeles 
district office's legal division.” 

ANTITRUST: 
Microsoft Offers To Release Part of Its Source 
Code In EU Antitrust Case.  The Financial Times 
(1/26, Buck) reports, “Microsoft made a concession in its six-
year dispute with European competition regulators on 
Wednesday by offering to give rivals access to parts of its 
Windows source code.  With only three weeks until a 
compliance deadline set by Brussels, which had threatened 
fines of €2m ($2.5m) a day, Brad Smith, the group’s general 
counsel, said: ‘We are putting our most valuable intellectual 
property on the table.’ …  Microsoft’s offer … came in 
response to a European Commission warning last month that 
it would impose fines unless the software group complied 
quickly with Brussels’ 2004 antitrust ruling against the US 
group.  The daily fines would come on top of the record 
€497m payment the Commission ordered in 2004.  The 
regulator said Microsoft had failed to comply with a part of the 
ruling requiring the software group to share information about 
its Windows operating system.” 

The USA Today (1/26, Acohido) reports, “The 
European Commission issued a terse statement saying it 
would ‘study carefully’ Microsoft's announcement ‘once it has 
received the full details.’ …  This is not the first time Microsoft 
has let outsiders view such code. It has granted governments, 
academics and business partners varying levels of access 
under tight restrictions.” 

Reuters (1/25, Lawsky, Zawadzki) reports, “Critics of 
Microsoft contend that protocols are standard software and 
that Microsoft has used what is essentially a digital 
combination lock to make them inaccessible. …  A 
Commission spokesman said if that turns out to be true then 
Microsoft has no right to charge for them. …  However, 
Microsoft says that the protocols include valuable patents and 
that it should be able to charge for their use, an argument 
under review at the Commission.” 

The AP (1/25) reports, “The company's chief counsel, 
Brad Smith, said sharing the part of the Windows workgroup 
server operating system and desktop software code that 
helps rival PCs communicate with Windows servers was ‘a 
bold stroke’ that should answer both EU and U.S. regulators' 
concerns. ..  He insisted that Microsoft had already complied 
in December with an EU order to supply technical information 
by handing over up to 12,000 pages of documentation and 
offering 500 hours of free technical support to rivals worth 
some $100,000. …  An independent monitor nominated by 
Microsoft found last month that the documents were ‘totally 
unfit for its intended purpose.’” 

Move Comes After Justice Department Complaints.  
The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Jacoby) reports, “The move 
came after the Justice Department complained in a court filing 
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this week about Microsoft's compliance with U.S. legal 
requirements -- and six years after a U.S. judge found 
Microsoft violated the Sherman Antitrust Act against 
monopoly abuse. The Justice Department said the Redmond, 
Wash., software giant had provided inaccurate information to 
a technical committee, and described one incident as 
‘particularly troubling’ because it delayed an investigative 
team that had traveled to India. The filing also said the 
company had ‘fallen significantly behind’ in complying with 
monitors' technical requests. …  In 2001, the Bush 
administration dropped the U.S. government's case against 
Microsoft, but ordered it to change certain anticompetitive 
practices.”  

Guidant Accepts Boston Scientific’s Takeover 
Offer.  USA Today (1/26, Iwata) reports, “Medical device 
maker Guidant on Wednesday accepted Boston Scientific's 
$27 billion bid, rebuffing a lower offer from Johnson & 
Johnson and ending a long-running takeover war.” USA 
continues, “The companies have been vying for an edge in 
the growing multibillion-dollar market for medical and heart 
devices, and Guidant's pacemakers, defibrillators and stents 
made it an attractive acquisition target. …  The merger, to be 
completed early this year, will make Boston Scientific the 
world's No. 2 maker of implantable pacemakers and 
defibrillators. Boston Scientific also will gain share in the 
market for heart stent devices, which hold open blood 
vessels.” USA adds, “Most Wall Street analysts and some 
Guidant investors had urged Guidant to take the pricier 
Boston Scientific offer, calling it a better long-term investment 
than J&J's deal. The combined company will have $9 billion in 
revenue in 2006, Boston Scientific says. …  To help close the 
deal and appease antitrust regulators, Boston Scientific 
teamed with Abbott Laboratories. Abbott will pay Boston 
Scientific $6.4 billion in cash to buy Guidant's vascular 
intervention and endovascular businesses.” …  Approvals are 
needed from U.S. and European regulators, plus 
shareholders for both companies.” 

The New York Times (1/26, Feder) reports, “For 
Johnson & Johnson, Tuesday started with a morning 
conference call with analysts to discuss earnings and ended 
with William C. Weldon, the company's chief executive, and 
Robert J. Darretta Jr., the chief financial officer, attending a 
dinner for several dozen institutional investors at the ‘21’ Club 
in New York. Throughout the day and evening, the company 
maintained a rigid silence about the one subject on 
everyone's mind — whether it would respond to a midnight 
deadline to counter Boston Scientific's bold $27 billion offer 
for Guidant.” The Times notes that Johnson & Johnson 
released a statement yesterday “saying the company had 
‘determined not to increase its last offer for Guidant 
Corporation, because to do so would not have been in the 

best interest of its shareholders.’ About the only comment 
was its reminder that Guidant was obliged to pay it a $705 
million breakup fee by today. …  It was a remarkably quiet 
conclusion to the biggest and most contentious takeover 
battle yet in the medical device industry. The outcome leaves 
Boston Scientific as the apparent winner of Guidant, the No. 2 
company in the $10 billion market for defibrillators and other 
implantable devices that regulate human heartbeats.” 

BlackBerry Injunction Hearing Set For Feb. 24.  
The Wall Street Journal (1/26) reports, “BlackBerry maker 
Research In Motion Ltd. and NTP Inc. will appear in U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia Feb. 24 for the 
court to consider a shutdown of U.S. sales and service of the 
popular wireless email device.  In recent court filings, RIM, 
based in Waterloo, Ontario, argued a BlackBerry shutdown 
isn't warranted for various reasons, including recent 
preliminary moves by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
to reject NTP's wireless email patents.  NTP, a Virginia patent 
holding concern, argues a BlackBerry shutdown is 
appropriate, since the court has already found RIM infringed 
on NTP's patents and case law calls for such a shutdown. 
The court could rule on the injunction as early as Feb. 24 or in 
the days following, an NTP lawyer said.” 

NYTimes Says Pixar-Disney Deal Is Chance To 
Reform Disney’s Creative Culture.  The New York 
Times (1/26, 1.19M) editorializes, “A company like” Pixar “— 
and a figure like Mr. Jobs, notable for his dynamic role at both 
Apple and Pixar — doesn’t let itself be bought for money 
alone, though the money is certainly enticing enough. This is 
really an opportunity to infect, and change, the creative 
culture of Disney, which, back in its founder’s day, used to be 
one of the most creative places around” but whose “animated 
films have been nothing to shout about in the past decade or 
so.”  For Pixar and Apple the deal has “only an upside,” and 
“the same is true for Disney, especially if it keeps shedding 
the ways of Mr. Eisner’s old company and allows itself to 
become what may turn out to be, in the end, Mr. Jobs’s 
company after all.” 

ENVIRONMENT: 
Three ELF Activists Indicted On Ecoterror 
Charges In California.  Reuters (1/26, Fitzgerald) 
reports, “A federal grand jury indicted three alleged ‘eco-
terrorists’ on Wednesday on charges of plotting to blow up 
facilities like dams and cell phone towers.  ‘These three 
individuals planned to commit a number of dangerous and 
destructive acts in our region, all in the name of the 
Environmental Liberation Front,’ U.S. Attorney McGregor 
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Scott told a news conference in the California state capital.”  
Eric McDavid, Zachary Jenson and Lauren Weiner were 
“arrested January 13 outside a retail store in Auburn, 
California, following six months of surveillance of McDavid by 
federal authorities. …  The charges were not related to a 
separate 65-count indictment handed down on Monday in 
Washington involving 11 environmental and animal rights 
activists in the Western United States.”  Scott “said the trio 
rented a house east of Sacramento in the foothills where they 
engaged in bomb-making.  At some point, the three were 
joined by an unnamed woman who was a government 
informant.  ‘Because of the exceptional work of the FBI's Joint 
Terrorism Task Force and the brave efforts of a confidential 
source they were prevented from carrying out their planned 
attacks,’ the U.S. Attorney said.” 

EPA Seeks Ban On Chemicals Used In 
Cookware.  USA Today (1/26, Weise) reports, “In a 
surprise turn Wednesday, the Environmental Protection 
Agency moved to eliminate the production of a suspected 
carcinogen used in the making of Teflon and other non-stick 
and non-stain coatings.  The EPA has asked eight 
manufacturers that use a family of chemicals known as 
perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA, to reduce production 95% 
by 2010 and to stop using it altogether by 2015. …  
Environmentalists and consumer groups have long dogged 
the agency to act.  ‘The science is still coming in, but the 
concern is there, so acting now to minimize future releases of 
PFOA is the right thing to do for our environment and our 
health’” says Susan Hazen of EPA's Office of Prevention, 
Pesticides and Toxic Substances.”  According to the article, 
“EPA officials are calling for voluntary PFOA cutbacks 
because ‘under the Toxic Substances Control Act, they don't 
have authority to ban it,’ says Richard Wiles of the 
Environmental Working Group, a public interest group that 
has long fought to bring public attention to PFOA in the 
environment.”  Wiles says that if the chemicals are phased 
out, it “will be ‘the single biggest action the agency has ever 
taken.’” 

The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Eilperin) reports 
favorable coverage of the EPA for this action.   It quotes Ken 
Cook, president of the Environmental Working Group, who 
says, “’This is one of those days when the Environmental 
Protection Agency is at its best. With its announcement today, 
the EPA is challenging an entire industry to err on the side of 
precaution and public safety, and invent new ways of doing 
business. …   As harshly as we have singled out DuPont for 
criticism for its past handling of PFOA pollution, today we 
want to single out and commend the company and 
acknowledge its leadership going forward.” 

DuPont Targeted.   USA Today and the Post both note 
that DuPont was a particular target in the PFOA deal.   In the 

first paragraph of its story, The Washington Post (1/26, A1, 
Eilperin) says, “Eight U.S. companies, including giant DuPont 
Co., agreed yesterday to virtually eliminate a harmful 
chemical used to make Teflon from all consumer products 
coated with the ubiquitous nonstick material.”   Both the Post 
and USA Today note that DuPont recently agreed to a $6.5 
million settlement with the EPA over charges that it hid 
information about the dangers of PFOA. 

ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 7, 2:50, Vargas) 
reported, “Today, the government asked companies to 
virtually eliminate” a chemical used to make Teflon “over the 
next nine years.”  Ross:  “Today, the Federal government 
said DuPont had virtually agreed to eliminate any new 
emissions of the key Teflon chemical at its factories.”  Susan 
Hazen EPA:  “This is the right thing to do.  And we are going 
to move forward with it.”  The New York Times (1/26, 
Janofsky, 1.19M) adds, “DuPont immediately pledged to join 
the” voluntary program,” along with “3M/Dyneon, Arkema, 
Asahi, Ciba, Clariant, Daikin and Solvay Solexis.”  The EPA 
says that “full compliance by the companies and their 
overseas affiliates would lead to a 95 percent reduction by 
2010 in use of the substance, perfluorooctanoic acid, or 
PFOA, and to their total elimination by 2015.” 

Video Highlights Problems With Federal Mine 
Safety Oversight.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 8, 
2:30, Williams) reported, “Those two West Virginia mining 
disasters have now focused a lot of attention on mine safety 
in this country.”  A videotape tape shows “the perils of digging 
for coal.  And the often lax oversight of this nation’s mines.”  
NBC (Myers) added, “This is the inside of Coal Creek Mine in 
southeastern Kentucky. Videotaped by a miner who 
smuggled a camera into work in June 2004 to document what 
he said were dangerous conditions.”  Edwin Pennington “is 
crushed under this slab of rock 200 feet long.”  One “safety 
official who investigated Pennington’s death says his tragedy 
underscores a widespread problem in mines across the 
country.  He says fines are too small to induce companies to 
fix hazards and the entire system has no teeth.”  Tony 
Oppegard, former Mine Safety & Health official: “The 
company has been going on about its business for the last 
year and a half without any consequences thus far.”   

Bush To Push For Reprocessing Of Spent 
Nuclear Fuel.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Fialka, 
2.11M) reports, “The Bush administration plans to announce 
a $250 million initiative to reprocess spent nuclear fuel, a first 
step toward reversing a 1970s policy that rejected 
reprocessing as too dangerous to pursue.”  The 
Administration’s “decision to put the money into its fiscal 2007 
budget to test new technologies is part of an effort to jump-
start the nuclear-power industry at a time when energy prices 

DOJ_NMG_0141955

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/life/20060126/bl_lede26.art.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/25/AR2006012502041.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/25/AR2006012502041.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/26/national/26enviro.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB113824318540956675.html?mod=politics_primary_hs


 

 28 

are high and concerns about global warming make nuclear 
power plants more acceptable.”  The Journal adds, 
“According to nuclear industry officials and others briefed on 
the proposal in recent weeks, the program could be 
announced as early as next week in President Bush’s State 
of the Union address.  If the technology works, it could vastly 
reduce the amount of spent nuclear waste that would have to 
be buried in underground storage, such as at Nevada’s 
Yucca Mountain, set to open after 2012.” 

The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Baker, Linzer, 744K) 
adds the fuel proposal “is part of a broader push by the 
president for domestic and global nuclear energy. With 
worldwide energy demands on the rise and U.S. reliance on 
foreign oil increasing, Bush has held out nuclear power as a 
solution that will not affect global warming.” 

Gore Documentary On Global Warming Has 
Premiere At Sundance Festival.  The Washington 
Post (1/26, A1, Booth, 744K) reports that ex-Vice President Al 
Gore’s documentary on global warming, “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” “had its world premiere at the Sundance Film Festival 
on Tuesday night before an enthusiastic audience that gave 
the former vice president and his movie a big standing O.  
Among the film’s lessons:  Earth’s glaciers are melting, the 
polar bears are screwed, each year sets new heat records.”  
The Post notes, “The core of the film is a one-man, ever-
evolving multimedia slide show that Gore assembled himself.  
A little-known fact:  Since his defeat by George W. Bush in 
2000, Gore has traveled the globe with his bar graphs, 
staging event after event for small, invited audiences.  Free of 
charge.  And he’s presented one version or another of this 
slide show, by his own estimation, a thousand times. …  In 
the film, Gore presents the latest evidence to demonstrate 
how the accumulation of carbon dioxide and other pollutants 
of the industrial age are increasing temperatures.” 

FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS: 
Mueller Recuses Himself From Trade School 
Probe.  Under the headline “F.B.I. Director Recused From 
Investigation Of Weld's Former School,” The New York Times 
(1/26, Healy, 1.19M) reports in “Metro Briefing” that “The 
F.B.I. director will not play a role in the inquiry into Decker 
College, the Kentucky school once run by William F. Weld, 
because the director and Mr. Weld, a Republican candidate 
for governor, are friends and former colleagues, an F.B.I. 
spokesman said yesterday. …  The New York Democratic 
Party had asked that Mr. Mueller recuse himself, according to 
a party spokesman. Mr. Weld has not been accused of any 
wrongdoing involving Decker, which declared bankruptcy last 
fall amid allegations of fraud.” 

Under the headline “Weld's Pal Off Inquiry,” The New 
York Post (1/25, Dicker, 624K) reported yesterday, “FBI 
spokesman Richard Kolko told The Post that while the 
Decker probe was being handled by the special agent in 
charge of the Louisville, Ky., field office, Mueller himself is 
‘regularly briefed on significant investigations and cases.’  And 
while Kolko insisted Mueller ‘has not had a role in directing 
any part of this investigation,’ he said, ‘since the issue has 
been raised publicly, and to avoid even the appearance of 
any conflict, any decisions that would otherwise be made by 
the director in this matter will, instead, be handled by Deputy 
Director John Pistole.’  Kolko's announcement came a few 
hours after state Democratic Chairman Herman ‘Denny’ 
Farrell joined D'Amato in urging Mueller to step aside. …  
Farrell said Weld and Mueller were ‘good friends’ during the 
1980s when both served in the U.S. Attorney's office in 
Boston.  He said Mueller had also contributed to Weld's 
unsuccessful U.S. Senate campaign against incumbent John 
Kerry of Massachusetts in 1996.” 

Minnesota Attorney Charged In Internet 
Pharmacy Scheme.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A lawyer 
has been indicted (in Minneapolis) on federal charges 
alleging he helped an Internet pharmacy illegally obtain 
narcotics and helped its founder hide assets.” The AP 
continues, “Daniel Adkins, who was general counsel for 
Xpress Pharmacy Direct, helped deceive legitimate 
pharmacies into supplying the narcotics that Xpress hawked 
over the Internet and by telephone, according to the 
indictment issued Tuesday.” The AP adds, ‘Federal 
authorities say Xpress filled about 72,000 illegal prescriptions 
for pain killers and other controlled substances, generating 
sales of about $20 million. Authorities shut down Xpress last 
May and company founder Christopher Smith, his accountant 
and a doctor who issued prescriptions were indicted in 
August. …  The indictment alleges that Adkins helped Smith 
hide assets after they learned about the investigation. It also 
alleges that Adkins wrote to legitimate pharmacies from which 
Xpress ordered drugs, assuring them that Xpress was ‘both 
legal and authorized by federal and state statutes.’ …  Adkins 
was charged with conspiracy to distribute and dispense 
controlled substances, wire fraud; unlawful distribution and 
dispensing of controlled substances and misbranding drugs. If 
convicted of wire fraud he could face up to 20 years in prison 
and a $250,000 fine, the U.S. attorney's office said.” 

Drug Ring’s Alleged Second-In-Command 
Pleads Guilty.  The Knoxville (TN) News-Sentinel (1/26, 
Satterfield) reports, “Admitting crimes that could lock him 
away for life made Stephen ‘Black’ Ardis downright scared 
Wednesday.  Ardis, who was captured on secret recordings 
expressing worries that an undercover agent he dubbed 
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‘Superman’ was on his trail, pleaded guilty in U.S. District 
Court to being second-in-command of a Detroit-to-Knoxville 
drug running operation.  But the 26-year-old drug slinger 
made it clear before entering his plea that a possible life 
sentence was a scary proposition he wanted to avoid.  … 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Mike Winck said the massive amount 
of drugs Ardis conspired to put onto Knoxville's streets 
guarantees the Detroit man a 20-year prison term.  … The 
drug ring was broken in November after a probe led by U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration Agent Todd Lee and 
Knoxville Police Department Investigator Bruce Conkey.  It 
was Conkey whom Ardis dubbed ‘Superman’ in a 
conversation secretly recorded by the agents during their 
investigation.”  

Prosecutor Delays Charges In Washington 
Bomb Case.  The Tri-City (WA) Herald (1/25, Trumbo) 
reports, “Benton County prosecutors will need several weeks 
to decide potential charges against a Richland man who says 
he kept bomb-making material because he is a miner.” The 
Herald continues, “Kevin D. Johnson, 49, was released from 
jail Friday, three days after Richland police arrested him at his 
home where they seized gunpowder, nitro-methane and 
about 20 pounds of ammonium nitrate. They also found six 
firearms.” The Herald adds, “Prosecutor Andy Miller said 
Tuesday that no charges were filed during the 72-hour hold 
on Johnson because more investigation is needed. Items 
taken from the home also have to be analyzed by agents of 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, he 
said. …  ‘To prove the elements of the case, we'd have to get 
the ATF to test the items,’ Miller said. …  Richland police 
Capt. Mike Cobb said an ATF agent told him Tuesday 
analysis of the items found at Johnson's home would be 
completed in two to four weeks. …  Cobb said the 
investigation also involves 91 blasting caps that allegedly 
belonged to Johnson that were found Jan. 15 at a home in 
Franklin County. Cobb said officers discovered the caps in a 
closet of a man's home after they investigated a domestic 
violence complaint.” 

IMMIGRATION: 
Daughter Of Former Chilean Dictator Pinochet 
May Seek Asylum In US.  Reuters (1/26) reports, “The 
eldest daughter of former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet 
on Wednesday asked the United States to grant her political 
asylum after she fled tax charges in Chile, Chilean officials 
said.” Reuters continues, “Lucia Pinochet Hiriart, 60, was 
being moved to an immigration detention center late on 
Wednesday after spending most of the day at Dulles 
International Airport near Washington, Chile's Foreign 

Relations Minister Ignacio Walker told local radio in Santiago. 
…  Earlier, Interior Minister Francisco Vidal said Chile had 
been told that Pinochet Hiriart had asked for asylum. …  ‘In 
the coming two or three days we will have a decision from the 
United States which, I insist, will be a rejection (of asylum),’ 
Walker said.” Reuters adds, “U.S. officials would not confirm 
that Pinochet Hiriart had requested asylum. …  ‘Lucia 
Pinochet is currently in U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
custody at Dulles International Airport, pending resolution of 
her immigration status,’ said Jarrod Agen, a spokesman for 
the Department of Homeland Security. …  Pinochet Hiriart 
has been charged with tax fraud related to some $1 million in 
undeclared taxes and falsification of documents as part of a 
widening tax evasion and fraud investigation involving the 
Pinochet family.” 

TAX: 
Jury Finds “Survivor” Winner Hatch Guilty Of 
Tax Evasion.  The AP (1/26, Henry) reports, “Richard 
Hatch, who won $1 million in the debut season of the reality 
show ‘Survivor,’ was found guilty Wednesday of failing to pay 
taxes on his winnings and taken straight to jail.” The AP 
continues, “Hatch remained calm as the court clerk read the 
verdict. He waved goodbye to family members, then was 
handcuffed and taken into custody after U.S. District Judge 
Ernest Torres said he was a potential flight risk. …  The 
charges carry up to 13 years in prison. Torres said he 
expected a sentence of between 33 months and 41 months, 
but said the time could be longer because prosecutors say 
Hatch committed perjury. Sentencing was scheduled for April 
28.” The AP adds, “Hatch, 44, was also convicted of evading 
taxes on $327,000 he earned as co-host of a Boston radio 
show and $28,000 in rent on property he owned. He was 
acquitted of seven bank, mail and wire fraud charges related 
to a charity, Horizon Bound, he planned to open for troubled 
youth. …  Hatch's lawyer, John MacDonald, said he would 
appeal the verdict. He said Hatch was aware of the possibility 
of jail time.” 

Former Washington Man Wanted On Tax 
Charge Captured In Panama.  The Puget Sound 
(WA) Business Journal (1/26) reports, “The U.S. Department 
of Justice said Wednesday that former Renton resident David 
Struckman has been captured in Panama. Struckman had 
been charged by the Internal Revenue Service for running an 
operation that promoted tax-avoidance plans.” The Journal 
continues, “Struckman was indicted in 2004 and charged with 
conspiracy to defraud the United States. He then 
"disappeared," according to a Justice Department 
spokeswoman. He was arrested in Panama earlier this month 
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and deported, the department said, and will be transported to 
Western Washington.” The Journal adds, “The government 
alleges that Struckman and four others sold ‘Global 
Prosperity’ wealth-building products, including videotapes, 
CDs and seminars, which ‘included fraudulent methods of 
income tax elimination.’ ..  The seminars cost as much as 
$37,000 to attend and, according to the government, the 
group then concealed income earned from the products by 
using bogus trusts and offshore bank accounts.” 

CONGRESS-ADMINISTRATION: 
Full Senate Begins Debate On Alito 
Confirmation.  CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) 
reported, “The full Senate debate is under way on Samuel 
Alito’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court.  A day after the 
judiciary committee cast the divided vote over Alito, 
Republicans and Democrats are voicing fierce support and 
opposition to the President’s choice for the high court.”  Alito 
“met today with Republicans senators whose majority votes 
are expected to seal his confirmation despite strong 
Democratic opposition.”   

NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 3, 1:00, Williams) 
reported, “As the full Senate began debating his Supreme 
Court nomination, Judge Samuel Alito took something of a 
pre-victory lap on Capitol Hill, thanking Republicans who 
helped move his nomination to the expected finish line.  On 
the Senate floor, Democrats continued to call him a bad 
choice, while Republicans praised him.”  Currently, “Alito has 
enough support to be confirmed right now.” 

The AP (1/26, Holland) also says Alito “took a victory 
lap in the Senate on Wednesday, accepting congratulations 
from Republican leaders as lawmakers moved toward 
confirming him in a largely party-line vote.”  Reuters (1/26) 
adds Alito “appeared to have the votes for confirmation…as 
the Senate began a bitter debate.” 

The Washington Times (1/26, Hurt, 90K) says 
Republicans “rounded up the 60 votes they need to block any 
attempt to filibuster his nomination.”  Meanwhile, Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy “called the vote on the nomination ‘the vote of a 
generation.’” 

Fox News’ Special Report (1/25, Angle) reported, 
“Though Alito appears to be on track for confirmation and 
though it appears Democrats aligned against Alito do not 
have the votes to sustain a filibuster, Virginia’s Republican 
Senator George Allen felt it necessary to issue a warning 
today.”  Allen:  “My reaction is if they move forward with such 
a filibuster, my reaction is, ‘make my day.’  We will enjoy 
pulling the constitutional trigger to allow Judge Alito a fair up-
or-down vote.”  

ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 6, 1:15, Vargas) 
reported, “Senators were divided along party lines.”  Sen. 
Hillary Clinton:  “Roe v.  Wade is at-risk.  The privacy of 
Americans is at-risk.  Environmental safeguards, laws that 
protect workers from abuse or negligence.  Laws, even, that 
keep machine guns off the streets.  All these and many other, 
are imperiled.”  Sen. Edward Kennedy:  “The record 
demonstrates that we cannot count on Judge Alito to blow the 
whistle when the President is out of bounds.  He is a long-
standing advocate of expanding executive power.”  Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist:  “Judge Alito deserves to become 
Justice Alito.  And those who oppose him are smearing a 
decent and honorable man and posing an unfair political 
standard on all judicial nominees.”   

Bush Meets With Alito’s Former Clerks.  CNN’s The 
Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported the President met 
“with about 40 people, Republicans and Democrats, who’ve 
clerked for Judge Alito. It is another attempt to drive home the 
administration’s insistence that Alito is qualified and deserves 
a quick and fair up or down Senate vote.” 

Novak Says Red State Democrats Who Oppose 
Alito Regret Vote.  Syndicated columnist Robert Novak 
(1/26) writes that Sens. Kent Conrad and Byron Dorgan of 
North Dakota, “Bill Nelson of Florida, Tim Johnson of South 
Dakota, Ken Salazar of Colorado, Mary Landrieu of 
Louisiana, and Mark Pryor and Blanche Lincoln of Arkansas 
are red state Democrats who voted to confirm Chief Justice 
John Roberts.  While Roberts is no less conservative than 
Alito…these Democrats who voted for the chief justice have 
been under intense pressure from the left to oppose Alito.  All 
such senators may be willing to risk a politically unpopular ‘no’ 
vote, partly thanks to disappointing Senate Republican 
candidate recruitment this year.”  Novak notes, “The 
contention that President Bush’s nominee is outside the 
‘mainstream’ is the major talking point against Alito, but polls 
show support for him and his endorsement of spousal 
abortion notification.  That debate’s outcome may determine 
whether senators who vote against Alito will suffer at the polls 
this year and in the years ahead.” 

NYTimes Urges Democrats To Filibuster Alito’s 
Nomination.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) 
editorialized that Alito’s “elevation will come courtesy of a 
president whose grandiose vision of his own powers 
threatens to undermine the nation’s basic philosophy of 
government --- and a Senate that seems eager to cooperate 
by rolling over and playing dead.  It is hard to imagine a 
moment when it would be more appropriate for senators to 
fight for a principle.  Even a losing battle would draw the 
public’s attention to the import of this nomination.”  The Times 
adds, “Senate Democrats, who presented a united front 
against the nomination of Judge Alito in the Judiciary 
Committee, seem unwilling to risk the public criticism that 
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might come with a filibuster -- particularly since there is very 
little chance it would work. Judge Alito’s supporters would 
almost certainly be able to muster the 60 senators necessary 
to put the nomination to a final vote.  A filibuster is a radical 
tool.  It’s easy to see why Democrats are frightened of it.  But 
from our perspective, there are some things far more 
frightening. One of them is Samuel Alito on the Supreme 
Court.” 

Roberts, Alito Appointments Called Bush’s 
Greatest Domestic Successes Since 2003.  The Wall 
Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) editorializes, “With at least 52 
Senators already on record in support, it’s clear that -- short of 
some smear ex machina -- liberal Democrats can’t stop 
Samuel Alito from being confirmed to a seat on the Supreme 
Court.  So it’s a good moment to consider what this says 
about our politics and what it means for the Court as it enters 
a new era.  One conclusion is that the confirmation of both 
Chief Justice John Roberts and Judge Alito marks the most 
important domestic success for President Bush since his 
2003 tax cuts.”  The “Alito-Roberts ascendancy also marks a 
victory for the generation of legal conservatives who earned 
their stripes in the Reagan Administration. …  The Roberts-
Alito Court also represents a notable, and greatly satisfying, 
rebuke for the legal left and its ‘borking’ strategy.” 

Bush Resubmits Nominee Previously Blocked 
By Democrats.  The Washington Post (1/26, A3, 
Babington, 744K) reports the White House “renominated Brett 
M. Kavanaugh to the US Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit.  President Bush nominated Kavanaugh, the 
White House staff secretary, in July 2003, but he fell victim to 
intense battles between Senate Democrats and Republicans 
over numerous judicial appointments.  A May 2005 bipartisan 
pact averted a showdown over judicial filibusters and enabled 
some contested nominees to win confirmation. But it left 
Kavanaugh in limbo.”  The Senate Judiciary Committee’s 
eight Democrats “complained last year that Kavanaugh took 
several months to answer their written questions about his 
qualifications.  Other Democrats have noted that Kavanaugh, 
40, has limited courtroom experience and helped 
independent counsel Kenneth W. Starr pursue the Monica S. 
Lewinsky case during the Clinton presidency.” 

Abramoff Prosecutor Among Nominees To 
Federal Bench.  The AP (1/26) reports, “President Bush 
on Wednesday nominated one of the Justice Department's 
lead prosecutors in the Jack Abramoff corruption probe to a 
U.S. District Court seat.” The AP continues, “Noel Hillman, 
chief of the department's public integrity section, was 
nominated for the federal judgeship in New Jersey, where he 
served in the U.S. Attorney's office under Michael Chertoff, 
now secretary of Homeland Security.” The AP adds, “The 

White House was poised to nominate Hillman last summer, 
after New Jersey's two Democratic senators took the 
opportunity to weigh in on Hillman and other nominees in 
exchange for lifting their objections to another candidate Bush 
had nominated in 2003. …  Hillman will step down as chief of 
the public integrity unit next week, but remain in the Justice 
Department's criminal division until he is confirmed, a 
department official said. Andrew Lourie, a career prosecutor 
in Miami, will lead the public corruption-fighting office on a 
temporary basis, the official said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he is not authorized to discuss personnel 
matters. …  Lourie performed the same role until Hillman took 
over early in 2003.” 

Bush Suggests Government Will Not Bail Out 
GM And Ford.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Cooper, 
McKinnon, 2.11M) reports, “President Bush said General 
Motors Corp. and Ford Motor Co. should develop ‘a product 
that’s relevant’ rather than look to Washington for help with 
their heavy pension obligations, and hinted he would take a 
dim view of a government bailout of the struggling auto 
makers.”  In an Oval Office interview, Bush “said that his 
administration has discussed the development of new fuel 
technologies with the nation’s top two auto makers, which 
might make them more competitive, but that he has had no 
talks about the companies’ finances.”  Asked if he had spoken 
to GM Chairman and Chief Executive Rick Wagoner or Ford 
Chairman and CEO William Clay Ford Jr., Mr. Bush replied, 
“Not about their balance sheets. …  And I haven’t been asked 
by any automobile manufacturer about a bailout.”  Asked if 
the government should take “any pre-emptive action,” he 
said, “I think it’s very important for the market to function.”  
Bush “suggested he felt optimistic about the companies’ 
prospects.” 

WPost Says Detroit, Congress Should Embrace 
“Competition.”  In an editorial titled “Managing Detroit,” the 
Washington Post (1/26, A24, 744K) says, “It’s not clear 
whether the GM and Ford restructuring plans will be enough 
to avert bankruptcy. Their difficulties may take on a more 
political tone, particularly since the Midwest is a key 
battleground for presidential campaign strategists.”  But 
“Congress needs to keep Motown’s troubles in perspective. 
They are the result of competitive pressures that most parts 
of the US economy take for granted every day.  And it is 
precisely by embracing competition that the United States has 
become the world’s most powerful economy.” 

Bush Unlikely To Push Large Initiatives In 
State Of The Union Speech.  The New York Times 
(1/26, Stevenson, 1.19M) reports, “Having stabilized his 
political standing after a difficult 2005, President Bush is 
heading into his State of the Union address on Tuesday intent 
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primarily on retaining his party’s slim majority in Congress this 
year and completing unfinished business from his existing 
agenda.”  Unlike last year, “when he used the occasion to kick 
off an ambitious and ultimately failed effort to overhaul Social 
Security, Mr. Bush seems unlikely to reshape the political 
landscape with his speech on Tuesday, members of both 
parties said.”  The Times adds, “Administration officials and 
other Republicans in Washington said Mr. Bush would focus 
on several topics, including health care, spending restraint, 
illegal immigration and the nation’s international economic 
competitiveness, as well as an unapologetic restatement of 
his national security policy.  Much of the speech, they said, 
will be tied together under a broad theme acknowledging that 
the United States is going through transitions that involve 
wrenching dislocation as well as opportunity.”  His aides 
“portray Mr. Bush as undaunted by the plague of setbacks 
last year that loosened his grip on his party and drove down 
his poll numbers, which although up from their lows last fall 
remain at anemic levels.” 

Bush Urged To Tackle Medicare Reform.  David 
Gratzer, a physician and senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute, writes in the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M), 
“Bush will cite rising health costs as a major problem for 
Americans and their businesses, and he will outline steps to 
strengthen health savings accounts as a remedy.”  But “he is 
unlikely to mention Medicare reform -- and that would be a 
mistake. Indeed, if the president is serious about health 
reform, he will have to tackle Medicare. And he can start by 
re-engaging a debate from 1999.”  Seven years ago, Sen. 
John Breaux and Rep. Bill Thomas “completed the final report 
of the National Bipartisan Commission on the Future of 
Medicare. Considering various reforms, they eventually 
settled on a proposal modeled after the popular Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Plan (FEHBP), which covers nine 
million federal employees and their families. Instead of 
today’s one-size-fits-all Medicare structure, they envisioned a 
program where seniors choose among competing private 
plans.  Since then, Washington has debated the size and 
scope of Medicare expansion -- such as the prescription 
benefit -- but the program itself has yet to be fundamentally 
rethought.”  It “needs to be, because faced with Medicare’s 
rising costs over the past four decades, the only real 
response has been a bipartisan exercise in wage and price 
controls.” 

Protestors Sue For Spot During State Of The Union.  
The Washington Post (1/26, A6, Barker, 744K) reports, 
“Organizers planning a protest during President Bush's State 
of the Union address next week say they have been denied a 
permit to hold the demonstration around the U.S. Capitol 
Reflecting Pool because that area has been reclassified as 
part of the security perimeter for the day of the speech.  The 
organizers of the Tuesday protest, called ‘World Can't Wait -- 

Drive Out the Bush Regime,’ say the National Park Service 
and the U.S. Capitol Police initially offered them the Capitol 
Reflecting Pool as a demonstration site but changed their 
minds.  Demonstrators have been told to confine their 
gathering to the gravel walkways on the Mall between Third 
and Fourth streets, farther from the Capitol. The grassy areas 
are fenced off because they are being resodded.”  Travis 
Morales, one of the organizers of the demonstration, “said the 
group was offered use of the area around the Capitol 
Reflecting Pool on Jan. 10 and that the site was not then part 
of any security perimeter. But on Jan. 19, he said, the group 
was told the security area had been expanded to include the 
Reflecting Pool.  He called the change ‘politically motivated,’ 
adding that the Bush administration ‘is trying to push us so far 
away that we can't be seen or heard. …   A protest not seen 
and a protest not heard is not a protest.’”  The demonstrators 
“filed a federal lawsuit yesterday seeking a court order that 
would enable them to gather at the Capitol Reflecting Pool. 
U.S. District Judge Ricardo M. Urbina will convene a hearing, 
possibly today.” 

Many Liberals Upset Kaine Was Chosen To 
Respond To Bush.  USA Today (1/26, Lawrence, 
2.31M) reports, “Virginia Gov. Timothy Kaine lifted the 
Democratic Party’s spirits last fall when he won in a 
conservative state and gave his fellow Democrats some ideas 
about how to replicate his success.  The fruits of victory 
include the honor of being picked to respond to President 
Bush’s State of the Union address Tuesday -- and the wrath 
of liberal bloggers wondering why Democrats didn’t choose 
somebody else. Anybody else.”  The selection of Kaine, “a 
Roman Catholic who opposes gay marriage -- highlighted 
fault lines within the party.  Bloggers on several liberal 
websites were furious for reasons including Kaine’s looks, 
style and obscurity, his open talk about religion, his moderate 
positions and his inexperience in foreign affairs.  ‘What the 
hell are they thinking?’ Arianna Huffington demanded on 
www.huffingtonpost.com. …  Bloggers at dailykos.com, 
talkleft.com and other liberal sites showered cyberspace with 
alternatives: new faces — Illinois Sen. Barack Obama, New 
York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer -- and famous faces -- Al 
Gore, New York Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton.” 

Villaraigosa To Give Spanish-Language Response.  
The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Chen, 958K) reports, 
“Congressional Democrats announced today that Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa will deliver the party’s 
Spanish-language response to next week’s State of the Union 
address. …  This will be the third consecutive year that 
Democrats have offered a Spanish language response to 
Bush’s speech.  Two years ago, Gov. Bill Richardson of New 
Mexico delivered the first such response. Last year, it was 
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jointly given by then Rep. Robert Menendez, now a senator 
from New Jersey, and Sen. Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico.” 

CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) added 
“Villaraigosa’s remarks clearly will be aimed at helping 
Democrats reach out to Hispanic voters right here in the 
United States.” 

Effectiveness Of Health Savings Accounts 
Disputed.  The New York Times (1/26, Freudenheim, 
1.19M) reports, “Bush has made ‘consumer-directed’ health 
savings plans a cornerstone of his policy for addressing 
runaway medical costs, and he plans to push them again in 
the State of the Union address next week.”  But “so far there 
is little evidence that the approach is helping many 
consumers come to grips with the high price of health care,” 
even though “the early results do offer some hope. More than 
two million people have signed up for the plans, which were 
created as part of Medicare overhaul legislation in 2003 but 
were not an option for many people until the health insurance 
sign-up season last fall.  While that is a tiny fraction of the 180 
million Americans with health insurance, some experts say 
the numbers show a notably fast adoption rate for a 
complicated new consumer program.  By other measures, 
though, workers and employers have been slow to embrace 
health savings plans, which are intended to reduce corporate 
health care costs while giving individuals more control of their 
medical spending.” 

In his Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M), David Wessel 
criticizes Bush’s “cure-all for health care,” saying Bush argues 
for making “health care more like the market for tile and 
pipes.”  Adds Wessel, “Set aside the case that only a 
taxpayer-financed, government-organized solution works. A 
Republican president and Congress aren’t going there, and a 
lot of Democrats are skeptical, too. …  A bigger problem is 
that too many healthy (for now) Americans go without 
preventive care, and too many chronically ill Americans don’t 
get care that would avoid costly, painful complications later.  
HSAs don’t help there.  And then there’s the uncomfortable 
fact that 80% of health spending in the U.S. each year is 
spent on 8% of the population. Giving them tax breaks to buy 
health-insurance policies with $2,000 deductibles won’t 
ensure that money is well spent.” 

Robert J. Samuelson writes in the Washington Post 
(1/26, 744K), “Americans want more health care for less 
money, and when they don’t get it, they indict drug 
companies, insurers, trial lawyers and bureaucrats. Although 
these familiar scapegoats may not be blameless, the real 
problem is us.  We demand the impossible.  The changes we 
truly need are political.  We need to reconnect people with the 
public consequences of their private acts.  We should curb 
the subsidization of private insurance.”  Medicare recipients, 
“especially wealthier ones, should pay more of their bills.”  But 

“these changes won’t happen because people don’t want to 
see the costs. We don’t have the health care system we 
need, but we do have the one we deserve.” 

Leavitt Says Government Moving To Solve 
Prescription Drug Program Problems.  The 
Washington Times (1/26, Fagan, 90K) reports, 
“Administration officials yesterday told senators the new 
Medicare prescription-drug program has problems, but they’re 
under control, and states will be reimbursed for covering 
seniors’ prescription costs resulting from the glitches.”  
Senators on the Finance Committee “seemed cautiously 
optimistic at the assurances, but some said Congress will still 
probably need to act.  ‘I think there’s no question that the 
issue of prescription drugs will be back on the [Senate] floor in 
some form this year,’ said Sen. Ron Wyden, Oregon 
Democrat.”  Health and Human Services Secretary Michael 
O. Leavitt said yesterday, “We’ve identified the problems, 
we’re working on them and the plan gets better every day.”  
He and Medicare chief Mark McClellan “had a private meeting 
yesterday with committee members to brief them on the 
situation.” 

The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 8, 2:00, Schieffer) 
reported, “It is no secret the new Medicare prescription drug 
program is not off to a great start.  Many elderly have been 
lost in the bureaucratic maze.  Many have found themselves 
with no coverage at all.”  CBS (Andrews) added, “According 
to advocates for senior citizens, in thousands of cases so far, 
drugs might be covered under Medicare, but patients still 
need prior authorization before insurance actually covers the 
drug.  The Center for Medicare Advocacy calls that sleight of 
hand.  What’s the sleight of hand?” Vicki Gottlich:  “I think 
people were promised that they would be able to get all the 
drugs that they require, but they weren’t told that they might 
have to go through a little extra.”  Andrews:  “Medicare has 
ordered insurance plans to solve this saying, ‘we expect prior 
authorization to be resolved at the point of service,’ meaning 
the pharmacy counter. …  So now in this transition to this 
massive new benefit, prior authorization is yet another 
complication in an already-troubled program.” 

OLC Urges Caution For Federal Employees On 
Nonprofit Boards.  Government Executive (1/26, 
Pulliam) reports, “Agencies should be careful about allowing 
employees to serve on the boards of nonprofit organizations 
that have an interest in their work, according to a recent 
opinion published by the Justice Department's Office of Legal 
Counsel.” GE continues, “Federal executives can serve as 
officers or directors at nonprofit organizations, a 19-page 
opinion released Jan. 11 stated. But agencies should take 
into account the appearance of an ethical violation before 
permitting employees to serve in a group that handles issues 
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related to their government work. …  ‘Government employees 
[have a] . . . duty to “avoid any actions creating the 
appearance that they are violating the law ... or ethical 
standards,”’ the Justice office's opinion said. …  ‘If an outside 
organization in which an employee is a director has been 
advocating its views directly to the federal government on a 
matter that the organization has identified as especially 
significant, there is a significantly heightened risk that the 
employee ... will at least appear less than independent in his 
judgments,’ the legal counsel stated. ‘And that risk ... calls for 
serious consideration by the employee's agency.’ …  Federal 
law requires government employees to recuse themselves 
from work activities when a nonprofit on which they serve has 
a financial interest in the matter. But just because nonprofits 
spend money advocating a position does not necessarily 
mean they have a financial interest in an agency action, 
according to the opinion.” GE notes, “The case leading to the 
opinion originated in July 2004 when a senior executive at the 
Education Department was told by the Office of Government 
Ethics that election to the Senior Executives Association 
board of directors would result in a criminal conflict of interest 
due to his service on his department's Executive Resources 
Board.” 

Senate Committee Opens Hearings Into 
Lobbying Reform.  USA Today (1/26, Drinkard, 2.31M) 
reports that after “weeks of calls for restrictions on how 
lobbyists influence Congress, lawmakers began Wednesday 
to grapple with the thorny details of just how to do it.”  The 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee opened the first congressional hearing on 
reforms, and “lobbyists argued against proposals to ban 
privately financed trips for House and Senate members and 
their aides, saying travel helps them make good policy 
decisions in an era of globalization.”  And some senators 
“rejected calls for more restrictions, saying problems…are 
rooted in lawmakers’ own behavior, the way Congress 
operates and a failure to enforce rules already on the books.”  
The Washington Post (1/26, A6, Milbank, 744K) reports 
lawmakers “had no difficulty conceding they had a problem.  
But there was yawning disconnect between the problem and 
the proposed remedies.  While most everybody agreed that 
Congress was being subverted by lawmakers’ reliance on 
lobbyists for campaign cash, the proposals getting the most 
serious consideration yesterday were relatively minor: 
whether to ban lobbyist-paid lunches or a few million dollars’ 
worth of privately funded congressional trips.”  Both 
newspapers quote Sen. Tom Coburn saying, “I don’t believe 
lobbying reform’s the problem; I believe Congress is.” 

However, CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Koppel) 
called the hearing “a bipartisan show of support for what 
Democrat Joe Lieberman called ‘doing away’ with what they 

believe is the faulty impression that their votes go to the 
highest bidder.  The high-flying days of Congressional 
lobbying could be in for a rough landing as Democrats and 
Republicans alike rushed to put luxury vacations and 
expensive meals on the Congressional chopping block.”  The 
AP (1/25, Abrams) quotes Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Chairman Susan Collins saying, “The 
public’s trust in Congress is perilously low.”  The panel’s 
ranking Democrat, Sen. Joseph Lieberman, similarly said, 
“The status quo stinks and cries out for us to clear the air.” 

McCain Testifies In Opposition To Earmarks.  The 
Washington Post (1/26, Branigin, 744K) reports Sen. John 
McCain, appearing as a witness before the panel, “was one 
of several senators to denounce earmarking, a practice he 
called ‘disgraceful.’  He outlined one of several proposals to 
tighten rules and require greater disclosure of lobbying 
activities.  But he told the committee, ‘We’re not going to fix 
this system until we fix the earmarks.’”  But “representatives of 
lobbying organizations urged the committee today not to 
overreact to what they described as the unscrupulous 
activities of one corrupt lobbyist,” and Minority Whip Richard 
Durbin said the problem “goes beyond earmarks and that 
solving it must start with reducing the ‘outrageous expense’ of 
political campaigns.” 

Lewis Offers Steps For Earmarking Reforms.  
House Appropriations Committee Chairman Jerry Lewis 
writes in Roll Call (1/26), “The president’s budget contains 
numerous earmarks inserted by nameless, faceless 
bureaucrats within each government agency. Teach for 
America, The Points of Light Foundation, and America’s 
Promise are just a few examples of unauthorized, limited-
scope initiatives that routinely receive a line-item request in 
the president’s budget. Yet elected representatives know 
more about local, state or national priorities than the Beltway 
bureaucracy. It would be a mistake to ignore this expertise 
when determining how to allocate scarce federal dollars.”  
Lewis calls for “curbing the appetite to spend by sharply 
reducing the number of earmarks in annual spending bills and 
making the appropriations process more open and 
transparent. In order to succeed, the House and Senate must 
jointly embrace these efforts. Specifically, the leadership of 
the House Appropriations Committee recommends the 
following:  1) Sharply limit the number of Member project 
requests. …  2) Require increased accountability, disclosure 
and transparency by requiring that Member request letters be 
made public prior to House consideration of each 
appropriations bill. …  3) Require that all project requests be 
submitted in writing to the appropriations subcommittee of 
jurisdiction via a Member-signed request letter or form.  4) 
Establish clearly defined criteria for all project requests and 
require Members to specify how each project meets the 
criteria. …  5) Increase the proportion of projects that have a 
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dollar-matching requirement. …  6) Require all 
Congressionally approved projects to go through a formal 
executive branch contracting and auditing process.  7) Finally, 
require that all other committees adopt similar earmarking 
reforms.” 

Nelson, Coleman Call For Independent 
Commission.  The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Curtius, 958K) 
reports Sens. Ben Nelson and Norm Coleman, “convinced 
that Congress cannot overhaul its rules on ethics and 
lobbying in the politically charged atmosphere of an election 
year,” called for the creation of an independent commission 
for the job.  But their “proposal faced quick resistance from 
two senators leading the reform push,” Lieberman and 
McCain, both of whom said they “feared creating an 
independent commission and that waiting for it to act would 
slow the momentum for change.”  McCain said, “I don’t want 
to wait.  We’ve got to act quickly.” 

House Democratic Leaders Float “Toughest 
Lobbying Reform Package Yet.”  Roll Call (1/26, Newmyer) 
reports House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, Minority Whip 
Steny Hoyer, and Democratic Caucus Chairman James 
Clyburn “circulated principles” of the “toughest lobbying 
reform package yet” to Democrats, seeking their support.  
The measure would “force lawmakers to report when they are 
sponsoring earmarks, require them to pay fair market value 
for travel on private jets and create an office of public integrity 
to oversee these and other new lobbying rules.  Details of the 
plan emerged after a day in which lawmakers on both sides 
of the Capitol traded barbs, with each party claiming to want a 
bipartisan solution, but finding no partner across the aisle.” 

GOP Ends Vestige Of “K Street Project.”  The 
Washington Post (1/26, A2, Birnbaum, 744K) reports the 
GOP has ended a “long practice of routinely summoning 
lobbyists to the Capitol to try to persuade them to hire their 
aides and colleagues,” a “remnant of the K Street Project 
once championed by Rep. Tom DeLay.”  The Senate 
Republican Conference staff director said Wednesday that a 
“K-Street-job-vacancies memo -- the heart of Congress’s 
remaining involvement in the effort these days -- will no longer 
be distributed during high-level meetings hosted by the 
conference on Capitol Hill between lawmakers and lobbyists.” 

Hill Staff May Rush To Lobbying Jobs Before Rules 
Change.  Roll Call (1/26, Ackley) writes that while the two 
parties “might not agree on all things lobbying,” they “seem 
united on doubling the current one-year cooling-off period for 
newly minted advocates.  And that has Congressional 
staffers, who already had an eye toward employment on K 
Street, stepping up their job-seeking efforts.  Lobbyists, 
headhunters and Capitol Hill aides speculate that a mini-
exodus of staffers from both sides of the aisle may be coming 
as a result.” 

ASAE Opposes Proposal To Ban Privately Funded 
Travel For Lawmakers.  The Washington Post (1/26, A23, 
Sarasohn, 744K) reports in its “Special Interests” column, 
“The American Society of Association Executives (sometimes 
referred to as the ‘association of associations’) is weighing in 
on plans to overhaul lobbying laws. ASAE, like some other 
trade groups, is concerned Congress may being acting too 
fast. ASAE opposes a measure that would ban all privately 
funded travel for members of Congress because, it believes, 
the ban would discourage true fact-finding trips and meetings 
with diverse groups.”  

DeLay Unrepentant As Ethics Talk Dominates 
Washington.  In his Washington Post (1/26, A25, 744K) 
column, George Will writes of a visit with Tom DeLay in 
Richmond, Texas, writing, “Most people, battered as he 
recently has been, would be curled up on the carpet in a fetal 
position.  But DeLay is as direct and uncomplicated as the 
tool that supplies his nickname -- ‘The Hammer’ -- and his 
faults do not include being a whiner.  Furthermore, he is not 
about to plea-bargain in the court of public opinion.  He 
chafes under prudential reticence: His attorneys tell him not to 
trumpet the fact that the Justice Department told them he is 
not a target in the Jack Abramoff investigation.  But about 
other matters, the bantam is belligerent.”  And in DeLay 
country, “unlike on the Potomac, the fever for reform is not 
high.  To a visiting columnist who waxes censorious about 
earmarks for highway projects, DeLay responds with a 
notable lack of repentance: ‘You just drove out on one.’” 

Social Security Group Redefines Itself To Push For 
Lobbying  Reform.  The Washington Post (1/26, A23, 
Sarasohn, 744K) reports in its “Special Interests” column, 
“Fresh off its success in raising a grass-roots wave of public 
opposition that helped block President Bush’s plan to 
overhaul Social Security, Americans United to Protect Social 
Security has redefined itself.  The name is shorter -- 
Americans United -- and the mission is broader: public 
corruption, education, health and energy costs, economic 
prosperity and such.  Yesterday, Americans United unveiled a 
$1 million advertising campaign urging support for legislation 
proposed by Democratic lawyers aimed at tightening the 
restrictions on lobbying.”  The group “has received initial 
support from organized labor, including the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees.  Brad 
Woodhouse , director of communication, says Americans 
United hopes to raise $10 million to $20 million from labor, 
individuals and others.” 

Blunt, Boehner Make Case For Their 
Candidacies.  Rep. Roy Blunt, a candidate for House 
Majority Leader, writes in USA Today (1/26, 2.31M), “House 
members cannot ignore recent scandals that have many 
questioning the credibility of our system.  Republicans will 
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regain Americans’ trust by enacting tough penalties for those 
who break the law and focusing on our agenda of limited 
government, personal responsibility and growing the 
economy by returning money to the Americans who earned it. 
…  Lobbying reforms should include new rules governing 
travel and disclosure and regulations subjecting shadowy, 
tax-exempt ‘527’ political groups to the same standards as 
others who attempt to influence the process. Then the 
credibility of honest public servants will be not be questioned -
- even when some try to paint them with the same brush as 
those who break the law.” 

Meanwhile, Rep. John Boehner, a candidate for House 
Majority Leader writes in USA Today (1/26, 2.31M), “House 
Republicans need leadership that will help provide a vision 
and a plan for renewal. We need a leader who will stand up to 
Democrats when they’re wrong, but who has credibility to 
work with them when it’s in the country’s best interests.’  
Boehner adds, “As of now, I am the only candidate who has 
released a detailed plan that would help House Republicans 
regain the spirit and energy of 1994, embrace real reform and 
reclaim the vision responsible for our success.” 

USA Today Says Blunt, Boehner Not Credible 
Reformers.  An editorial in USA Today (1/26, 2.31M) says, 
“The former majority leader, Tom DeLay, stepped down after 
he was indicted in a Texas fundraising case and linked to 
crooked lobbyist Jack Abramoff.  So where is the GOP 
seeking this fresh face and new start? With two lawmakers -- 
Roy Blunt of Missouri and John Boehner of Ohio -- who have 
cozy relations with lobbyists and a penchant for accepting 
perks from corporate friends.”  USA adds, “A third candidate 
for majority leader, John Shadegg of Arizona, is less 
enmeshed with the lobbying establishment and high-powered 
fundraising. That’s one reason he’s given virtually no chance 
of winning.”  USA continues, “Both Blunt and Boehner have 
one point right: Voters are clamoring for change. That 
requires recognition of what’s wrong and the will to do 
something about it. Lawmakers who’ve spent their careers 
accepting perks and raking in special-interest campaign cash 
don’t make for credible reformers.” 

Cornyn Emerges As Senate GOP’s “Self-
Appointed Public Relations Man.”  Roll Call (1/26, 
Pierce) reports, “With President Bush and Republicans 
struggling to regain their standing in public opinion as Senate 
Democrats hammer away daily at every perceived foible or 
folly committed by the ruling majority,” Sen. John Cornyn “has 
made it his mission to strike back.”  Over the past year, 
Cornyn “has become a self-appointed public relations man for 
Republicans in Congress and the White House, filling a 
communications void that has developed in the Senate GOP 
leadership.”  Cornyn said, “I saw it as addressing this quick-
response need that I don’t think we had been set up for 

before, and really didn’t need before the Democrats created 
their war room.  It’s not enough to come back later on, a week 
later, two weeks later, and respond. …  A charge unrebutted 
is a charge believed.”  Cornyn has taken a key role in judicial 
nominations and also spearheaded “an aggressive effort 
among his colleagues in directing staff to send out partisan 
press releases, opposition research papers and talking 
points.”  He is now running for the “low-profile but still 
influential post of vice chairman of the Senate Republican 
Conference, which just happens to be the No. 2 ‘message’ 
position.” 

First Lady’s Approval Rating Is 82% In 
CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll.  CNN’s The Situation 
Room (1/25, Crowley) reported, “In the latest CNN/USA 
Today/Gallup poll, 82 percent of Americans gave thumbs up 
to the way Laura Bush is handling her job. …  Her approval 
rating is almost 40 points higher than her husband’s.”  CNN 
added, “Despite that 82 percent approval rating, only 40 
percent of Americans say they would like to see Mrs. Bush 
run for Senate. The truth is, when people see her as outside 
the world of politics, she is one of his biggest political assets.” 

Cheney Still A GOP Fundraising Draw.  Roll Call 
(1/26, Akers) reports in its “Heard on the Hill” column, 
“Despite a recent spate of bad publicity, Vice President 
Cheney is still a big draw for GOP fundraising.  The vice 
president is slated to be the headline attraction this evening at 
a fundraiser for Sen. Mike DeWine (R-Ohio). Anyone can 
attend for a simple $1,000. But the most generous donors 
may have a picture snapped with the veep: Going for that 
‘max out’ opportunity before Ohio’s primary in May, the 
DeWine re-election campaign is charging political action 
committees $5,000 per photo op.” 

Hillary Clinton Says Bush Disregarding Cities’ 
Needs In Favor Of Tax Cuts.  Reuters (1/25, 
Whitesides) reported, “Democratic Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton accused the Bush administration on Wednesday of 
ignoring the needs of cities in its politically driven zeal for tax 
cuts and told US mayors ‘you are on your own.’  Clinton, a 
potential White House candidate in 2008 who is seeking 
Senate re-election this year in New York, said that since the 
September 11 attacks President George W. Bush had 
reneged on his obligation to states and cities to pay for crucial 
security and social programs.”  Clinton said tax “cuts are 
desirable in the right political and economic climate but ‘it is 
hard to square with the challenges we face at this time of 
terrorist threat.’  At the federal level, ‘the sense of urgency 
that marked the months after the 9/11 attacks has largely 
given way to politics as usual,’ she said.” 
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Clinton Stumbles Over Question On Her Time As 
Wal-Mart Board Member.  The New York Daily News (1/26, 
McAuliff, 729K) reports that Sen. Clinton “easily pointed at 
Wal-Mart yesterday as not doing enough about health care 
but found it a little tougher when asked if she had ever 
suggested the retailer do more when she was on its board of 
directors.  ‘Well, you know, I, that was a long time ago, I have 
to remember,’ she stammered, before pointing to her work on 
health care while First Lady.  She sat on the Wal-Mart board 
from 1986 to 1992.  Her spokesman insisted it's ‘a very 
different company now.’” 

Columnist Says Liberals Increasingly Unhappy With 
Clinton.  Columnist Jonah Goldberg writes in the Los 
Angeles Times (1/26, 958K), “Liberals are sizing up Hillary 
Clinton for the umpteenth time, and they don’t like what they 
see. …  ‘I will not support Hillary Clinton for president,’ wrote 
Molly Ivins, the voice of conventional thinking on the left.  
‘Enough.  Enough triangulation, calculation and equivocation.  
Enough clever straddling, enough not offending anyone.’”  
Goldberg adds, “The New Republic offers perhaps an even 
more devastating critique of Clinton for Democratic 
pragmatists:  She can’t win.  Marisa Katz dismantled the myth 
that Clinton can appeal to ‘red state’ voters because she won 
in upstate New York.  Turns out former Vice President Al 
Gore and Sen. John Kerry each did better in upstate New 
York than she did. …  Meanwhile, a recent Gallup poll 
showed that 51% of Americans won’t even consider voting for 
Clinton.”  Goldberg relates that there is “something oddly 
satisfying in the possibility that Clinton being herself is 
politically disastrous.  And, if she’s really just playing one 
more role according to some classically Clintonian political 
triangulation, there’s something equally satisfying to the 
prospect that even her fans aren’t falling for it anymore.” 

Obey, Frank To Propose Full Public Financing 
Of House Contests.  Roll Call (1/26, Kornacki) reports 
that Rep. David Obey (D-Wis.) “is joining with Rep. Barney 
Frank (D-Mass.) to propose full public financing of all House 
elections.  They announced Wednesday that they will 
introduce the plan, which would bar all candidates from 
fundraising and self-financing in their campaigns, when the 
House reconvenes next week.”  Obey’s “plan would radically 
curtail the financial advantage most incumbents now enjoy, 
even making it difficult for some of them to pay for television 
ads.  And even if Democrats were to unite behind it, the 
prospect on a vote in the GOP-controlled House is less than 
remote. …  Beyond that, the plan also faces an almost certain 
constitutional hurdle, in the form of the Supreme Court’s 1976 
Buckley v. Valeo decision that equated campaign spending 
with free speech.” 

Kondracke Says House GOP Group To Unveil 
“Suburban Agenda” Next Month.  Roll Call 
Executive Editor Morton M. Kondracke writes in Roll Call 
(1/26), “A different kind of agenda -- different from the 
president’s State of the Union address and the anticipated 
Democratic election year document -- is scheduled to be 
unveiled early next month to House Republicans: ‘The 
Suburban Agenda.’  It’s the work of a group of 22 GOP 
Members from across the party’s ideological spectrum and 
led by moderate Rep. Mark Kirk (Ill.), who’s also tried to sell it 
to President Bush’s top political adviser, Karl Rove.”  Kirk said 
“this agenda is designed to answer the problems faced by a 
suburban family as it moves through its day.”  Kondracke 
notes, “There’s clearly strategic political intent behind trying to 
build the 2006 GOP legislative strategy around the suburbs:  
More than half of U.S. voters live in the ‘burbs, and these 
places, formerly Republican strongholds, have been trending 
Democratic in recent years. …  The agenda is designed to 
keep Republicans in power, but many of the items -- 
electronic health records and anti-gang measures, for sure -- 
ought to be bipartisan.  It wouldn’t be surprising if there’s a 
bidding war for the support of the suburbs.” 

Postal Service Opposes Collins Bill On Mail 
Rates.  The Washington Post (1/26, B2, Barr, 744K) reports 
in its “Federal Diary” column, “The U.S. Postal Service 
headquarters launched a blitz yesterday to block a Senate 
bill, contending that the legislation, in combination with White 
House demands, could trigger a 20 percent increase in stamp 
prices in the near future.  The bill’s sponsors, Sens. Susan 
Collins (R-Maine) and Thomas R. Carper (D-Del.), said they 
were ‘outraged that the Postal Service would mislead 
senators.’ In a statement, they said, ‘Nothing in the bill would 
lead to rate increases.’  Government agencies rarely risk 
incurring the wrath of committee chairmen who oversee their 
operations, as is the case with Collins. As head of the 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, she 
has made the overhaul of postal operations one of her 
priorities.  Her bill would create a system of setting mail rates 
that she believes would give the post office greater pricing 
flexibility and would prevent it from raising rates each year in 
excess of inflation as measured by the consumer price index.” 

Federalist Society Protests Nightline Report 
On Scalia.  The Washington Times (1/26, Pierce, 90K) 
reports in its “Inside Politics” column “The Federalist Society 
yesterday called on ABC to investigate a report by its news 
show ‘Nightline’ that suggested Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia had done something unethical by participating 
in a legal seminar sponsored by the group.  ‘The report 
grossly misled viewers about a recent trip Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia took to teach a 10-hour course on the 
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Constitution and separation of powers. ‘Nightline’ suggested 
that Justice Scalia’s trip was a “judicial junket,” and even 
strained to manufacture a link with disgraced lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff,’ Federalist Society President Eugene B. Meyer 
said in a letter yesterday to ABC News President David 
Westin.  The program, which aired Monday, emphasized that 
Justice Scalia had missed the September swearing-in of 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. because of his commitment 
to attend the legal seminar at a Colorado resort, suggesting 
that the jurist spent most of his time playing tennis and 
engaging in other frivolous pursuits.” 

High Court Urged To Look To Foreign 
Opinions In Interpreting Law.  Felix G. Rohatyn, the 
United States ambassador to France from 1997 to 2001, 
writes in an op-ed in the New York Times (1/26, 1.19M), 
“Globalization has made it not only ‘appropriate or useful’ but 
vital to look at foreign laws” when interpreting our own.  
“When we require European support on security issues…our 
job is made more difficult by the intensity of popular 
opposition in Europe to our policy” on the death penalty.  
“Contempt for the laws of our allies is a major factor in our 
increasing isolation in the world,” and “that is why is it is 
deeply troubling that the next member of the Supreme Court 
will most likely share Justice Scalia and Justice Thomas’s” 
opposition to that view.  “Taking the views of 450 million 
Europeans into account is not a sign of weakness on our part, 
nor is it a commitment to change our views” but “simply 
recognition that the laws of our most important allies, our 
biggest foreign investors, foreign employers, foreign 
customers and trading partners are worthy of our attention.” 

OTHER NEWS: 
Home Sales Drop Sharply.  USA Today (1/26, Knox, 
2.31M) reports, “Sales of existing homes fell in December for 
the third-consecutive month, in a surprisingly sharp drop that 
signaled the housing market is cooling off faster than 
expected.  Home resales declined 5.7% from November to a 
seasonally adjusted annual pace of 6.6 million, the slowest 
since March 2004, the National Association of Realtors said 
Wednesday. Western states, notably California, suffered the 
worst, with home sales in the region skidding 11.4% from 
November and from December 2004.”  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/26, Preciphs, 2.11M), however, adds that even if 
“sales of existing homes fell in December to their lowest level 
in three months,” they “still set a record for the year.”  The 
New York Times (1/26, Bajaj, 1.19M) also reports “the 
housing market registered a fifth consecutive year of 
increased sales.”  The data, nonetheless, “appear to suggest 

that the era of rapidly increasing sales may be coming to a 
close.” 

Stocks Down.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) 
reports, “Stocks ended a two-day rally yesterday as a 
worsening profit outlook for oil companies and homebuilders, 
two of the market’s best performers during the last 12 
months, sent prices lower.”  The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 
index “fell 2.18 points, or 0.2 percent, to close at 1,264.68, its 
first drop this week. The Nasdaq composite index lost 4.60 
points, or 0.2 percent, to 2,260.65. The Dow Jones industrial 
average dropped 2.48 points, or less than 0.1 percent, to 
10,709.74, helped by a gain in General Motors.”  The Wall 
Street Journal (1/26, Patterson, 2.11M) and USA Today 
(1/26, 2.31M) also report the stock numbers. 

Oil Industry Defends Record-High Profits.  ABC 
World News Tonight (1/25, story 4, 2:30, Vargas) reported, 
“Some breath-taking numbers from the oil industry today.  
Conoco/Phillips said it made 13.5 $13.5 billion last year, an 
increase of 66% from the year before.  The record-high profits 
are the result of record-high oil and gas prices people are 
paying at the pump and to heat their homes.  So, the oil 
industry is feeling the heat.  Today, it launched a 
counterattack.”  ABC (Stark):  “Today the oil industry tried to 
argue that it’s not just the companies themselves who benefit 
when profits are high.  At the gas pump, where prices are 
once again increasing, news of the huge oil company profits 
had consumers up in arms.”  After “all the numbers are in, 
analysts expect oil industry profits for the fourth quarter to be 
up at least 46% over a year ago.  The industry today was 
quick to go on the defensive, pointing out its earnings are just 
slightly above average for all corporations, just over 7 cents 
for every dollar spent.  It also argued that what’s good for big 
oil is good for average Americans.”  Stark concluded:  “So, for 
oil companies and those who own shares in them, it has been 
a boom year.  But for many consumers, it’s a bust.”  Vargas:  
“Indeed it is.” 

Greenspan To Open Consulting Firm.  When he 
leaves the Fed at the end of the month, Greenspan plans to 
set up a consulting firm, Greenspan Associates, in 
Washington, DC, the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) 
reports.  The Journal adds, “One of his first hires will be 
Michelle Smith, who the Fed said yesterday will leave her job 
as director of its office of board members to join Mr. 
Greenspan’s new firm. …  In addition, the Fed said David W. 
Skidmore, Ms. Smith’s deputy, would become the board’s 
chief spokesman and Rose Pianalto Cameron will oversee 
other public information activities. 

Greenspan Opposes Banking Loophole.  Federal 
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan opposes a regulatory 
loophole that allows corporations to own banks.  The Wall 
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Street Journal (1/26, Wysocki, 2.11M) says Greenspan’s 
opposition puts him “into the middle of an effort by Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. to establish a bank.  Mr. Greenspan’s salvo, 
outlined in a 12-page letter to Congress that was reviewed by 
The Wall Street Journal, is the latest in a controversy over the 
separation of commerce and banking. Wal-Mart, the 
Bentonville, Ark., retailer, is trying to obtain a state banking 
charter in Utah, using precisely the exemption in the banking 
laws opposed by Mr. Greenspan.”  The Journal adds that the 
remarks “could be Mr. Greenspan’s last major statement to 
Congress as Fed chairman.” 

Investors Were Skeptical When Greenspan Took 
Over Fed Chair.  USA Today (1/26, Hagenbaugh, 2.31M) 
reports, “Investors jittery about how incoming Federal 
Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke will pan out can take some 
solace -- folks weren’t sure some guy named Alan Greenspan 
was up to snuff either.  Investors didn’t take the news so well 
on the day in June 1987 when Paul Volcker announced he 
was leaving the Fed after eight years and Greenspan was 
named to his position. Bond markets took their worst one-day 
beating in more than five years, and the dollar fell.”  USA 
adds, “In many ways, Bernanke — although widely respected 
in economic circles — is more of an unknown to the public 
than Greenspan was in 1987. …  But no matter how well they 
knew Greenspan, people in 1987 were still nervous about him 
taking over the Fed.”   

Dow Chemical Loses Appeal On Life-
Insurance Policies.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, 
Matthews) reports, “A federal appeals court ruled Dow 
Chemical Co. is liable for $22.2 million in back taxes and 
interest for claiming tax-income losses on thousands of life-
insurance policies it took out on its employees. …  The ruling 
is a victory for the Internal Revenue Service, which for the 
past decade has been cracking down on companies that take 
out life-insurance policies on their executives and employees, 
often without their knowledge, in order to reduce their 
corporate-tax bill.”  The article says that only Dow Chemical 
had prevailed against the IRS in these cases, but lost that 
victory on appeal.  The article explains that companies took 
out these insurance policies “to generate tax deductions with 
minimal cash outlay. They did this by taking a tax deduction 
for the interest they paid on loans taken out against the 
insurance policies, while allowing the policy to build value tax-
free.” 

Ney Announces He Will Seek Reelection.  CNN’s 
The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported, “A leading target 
in the influence peddling investigation isn’t letting the probe 
keep him from the campaign trail.  Congressman Bob Ney 
announced today that he is running for re-election.  The Ohio 
Republican recently gave up his committee chairmanship.  

State party officials have urged him to give up a seat as well if 
he is indicted.  Ney denies any wrongdoing.” 

The AP (1/26, Hammer) notes that in stepping down as 
chairman of the House Administration Committee earlier this 
month, Ney “acknowledged that his ties to Abramoff were a 
distraction from his duties, particularly as Republicans push 
an ethics reform agenda -- part of which must be 
implemented by the Administration Committee.  But Ney 
spokesman Brian Walsh said no such distraction has affected 
Ney’s work for his district, where he’s known for hands-on 
constituent service and independence from GOP trade and 
labor policies.” 

The New York Times (1/26, Hauser, 1.19M) relates that 
Ney, in a statement, said “that the campaign this year 
promises to be a ‘vigorous’ one ‘and I am ready for the fight.’  
‘I look forward to joining my friends and supporters, including 
the many state and local officials backing my re-election bid, 
as we kick off the 2006 campaign this Thursday and Friday,’ 
he said.”  Ney “is referred to as ‘Representative No. 1’ in court 
documents filed in connection with the corruption scandal 
surrounding” Abramoff.  Ney’s statement “said he would 
announce his re-election bid at a campaign rally in Dover 
tomorrow evening and then travel to the southern part of the 
district for a second rally in Chillicothe on Friday at noon.” 

Roll Call (1/26, Whittington) adds, “Chillicothe Mayor 
Joe Sulzer and Dover Law Director Zack Space are vying in 
the May 2 Democratic primary for the chance to face Ney, 
who has held the expansive 18th district seat since 1994.” 

Ehrlich Says Stem-Cell Funding Decisions 
Should Be Based On Science.  The Washington 
Post (1/26, B4, Wagner, 744K) reports that Maryland Gov. 
Robert Ehrlich (R) “is pushing a plan to spend $20 million next 
year on stem cell research,” but “is not committing himself on 
the question that has stirred the most controversy: whether 
the money should be used primarily for work on stem cells 
derived from human embryos or from less controversial adult 
stem cells.” Ehrlich, in an interview, said, “I’m not going to 
make that decision. …  The point here is that the decision 
should be a function of the science.  These are fundamentally 
science questions, not political questions.”  Ehrlich “would 
leave it to a state-founded technology corporation to decide 
whether to provide grants for work on adult stem cells or work 
on embryonic stems cells, which many scientists say holds 
greater promise but some in his party consider tantamount to 
abortion.”  Ehrlich, “who has supported stem cell research 
since his days in Congress,” said, “The strong pro-life 
members know the administration does not share their views 
on this issue, but we wanted to try to lower the temperature 
on the politics. …  I wanted to try to keep everyone’s eye on 
the ball, and I believe this approach accomplishes that goal.” 
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Republicans Say They Have Bipartisan Support For 
Stem-Cell Bill Filibuster.  The Washington Times (1/26, 
Ward, 90K) reports that Democratic and GOP Maryland state 
senators on Wednesday vowed “to stop a bill that would 
promote the creation of embryos for research.  ‘If [Senate 
President Thomas V. Mike] Miller wants to do this 
extraordinary thing, he will get a filibuster that lasts as long as 
he wants it to last,’ said Senate Minority Whip Andrew P. 
Harris, Baltimore County Republican.  Senate Minority Leader 
J. Lowell Stoltzfus said he had more than the minimum 19 
votes to filibuster.  ‘We think we have 20,’ said Mr. Stoltzfus, 
an Eastern Shore Republican.”  The Times notes, “There are 
14 Republicans in the 47-member Senate, which means six 
Democrats have agreed to filibuster.  Sen. Paula C. Hollinger, 
Baltimore County Democrat, is sponsoring the Senate bill in 
support of embryonic stem-cell research for the second year. 
…  ‘I’m sure they will filibuster, and I’m sure we will round up 
the votes,’ she said.  Mrs. Hollinger also said she would fight 
for the bill and against the filibuster for ‘as long as it takes.’”  

Ford Released From Hospital.  ABC’s World News 
Tonight (1/25, story 9, 0:10, Vargas) reported, “Gerald Ford 
was released from the hospital today.  He spent the last 12 
days being treated for pneumonia at the Eisenhower Medical 
Center near Rancho Mirage, California.  His doctors say he is 
doing well.”   

NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 7, :45, Williams) added, 
“At 92, he is the oldest living former president. His 
spokesperson said he’s doing well but it’s safe to say doctors 
will be keeping a close eye on him.” 

The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Rosenblatt, 958K) 
reports, “Ford, 92, originally had been scheduled to leave 
Eisenhower Medical Center in Rancho Mirage on Jan. 19, but 
doctors kept him for additional treatment.” 

Professors Say Maryland Wal-Mart Defeat 
Stems From Government-Employed Voters.  
Steve H. Hanke, professor of applied economics at Johns 
Hopkins University, and Stephen J.K. Walters, professor of 
economics at Loyola College in Maryland, write in an op-ed in 
the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M), “The consequences of” 
Maryland’s “legislature’s override of Republican Gov. Robert 
Ehrlich’s veto of their ‘Fair Share Health Care Act’ on Jan. 12 
will be tragic for some of the state’s neediest residents.”  The 
reason for the override is that legislators “are simply eager for 
Big Labor’s votes and money and therefore subservient to its 
interests.”  Estimates show “that as much as a third of the 
state’s economic activity stems from federal employment and 
purchases,” that “sector where revenues appear to arrive 
automatically and inefficiency never leads to bankruptcy,” so 
“many Marylanders are simply unmindful of the necessities of 
survival in the private sector.”  This elects legislators who 

“often behave as if business is a problem to be solved.”  
However, “legislators should be mindful that companies like 
Wal-Mart are not the enemy but rather front-line soldiers in a 
real war on poverty.” 

Hamas Wins Palestinian Elections; 
Government Resigns.  The AP (1/26) reports this 
morning, “The Islamic militant group Hamas said Thursday it 
won control of the Palestinian parliament and officials from 
the ruling  Fatah Party confirmed the estimate -- though 
Palestinian election officials delayed the release of preliminary 
official results.”  The claim by Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh 
“was based on reporting by Hamas activists who observed 
the counting in the polling stations, the group said.  He said 
Hamas had won about 70 seats, enough for a majority in the 
132-seat parliament. …  Officials with Fatah also said that 
Hamas had won about 70 seats, which would give the 
Islamists a majority in the 132-seat parliament.  They spoke 
on condition of anonymity because counting in some districts 
was continuing.” 

Meanwhile, CNN.com (1/26) reports, “In a stunning 
development ahead of official election results, Palestinian 
Prime Minister Ahmed Qorie said he and the rest of the 
Palestinian Authority government will resign in the wake of 
militant group Hamas’ apparent victory in historic elections.  
The announcement was an acknowledgment that election 
results showed Hamas had won a majority of seats in the 
132-seat Palestinian Legislative Council, supplanting the 
ruling Fatah party.”  This announcement came before official 
election results had been released, CNN.com reported.  
According to the article, Qorie’s office “said it will be up to 
Hamas to form a new government.” 

Previously, most reports had referred to exit polls 
showing a narrow Fatah win.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, 
Leggett, 2.11M) reports that “according to Beir Zeit 
University’s exit poll, the ruling Fatah party emerged victorious 
with 46% of the vote and Hamas captured about 40%, 
making its Reform and Change party the second-most 
popular among voters. Independent parties accounted for the 
difference. Final results are expected today.”  The CBS 
Evening News (1/25, story 5, 2:00, Schieffer) reported that 
“exit polls show that a militant group dedicated to Israel’s 
destruction did very well, maybe even well enough to gain a 
role in the Palestinian government.”   NBC Nightly News 
(1/25, story 4, 1:30, Williams) showed Ali Zarbawi, Birzeit 
University saying, “Hamas will be an active opposition, a very 
strong opposition, but Fatah is going to lead the government.”   

USA Today (1/26, Gutman, 2.31M) adds “about 1 
million Palestinians voted Wednesday in parliamentary 
elections that threaten to end the ruling Fatah Party’s decade-
long monopoly over Palestinian politics.”  The Washington 
Post (1/26, A1, Wilson, 744K) headlines its story “Hamas 
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Makes Strong Showing In Vote,” while the Washington Times 
(1/26, Mitnick, 90K) titles its reprot “Fatah Edges Hamas In 
Polls.”  The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, Prusher, Mitnick, 
61K) and Los Angeles Times (1/26, King, 958K) run similar 
reports. 

Bush Touts Palestinian Elections But Says He Will 
Not Deal With Hamas.  In its “Washington Wire” column on 
its web site,, the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) reports, 
“President Bush, in an Oval Office interview, declared that he 
isn’t ready yet to deal with the radical Palestinian Islamist 
group Hamas no matter how well it does in Wednesday’s 
Palestinian elections.  Speaking to The Wall Street Journal as 
Palestinians were electing a new parliament, Bush lauded the 
Middle Eastern trend toward democracy that produced 
Palestinian elections, but he said that Hamas isn’t a suitable 
partner for diplomacy until it renounces its position calling for 
the destruction of Israel. ‘A political party, in order to be 
viable, is one that professes peace, in my judgment, in order 
that it will keep the peace,’ the president said. ‘And so you’re 
getting a sense of how I’m going to deal with Hamas if they 
end up in positions of responsibility. And the answer is: Not 
until you renounce your desire to destroy Israel will we deal 
with you.’” 

The Washington Post (1/26, A19, Kessler, 744K) 
reports “yesterday’s better-than-expected electoral showing 
by a group labeled a terrorist organization by the United 
States greatly complicates the administration’s diplomacy in 
the region, U.S. officials said yesterday.’  Hamas, “which is 
dedicated to the destruction of Israel, appears to have ridden 
a wave of popular disgust at the perceived corruption and 
incompetence of the ruling Fatah Party.  Exit polls indicate 
Fatah will have only a slim edge over Hamas in the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, giving Hamas a strong claim 
to a role in the government.”  The results “suggested the risks 
inherent in the Bush administration’s campaign to bring 
democracy to the Middle East.”  Administration spokesmen 
“officially celebrated the ‘historic moment’ for the Palestinians 
while officials privately reeled at the outcome.” 

All three network news programs briefly noted Bush’s 
pledge the US would not deal with Hamas unless it 
renounces violence.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 
2, 0:20, Woodruff) reported, “The Bush Administration 
declared the election ‘historic’ and called this ‘a great day for 
the Palestinian people.’  But President Bush made clear the 
US will not deal with Hamas, no matter how well it did in the 
election.  He told ‘The Wall Street Journal’ today ‘We view 
Hamas as a terrorist organization.  We don’t deal with 
Hamas. …  I don’t see that changing.’”   

The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 6, :30, Schieffer) 
reported, “Hamas may have won a lot of Palestinian votes, 
but they got no vote of confidence from President Bush in a 
‘Wall Street Journal’ interview today.  The President says he 

will not deal with Hamas unless the group renounces its call 
for Israel’s destruction.” 

ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, lead story, 3:10, 
Woodruff) reported “Israel’s new foreign minister holds out 
little hope.”  Israeli Foreign Minister Tsipy Livney:  “The 
essence and the reasons of the existence of the Hamas is not 
because they want to gain some political gains in the conflict.  
They are talking about demolishing the state of Israel, to 
erase the state of Israel from earth.”   

NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 4, 1:30, Williams) in its 
coverage also noted, “President Bush told ‘The Wall Street 
Journal’ today he would not deal with Hamas unless it 
renounces its call for the destruction of Israel.” 

The New York Times (1/26, Erlanger, Myre, 1.19M) 
reports “the acting prime minister of Israel, Ehud Olmert, said 
his country could not accept a situation in which Hamas 
would be part of the Palestinian Authority if the group 
remained armed with unchanged goals.” 

Carter Hopes Hamas Will Moderate Stance And 
Renounce Violence.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, lead 
story, 3:10, Woodruff) reported, “What no one knows is if 
Hamas will change, now that it has gained political power.  
Former President Jimmy Carter came to monitor today’s 
election elections.  There are some that believe Hamas will 
be pragmatic.”  Former President Carter:  “That’s my hope.  
Everybody hopes Hamas will be pragmatic.  Because one 
thing is, if not for their own benefit but maybe for the benefit of 
the people they represent.  Because no doubt if Hamas is 
not, as you say, pragmatic, then there will be a reduction in 
foreign assistance.”   

The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 5, 2:00, Hawkins) 
reported “Former President Jimmy Carter, who is leading 
international election monitors here, says bringing Hamas into 
the system may soften its hard-line positions.”  Carter:  “My 
hope is and my prayer is that this will be a moderating 
influence on Hamas, that they’ll see the responsibility in the 
government itself that they will moderate their position, forgo 
violence and terrorist acts.”   

Sharon’s Absence From Stage Said To Make Peace 
Process Uncertain.  The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 7, 
2:00, Schieffer) reported that former Israeli prime minister 
Ariel Sharon’s medical condition “leaves Israel with many 
unresolved matters, including that wall being built in the West 
Bank.”  CBS (Pizzey) added, “The most troublesome and 
obvious symbol of the unfinished business Ariel Sharon has 
left behind is the security wall separating Israelis and 
Palestinians on the West Bank.  It wasn’t Sharon’s idea, but 
he made it a reality, an unplanned but now integral feature of 
the so-called road map that is supposed to lead to a peace 
deal.  The problem for those who built on Sharon’s legacies is 
that his plans and policies were like this wall:  Only gaps that 
only he seemed to know how to fill.” 
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Iran Open To Russian Enrichment Of Their 
Uranium.  The Washington Post (1/26, Finn, 744K) reports 
that Ali Larijani, head of Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council,” said “that his country was open to a compromise 
proposal from Russia that it enrich uranium for Iran on 
Russian soil,” but added that that “the idea needed fine-tuning 
in advance of further talks scheduled for the middle of next 
month.”  The New York Times (1/26, Myers, 1.19M) adds that 
Larijani “indicated that no agreement had been reached and 
that significant details remained to be negotiated” and 
“warned that Iran would begin enriching uranium on an 
industrial scale if Iran’s nuclear program was referred to the 
United Nations Security Council.”  His “remarks made it clear 
that further discussions on it would not take place until later in 
February, after the meeting at the atomic energy agency’s 
headquarters in Vienna.” 

Fox News’ Special Report (1/25, Rosen) reported that 
the head of Iran’s national security council, “said in Moscow 
today Iran now takes a positive view of the so-called Russian 
proposal, which the Iranians previously rejected. The proposal 
would have Russia enrich uranium and ship the resulting 
nuclear fuel to Iran for nonmilitary use.”   

The AP (1/26, Gutterman) adds that President Bush 
said “Russia’s proposal offered the best chance for resolving 
the impasse, adding ‘it’s important for us to exhaust all 
diplomacy’ in dealing with Iran.” 

The Wall Street Journal/AP (1/26) says “Chief 
negotiator Ali Larijani also reiterated Iran’s threat to renew 
enrichment activities if it is referred to the United Nations 
Security Council.”  The Washington Times (1/26, 90K) runs 
the same AP story.  The Washington Post (1/26, A21, Finn, 
744K) runs a similar report under the headline “Iran Says It Is 
Open To Russian Plan On Nuclear Program,” while the New 
York Times (1/26, Myers, 1.19M) titles its report “Iran 
Welcomes Russia’s Offer To Enrich Uranium Jointly; Details 
Remain.” 

Iran’s Non-Cooperation Said To Be At Heart Of The 
Standoff.  Knight Ridder (1/26, Landay) reports, 
“Iran’s…obfuscation, conflicting answers and stonewalling 
on…the enrichment program are at the heart of the crisis over 
its nuclear program.”  It is “only by reconstructing the 
complete history and extent of Iran’s nuclear work” that the 
IAEA can “determine the truth. So far, that’s been 
impossible,” and while “Iran has filled some gaps and is 
promising to fill the rest,” IAEA Director General Mohamed 
ElBaradei said “in a Nov. 18 report to the IAEA board…that 
‘there still remain issues to be resolved’ and Iran’s ‘full 
transparency is ... long overdue.’” 

Blix Says Bush Administration Overemphasizing 
Possible Military Action.  Fox News’ Special Report (1/25, 
Rosen) reported that “one of the world’s best-known weapons 
inspectors, one who clashed with the Bush Administration 

before, is criticizing it again now for its approach in the current 
standoff.  Hans Blix, the chief UN weapons inspector in Iraq 
prior to the war, argued the Administration is 
overemphasizing the potential for US military interaction in 
Iran.” 

Washington Backs Off Linking Iran Vote To 
India Nuclear Deal.  The AFP (1/26) reports, 
“Washington moved to unlink a landmark US-India civilian 
nuclear deal with how New Delhi votes on the Iranian nuclear 
question at a key meeting of the UN atomic watchdog 
agency.”  The US Ambassador to India, David Mulford, “had 
warned Wednesday that a historic deal giving American 
nuclear technology to India might fall through if New Delhi did 
not vote against Iran at the February 2-3 meeting of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).”  However, State 
Department spokesman Sean McCormack said, “we deal 
with the Indian Government on these two issues as separate 
issues.” 

Reuters (1/25) added that “Mulford, told the Press Trust 
of India news agency that if India decided not to vote against 
Iran, ‘the effect on members of the U.S. Congress with regard 
to the civil nuclear initiative will be devastating.’”  He was also 
quoted “as saying the deal would ‘die,’” 

The AP (1/26, Rosenberg) adds, “The State 
Department in Washington said later that Mulford wasn’t 
speaking for the U.S. government.” 

Reuters (1/26, Hafezi) also covered this story. 
US Envoy Says China’s US’s Approach To Iran 

Differ.  The New York Times (1/26, Kahn, 1.19M) reports, 
“China and the United States want to prevent Iran from 
acquiring nuclear weapons, but their ‘approach may differ’ on 
the best tactics to achieve that result, Deputy Secretary of 
State Robert B. Zoellick said after a round of meetings on the 
subject in Beijing.”  He also “called the diplomatic discussions 
fluid and said there were still differences over what steps 
should be taken to respond to what Western powers say is a 
covert program by Iran to build nuclear bombs.”  This 
suggests “hat China, despite heavy lobbying, had left some 
doubts as to whether it is prepared to back a proposal…to get 
the United Nations Security Council involved in deciding how 
to handle Iran’s nuclear program.” 

Annan Doesn’t Expect IAEA To Be Ready In 
February To Refer Iran To Security Council.  Reuters 
(1/26, Leopold) reports, “U.N. chief Kofi Annan said on 
Wednesday he doubted that a U.N. nuclear watchdog would 
be able to come to a decision by early February on referring 
Iran to the Security Council over its nuclear programme,” 
adding that “Mohamed ElBaradei, the director-general of the 
Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency, did not 
expect to have a report on Iran ready until the end of 
February, for the IAEA’s regular board meeting in March.” 
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Iran Accuses British Military Of Aiding Bombers.  
The Washington Post/Reuters (1/26, A17) reports, “Iran 
accused the British military on Wednesday of cooperating 
with bombers who killed eight people in southwest Iran, an 
allegation Britain described as ludicrous.  A little-known group 
campaigning for independence for Iran’s Arab minority 
asserted responsibility in a Web statement for Tuesday’s 
attacks on a bank and government building in the oil city of 
Ahvaz.”  Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki “said that 
London’s involvement was clear and that Tehran would make 
strong protests.”  A spokesman in British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s office “said Iran’s allegation ‘deserves to be treated 
with scorn by the whole international community.’” 

UN Peacekeepers To Maintain Monitoring Of 
Israeli-Lebanese Border.  The New York 
Times/Reuters (1/26) reports, “The members of the United 
Nations Security Council have agreed that United Nations 
peacekeepers should keep monitoring the Israeli-Lebanese 
border for six more months, the current Council president said 
on Wednesday.”  Lebanon wanted “a renewal of the mandate 
of the United Nations’ peacekeeping mission for the border 
area for a year, until Jan. 31, 2007.”  Yet “the 15 Security 
Council members instead reached a consensus on an 
extension until July 31.” 

Frist Says US, International Community Must 
“Ramp Up The Pressure” On Syria.  In a New 
York Sun (1/26) op-ed, Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
writes, “A year ago this month, a car bomb killed the former 
Lebanese prime minister, Rafic Hariri.  An ongoing U.N. 
investigation has implicated the Syrian government in the 
murder.  The Syrian president, Bashar al-Assad, may have 
played a personal role.  Several additional high-profile 
bombings have occurred in the last several months.  Enough 
is enough: Syria’s actions in Lebanon have proven that it has 
no desire to play by the rules of civilized nations.  Now, the 
United States and its partners need to ramp up the pressure 
on Damascus.  We need to push Syria away from its 
homegrown brand of Arab fascism and toward democracy, 
peace, and an authentic end to its interference with 
Lebanon’s affairs.  We should start by increasing and 
expanding our funding for prodemocracy groups in Lebanon 
and Syria.  In the coming Congress, I plan to support 
legislation that will do just that.” 

Bush Administration Criticizes Mexico’s Plan 
To Distribute Border Maps.  Following an 
announcement Tuesday by Mexico’s National Human Rights 
Commission that it will print and distribute maps showing 
immigrants the safest routes to cross the border into Arizona, 
Mexican President Vicente Fox distanced his government 

from the group, saying that it was an “autonomous 
commission.”  However, the Washington Times (1/26, Kralev, 
Seper, 90K) reports, “The Bush administration yesterday 
accused the Mexican government of facilitating illegal entry 
into the United States after Mexican officials said they would 
distribute maps of dangerous border areas and posters with 
safety instructions and other tips. …  ‘We oppose in the 
strongest terms the publication of maps to aid those who wish 
to enter the United States illegally,’ said Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff.  ‘It is a bad idea to encourage 
migrants to undertake this highly dangerous and ultimately 
futile effort.’”  Meanwhile, “Rafael Laveaga, spokesman for 
the Mexican Embassy in Washington, said the NHRC is an 
independent body and receives no government funds.” 

Hutchison, Border Sheriff Seek Investigation Of 
Suspected Mexican Military Incursions.  The Washington 
Times (1/26, Seper, 90K) reports Zapata County Sheriff 
Sigifredo Gonzalez Jr., who heads the Texas Sheriff’s Border 
Coalition, demanded yesterday “that the US and Mexican 
governments investigate incursions into the United States by 
heavily armed drug escorts dressed in Mexican military 
uniforms ‘before someone gets killed.’”  He “said a growing 
number of suspected incursions and violence aimed at the 
area’s law-enforcement officers is making the border ‘a pretty 
dangerous place.’”  Also yesterday, “Sen. Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, Texas Republican, said she was ‘deeply 
concerned’ about the possible incursions and asked 
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff to ‘fully 
investigate this matter and report to Congress the details and 
confirm whether or not Mexican military officials were 
involved. …  The Mexican government has denied that the 
men in any of the incidents were soldiers, saying that some 
drug smugglers dress in military-style uniforms, carry 
automatic weapons and drive military-style vehicles.” 

Kyl Says Border Encounters “Undermine Efforts” 
To Keep Drugs Out Of US.  The Los Angeles Times (1/26, 
Marosi, Lopez, Connell, 958K) reports, “Armed Mexican 
government personnel made unauthorized incursions into the 
United States five times in the last three months of 2005, 
including one incident last month in Southern California, 
according to confidential Department of Homeland Security 
records. …  The records obtained by The Times provide new 
details on more than a dozen incursions into the US, including 
the five most recent ones.”  Meanwhile, “US Border Patrol 
Chief David V. Aguilar said “that incursions have declined by 
more than 50% since 2002.  Still, with assault rates against 
agents at record highs, any incursion is taken ‘very seriously.’  
However, “US Sen. Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) said in an interview 
Wednesday that this week’s incident in Texas was ‘about as 
serious as it gets’ and noted that dozens of reported 
incursions have occurred in his state.  The encounters 
seriously undermine efforts to stop the flow of drugs coming 
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across the US border and suggest possible cooperation 
among Mexican authorities and traffickers, he said.” 

Mexico Said To Be Helping US Secure Southern 
Border From Terrorists.  Meanwhile, the Christian Science 
Monitor (1/26, Bowers, 61K) reports, “A top priority of the 
United States government is to prevent a determined terrorist 
from crossing the US- Mexico border. It is also becoming a 
primary mission for Mexico - and the first place it’s focusing 
on is the 375-mile, desolate stretch of land that abuts Arizona.  
In addition to sharing intelligence and cooperating on 
investigations with its US counterparts in Arizona, Mexico last 
year set up three checkpoints along known human-smuggling 
routes on its side of the border and plans to add two more.  
Between August, when the checkpoints became operational, 
and December, Mexican officials stopped 1,277 non-
Mexicans (OTMs, for ‘other than Mexicans’) from crossing 
into Arizona, according to a Mexican government report 
obtained by the Monitor.  The report shows that most of the 
OTMs came from Central and South America, but seven are 
listed as Iraqis.”  Meanwhile, “the US government is 
apprehending record numbers of illegal immigrants on the 
Arizona side of the border.” 

State Legislators Considering Immigration 
Legislation.  USA Today (1/26, Cauchon, 2.31M) reports, 
“Frustrated by slow action in Congress, state legislatures are 
debating whether to increase border enforcement at their own 
expense, fine employers who use undocumented workers 
and get local police involved in deporting them.”  However, 
“like Congress, legislatures are divided on what to do about 
the estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants who 
provide a low-wage workforce in the USA.”  It “is one of the 
hottest issues as 37 legislatures convene this month.  Last 
year, states considered 300 immigration laws and approved 
40.”  Meanwhile, “Congress is considering changes to 
immigration policies — a border fence, a guest worker 
program — but it’s uncertain whether action will be taken this 
year.” 

Provision Of Immigration Bill Compared To Nazi 
Practice.  Andrew S. Grove, a member of the board of 
overseers of the International Rescue Committee, in an op-ed 
for the Wall Street Journal (1/26, A10, 2.11M) writes that the 
recently passed “Sensenbrenner-King” immigration bill 
“scares me because it has the potential of turning neighbor 
against neighbor -- and of changing our country into a place 
of fear and mistrust. …  The bill contains a provision 
punishing anyone who ‘assists, [or] encourages . . . a person 
who . . . lacks lawful authority to remain in the United States’ 
to remain here.”  Grove states, “This could change the nature 
of our society in a way that I have seen firsthand.  As a 
Jewish child hiding from the Nazis in Hungary, I saw how the 
persecution of non-Jewish Hungarians who hid their Jewish 
friends or neighbors cast a wide blanket of fear over 

everyone.  This fear led to mistrust, and mistrust led to 
hostility, until neighbors turned upon neighbors in order to 
protect themselves.  Is this what we want?” 

Mexican Presidential Candidate Seeks To Boost 
Profile.  The New York Times (1/26, McKinley, 1.19M) 
reports on Mexican presidential candidate Felipe Calderón’s 
efforts to succeed President Vicente Fox.  After “a bitter 
primary fight last year, Mr. Calderón transformed himself from 
a little-known former energy commissioner into the best hope 
for the president’s right-of-center party.  He is running a 
strong second in most opinion polls to the leftist former mayor 
of Mexico City, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, and many 
political strategists say he has a chance to win the election on 
July 2.”  Yet, “outside the capital’s opinion-makers and party 
insiders, surveys show that one in five Mexican voters still do 
not know who Mr. Calderón is, and as the presidential 
campaign officially kicked off last week, he made his first tour 
to try to change that.” 

Musharraf Vows To Construct Natural-Gas 
Pipeline To Iran.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, 
Champion, Kempe, 2.11M) reports, “Pakistani president 
Pervez Musharraf “said his country would build a planned 
natural-gas pipeline from Iran without India’s participation if 
talks among the three nations continue to produce no result.”  
His “threat came at a delicate time for Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, while he is having to balance domestic public 
opinion and relations with the U.S., India and Iran.”  At the 
World Economic Forum he “said Pakistan had opened 
bilateral talks with Tehran to build a gas pipeline that would 
run from Iran.”  But India has “expressed concern about 
recent attacks on existing gas and power lines in Baluchistan, 
the region of South Western Pakistan through which a 
pipeline from Iran would pass.  Gen. Musharraf played down 
the threat posed by Baluchistan militants, dismissing the 
conflict as limited to one isolated local tribe.”  His “tough line 
on the pipeline talks contrasts with that of his prime minister, 
Shaukat Aziz, while in New York last week.” 

OPEC Will Refrain From Cutting Oil Output.  
The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Bahree, 2.11M) reports that 
OPEC “is widely expected to refrain from trimming output 
levels when its oil ministers meet in Vienna next week, but 
Iran remains a wild card.”  The Journal notes, “With the price 
of oil nearing records recently, an OPEC decision to continue 
pumping oil at close to capacity should reassure markets of 
plentiful supply, something Saudi Arabia appears to favor and 
the U.S. seems to be counting on.  In short, there is no 
economic incentive for OPEC to trim output when market 
forces have sent billions of extra dollars pouring into the 
coffers of oil-rich countries anyway.”  But Iran “could use the 
OPEC meeting to send a warning to Western Europe and the 
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U.S., both big oil importers.”  Meanwhile, “U.S. Energy 
Secretary Samuel Bodman says he has been in regular 
contact with oil producers.  ‘By and large, they seem to be 
understanding that we have a situation where there needs to 
be more oil rather than less oil in the world,’ Mr. Bodman said 
this week.” 

South Korea Ignores US Call For Action On 
North Korean Financial Activity.  The Washington 
Times (1/26, Salmon, 90K) reports, “A day after the United 
States urged South Korea to take an active stance against 
what it contends are North Korea’s illicit financial activities, 
Seoul refused to say whether it would take action and made 
clear it opposed any attempt at regime change in 
Pyongyang.”  South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun said, 
“When it comes to the North Korean regime, raising issues 
about it or pressuring it or sometimes wishing for its collapse, 
on that position of some Americans, we do not agree.”  The 
Times notes, “By ‘some Americans,’ Mr. Roh appeared to be 
referring to hard-liners in the Bush administration who favor 
toppling North Korean strongman Kim Jong-il.” 

US, South Korea Close To Reaching Free 
Trade Deal.  The Washington Post (1/26, D6, Blustein, 
744K) reports, “The United States and South Korea are very 
close to launching negotiations for a free-trade agreement, 
which would be the most economically significant free-trade 
pact for Washington since the North American Free Trade 
Agreement.”  Yet “both sides have been reluctant to start 
formal talks until they are reasonably confident that the 
negotiations would end in agreement.  South Korea's farmers 
are bitterly opposed to opening their country's agricultural 
markets, and their political clout could scuttle a deal.”  While 
“plans to launch the U.S.-Korea talks could still founder, 
officials and other sources who have spoken recently with 
negotiators said an announcement is likely to materialize 
before long.  Asked about the prospects, one administration 
official replied, ‘How do you say 'soon' in Korean?’”  And “Rob 
Portman, the U.S. trade representative, heightened the 
speculation Friday when he told reporters, ‘We'll be 
announcing some additional [free-trade agreement] partners 
soon.  As I think you will notice, they will not be with small 
economies because I do think we need to move on to some 
larger economies.’” 

“Gas War” Between Russia And Ukraine 
Leads To European Shortages.  The Wall Street 
Journal (1/26, White, Crawford, 2.11M) reports, “Bickering 
over natural-gas shipments intensified between Moscow and 
Kiev has reduced supplies of Russian gas to Europe, led to 
shortages in several countries and fueled energy-security 
anxieties across a continent gripped by an arctic cold snap.”  

Few experts “expect a repeat of Russia’s New Year’s gas 
cutoff to Ukraine. …  But as details of the Jan. 4 deal have 
emerged, doubts have grown about whether it sets the stable 
foundation for supplies and exports to Europe that its backers 
claim.”  Despite reassurances from both countries, “the two 
sides yesterday failed to reach agreement on the details of 
implementing the Jan. 4 compromise, intended to halt what is 
known as the ‘gas war’ in the region.” 

Putin Claims Alleged British Spies Linked To 
NGOs.  The Washington Post (1/26, A16, Finn, 744K) 
reports, “Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday 
linked the scandal to foreign financing of nongovernmental 
organizations in Russia, a connection that grass-roots 
activists say is tangential and being used to smear their 
work.”  Putin said, “The situation is regrettable, as we have 
seen, when attempts are made to use secret services to work 
with nongovernmental organizations and when financing is 
carried out through secret services’ channels.”  The UK 
government “has refused to comment on the espionage 
charges, but has denied it was doing anything illegal with 
nongovernmental organizations.”  And “Russian authorities 
have so far presented no evidence that the alleged spy ring 
recruited human rights activists.”  Yet the claims have been 
“seized on by many Russian politicians.  The lower house of 
parliament, by a vote of 401 to 6, passed a resolution 
Wednesday condemning the involvement of foreign 
intelligence services with the private groups.” 

The New York Times (1/26, Myers, 1.19M) notes, 
“Putin’s “remarks intensified a furor” that “could worsen 
relations with Britain and other countries as Russia presses 
its assault on European and American financial support of 
groups that criticize the Kremlin.”  Putin “said Russia was still 
considering whether to expel the four diplomats, all mid-
ranking secretaries in the British Embassy, indicating for the 
first time that they had not yet been expelled or withdrawn, 
though the espionage that was alleged was reported to have 
been uncovered last fall.” 

Google Complies With Chinese Censorship.  
The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 10, 2:00, Schieffer) 
reported, “Google has launched a new search engine today in 
China, but in order to do it, it had to agree to restrictions from 
the communist government.”  CBS (Gonzales) added, “Just 
last week, Google stood up to another government, the US 
government, and refused to turn over personal information 
the Justice Department wants for its defense of an anti-
pornography law.”  Larry Magid, CBS technology analyst:  
“The fact that they’re making a strong, stand firm with the 
Justice Department over privacy and then being very loose 
with the Chinese over censorship, I find a little bit disturbing.”  
Gonzales:  “Both decisions actually make good business 
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sense for Google.  The company can’t afford to spook 
American users, and it has to get a foothold in the world’s 
largest market.” 

GOP Lawmaker To Question Google’s Move.  The 
Financial Times (1/26, Kirchgaessner) reports, “Google will be 
called to task in Washington next month following a 
controversial decision by the internet search engine to launch 
a China-based version of its website that will censor results to 
avoid angering the country’s Communist government.”  Rep. 
Chris Smith’s decision “to call for a February 16 hearing to 
examine the operating procedures of US internet companies 
in China, represents the first signs of what could become a 
serious backlash against Google and other internet 
companies in Washington that are perceived as capitulating 
to the Chinese government.”   

Zoellick Sends Message About Strengthening 
US Relations With China.  The Washington Post 
(1/26, A16, Cody, 744K) reports that deputy secretary of state 
Robert Zoellick’s appearance with a Chinese panda “was 
seen at least in part as a signal to China about where he 
wants to steer U.S.-Chinese relations.  The official New China 
News Agency received his message 10-4.  It immediately 
transmitted a happy photo of Zoellick and Jing Jing around 
the country, illustrating the government’s view that good U.S.-
China relations are essential and, in fact, getting better and 
better.”  His “gesture, in another reading, could also be seen 
as a signal of where he stands in the Washington debate 
about China.  Interpreted that way, becoming a public panda-
hugger was an eloquent endorsement of the view that 
engagement with Beijing is the best path for the United States 
and that China’s emergence as an Asian power does not 
have to mean conflict in the Pacific.”  Zoellick’s trip “also 
included specific talks on issues that could be seen as a test 
of the U.S.-Chinese engagement his panda photo was meant 
to symbolize.  These, he said, included China’s stand on the 
effort to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, China’s 
role in diplomacy to persuade North Korea to eliminate its 
nuclear weapons program and China’s currency policies at a 
time of soaring U.S. trade deficits.” 

Concerns Raised Chinese Economic Growth May 
Be Too Rapid.  The Washington Post (1/26, D1, Goodman, 
744K) reports, “Led by surging exports, China’s economy 
grew by 9.9 percent last year, the government announced 
Wednesday, underscoring the swiftness by which this once 
insular communist country has remade itself into a global 
trading power.”  But “the news also increased concern that 
China could be growing too fast, despite measures aimed at 
cooling the hottest parts of the economy.  Aggressive 
investment has produced too many factories, heightening 
trade tensions with the United States as China exports 
surplus wares such as steel, depressing prices globally.  

Chinese officials worry that unneeded plants could deliver a 
crippling era of deflation -- falling prices -- which hurts profits 
and reduces incentives for companies to invest.  Such a 
syndrome kept Japan mired in recession and unemployment 
for much of the past 16 years.” 

Report Suggests China Has Fewer AIDS Cases.  
The New York Times (1/26, Yardley, 1.19M) reports, “China 
countered the long-held suspicion that it has undercounted 
the number of people with H.I.V. and AIDS by releasing a 
new, more extensive estimate on Wednesday that found the 
opposite: that the country had actually overestimated its 
number of cases.”  The new WHO and United Nations AIDS 
program report “lowered the country’s estimated number of 
H.I.V. and AIDS cases to 650,000 from the official figure of 
840,000 released by the government in 2003.  Many experts 
and AIDS workers have long believed that China has at least 
1.5 million cases, possibly far more, and some expressed 
skepticism that the new figure was any more reliable than 
past estimates.” 

European Commission Proposes “Nordic-
Style” Economic Reforms.  The Wall Street Journal 
(1/26, Echikson, 2.11M) reports, “The European Commission 
presented a new plan to reinvigorate Europe’s economies, 
calling for a Nordic-style, seemingly social-democratic 
approach rather than an Anglo-Saxon free-market model.”  
The report “gave the most praise to northern European 
countries that are increasing spending on research and 
development universities and pursuing interventionist jobs 
policies.”  It “also called for the creation of a competitive, 
continent-wide energy program, and support for small and 
medium-size businesses.”  It represents Commission 
President José Manuel Barroso’s attempt to recover the 
initiative after a tough first year in office.  Many of his previous 
plans for jump-starting Europe’s economies have faltered.” 

Sri Lankan Factions To Resume Peace Talks.  
The New York Times (1/26, Senanayake, Sengupta, 1.19M) 
reports, “In a measure of how intractable this country’s ethnic 
conflict is, the warring parties agreed Wednesday to begin 
talking to each other again, after more than 18 months of 
deadlock over a site for peace talks and with scores of killings 
in the meantime.”  The negotiations “would focus on 
strengthening an all-but-ineffectual four-year-old cease-fire 
agreement.  They are scheduled to take place in Geneva, 
starting as early as February.”  While “modest,” the 
agreement “represents a major breakthrough in the decade-
long war.” 

African Worshipers Mix Islam With 
Christianity.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, 
McLaughlin, 61K) reports that “worshipers at ‘The True 
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Message of God Mission’ say it’s entirely natural for 
Christianity and Islam to coexist, even overlap.  They begin 
their worship by praying at the Jesus alcove and then ‘running 
their deliverance’ - sprinting laps around the mosque’s 
mosaic-tiled courtyard, praying to the one God for forgiveness 
and help.  They say it’s akin to Israelites circling the walls of 
Jericho - and Muslims swirling around the Ka’ba shrine in 
Mecca.”  The group represents “a window on an ongoing 
religious ferment in Africa. It’s still up for debate whether this 
group, and others like it, could become models for Muslim-
Christian unity worldwide or whether they’re uniquely African.  
But either way, they are ‘part of a trend,’ says Dana Robert, a 
Boston University religion professor.” 

Villagers Flee Nigerian Troops.  The New York 
Times/Reuters (1/26) reports, “Villagers fled Nigeria’s lawless 
delta on Wednesday amid fears of military reprisals after a 
wave of attacks on foreign oil companies by ethnic Ijaw 
militiamen.”  Reuters adds, “The army deployed more troops 
to major installations, and oil companies tightened security 
around offices a day after heavily armed men stormed the 
headquarters of the Italian oil firm Agip, robbing a bank on the 
premises and killing eight policemen and a civilian.” 

Annan Denies Arranging Deal For Son’s Car.  
The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Farley, 958K) reports that after 
his son, Kojo Annan, agreed to reimburse Ghana for the 
import duties on a car he misidentified as belonging to his 
father, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan “welcomed news of 
his son’s move.  ‘It was the right thing to do. …  He knew I 
wanted him to sort it out, clean it up.  It was between him, his 
lawyer and the government.”  Asked if “he, as secretary-
general, secured the tax break for his son, Annan said, 
‘Absolutely not.  It was done behind my back.’”   

Former Surfer Volunteers For International 
Disaster Relief.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 
11, 2:20, Wright) reported, “The remarkable story of one 
American making so much of a difference.  He was a 
laidback, California surfer, until he saw the damage done by 
the tsunami”  ABC (Wright):  “If relief organizations had 
special forces, Matt George would be a Green Beret.   He’s a 
one-man trauma ward, in what may be the coldest clinic on 
earth.  A builder doing what he calls extreme home 
makeovers.  And he delivers supplies where no aid workers 
have gone before.”  

Pinochet’s Daughter Seeks Asylum In US.  The 
Washington Post (1/26, A20, Reel, Constable, 744K) reports, 
“The oldest daughter of the former Chilean dictator Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet was detained Wednesday at Dulles 
International Airport outside Washington, where she 
requested political asylum, a Chilean official said.”  Lucia 

Pinochet “had been served with a subpoena over the 
weekend in Chile, along with her mother and three siblings.  
They had been ordered to appear in court on Monday…on 
tax fraud charges connected to a probe of her father’s illegal 
bank accounts.”  A DHS spokesman “said she was in U.S. 
custody at the airport in Virginia ‘pending resolution of her 
immigration status.’”  And “Chile’s Interior Minister, Francisco 
Vidal, said U.S. Ambassador Craig Kelly informed his 
government that Pinochet, sought on an international arrest 
warrant, had requested asylum.  U.S. officials said they could 
not comment on that issue.” 

Success Of Bush Allies In War In Iraq 
Contrasted With Opponents’ Downfall.  
Columnist Mark Steyn in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal 
(1/26, 2.11M) writes, “Remember the conventional wisdom of 
2004?  Back then, you’ll recall, it was the many members of 
George Bush’s ‘unilateral’ coalition who were supposed to be 
in trouble, not least the three doughty warriors of the 
Anglosphere -- the president, Tony Blair and John Howard -- 
who would all be paying a terrible electoral price for lying their 
way into war in Iraq.  The Democrats’ position was that Mr. 
Bush’s rinky-dink nickel-&-dime allies didn’t count:  The 
president has ‘alienated almost everyone,’ said Jimmy Carter, 
‘and now we have just a handful of little tiny countries 
supposedly helping us in Iraq.’  (That would be Britain, 
Australia, Poland, Japan . . .)  Instead of those nobodies, 
John Kerry pledged that, under his leadership, ‘America will 
rejoin the community of nations’ -- by which he meant 
Jacques Chirac, Gerhard Schröder, the Belgian guy.”  But 
now “Bush, Blair, Howard and Koizumi are all re-elected, 
while Mr. Chirac is the lamest of lame ducks, and his ingrate 
citizenry have tossed out his big legacy, the European 
Constitution; Mr. Schröder’s government was defeated and 
he’s now shilling for Russia’s state-owned Gazprom (‘It’s all 
about Gaz!’); and the latest member of the coalition of the 
unwilling to hit the skids is Canada’s Liberal Party, which fell 
from office on Monday.  John Kerry may have wanted to 
‘rejoin the community of nations.’  Instead, ‘the community of 
nations’ has joined John Kerry, windsurfing off Nantucket in 
electric-yellow buttock-hugging Lycra, or whatever he’s doing 
these days.” 

WSJournal Honors Memory Of Free Market 
Leader Of Hong Kong.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, 
2.11M) editorializes, “Hong Kong’s prosperity since World 
War II is sometimes referred to as a ‘miracle.’  But miracles 
require the intervention of a deity, whereas Hong Kong’s 
remarkable economic growth between 1945 and its handover 
to China in 1997 owes a great deal to the nonintervention of a 
mortal man, John James Cowperthwaite, who died over the 
weekend at the age of 90.”  As Financial Secretary from 
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1961-1971, Cowperthwaite “was the architect and guardian of 
the greatest natural experiment in free-market capitalism in 
the postwar world.”  The Journal concludes, “Other would-be 
central planners could learn a lot from what John 
Cowperthwaite didn’t do.” 

NYTimes Applauds African Union Rejection Of 
Sudan Leadership.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) 
editorializes, “The African Union did the right thing in rejecting 
Sudan’s bid for the rotating presidency of the organization. 
Allowing President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan to 
become Africa’s face to the world would have sent just about 
every wrong message imaginable.”  But while “rebuffed for 
now, Mr. Bashir was promised the group’s presidency in 
2007, and for now the chair will go to the Congo Republic, 
hardly a model of human rights.  Giving Sudan the African 
Union presidency next year will be just as unacceptable as it 
was this year.” 

 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 
Los Angeles Times: 
“The Day Disaster Changed Their Lives.” 
“Hamas Makes Major Inroad In Balloting.” 
“Villa Shines Through Getty's Clouds.” 
“Abduction Forces A Grim Look At What A Story Is Worth.” 
“Reports Cite Incursions On U.S. Border.” 
“Multiple Risks Of Surgery Drug Seen.” 
“There Isn't Enough Good Entertainment To Go Around.” 
USA Today: 
“States Weigh Immigration Controls.” 
“X Games Upstarts Now Embrace The Olympics.” 
“General Sees Rift In Iraq Enemy.” 
New York Times: 
“Hamas Presses Fatah In Palestinian Vote, Surveys Say.” 
“Big Test Looms For Prosecutors At Enron Trial.” 
“New Estimate In China Finds Fewer AIDS Cases.” 
“Bush, In Speech, Is Seen Avoiding Large Initiatives.” 
“In Public Schools, The Name Game As A Donor Lure.” 
“News Analysis: In Case About Google's Secrets, Yours Are 
Safe.” 
Washington Post: 
“Gay Marriage Ban Advances Toward Va. Referendum.” 
‘Hamas Makes Strong Showing In Vote.” 
“Nuclear Energy Plan Would Use Spent Fuel.” 
“Fairfax Police Say Shooting Was Accident.” 
“Al Gore, Sundance's Leading Man.” 
“Harmful Teflon Chemical To Be Eliminated By 2015.” 

Washington Times: 
“White House Slams Mexico For Aid Maps.” 
“Sheriff Demands Probe Of Incursions.” 
“Fatah Edges Hamas In Polls.” 
“Bush Reiterates Spy Authority.” 
“Marriage Amendment Set For Virginia Ballot.” 
“BB&T Opposes Eminent Domain.” 
“Toyota Racing Teams Break Through Nextel Cup Barrier.” 
Detroit Free Press: 
“Winter Bust Won’t Stop Blast.” 
“Granholm: Let’s Help People Save.“ 
“Audits Find Waste At State Universities.” 
“DIA Defends Its Right To Van Gogh.” 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 
“Voter ID Bill Approved.” 
“Whose Tax Cut Is It?” 
“Fat Lady Warms Up As Opera Gets Closer To Cobb Center 
Move.” 
“Palestinian Vote Realigns Power.” 
Dallas Morning News: 
“Drought Taking Its Toll.” 
“State To Pick Up Medicare Slack.” 
“Strayhorn Gets Democratic Cash.” 
“Bush PR Blitz Races To Frame Spying Debate.” 
“Nuclear Energy Policy Would Reprocess Fuel.” 
“Study: Internet Fosters Contact.” 
Houston Chronicle: 
“Hamas Party Shows Muscle In Vote.” 
“Delay In Oil-Spill Notification Probed.” 
“The Media May Not Be Rock Stars, But This Is Their Big 
Gig.” 
“Mexico Police Arrest Woman In ‘Old Lady’ Serial Killings.” 
“NASA’s Teachable Moments.” 
Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC:  Palestinian Election; US Palestinian Election 
Response; Release Of Iraqi Women; Oil Industry Profits; 
Bush NSA Defense; Alito Debate; Teflon Dangers; FL Bus 
Accident; Ford Released; Breast Cancer Treatment; Disaster 
Relief Volunteer. 
CBS:  Bush Domestic Spying; Hayden-9/11 Prevention; US 
Troops Overburdened; Iraq-Prisoner Release; Palestinian 
Elections; Bush-Palestinian Elections; Sharon Void; Medicare 
Problems; Ford Release From Hospital; Google-China 
Censor. 
NBC:  Bush-Domestic Spying; Katrina Aftermath-White 
House; Alito Confirmation Hearing; Palestinian Elections; US 
Troops Overburdened; US Troops Security Advisors; Ford 
Released From Hospital; Mine Safety; Sandwich Generation; 
Katrina Coverage. 
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Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News 
Broadcasts: 
ABC:  Ameriprise-security breach, Identity theft; FL-deadly 
car accident; WV-Sago mine victim’s condition; Palestinian 
election; Bush-domestic spying; Wall Street. 
CBS:  Palestinian election; Iraq-female prisoner release; FL-
deadly car accident; CA-bank hostage standoff; EPA-teflon 
chemical; Wall Street.  
NPR:  Palestinian election; CA-bank hostage standoff; FL-
deadly car accident; Senate-Alito; Cuba-US interests section 
message board; Bush-domestic spying; Iraq-female prisoner 
release. 

WASHINGTON’S SCHEDULE: 
Today's Events In Washington. 
White House: 

PRESIDENT BUSH – No schedule available. 
FIRST LADY LAURA BUSH -- Visits Harte Elementary 

School. New Orleans.  Visits St. Bernard Unified School. 
Chalmette, La.  Participates in building a playground. 
Hancock North Central Elementary School, Kiln, Miss. 

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY -- No schedule available. 
US Senate:  -- COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

10 a.m. ARMED SERVICES _ Full Committee. Closed, 
members-only briefing on alternatives for tanker 
recapitalization.  Location: Room 222, Russell.  

2:30 p.m. SELECT INTELLIGENCE _ Full Committee. 
Closed, members-only briefing on pending matters.  Location: 
Room 219, Hart. 
US House:  -- No events scheduled.   
Other:    ALL DAY  

Jan. 22 - 26. TRANSPORTATION MEETING _ The 
Transportation Research Board holds its 85th annual 
meeting. Five days of workshops and presentations by and 
for transportation professionals.  Location: Omni Shoreham 
Hotel, 2500 Calvert St. NW, Washington Hilton & Towers, 
1919 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington Marriott Wardman 
Park, 2660 Woodley Road NW.  Contacts: Russell Houston, 
202-334-3252  Notes: Newsroom facilities at all three venues.  

Jan. 24 - 26. AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYERS _ The 
National Council of Agriculture Employers holds its annual 
meeting.  Location: Hamilton Crowne Plaza Hotel, 14th and K 
Sts. NW.  Contacts: n/a, 202-728-0300  

Jan. 24 - 26. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES _ The 
Medicaid Commission holds three days of meetings to 
discuss longer term recommendations on the future of 
Medicaid.  Location: Holidat Inn-Chevy Chase, 5520 
Wisconsin Ave., Chevy Chase, MD.  Contacts: Margaret 
Reiser, 202-205-8255  

Jan. 25 - 27. MAYORS _ The U.S. Conference of 
Mayors holds its 75th Winner Meeting.  Highlights:  9 a.m. 
Plenary session on avian flu and homeland security, with 
Deputy HHS Secretary Alex Azar, Seattle Mayor Greg 
Nickels, Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley, Denver Mayor 
John Hickenlooper, Deputy DHS Secretary Michael Jackson, 
others.  11 a.m. News conference on homeland security and 
avian flu.  11 a.m. Session on childhood obesity, with William 
Dietz of CDC, others.  11 a.m. Session on housing for 
hurricane evacuees, with Rep. Michael Turner, Assistant 
HUD Secretary Steven Nesmith, others.  11 a.m. Session on 
energy costs, with Sen. Jack Reed, Steven Crout of the 
American Gas Association, others.  12:30 p.m. Luncheon, 
with HUD Secretary Jackson, others.  2:30 p.m. Session on 
faith-based and community initiatives, with Sen. Sam 
Brownback, Rep. Danny Davis, others.  Location: Capital 
Hilton, 16th and K Sts. NW.  Contacts: Elena Temple, 202-
861-6719  

Jan. 26 - 27. ENERGY _ The National Council for 
Science and the Envionrment holds its 6th National 
Conference on Science, Policy and the Environment: Energy 
for a Sustainable and Secure Future.  Highlights:  9 a.m. 
Keynote address : Ross Pillari, President, BP America.  10 
a.m. Session on opportunities for decision-making that will 
shape the energy future, with Bob Greco of API, 
Pennsylvania Enviorinmental Protection Secretary Katie 
McGinty, former Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, others.  
5:30 p.m. Presentation of Lifetime Achievement Award to 
former EPA Administrator Russell Train.  Location: Reagan 
Trade Center.  Contacts: David Blockstein, 202-207-0004  

9 a.m. LOBBYING REFORM _ American University's 
CEnter for Congressional and Presidential Studies aqnd the 
Committee for Economic Development hold a lobbying reform 
summit.  Location: National Press Club.  Contacts: Maralee 
Csellar, 202-885-5952  

8:30 a.m. IMMIGRATION LAW _ The American Bar 
Association Section on Individual Rights hosts a panel 
discussion on immigration reform, asylum and refugees.  
Location: National Press Club, 14th and F Sts. NW  Contacts: 
Stephanie Ortbals Tibbs, 202-662-1091  Notes: RSVP 
requested to 202-662-1030.  

9:15 a.m. TAX SIMPLIFICATION _ Sen. Ron Wyden 
holds a news conference about the need for tax reform to 
make the tax code simpler.  Location: In front of IRS, 
Pennsylvania Ave. and 10th St. NW.  Contacts: Andrew 
Blotky, 202-224-3789  

9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. HEALTH CARE COSTS _ The 
Progressive Policy Institute holds a forum to discuss the 
promise of a local health care reform experiment, The Puget 
Sound Health Alliance, designed to control costs and reward 
better care. With David Kendall, PPI; Ron Simms, King 
County Executive; Janet Corrigan, president, National 
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Committee for Quality Health Care; Anne Gauthier, senior 
policy director, Commonwealth Fund's Commission on a High 
Performance Health System.  Location: PPI, Suite 400, 600 
Pennsylvania Ave, SE.  Contacts: Austin Bonner, 202-547-
0001  

10 a.m. IDENTITY THEFT _ Treasury Secretary Snow 
releases ``Identity Theft: Outsmarting the Crooks'' DVD.  
Location: Media Room, main Treasury.  Contacts: n/a, 202-
622-2920  

10 a.m. LOBBYING REFORM _ The American Society 
of Association Executives holds a news conference on 
lobbying reform and the value of associations to America.  
Location: National Press Club.  Contacts: Angel Venable, 
202-626-2788  

10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. SCHOOL CHOICE _ The 
Brookings Brown Center on Education Policy holds an 
education policy forum on school choice in K-12 education. 
Focusing on ``Getting Choice Right,'' the final voume from the 
National Working Commission on Choice in K-12 Education. 
With Tom Loveless, director, Brown Center on Education 
Policy; Julian Betts, professor of economics, UC San Diego; 
Patrick Wolf, principal investigator, School Choice 
Demonstration Project at Georgetown University; and Laura 
Hamilton, senior behavioral scientist, RAND Corporation.  
Location: 1775 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.  Contacts: n/a, 
202-797-6105  

10:45 a.m. DEMOCRATS-MEDICARE RX _ Senators 
Harry Reid, Ted Kennedy, Jeff Bingaman and Debbie 
Stabenow joins Concerned Seniors for a press conference to 
call on the president to take immediate action to fix 
widespread problems and confusion caused by the Medicare 
prescription drug bill.  Location: Room 406, Dirksen Senate 
Office Building.  Contacts: Jim Manley, 202-224-2939  

11 a.m. BUDGET OUTLOOK _ The Congressional 
Budget Office holds a briefing on the 2006 Budget and 
Economic Outlook. With acting CBO Director Donald Marron.  
Location: CBO, 483 Ford House Office Bldg., 2nd and D Sts, 
S.W.  Contacts: Melissa Merson, 202-226-2602  Notes: 
Congressional press credentials required. Report available at 
10 am at www.cbo.gov. Limited copies available at briefing.  

11 a.m. REBUILDING NEW ORLEANS _ The Foreign 
Press Center offers a digital video conference of a New York 
Press Center on-the-record briefing on rebuilding Cnew 
Orleans and Lousiana, with Louisiana Economic 
Development Secretary Michael Olivier, others.  Location: 
Foreign Press Center, National Press Building.  Contacts: 
Sheila Hoban, 202-504-6314  Notes: Foreign media only.  

11:15 a.m. ALITO _ Public Advocate of the U.S. group 
holds an event in support of Samuel Alito's nomination to the 
Supreme Court, with an ensemble signing ``Alito'' as they 
pass out materials.  Location: In front of Dirksen, at 1st St. 

and Constitution Ave. NE.  Contacts: Jesse Binnall, 703-582-
7924  

12 p.m. ANTI-DUMPING _ The World Bank hosts a 
briefing on its study finding the use of safeguards, 
antidumping in Latin America, seen as judicious. The briefing 
will be chaired by Guillermo Perry, World Bank Chief 
Economist for the Latin America and Caribbean region. 
Panelists will include: Hector Marquez, Director, Trade and 
NAFTA Office, Embassy of Mexico; Brad Ward, partner, 
Dewey Ballantine LLP; and J. Michael Finger, Retired World 
Bank Lead Economist.  Location: World Bank Headquarters, I 
Building, 1850 I St. NW, Room I1-200.  Contacts: Chris Neal 
Sr., 202-473-7229  

12 p.m. - 2 p.m. UN REFORM-HUMAN RIGHTS _ The 
United Nations Development Programme holds a roundtable 
discussion to take stock of UN progress on initiatives for 
democracy and human rights. With Mark Lagon, deputy 
assistant secretary, International Organization Affairs, State 
Department; Magdy Martinez-Soliman, Practice Manager, 
Democratic-Governance Group, UNDP; Jennifer Windsor, 
executive director, Freedom House; and others.  

12:30 p.m. DEMOCRATS-LOBBYING REFORM _ 
Senators Lieberman, Feingold, and Obama hold a news 
conference to call for immediate attention on the Honest 
Leadership Act, the Democratic proposal to reform 
congressional lobbying rules.  Location: Senate Radi/TV 
Gallery.  Contacts: Jim Manley, 202-224-2939  

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. ECONOMICS-MUTUAL FUNDS 
_ The National Economics Club hosts a speech by Brian 
Reid, chief economist, Investment Company Institute, on 
``How Well is the Market for Mutual Funds Working?''  
Location: Chinatown Garden Restaurant, 618 H St, NW.  
Contacts: n/a, 202-493-8824  

1 p.m. DEMOCRATIC LEADERS _ Sen. Dick Durbin 
and Rep. Nancy Pelosi speak at the National Press Club to 
give the Democratic pre-buttal fo the State of the Union 
Address.  Location: National Press Club.  Contacts: Brendan 
Daly, 202-226-7616  

1 p.m. NORTHERN IRELAND _ The National Press 
Club holds an Afternoon Newsmaker news conferencde with 
the leader and deputy leader of the Social Democratic labor 
party of Northern Ireland discussing the peace process.  
Location: National Press Club.  Contacts: Peter Hickman, 
301-530-1210  

2 p.m. DEMOCRATS-BUDGET _ Rep. John Spratt and 
Sen. Kent Conrad hold a news conference on the CBO 
budget report.  Location: House Radio-TV Gallery.  

2 p.m. MASSACHUSETTS HEALTH CARE _ The 
Heritage Foundation holds a discussion with Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney on health care reform in his state.  
Location: Room 2261, Rayburn.  Contacts: n/a, 202-675-
1761  
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2:15 p.m. AFGHANISTAN _ U.S. Ambassador to 
Afghanistan Ronald Neumann holds an on-the-record briefing 
on the London Conference on Afghanistan next week.  
Location: Foreign Press Center, National Press Club.  
Contacts: Doris Robinson, 202-504-6353  Notes: Foreign 
media only.  

3 p.m. BUDGET _ The Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities holds a telephone briefing on the new budget and 
economic forecast by the CBO which will be released 
Thursday morning.  Contacts: Michelle Bazie, 202-408-1080  
Notes: Call Contact for details.  

Copyright 2006 by the Bulletin News Network, Inc.  
Reproduction without permission prohibited.  Editorial content 
is drawn from thousands of newspapers, national magazines, 
national and local television programs, and radio broadcasts.  
The Attorney General’s News Briefing is published five days a 
week for the Office of Public Affairs by BulletinNews, which 
creates custom news briefings for government and corporate 
leaders and also publishes the White House Bulletin, 
Frontrunner and Washington Morning Update.  We can be 
found on the Web at BulletinNews.com, or called at (703) 
749-0040. 
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TERRORISM NEWS: 
Senators Predict Congress Will Establish 
Military Commissions For Detainees Soon.  The 
Financial Times (7/3, Alden) reports, “The US Congress looks 
set to co-operate with President George W. Bush in devising 
rules for military commissions to try alleged terrorist 
detainees.  This follows last week’s historic Supreme Court 
decision that struck down the president’s claim that he could 
set the rules on his own authority.”  US lawmakers’ reaction to 
the ruling dominated the Sunday political shows.  GOP Sen. 
Arlen Specter, appearing on CBS’s Face the Nation (7/2, 
Schieffer), said, “The Judiciary Committee had hearings on 
Guantanamo last June.  And I made a trip there, and it’s been 
apparent to us for some time that the Supreme Court was 
going to impose some restrictions.  And we had legislation 
ready to go.  And I think that we should now have hearings in 
the Judiciary Committee, which we’ve scheduled for July 
11th.” M The Washington Times (7/3, Pfeiffer) notes Sen. 

Carl Levin, Michigan Democrat, “told CBS that his panel will 
‘have hearings in a couple of weeks.’” 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, also a Republican, on Fox News 
Sunday (7/2, Wallace) said, “I think what we will do this 
month, I hope, is to get some input from the great legal minds 
of our time, particularly military lawyers, retired and active 
duty military judge advocates. …  And I would hope Congress 
would have hearings about what to do in light of this decision 
and that we will sit down together…in August, write legislation 
and hopefully vote by September.” 

The New York Times (7/3, Toner) “both parties were 
treading carefully in a political and legislative terrain suddenly 
reconfigured by the Supreme Court. Most leaders on Sunday 
pledged bipartisan cooperation, but some fault lines were 
clear.”  Democratic Sen. Charles E. Schumer “said on ‘Meet 
the Press’ on NBC that ‘this White House has felt it could just 
change things unilaterally.’ Mr. Schumer added, ‘Had they 
come to Congress a few years ago on this issue, my guess is 
they would have gotten most of what they wanted.’”  But “in 
light of the court ruling, Mr. Schumer called on Attorney 
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General Alberto R. Gonzales to create an independent 
commission to conduct ‘a top-to-bottom legal review of all of 
the administration’s ongoing antiterror measures.’”  USA 
Today (7/3) reports “senior Democrats called for a broader 
review of whether Bush overstepped his war powers,” and 
notes Schumer’s comments. 

On ABC’s This Week (7/2, Stephanopoulos), 
Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein said, “This is the time for 
the Congress to come together, both political parties, and we 
can do this, and the President, and work out the parameters 
of whether it is a special authorized commission, whether it is 
a military tribunal.  But that gives the detainees the rights that 
the Constitution provides, and this is our strength.  It is not our 
weakness.”  And Democratic Sen. Jack Reed, on Fox News 
Sunday (7/2, Wallace), said, “The President declared that he 
essentially was operating in his own capacity as commander 
in chief, and I think the court reined him back, and I think it’s 
appropriate. …  What it insists is that the President come to 
the Congress and in a deliberate fashion and a democratic 
fashion we give him the authority that he needs.” 

In an analysis piece, the Los Angeles Times (6/3, 
Schmitt) says the ruling “has apparently presented the Bush 
administration and its allies in Congress with two choices -- 
both fraught with risk.  They can use the GOP majorities in 
the House and Senate to put a quick congressional seal of 
approval on something close to the existing system, but run 
the risk that it too will be struck down by the high court.”  Or 
“they can follow the path suggested by the court and devise a 
system embracing the procedural and other principles of the 
U.S. Uniform Code of Military Justice and the Geneva 
Convention, but risk the possibility that few, if any, of the 
alleged terrorists will be convicted.”  And “both choices, as 
well as attempts to chart a middle course, could set off the 
kind of protracted, internally divisive debate that the White 
House and GOP political strategists would not relish with the 
November elections approaching.” 

McCain Contends “All Of Us” Would Like To See 
Guantanamo Shut Down.  Sen. John McCain, on ABC’s 
This Week (7/2, Stephanopoulos), said, “All of us and the 
president has said he’d like to see Guantanamo shut down, 
but it’s not Guantanamo itself, it’s the status of these 
detainees.  And I believe that if we use the Supreme Court 
decision correctly, we will move forward and adjudicate these 
cases.” 

Experts Offer Tips On Complying With Court Ruling 
On Guantanamo Tribunals.  Time (7/10, Thornburgh) 
reports that the Supreme Court’s ruling in Hamdan v. 
Rumsfeld says that if the Bush Administration wants to hold 
special military tribunals to try terrorism suspects at 
Guantnamo Bay, “it can’t just declare them legal -- it needs to 
work with the other branches of government to make them 
so.”  Time notes that while the ruling was a “rebuke to the 

Administration’s claim that it alone can decide how to defend 
Americans from terrorism,” the High Court did not say 
“Guantnamo has to be closed. In fact, there are plenty of 
people who believe it’s possible to comply with the court’s 
ruling while protecting American citizens and extracting useful 
intelligence from detainees.”  Time lists several ways the 
Administration can fix Guantanamo, including working with 
Congress, repatriating the “small fish,” who have been 
determined not to have committed any hostile act against 
Americans or their allies, processing the habeas corpus 
cases, living by the Geneva rules and lifting the “veil of 
secrecy” over the prison. 

Bush, GOP Seen As Likely To Utilize Hamdan 
Decision As Campaign Issue.  The Washington Post’s 
Dana Milbank, on The Chris Matthews Show (7/2, Matthews) 
said, “Bush will be celebrating Hamdan the way the Muslims 
celebrate Ramadan. …  Now he can campaign against the 
Supreme Court, they can put legislation before the congress 
that gives him exactly what he wants, force the democrats to 
vote against them and say ‘those guys want to release all the 
terrorists.’  It’s going to be the 2002 and 2004 campaign all 
over again.”  Later in the program Milbank added, “It’s Max 
Cleland all over again.  You need one issue, one sort of 
wedge, and…this is exactly what the president wants.” 

The Weekly Standard’s Bill Kristol, on Fox News 
Sunday (7/2, Wallace), said, “This is going to be a great 
debate for Republicans in Congress for the next few months. 
…  Democrats are either going to have to basically 
acknowledge that the president has been right all along by 
authorizing what he wanted, and they’re going to have to 
rebuke the Supreme Court’s interpretation of the Geneva 
Conventions, or the Democrats are going to be in the position 
of saying that Al Qaida deserves protections like normal 
prisoners of war or like normal people in the American justice 
system.” 

WSJournal Says Case Should Be Election Issue.  
The Wall Street Journal (7/3) editorializes, “The Court’s 
opinion masks its own power grab by asserting that the 
executive must defer more to Congress in designing military 
commissions.”  But “the Court’s own deference to Congress is 
selective in the extreme, as it simply chose to ignore the clear 
intent of the Detainee Treatment Act that Congress passed 
only last December.”  The Journal adds, “We…certainly hope 
the Administration presses its case for military commissions 
to the Congress, including just how much due process 
protection the Members think al Qaeda detainees really 
deserve. An election is coming in which the prosecution of the 
war on terror will again be a major issue.  By all means let’s 
debate the proper care and handling of Osama’s bodyguard.” 

GOP Lawmakers Blast Court’s Interpretation Of 
Geneva Convention.  The AP (7/3, Yost) reports, “Two 
Republican senators said Sunday that Congress must rein in 
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the Supreme Court ruling that international law applies to the 
Bush administration’s conduct in the war on terror.”  On Fox 
News Sunday (7/2, Wallace) Sen. Lindsey Graham criticized 
the “Geneva Convention aspects” of the Hamdan decision, 
calling them “breathtaking.”  Graham argued that the 
“question for this country is should Al Qaida members who do 
not sign up to the Geneva Convention, who show disdain for 
it, who butcher our troops, be given the protections of a treaty 
they’re not part of.  My opinion -- no.  They should be 
humanely treated, but the Geneva Convention cannot be 
used in the war on terrorists to give the terrorists an 
opportunity to basically come at us hard without any 
restrictions on how we interrogate and prosecute.” 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, on NBC’s Meet The Press (7/2, 
Mitchell) said, “a very disturbing aspect of the decision was 
that the court held common Article 3 of the Geneva 
Conventions applicable to American servicemen. Now this 
means that American servicemen potentially could be 
accused of war crimes.  I think Congress is going to want to 
deal with that as well when it enacts these military 
commissions, and I think we need to do it soon.  And so we’ll 
be dealing with that in the coming weeks. …  I think we will 
have to act on this very soon, either in July or in September.  
Certainly in the next couple of months.” 

Rep. Peter King, on CNN’s Late Edition (7/2, Roberts) 
noted that “the Geneva Conventions apply to soldiers of 
established armies, of established governments, not to 
terrorists who are on the run, who are basically rag-tag 
operations and do not swear allegiance to a particular 
country. …  Because if we apply the Geneva Convention to 
them, that means all you ask them is their name, rank and 
serial number.” 

Kristol Says Court Committed “Act Of Judicial 
Imperialism.”  The Weekly Standard’s Bill Kristol, on Fox 
News Sunday (7/2, Wallace), added, “What the court did find 
-- let’s just be literal about this -- is that Common Article III of 
the Geneva Conventions applies to Al Qaida.  That is a 
breathtaking finding.  It is contrary to every understanding of 
what that article has meant for the last 50 years.  It is a pure 
act of judicial imperialism. …  And I think the Congress is 
going to have to repudiate the court.” 

Stevens Opinion Said To Reflect 1946 Ruling 
Penned By Rutledge.  The Washington Post (7/3, A19, 
Lane) reports in its “Full Court Press” column, “Justice John 
Paul Stevens wrote last week’s Supreme Court opinion 
striking down President Bush’s plan to put suspected 
terrorists on trial before military commissions.  But in a real 
sense, the opinion’s author was Wiley B. Rutledge, the justice 
for whom Stevens clerked during the court’s 1947-1948 term, 
and for whom he has expressed great admiration in the years 
since.”  Rutledge’s “most famous dissenting opinion came in 
1946, when he wrote that the majority of the court was wrong 

to deny a petition for habeas corpus by Tomoyuki Yamashita, 
the Japanese general sentenced to death by a U.S. military 
commission in the Philippines for atrocities committed by his 
troops. …  It is hard to imagine anyone less popular in the 
United States than Yamashita. But the man whose case was 
before the court last week, Osama bin Laden’s former aide, 
Salim Ahmed Hamdan, might qualify. Nevertheless, Stevens 
defended not Hamdan, but Hamdan’s rights.” 

GOP Intensifies Criticism Of Media Over Anti-
Terrorism Program Leaks.  The CBS Evening News 
(7/2, story 4, 2:20, Mitchell) reported, “A battle between the 
press and the White House is heating up tonight.”  CBS 
(Calvi) added Rep. Peter King has “cosponsored a 
congressional resolution condemning press reports that 
revealed a secret government program.  The program was 
designed to monitor millions of bank transactions to try to 
catch terrorists.”  President Bush (Wednesday):  “There can 
be no excuse for anyone entrusted with vital intelligence to 
leak it and no excuse for any newspaper to print it.”  Calvi:  
“‘The Wall Street Journal,’ ‘The New York Times’ and the ‘Los 
Angeles Times’ all reported on the surveillance program on 
the same day, but it’s been ‘The New York Times’ that’s been 
the focus of criticism, including by the editorial page of the 
‘Wall Street Journal.’”  Bill Keller, Executive Editor, “The New 
York Times”:  “The ‘Times’ is an easy target for conservatives 
partly because our opinion pages tend to be pretty tough on 
the Bush Administration.”  Calvi:  “Now, the Administration is 
considering its options.”  Rep. King “tells CBS News he’ll be 
asking the Attorney General to investigate how the 
information was obtained by the ‘Times’ and file criminal 
charges against any leakers and reporters who refuse to 
reveal those sources.” 

McCain Calls For Prosecution Of Terror Money 
Tracking Program Leakers.  The New York Post (7/3, Orin) 
reports that Sen. John McCain has ““joined the chorus of 
critics who say The New York Times was wrong to out a top-
secret terror money-tracking program, and he called for 
prosecuting the leakers.”  Speaking on ABC’s This Week, 
McCain said, “Tracking the money is always a vital tool, and 
members of Congress were kept informed and agreed to this 
program,” adding, “So, no, I don’t think [the Times] should 
have published it.”  The Post adds, “McCain also challenged 
the Times’ claim that it didn’t reveal any real secrets, saying, 
‘If The New York Times thinks the story was inconsequential, 
the legitimate question is: Why was it on the front page?’  
Asked if the Times should be prosecuted, McCain replied, ‘I 
think we should go after the leakers first.’” 

Document Outlines Bali Bombers’ Final Hours.  
The New York Times (7/3, Bonner) reports from Indonesia on 
“the playbook for a suicide bombing, including even a minute-
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by-minute choreography of the bombers’ final hours.  The 
Indonesian police uncovered the document from the 
computer of one of the planners of an attack last October in 
Bali, which killed 20 people when three men walked into 
separate restaurants and blew themselves up.”  The 
document “offers a rare glimpse into the minds of the most 
cunning terrorist plotters and of the kind of meticulous 
planning that lies behind their operations.  It also shows what 
even a small, local group with few resources can do, and the 
difficulty of thwarting their plans.”  The 34-page document, 
titled “The Bali Project,” was “found on the computer of Azhari 
Husin, a Malaysian-born engineer educated in Australia and 
Britain who became a master bomb maker and was one of 
the most dangerous terrorists in Southeast Asia until he was 
killed in a shootout with the police last November.”  The 
document “was given to The New York Times by a person 
who requested anonymity because it had not been officially 
released.  It was first reported on by Tempo, an English-
language weekly newsmagazine here.” 

WSJournal Says Islamists Should Not Turn 
Somalia Into Refuge For Terrorists.  An editorial in 
the Wall Street Journal (7/3) says, “There’s no appetite in the 
US for a large military intervention in Somalia, but that doesn’t 
mean the new regime should think it is immune from outside 
attention. So here’s a suggestion: Send an emissary to the 
new Islamist government and propose a deal: Hand over the 
1998 embassy bombers, refuse safe harbor to al Qaeda 
operatives, do not invade Somaliland and Puntland. Agree to 
that, and we will be able to get along. Don’t agree, and the 
US will do what it must to disrupt any terrorist camps or 
terrorist activity within its borders. …  The Somali Islamists 
need to understand that if they attempt to turn their country 
into another refuge for terrorists, it will end as badly for them 
as it did for the Taliban.” 

HOMELAND RESPONSE: 
L.A. Police Chief, Others, To Press Homeland 
Security For Greater Sharing Of Intelligence.  
The Los Angeles Times (7/1, Winton, McGreevy) reported, 
“Los Angeles Police Chief William J. Bratton said Friday that 
he and other big-city police chiefs will meet this month with 
top Homeland Security officials amid complaints that the 
federal agency isn’t doing enough to share information with 
local law enforcement nationwide.”  Bratton said it is not so 
much that DHS doesn’t “share intelligence,” but that “they 
don’t have intelligence.”  DHS spokesman Russ Knocke 
described the upcoming meeting as “an opportunity for the 
secretary to sit down with the chiefs of police for major cities 
and talk about information sharing.”  Homeland Security 

Secretary Michael Chertoff “wants to ‘listen to the concerns of 
the police chiefs and personally work to address the 
concerns,’” said Knocke. 

The AP (7/1) reported that Bratton said, “The good 
news is: We’ve seen some significant improvements in 
intelligence provided over the last year.”  The AP continued 
that Knocke “said that last year the federal agency provided 
more than 1,200 bulletins, notices and other dispatches to 
local law enforcement agencies.”  However, he added that 
DHS is “the first to say there is more work to be done.” 

WRC-TV Washington, DC (6/30) reported on its website 
that DC Police Chief Charles Ramsey is among those 
“complaining about a lack of information sharing during terror 
threats.”  Ramsey told NBC4 that he had sent a letter to 
Secretary Chertoff “and he has agreed to meet sometime in 
July along with out key staff people, and I’ll have some of the 
police chiefs who are also concerned.  Then we’ll sit down 
and talk about it.” 

WAR NEWS: 
Sunni Lawmakers Boycott Iraqi Parliament.  
The New York Times (7/3, Semple) reports, “The main Sunni 
Arab political bloc began a boycott of Parliament on Sunday 
to protest the kidnapping of a Sunni legislator and threatened 
to withdraw its members from the prime minister’s cabinet 
unless the lawmaker was freed within the next 48 hours.”  
The “walkout” was “the first serious disruption in Iraq’s new 
government and reflected the fragility of the power-sharing 
arrangement in the face of the relentless sectarian violence 
overwhelming the nation.”  The legislator, Tayseer Najah al-
Mashhadani, and eight of her guards “were kidnapped by 
people suspected of being Shiite militiamen on Saturday 
while driving into Baghdad from her home north of the 
capital.” 

The Washington Post (7/3, A15, Partlow) reports, “The 
decision by the Sunni Accord Front, which holds 44 seats in 
the 275-member parliament, threatens to pull the legislature 
apart.”  Sunni legislators “blamed the abduction on Shiite-led 
militias aligned with the majority political parties in Iraq.  Some 
accused the Iraqi security forces, who were near the 
kidnapping site in the Shaab neighborhood, of standing by 
and allowing Mashhadani’s convoy to be captured.”  The Los 
Angeles Times (7/3, Roug) also reports the story. 

Iraqi Government Publishes “Most Wanted 
List.”  The Financial Times (7/3, Negus) reports, “The Iraqi 
government on Sunday published a “most wanted” list topped 
by family and former associates of deposed president 
Saddam Hussein who reportedly finance and direct the 
insurgency.”  The list, “planned in parallel with the 
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government’s national reconciliation plan – suggests that the 
government considers a reconstructed Ba’ath party to be its 
most dangerous foe.” 

The AP (7/3, Juhi) notes Saddam’s “wife and eldest 
daughter are among 41 people on the Iraqi government’s 
most wanted list, along with the new leader of al-Qaida in 
Iraq, a top official announced Sunday.”  Saddam’s wife, 
Sajida Khairallah Tulfah, “was No. 17, just behind the ousted 
leader’s eldest daughter, Raghad.  Sajida is believed to be in 
Qatar, and Raghad lives in Jordan, where she was given 
refuge by King Abdullah II.” 

ABC World News Tonight (7/2, lead story, 2:50, Brown) 
reported, “Remember the deck of cards the US military put 
out just after the war?  Most of those have since been killed 
or captured, and the violence continued.  The list of 41 names 
was released by the national security adviser here, who said 
they’re all killers.  And will be hunted down, one by one.  He 
said the international police agency, Interpol, has been 
informed.”  Mouwafak Al-Rubaie, Iraqi National Security 
Adviser:  “This list shows those who are trying to destroy our 
country.”  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 3, 1:55, Cowan) 
said it was “the latest step in the government’s security 
crackdown that has failed so far to stem the violence in Iraq.” 

Violence Continues In Iraq.  The CBS Evening News 
(7/2, story 2, 0:10, Mitchell) reported, “Another bloody day in 
Iraq.  South of Baghdad, four were killed and 22 wounded 
after a bomb went off.  This one day after a car bomb in a 
Baghdad market killed more than 60.” 

Further Details Of Alleged Iraq Rape Surface.  
The Washington Post (7/3, Knickmeyer) reports the version of 
the alleged rape and murders by US GIs told by a neighbor, 
Omar Janabi.  It gives the victim’s age as 15 and contains his 
account of finding the family’s bodies, as well as graphic 
descriptions of the bodies from death certificates.  The Post 
writes, “The case is at least the fourth American military 
investigation announced since March of alleged atrocities by 
U.S. forces in Iraq.  The rape allegation makes the 
Mahmudiyah case potentially incendiary in Iraq. Rape is seen 
as a crime smearing the honor of the family as well as the 
victim in conservative communities here.” 

Senate Intelligence Committee “Statements” 
Investigation Stalled.  In the National Review (7/17), 
Byron York says the Senate Intelligence Committee “is 
engaged in a protracted investigation of the public statements 
of President Bush, Vice President Cheney, top administration 
officials, lawmakers in the House and Senate, and even 
officials of previous administrations to determine whether they 
exaggerated, cherry-picked, misrepresented, or otherwise 
manipulated intelligence in the run-up to the war.”  But it is 

“not going well.  In fact, the ‘statements investigation’ is the 
main roadblock to completion of what is called ‘Phase Two’ of 
the committee’s probe of pre-war intelligence.”  After 
Democrats “first proposed to investigate only Bush 
administration officials,” Chairman Pat Roberts “pointed out 
that many members of Congress, as well as many members 
of the Clinton administration, had also made statements 
about Iraq’s supposed WMD capabilities.”  But Roberts added 
when “senators evaluate each statement in light of the 
intelligence that was available at the time, he proposed, they 
should do so blindly — that is, not knowing the identity of the 
speaker, so they would not allow any biases to influence their 
judgment on the appropriateness or inappropriateness of the 
statement.”  It would “not be an exaggeration to say that 
Democrats — behind the scenes, of course — went bonkers 
over that suggestion.”  What had “started as a way to criticize 
the Bush administration threatened to backfire on 
Democrats.” 

Bush Seen As Uninterested In Seeking 
Democratic Support For Iraq Policy.  In the New 
Republic’s TRB column (7/10), Peter Beinart says, “Why 
doesn’t George W. Bush want to win in Iraq?  Seriously.  The 
past several weeks have forced him to choose between two 
big goals:  Demonizing Democrats to help the GOP retain 
control of Congress and fostering a domestic climate that 
gives the new Iraqi government the best chance to survive.  
And, again and again, he has chosen door number one.”  
Swallowing the concessions needed from the US to secure 
the Iraqi government “will require a bipartisan bargain -- the 
kind of ceasefire required for difficult domestic changes like 
reforming Social Security or the tax code.”  But “over the past 
several weeks, President Bush has done exactly the 
opposite.  Rove and company immediately wielded Zarqawi’s 
death as a partisan club, saying that, if Democrats had their 
way, he’d still be loose.” 

Raid Reveals Tensions Between US Forces, 
Afghan Government.  The New York Times (7/3, Gall) 
reports from Kabul, “A joint military raid by American and 
Afghan forces on an unobtrusive house here in the capital on 
March 20 has pointed up the tensions between the American 
military and the Afghan Defense Ministry over the conduct of 
counterinsurgency raids, particularly in Kabul, the Afghan 
defense minister says.”  The raid “was led by masked 
American special forces, and included eight members of a 
unit of the Afghan National Army.  The involvement of Afghan 
soldiers prompted the defense minister, Gen. Abdur Rahim 
Wardak, who had no advance notice of the raid, to bar 
Afghan Army personnel from taking part in any raids on 
houses or compounds.” 
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Two British Soldiers Killed.  The Washington Post 
(7/3, A16, Tran) reports, “An insurgent attack on a British 
base killed two soldiers and an Afghan interpreter, military 
officials said Sunday, while at least 20 insurgents were killed 
in clashes and coalition airstrikes.”  An AH-64 Apache attack 
helicopter “crashed Saturday in an accident in southern 
Afghanistan, killing one crew member, the US military said.” 

Pakistani Journalist Sees Dire Situation In 
Afghanistan.  Ahmed Rashid, a Pakistani journalist, writes in 
the Washington Post (7/3, A21), “The current political and 
military meltdown in Afghanistan was entirely predictable and 
avoidable. For the past three years Afghans, their president, 
Hamid Karzai, and foreign experts have been warning that 
the failure of the United States and the international 
community to provide sufficient economic, military and 
reconstruction resources to the fledgling Afghan government 
would lead to a Taliban resurgence and disillusionment 
among the Afghan people.  That is exactly what has 
happened.”  But “there is still a way out of the mess if the 
international community and the Afghans pull together, rather 
than being at odds with one another. Karzai set the ball rolling 
late last month by calling for a joint strategy in a critical 
meeting with the most important foreign players in Kabul.”  
Rashid adds the UN Security Council “needs to give the UN 
officials in Kabul the responsibility for coordinating the 
international response to the crisis and economic and political 
strategies with the Afghan government.” 

US Military Faces Shortfall In Special Forces 
Troops.   USA Today (7/3, Brook) reports, “The Army, 
Navy and Air Force face shortages of elite special operations 
forces that are playing a leading role in the war against 
terrorism, military records show.”  The shortfall of Army 
special operations, Navy SEALs and Air Force “combat 
controllers persists as the Pentagon seeks to expand the 
forces by 15% over the next four years to bolster the anti-
terrorism campaign.  One reason for the shortage is the 
intense training. The Navy says only 35 of 166 candidates will 
qualify as SEALs.”  USA Today adds, “Retention also is a 
problem. Some veterans can make $780 a day as civilian 
security contractors in Iraq, says Rep. Jim Saxton, R-N.J., 
chairman of a House Armed Services subcommittee that 
oversees special operations troops. Bonuses as high as 
$150,000 have helped stanch that loss, he says.” 

Pentagon Officers Said To Be Resisting 
Rumsfeld, Cheney On Iran Bombing Plans.  In 
the New Yorker (7/10-17), Seymour Hersh writes that 
included with the Bush White House’s offer to Iran to 
negotiate over its nuclear program if it suspended its uranium 
enrichment program included “an unspoken threat:  The US 
Strategic Command, supported by the Air Force, has been 

drawing up plans, at the President’s direction, for a major 
bombing campaign in Iraq.  Inside the Pentagon, senior 
commanders have increasingly challenged the President’s 
plans, according to active duty and retired officers and 
officials.”  Senior officers “have told the Administration that the 
bombing campaign will probably not succeed in destroying 
Iran’s nuclear program.  They have also warned that an 
attack could lead to serious economic, political, and military 
consequences for the US.”  A retired four star general, “who 
ran a major command, said, ‘The system is starting to sense 
the end of the road, and they don’t want to be condemned by 
history.  They want to be able to say, ‘We stood up.’”  The 
New Yorker adds the “discord over Iran can, in part, be 
ascribed to Rumsfeld’s testy relationship with the generals.  
They see him as high-handed and unwilling to accept 
responsibility for what has gone wrong in Iraq.”  But Rumsfeld 
is “not alone in the Administration where Iran is concerned; he 
is closely allied with Dick Cheney, and,” a Pentagon 
consultant said, “‘the President generally defers to the Vice 
President on all these issues,’ such as dealing with the 
specifics of a bombing campaign if diplomacy fails.” 

Iran Rejects Western Deadline On Nuclear 
Proposal.  The New York Times (7/3, Fathi) reports, “Iran on 
Sunday again rejected a deadline to respond to an 
international proposal to end the standoff over its nuclear 
program, saying it would respond a month.  ‘We do not 
consider such statements as constructive and invite them to 
wait for our answer until next month,’ said Hamidreza Assefi, 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman, the ISNA news agency 
reported.  The next month in the Iranian calendar begins July 
23.”  Assefi “was responding to a statement made at a 
meeting of the Group of 8’s foreign ministers on Thursday in 
Russia, during which they demanded Iran make a ‘clear and 
substantive’ response to the proposal in a week. P resident 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad had previously said Iran would give 
its answer around Aug. 23.” 

Iran To Cut Refined Oil Imports, Ration Gasoline.  
The Washington Times (7/3, Mihailescu) reports, “Iran, which 
relies on imports for almost half its refined petroleum 
products, plans to halt those imports and introduce gasoline 
rationing later this year, the government announced.”  The 
decision “appears related to a plan to allow the nation’s 
heavily subsidized gasoline to spike in price in order to reduce 
the smuggling of fuel to neighboring countries, a practice that 
aggravates shortages and costs the country billions of dollars 
every year.” 

DOJ: 
Kennedy Emerges As Swing Vote On High 
Court.  The Christian Science Monitor (7/3, Richey) notes 
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that with the addition of President Bush’s two nominees, Chief 
Justice John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito, the supreme 
Court “has grown more conservative.”  The Monitor also 
notes that Justice Anthony Kennedy “will likely decide how far 
to the right the law moves under the new lineup of justices at 
the nation’s highest court.”  According to the Monitor, “In 
years past, Kennedy shared the swing-vote designation with 
O’Connor. But with her departure he occupies the court’s 
decisive center alone. That puts Kennedy in an even more 
powerful position than O’Connor, legal analysts say. …  
Kennedy’s power was on full display last week when he 
joined the court’s liberal wing to forcefully strike down 
President Bush’s plan to put terror suspects on trial before 
military commissions at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba.” 

Roberts Court Seen As Less Contentious Than 
Rehnquist’s.  Time (7/10, Rosen) reports that that Supreme 
Court’s first year under Chief Justice John Roberts “has not 
been ordinary. As evidenced last week when the court struck 
down the Bush Administration’s use of military tribunals, the 
Justices are suddenly unafraid to talk to one another in 
personal terms.”  By the time the Court adjourned for the 
summer, “the usual decorous costume drama that is a 
Supreme Court term had morphed into something much 
closer -- in vitriol, tension and drama -- to a soap opera.”  
Time notes, however, that despite “the impression left by its 
rush of final decisions, the Roberts court is, at least so far, 
less fractured than the court led for 19 years by William 
Rehnquist. Almost half its decisions this year had no dissents, 
compared with 38% in Rehnquist’s final term, and the tally of 
16 cases decided by a 5-to-4 vote is seven fewer than under 
Rehnquist.” 

GOP To Focus On Judicial Confirmations.  The 
Washington Times (7/3, Hurt) reports, “In coming weeks, 
Republicans on Capitol Hill plan for the first major push on 
judges since Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice 
Samuel A. Alito Jr. were confirmed to the Supreme Court.”  In 
“the nearly six months since Justice Alito was confirmed, only 
14 federal judges have been seated.”  That’s “the slowest six-
month period since early 2004, according to documents kept 
by the Department of Justice’s Office of Legal Policy.”  The 
Times adds, “The plans for renewed emphasis on judges 
comes after a consortium of conservative leaders expressed 
deep displeasure with both the White House and Republican 
leaders on Capitol Hill in recent months over the slowed pace 
of confirmations.”  The conservatives wrote “a letter to Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist, Senate Majority Whip Mitch 
McConnell and other Republican leaders in the body.”  The 
“83 signers of the letter…include such conservative icons as 
Paul Weyrich, Alan Keyes, Richard Viguerie, Abigail 
Thernstrom, David A. Keene, L. Brent Bozell III and Bill 
Donohue.” 

CORPORATE SCANDALS: 
Impact Of US Abramoff Probe Into Ex-Guam 
Governor Remains Unclear.  The Guam Pacific Daily 
News (7/3, Kang) reports, “The fallout over the federal 
investigation of a possible link between disgraced lobbyist 
Jack Abramoff and former Democratic Gov. Carl Gutierrez 
remains unclear.  The U.S. Department of Justice on Friday 
issued a report on the replacement of Frederick Black as the 
island’s U.S. Attorney, in which lobbyist Jack Abramoff told 
investigators he was helping Gutierrez get rid of Black. 
Gutierrez on Saturday denied those allegations.  Former 
Guam delegate and Democratic gubernatorial candidate 
Robert Underwood, in a phone interview from Seattle, said 
the case warrants further investigation. In particular, he said, 
inquiries should be made into whether Abramoff received 
monetary compensation of any kind and where that money 
might have come from. Gutierrez on Saturday said he nor his 
administration never paid Abramoff for any lobbying efforts.”  
Underwood “went on to say that if any additional information 
of a conspiratorial nature is revealed in subsequent 
investigations, those responsible should be prosecuted. 
Accountable ‘First of all, the voters should hold them 
accountable and secondly the law should hold them 
accountable,’ he said.” 

The Guam Pacific Daily News (7/3, Daleno) reports 
Gutierrez “praised a recently released federal investigation 
into the removal of former acting U.S. Attorney Fred Black, 
saying Black’s smear of his replacement, Leonardo Rapadas, 
is a ‘prime example of his operations.’  Gutierrez yesterday 
released a written statement responding to the report, 
accusing Black of blocking local attempts at self-government. 
During a Saturday interview with the Pacific Daily News, 
Gutierrez denied statements in the Department of Justice 
report that lobbyist Jack Abramoff was working on his behalf 
to get Black removed.”  Gutierrez “acknowledged meeting 
with Abramoff during a dinner in the nation’s capital, where 
the topic of Black’s nomination came up, but he did not 
elaborate on what happened after that, saying only that he 
found it ‘interesting’ that Abramoff wanted to meet him.  A 
Justice Department Office of Inspector General report, 
released Friday in Washington, D.C., states that Abramoff 
told federal investigators he began working on behalf of 
Gutierrez, who was governor at the time, to lobby for the 
removal of Black when certain Gutierrez administration 
officials were under federal investigation.” 

The Guam Pacific Daily News (7/2, Limtiaco) reports, 
“Former Democratic Sen. Mark Charfauros yesterday 
acknowledged that he probably was lobbyist Jack Abramoff’s 
closest friend on Guam, but he disputed a U.S. Department of 
Justice report released yesterday.”  Charfauros said he “did 
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ask his friend Abramoff for help in securing a confirmed U.S. 
Attorney for Guam, but said he was not working with 
Gutierrez on the matter and did not send the e-mail stated in 
the report.  ‘No way. I’d like to see that e-mail. That didn’t 
happen. I never filed any kind of e-mail, saying that 
nominations are gonna come out of Carl Gutierrez. Carl 
Gutierrez had nothing to do with this whole issue,’ Charfauros 
said.”  The Guam Pacific Daily News (7/2, Daleno, 
Tamondong) reports Abramoff “has told federal investigators 
and said in e-mails that he worked on behalf” of  Gutierrez to 
remove Black. 

Tenet CEO Faces Challenge Of Moving On 
After Settlement With DOJ.  The Wall Street Journal 
(7/3, Rundle) reports Trevor Fetter “inherited a financial and 
legal morass in 2003, when he took the top job at Tenet 
Healthcare Corp., the big hospital operator.  Now, with most 
of the company’s legal woes behind him, Mr. Fetter is turning 
to his next task: moving on.”  Tenet last week “agreed to pay 
the Justice Department $725 million to settle a host of 
investigations, including allegations that it gamed the 
Medicare system to generate lucrative payments it didn’t 
deserve.”  Fetter’s “biggest challenge will be to persuade 
doctors to send more patients to Tenet hospitals, many of 
which languished as Tenet conserved cash in anticipation of 
the Justice Department settlement.  Today, those hospitals 
lack the latest CT scanners and other high-tech equipment 
that doctors crave.” 

Austin Banker Nearing Victory In S&L Case.  
The Austin American-Statesman (7/3, Elder) reports, “Austin 
real estate developer Alfred Hughes was close to giddy when 
he acquired an El Paso savings and loan in 1988.  ‘We’re 
sitting on top of the world,’ he said after federal regulators 
approved the purchase. ‘We’re very comfortable working in a 
regulated environment.’  Less than two years later, regulators 
shuttered El Paso Federal Savings and Loan. For the past 16 
years, Hughes has been trying to collect the $46.5 million he 
says the government cost him by improperly closing and then 
liquidating the institution.  Among the assets Hughes lost 
when the thrift closed was his ownership of 4,500 acres of 
Steiner Ranch in western Travis County, now a development 
of high-end homes.”  While the “legal battle may roll on, in a 
continuing echo of the massive savings and loan crisis of the 
1980s and early 1990s, Hughes won a big victory last month.  
Senior Judge James Merow of the U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims awarded Hughes the full amount, ruling that a 1989 
federal law had unfairly imposed new financial requirements 
on thrifts.” 

BP Traders Lost $10 Million, Court Documents 
Show.  Bloomberg (7/3) reports, “The three BP Plc traders 

accused by regulators of attempting to corner the U.S. 
propane market lost $10 million when they failed to sell their 
inventory, court documents show.  The traders in February 
2004 sought to make more than $20 million by holding most 
of the propane on a pipeline that ships the heating fuel from a 
hub in Texas to the U.S. Midwest and Northeast, according to 
transcripts filed June 28 with the U.S. District Court in Illinois 
by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. Instead, 
they were stuck with much of the fuel as the market plunged 
on March 1.”  BP, “which made $2.8 billion trading oil and gas 
in 2005, and other oil companies are facing increased 
scrutiny from U.S. regulators and lawmakers as near-record 
oil prices have boosted gasoline, heating oil and natural gas 
prices to records in the past year.” 

Levin, Coleman Want More Oversight Of Energy 
Markets.  The Financial Times (7/3, Grant) reports United 
Kingdom energy firm BP, “has suspended three Houston-
based traders at the centre of an alleged propane price 
manipulation scheme, as alarm rose in Washington over the 
need to police energy markets.  Senior US senators have 
warned congress that ‘too many trades’ are occurring without 
regulatory oversight.”  Sen. Carl Levin said, “It’s time to put 
the cop back on the beat in these markets to make sure 
ordinary Americans aren’t ripped off.”  The Times adds 
Levin’s “call, in a bipartisan report to congress last week by 
the Senate’s Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, is 
the clearest sign yet that lawmakers believe the US energy 
markets are still open to manipulation years after the collapse 
of Enron exposed the weakness of lightly regulated energy 
markets.”  Sens. Levin and Norm Coleman “urged congress 
to ‘eliminate the Enron loophole’ by extending the power of 
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, the US futures 
industry regulator, to oversee over-the-counter (OTC) energy 
markets.” 

Bermuda Unit Said To Be At Center Of Refco 
Collapse.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Mollenkamp, 
Mcdonald, Mckay) reports on the failure and bankruptcy filing 
of hedge fund manager Refco, “one of the largest and 
swiftest failures in recent Wall Street history.  Refco, one of 
the world’s largest commodities brokerages, was a global 
trading hub for corporations, government agencies, individual 
clients and hedge funds.  And yet its spectacular collapse 
came out of nowhere.”  There are “thousands of big and small 
investors trying to recover about $1.8 billion of assets missing 
from client accounts.”  The “inside story of Refco’s collapse” is 
now “emerging in federal bankruptcy-court proceedings in 
lower Manhattan and in related civil and criminal actions.  At 
its center is Refco Capital Markets Ltd. of Hamilton, Bermuda.  
Court proceedings have uncovered a host of unusual 
practices by the Bermuda unit that appear to have contributed 
both to Refco’s rapid growth and to its catastrophic fall.” 
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SEC Sues To End German Bond Investment 
Scheme.  USA Today (7/3, Smith) reports Las Vegas 
investor Jeffrey Weston “has been snapping up Germany 
Weimar Republic bonds from the 1920s on the premise that 
$1,000 in IOUs payable in gold then are today worth about $1 
billion apiece,” persuading “dozens of investors to give him 
$7.7 million to purchase the antique certificates, which lost 
much of their value after Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933.”  
Last week, the Securities and Exchange Commission “said 
Weston had spun a fantastic tale while spending $2 million of 
investors’ money on a house and cars and tucking away 
$454,000 more in Swiss bank accounts.”  The SEC “sued to 
halt Weston’s promotions, freeze his funds and recover what 
authorities say might be only pennies on the dollar.  The FBI 
and Texas authorities also are investigating, court records 
show.” 

CRIMINAL LAW: 
DOJ Issues New Subpoena For Jefferson 
Emails.  Roll Call (7/3, Bresnahan) reports, “The Justice 
Department has issued a new subpoena for e-mails from 
Rep. William Jefferson (D-La.), who is at the center of an 
ongoing bribery and corruption investigation.”  The subpoena, 
“approved by a federal grand jury in Alexandria, Va., was sent 
last week to James Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House.”  The Jefferson probe “is being overseen by the US 
attorney’s office in Alexandria.”  The subpoena “was read into 
the Congressional Record on Thursday evening, as required 
under House rules, but did not specify that Jefferson was the 
target of the request.” 

Indictment Seen As Wild Card In Ney’s 
Electoral Chances.  USA Today (7/3, Lawrence) 
reports, “There’s often a caveat these days when Ohio 
Republicans talk about re-election prospects for their 
embattled congressman, Bob Ney.  As state Rep. Clyde 
Evans put it at a recent GOP barbecue, ‘Unless he’s indicted, 
I think he’ll do very well.’”  Ney “hasn’t been charged and says 
he has done nothing wrong. He also says he’ll run even if 
he’s indicted. …  Some of Ney’s past backers, however, say 
an indictment would change their votes. Some already are 
considering a switch to Democrat Zack Space, 45, an 
attorney and hotel developer from Dover.” 

Government Corruption Cases Persist In 
Connecticut.  The Washington Post (7/3, A3, 
Fahrenthold) reports the “past few years have revealed so 
many tales of graft, malfeasance and all-purpose criminality 
by public servants in Connecticut that it’s hard to choose the 
most brazen.”  A “tradition of bad behavior by officeholders 

persists here, despite numerous prosecutions and attempts at 
reform.  If more proof were needed, it has come in the past 
few weeks, with three new scandals involving current or 
former big-city mayors.”  When Gov. John Rowland “resigned, 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced in March 2005 to a year 
and a day in jail, ‘everybody thought that was going to be the 
end of it,’ said John M. Orman, a professor of politics at 
Fairfield University in Fairfield, Conn.  Instead, he said, the 
continuing parade of misdeeds has helped the state live up to 
a new nickname, ‘Corrupticut.’”  The Post adds the “recent 
scandals here include the tearful, nationally televised 
admission on June 20 by Bridgeport Mayor John M. Fabrizi 
(D) that he had used cocaine while in office.”  Other cases 
“include a former mayor and city council member from 
Middletown -- who pleaded guilty late last month to fraud for 
embezzling money from his law clients -- and a new charge 
against Joseph Santopietro, the former mayor of Waterbury.” 

Missouri Supreme Court Ruling Alters Rules 
For Sex Offenders.  The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (7/2, 
Franck) reports, “Thousands of offenders would no longer be 
required to provide information for Missouri’s sex offender 
registry after a ruling Friday by the Missouri Supreme Court, 
according to the lawyer behind the litigation.  While the high 
court upheld the constitutionality of the state’s sex offender 
registry law, it ruled that the statute should not apply to nearly 
all of those convicted of crimes prior to 1995, when the law 
took effect. One key exception is sexually violent predators, 
who will stay on the list regardless of when their crimes 
occurred.  Just how many of Missouri’s more than 11,000 
registered sex offenders would be affected by the ruling was 
unclear Friday. Tim Hull, a spokesman for the Missouri 
Highway Patrol, which maintains the list, said officials must 
review the ruling in detail.  But Arthur Benson II, the lawyer 
who brought the case, estimates that thousands would no 
longer have to be registered as sex offenders. Currently, the 
registry includes offenses from 1979 to the present. Crimes 
committed during more than half of those years would not be 
included in the registry.”  Benson said the ruling “addresses 
‘the height of unfairness’ in the current law, which requires 
people to register even for crimes they committed years 
before the registry law was conceived.” 

Denver Post Urges Online Safety Precautions For 
Minors.  The Denver Post (7/3) editorializes, “There has been 
a great deal of concern recently - among lawmakers, in the 
courts and in the media - about the dangers faced by children 
on the Internet.  Indeed, the statistics about online predators 
are frightening. Just in the last three years, 7,600 offenders 
have been caught and arrested for sexual solicitations.  
According to a U.S. Department of Justice survey, 1 in 5 girls 
and 1 in 10 boys admitted to being sexually solicited on the 
Internet.  The Internet has proven to be a riveting tool for 
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children - it provides an incredible opportunity for students to 
gain a broader view of the world, collect research for school 
projects, and keep in contact with family and friends. …  It 
doesn’t make sense to deal with Internet risks by locking up 
your children’s computer, but it’s vital for parents and 
guardians to monitor their online use.  Through awareness, 
parent-child communication and a few safety precautions, 
kids and teens can appreciate the benefits of the Internet 
while dodging most of the dangers.” 

Irving, Texas, Police May Be Chastised Over 
Amber Alert.  The Dallas Morning News (7/2, Mosier) 
reports, “The Irving Police Department could face an informal 
reprimand for issuing an Amber Alert for 2-year-old Elian 
Majano, who disappeared from a park more than a week ago 
and is still missing.  Evidence of abduction is a requirement 
for activating the regional alert system, but Police Chief Larry 
Boyd said there was no such evidence in this case. The task 
force that runs the local system reviews each alert to 
determine whether it was warranted.  There were ‘no signs of 
abduction, but we couldn’t rule it out,’ Chief Boyd said.” 

ABC News Poll Finds 65% Favor Death Penalty 
For Murder.  ABC World News Tonight (7/2, story 6, 0:30, 
Harris) reported, “Today marks 30 years since the United 
States Supreme Court ruling that reinstated the death 
penalty.  A new ABC News poll finds that support for capital 
punishment has fallen over the past decade, but when it 
comes to the worst crimes, most Americans remain in favor of 
it:   65% approve of executing people convicted of murder.  
Since July 2nd, 1976, 1,029 people have been put to death in 
this country, more than a third of them in Texas.” 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 
Hollywood, Florida, May Seek More Time In 
Religious Discrimination Lawsuit.  The Miami 
Herald (7/3, Wright) reports Hollywood, Florida, “is expected 
to ask a federal judge today for more time to settle a religious 
discrimination lawsuit brought against the city by an Orthodox 
synagogue.  Jury selection is scheduled to start at 9 a.m. 
before Judge Joan Lenard in U.S. District Court in Miami.  
The city last week offered a last-minute deal to end the five-
year dispute with the Hollywood Community Synagogue 
Chabad Lubavitch.  Now, the congregation wants time to 
consider the offer.  Even if the settlement is accepted, 
Hollywood leaders may face a fresh round of lawsuits -- this 
time from neighbors concerned that the deal would allow the 
synagogue to expand without their input or city approval.” 

La Tuna Federal Prison Inmates Claim Rights 
Violations.  The El Paso Times (7/3, Roberts) reports, 
“Inmates held at the various La Tuna federal prison facilities 
are convinced they have been denied visits, thrown in ‘the 
hole’ for minor infractions and denied access to the prison law 
library because they went public with a lawsuit claiming the 
federal Bureau of Prisons isn’t following its own procedures.  
Requests for interviews with two of the inmates have been 
denied twice by La Tuna officials who said it was for the 
safety of the prisoners.  By mail, those inmates have said 
they want to be interviewed. In that correspondence, they 
have claimed they are experiencing retaliation for their lawful 
actions.”  But La Tuna spokesman Israel Jacquez said, 
“That’s just simply not true.  These guys went to the press. 
That’s their right. ...  If we believe a staff member is retaliating 
against an inmate, no matter how frivolous the allegation may 
be, it is referred to the office of internal affairs.” 

Texas Redistricting Verdict Could Result In 
“Ripple Effect.”  The Washington Times (7/3, 
Aynesworth) reports last week’s Supreme Court ruling “on the 
constitutionality of the 2003 Tom DeLay-led Texas 
redistricting coup was a distinct victory for the Republican 
Party, but it could spawn some interesting fallout.”  In order to 
make the 23rd CD compliant “with the Voting Rights Act, some 
predict that several additional districts will have to be 
retooled.”  Rep. Henry Bonilla said, “Anyone who thinks there 
isn’t going to be a ripple effect when countless counties are 
traded with other congressional districts is not seeing the big 
picture.”  The Times ads the “worst that could happen from 
the Republican viewpoint, several political analysts say, is that 
Mr. Bonilla might lose the reconstituted 23rd District.”   

Hitchens Says Congress Should Not “Waste” 
More Time On Flag Amendment.  Christopher 
Hitchens writes in Wall Street Journal (7/3) that the “so-called 
‘flag-burning’ amendment should never be allowed to waste 
any more congressional time. …  It’s easy enough to boast 
that ‘these colors do not run.’ However, those who mistake 
the symbol for the essence are manifesting not a show of 
spirit for the former but a pathetic lack of confidence in the 
latter.” 

WPost Praises McConnell Stance On Flag Burning 
Amendment.  An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, A20) 
says the recent Senate debate over a flag burning 
amendment “managed to bring out some of the worst in 
politicians of both parties. …  If there is a hero in this episode, 
it is the man who would succeed Mr. Frist as leader, Majority 
Whip Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). Mr. McConnell could have put 
the amendment over the top by abandoning his opposition. 
To his credit, he didn’t, and he was joined by two other 
Republicans, Sens. Lincoln D. Chafee (R.I.) and Robert F. 
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Bennett (Utah). As Mr. McConnell explained in a column 
posted on his Senate Web site, ‘No act of speech is so 
obnoxious that it merits tampering with our First Amendment. 
Our Constitution, and our country, is stronger than that.’” 

ANTITRUST: 
US Investigating Kosher Slaughterhouses For 
Possible Antitrust Violations.  The Asbury Park 
Press/AP (7/3) reports, “The federal government is 
investigating kosher slaughterhouses and suppliers for 
possible antitrust practices, according to a lawyer for one of 
the firms.  AgriProcessors Inc., the world’s largest kosher 
slaughterhouse, received a grand jury subpoena requesting 
documents and was cooperating with the investigation, 
attorney Nathan Lewin said Friday.”  It was “not immediately 
clear exactly how many slaughterhouses and suppliers were 
involved in the probe.  The U.S. Department of Justice did not 
immediately return a phone call for comment from The 
Associated Press late Friday.” 

Second Quarter Merger Activity Was Prolific.  
The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Berman) reports a “strong first 
quarter for mergers continued in the second quarter, as deals 
rolled in from seemingly every sector:  Banks, stock 
exchanges, oil companies, real-estate firms and consumer-
products companies.  It was one of history’s largest and most 
diverse corporate-buying sprees, with nearly $1 trillion in 
deals around the world.”  The “frenetic deal-making produced 
the third most-active quarter since Thomson Financial began 
keeping track in 1985.  It amounted to more than $916 billion 
of announced transactions, according to Thomson, up about 
35% from about $676 billion a year earlier.” 

Despite Consolidation, Growth Opportunities 
Elusive For Commercial Satellite Industry.  The 
Wall Street Journal (7/3, Pasztor) reports that while 
“consolidation and cost cutting have swept across the 
commercial-satellite industry,” the “surviving operators are 
finding growth opportunities as elusive as ever.”  Intelsat Ltd. 
and PanAmSat Holding Corp. “are set to complete a $3.2 
billion merger today, creating a closely held company whose 
fleet of more than 50 orbiting spacecraft will make it the 
largest and most diversified global satellite-services operator.”  
But in “an industry with huge capital-investment needs and 
average annual growth rates hovering around 3% or less, the 
combined company faces major integration, personnel and 
marketing challenges to break out of that historical slow-
growth pattern.” 

The Washington Post (7/3, D1, Witte) reports Intelsat 
Ltd. of Washington will “become the world’s largest 

commercial satellite operator today when it completes its 
purchase of the firm that had been its toughest domestic 
competitor.”  The combined company “will lose money.  
PanAmSat earned $72.7 million last year, but Intelsat lost far 
more, about $325 million. Already deep in debt, Intelsat is 
borrowing heavily to finance the purchase.” 

FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS: 
FBI Agent Came Close To Linking Cole, 9/11 
Plots.  The New Yorker (7/10-17, Wright) reports on the 
story Ali Soufan, who, at the time of the attack on the USS 
Cole in 2000, was “the only FBI agent in the city [New York] 
who spoke Arabic, and one of only eight in the country.”  
Soufan’s language skills, “his relentlessness, and his roots in 
the Middle East made him invaluable in helping the FBI 
understand al Qaeda, an organization that few Americans 
were even aware of before the embassy bombings.”  During 
the Cole investigation, an al Qaeda suspect told Soufan “that 
several months before the Cole attack he and one of the 
bombers had delivered thirty-six thousand dollars to Khallad, 
the one-legged al Qaeda lieutenant, in Bangkok.  The 
money,” the suspect added, “was meant only to buy Khallad a 
new prosthesis.”  But Soufan “was suspicious of this 
explanation,” because “money always flowed toward an 
operation, not away from it.  He wondered if al Qaeda had a 
bigger plot underway.”  In November, 2000, “a month after 
the Cole bombing, Soufan sent the agency the first of several 
official queries.  On Soufan’s behalf, the director of the FBI 
sent a letter to the director of the CIA, formally asking for 
information about Khallad, and whether there might have 
been an al Qaeda meeting somewhere in Southeast Asia 
before the bombing.  The agency said that it had nothing.”  
But if the agency “had responded candidly to Soufan’s 
requests, it would have revealed its knowledge of an al 
Qaeda cell that was already forming inside the US,” which 
eventually became the 9/11 conspiracy. 

Post-9/11 Criticism, Private Sector Pay Driving 
Senior Officials From FBI.  Under the headline “An 
Exodus of Agents,” Time (7/10, Bennett, Zagorin) reports in 
its “Notebook” section, “Office birthday parties must make FBI 
Director Robert Mueller a little nervous these days.”  The 
rumors that Deputy Director John Pistole “was going to bolt 
for a lucrative job in the private sector” when he turns 50 this 
month “got so loud that Pistole took it upon himself to assure 
Mueller that he wasn’t leaving,” citing, in part, the departure of 
“so many other senior officials.”  Time adds, “Years of 
pummeling by the press and Congress, plus wrenching 
changes produced by the bureau’s shift in focus to 
antiterrorism, have depressed morale, even in the highest 
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ranks.  That has coincided with lucrative employment offers to 
agents from firms desperate for experienced security chiefs in 
the wake of 9/11.”  Time notes, “Members of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee have been debating whether the brain 
drain at the FBI poses a threat to national security,” and 
“Mueller seems to agree.  When promoting agents to senior-
executive levels, he ‘is trying to extract some promise as to 
how long they are willing to stay,’ says Michael Mason, who 
runs the administrative side of the FBI.”  Sen. Charles 
Grassley “suggested to TIME that ‘the FBI needs to appeal to 
the patriotic spirit of its senior managers.’  But beyond that, 
the bureau is offering few tangible perks to make working 
there more attractive. …  Mason, however, is optimistic that 
the new generation of agents will make the sacrifices 
necessary for the job.” 

Blagojevich Says He Acted To Identify, Punish 
Hiring Misconduct.  The AP (7/2, D’Alessio) reported, 
“Gov. Rod Blagojevich insisted Saturday that misconduct in 
his administration is limited to isolated events by people who 
are soon punished, even though his own inspector general 
found a top Blagojevich aide took part in a ‘concerted effort’ to 
subvert the law.  ‘As you police the system, every so often 
you’re going find some people who violate the rules.  The test 
of leadership is what do you do about it?  Do you act and do 
you pursue it?  Do you work with other law enforcement 
agencies to ferret more of it out?’ he said.  ‘Those are the 
things we’ve been doing.’”  The AP noted, “Blagojevich 
acknowledges he has been interviewed by the FBI.  
Prosecutors have issued subpoenas for hiring records and 
other information from state agencies, but Blagojevich won’t 
say which agencies.” 

Former Illinois IG Alleged Hiring Fraud Connected 
To Blagojevich’s Office.  The Chicago Tribune (7/2, Long, 
Chase) reported, “Far-reaching allegations of state hiring 
abuses detailed by the governor’s executive inspector general 
can be summarized in the report’s account of one employee 
who still works at the Illinois Department of Employment 
Security.  George Rada got his job when the agency violated 
state hiring practices, then he became a key conduit for Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich’s patronage office to improperly influence 
hiring at the agency, according to the report obtained by the 
Tribune.”  The Tribune noted, “The September 2004 report by 
then-Inspector General Zaldwaynaka ‘Z.’ Scott said Rada and 
an associate, Surami ‘Sudi’ Garcia, effectively ran the human 
resources division in the agency instead of the personnel 
directors they served.” 

Chicago Tribune Hopes Fitzgerald Will Complete 
Probe Before Election.  The Chicago Tribune (7/2) 
editorialized, “The FBI and the office of Illinois Atty. Gen. Lisa 
Madigan have been digging into reports of state hiring abuses 
since last year.  But Friday’s disclosure that the feds have 

‘implicated multiple state agencies and departments’ in 
politically motivated hiring comes as Blagojevich must stand 
uneasily for re-election.”  The “voters deserve what they didn’t 
get in 1998 before Ryan was elected governor: a sense of the 
nature and sweep of a federal investigation. …  Our hope…is 
that to the extent possible, the federal investigation of the 
Blagojevich administration either culminates or collapses 
before voters must make their quadrennial choice.”  Playing 
on Blagojevich’s prior election pledge, the Tribune added, 
“What Illinois does need is an end to business as usual.” 

Longtime Scarpa Girlfriend Emerges As Key 
Witness Against DeVecchio.  In a widely-distributed 
story, the AP (7/3, Hays, McShane) reports Linda Schiro, 
longtime girlfriend of Colombo family associate Gregory 
Scarpa Sr., “has emerged as a key witness against an FBI 
agent accused in what a prosecutor has labeled one of the 
worst cases of law enforcement corruption in the nation’s 
history.”  R. Lindley DeVecchio “allegedly fed Schiro’s late 
boyfriend inside information that led to four mob slayings,” but 
DeVecchio lawyers question her credibility, saying that “her 
story has changed drastically over time.”  However, 
“authorities insist that Schiro’s initial reluctance to detail the 
relationship between the agent and the mob capo was 
motivated by fears for her life.  Only recently was she 
persuaded to tell the truth, they say.” 

Judge Waiving DeVeccio House Arrest To Watch 
Holiday Fireworks.  The Washington Post (7/2, A2, 
Whoriskey) reported Lindley DeVecchio “wants to see 
fireworks this Fourth of July.  Trouble is, he has been charged 
with four counts of second-degree murder related to some 
mob slayings” and is “under nightly house arrest in Sarasota, 
Fla.  But to the astonishment of prosecutors, a judge last 
week granted DeVecchio’s request that he be allowed to see 
the Sarasota fireworks ‘in light of the defendant’s service to 
the U.S. government.’  DeVecchio is a former FBI agent.  
‘We’ve been opposed to the whole bail thing from the 
beginning,’ said Jerry Schmetterer, a spokesman for the 
district attorney’s office in Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

FBI Investigating West Virginia’s “Prince Of 
Pork.”  ABC World News Tonight (7/2, story 5, 2:45, Harris) 
reported in its “Your Money” segment that Rep. Alan 
Mollohan, dubbed the “Prince of Pork,” is “very good at 
bringing home the bacon for his district.  So good, in fact, that 
the FBI is now taking a hard look at whether this Democrat 
from West Virginia is breaking the law.”  ABC (Cochran) 
noted that Mollohan has earmarked “half a billion dollars over 
the past ten years” for organizations in his district, and “those 
dollars provided lucrative contracts and high salaries for his 
supporters.  Investigators want to know whether in return 
those supporters helped Mollohan become a multimillionaire. 
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…  Mollohan says he inadvertently misstated some 
transactions but insists he did nothing illegal.”  Mollohan:  “I’m 
proud of the efforts we’ve undertaken…and if being the 
‘Prince of Pork’…merits that designation, then I’m proud of 
that.” 

Illinois Man Pleads Guilty To Hoax Terror 
Threat.  The Chicago Tribune (7/2) reported, “A man 
accused in a terrorism hoax pleaded guilty in the case Friday 
and faces up to 41 months in prison.”  Gilbert Romero “in 
June 2005 told the FBI that a terrorist attack was to be carried 
out against the Chicago headquarters of a U.S. company.  
The claim came after Romero was detained in Lake County 
on state charges, according to his plea agreement.” 

IMMIGRATION: 
Sensenbrenner Suggests Voters Would 
Punish GOP If Senate Bill Enacted.  GOP Rep. F. 
James Sensenbrenner, in a letter to the editor of the Wall 
Street Journal (7/3), responds to the Journal editorial “The 
Tancredo Republicans.”  Writes the congressman, “House 
Republicans are committed to enacting border security and 
immigration legislation, but not if it makes the current situation 
worse. …  In November, voters will judge members of 
Congress based upon whether they lead with an 
understanding of voters’ concerns, as House Republicans are 
committed to doing, or whether they ignore voters by enacting 
legislation, such as the Senate amnesty bill, that the public 
doesn’t support.” 

House GOP Believes Enforcement-Only 
Immigration Bill Is Political Winner.  In the National Review 
(7/17), Kate O’Beirne says, “Rather than merely blocking 
action on a Senate bill they refuse to support, a unified House 
GOP caucus has decided to go on offense in order to wring 
the maximum political credit from being on the right side of 
their reading of public opinion.”  Because House Republicans 
“fear the appearance of compromising with a Senate bill they 
are convinced is wildly unpopular, they have -- according to a 
leadership aide -- no intention of taking part in a conference to 
hammer out differences between the House and Senate 
unless ‘there is a sea change in either public or Senate 
opinion.’”  Congressional Republicans “who will be facing the 
voters are firmly convinced that backing border security now 
will mean job security in November.” 

LATimes Criticizes Senate Negotiators.  The Los 
Angeles Times (7/3) editorializes, “Last week saw the first 
narrowing of the chasm between the Senate’s recent 
comprehensive immigration bill and the House of 
Representatives’ punitive enforcement-only package from 
December.  Trouble is, the overtures are all going in the 

House’s direction. …  Pro-reform senators are making two 
classic negotiating mistakes: confusing their opponents’ line-
in-the-sand intransigence with a negotiating ploy, and 
elevating the importance of making a deal above its actual 
content.” 

Border Arrests Rose In 2006.  The Washington Times 
(7/3, Seper) reports, “US Border Patrol agents have detained 
901,428 foreign nationals seeking to sneak into the United 
States in the past nine months -- more than 3,300 a day -- up 
from the 890,358 apprehended in the same period last year.”  
Border Patrol spokesman Michael Friel “said the number of 
apprehensions, monitored since the Oct. 1 start of fiscal 
2006, was a 1 percent increase over detention totals in the 
first nine months of fiscal 2005. H e also said that although 
arrests had edged up, the number of apprehended non-
Mexicans, known as “other than Mexicans” or ‘OTMs,’ had 
declined by about 16 percent.” 

Mexican Program Uses Remittances To Assist 
College Students.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 6, 
3:35, Mitchell) reported, “Most Mexican immigrants do 
maintain strong ties with their homeland, sending nearly $20 
billion home last year.”  CBS (Pinkston) added that in 
Indaparapeo, “many families here depend on money sent by 
relatives living abroad, but Indaparapeo does something no 
other community does.  In addition to helping individual 
relatives, the residents of this town and those who have 
migrated to the US are transforming their entire community, 
one student at a time.”  47 low-income students “are 
sponsored by an innovative scholarship program funded by 
Indaparapeans in the United States and operated by 
residents still living in Mexico.”  Thanks to “matching funds 
from the Mexican government, each student receives a 
monthly stipend of up to 1,500 pesos, about $150, enough to 
pay for tuition even at some private universities.  In exchange, 
scholarship recipients are required to participate in community 
service projects such as lending a hand to children with 
special needs or tutoring high school students in nearby 
villages.  The goal is to connect scholarship recipients more 
closely to their communities with the hope that they will use 
their skills in Mexico after graduation.” 

CONGRESS-ADMINISTRATION: 
Bush To Name Connaughton To Lead 
Maritime Administration.  The Washington Times 
(7/3) reports, “Last week, President Bush announced that he 
would nominate Sean T. Connaughton to lead the Maritime 
Administration at the Department of Transportation.”  
Connaughton, a lawyer, “unsuccessfully sought the 
Republican nomination for lieutenant governor last year, 
losing in the primary to William T. Bolling. Mr. Bolling went on 
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to win the seat.”  Connaughton “has served as a senior 
transportation associate for the American Petroleum 
Institute.” 

Coburn Plan Seeks To Inform Public On 
Government Spending.  The New York Times (7/3, 
Deparle) reports, “Exasperated by his party’s failure to cut 
government spending, Senator Tom Coburn, Republican of 
Oklahoma, is seeking cyberhelp.”  Coburn “wants to create a 
public database, searchable over the Internet, that would list 
most government contracts and grants -- exposing hundreds 
of billions in annual spending to instant desktop view. …  
While advocating for openness, Mr. Coburn is also placing a 
philosophical bet that the more the public learns about federal 
spending, the less it will want.”  Coburn’s plan, “hailed by 
conservatives, is also sponsored by a Democrat, Senator 
Barack Obama of Illinois, and applauded by liberal groups 
that support activist government.  The result is a showcase of 
clashing assumptions and the oddest of coalitions, uniting 
Phyllis Schlafly, a prominent critic of gay rights, with the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.”  The House 
“unanimously passed a version of the proposal in late June, 
though in a form that had drawn outside criticism. The House 
bill creates a database that would omit contracts, which 
typically go to businesses, but would include about $300 
billion in grants, which usually go to nonprofit groups.”  Liberal 
“critics see a revival of what they call old partisan efforts to 
‘de-fund the left,’ by reducing grants to liberal groups or 
adding conditions that limit their activities.” 

USDA Program Benefits Farmers Even In 
Good Years.  A front page story in the Washington Post 
(7/3, Morgan, Cohen, Gaul) reports on the loan deficiency 
payment, a little-known USDA program that was “intended to 
boost farmers’ incomes when prices are low.  The farmers do 
not have to sell at distressed prices to collect the money. 
They can bank the government payments and sell when 
prices are higher.  Since September, the program has cost 
taxpayers $4.8 billion. Most of that money -- $3.8 billion -- 
went to farmers…who sold at higher prices, according to a 
Washington Post analysis of USDA payment data.”  
According to the Post, “The LDP has become so ingrained in 
farmland finances that farmers sometimes wish for market 
prices to drop so they can capture a larger subsidy.” 

Feingold, Obama Pushing Senate To Adopt 
Ethics Reforms As Rules Change.  Roll Call (7/3, 
Newmyer) reports, “In a bid to salvage some progress from 
the fizzling drive to overhaul lobbying and ethics laws, 
Democratic Sens. Russ Feingold (Wis.) and Barack Obama 
(Ill.) are pushing their colleagues to adopt as a rules change a 
slate of reforms from a package the Senate passed months 

ago.”  A resolution the pair introduced late last week “would 
immediately ban gifts, meals and tickets from lobbyists, 
require pre-approval for privately funded trips and expand 
revolving-door prohibitions, among other items.”  While the 
Senate approved the changes, 90-8, “as part of a broader 
reform package in March, that bill has stalled awaiting House 
action.”  The House “approved its version of the measure in 
May but has yet to name conferees, and negotiations over 
the bills have run aground on disagreements about campaign 
finance and earmark provisions.”  Roll Call adds, “Obama and 
Feingold wrote to Senate leaders last week, asking their 
resolution be adopted as soon as Senators return from the 
July Fourth recess.”  Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist’s office 
“did not respond to a request for comment.”  Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid, “who has sought to portray a GOP ‘culture 
of corruption’ as a central theme in his party’s midterm 
messaging, stopped short of a full-throated endorsement of 
the approach.” 

Bush’s Fitness Seen As Remarkable As He 
Turns 60.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 10, 2:40, 
Mitchell) reported, “The first wave of baby boomers turns 60 
this year, and the big day for President Bush comes on 
Thursday.”  Ten predecessors “have turned 60 in office, but 
it’s a good bet none was as healthy as number 43.”  CBS 
(Axelrod) added, “As the Baby Boomer-in-Chief approaches 
his birthday this week, he’s in top shape, even if he does 
seem to be dreading the big six-oh just a bit.”  President Bush 
(June 7):  “I know I’m not supposed to talk about myself, but 
in a month I’m turning 60.  For you youngsters, I want to tell 
you something, when I was your age, I thought 60 was really 
old. [laughter] It’s all in your mind.  It’s not that old.  Really 
isn’t.”  Axelrod:  Bush’s fitness is “a remarkable feat 
considering that during his five years in office, this President 
has dealt with 9/11, wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and a 
constant threat of terrorism.”  Bush “doesn’t just look healthy.  
He’s got the resting heart rate of an athlete, at 47 to 52 beats 
per minute.  His blood pressure is 110/64.  His total 
cholesterol is 178.  His doctors proclaimed him in excellent 
health and fit for duty, and he actually lost eight pounds last 
year.” 

Professor Questions Whether MBA Has Made 
Bush Better President.  Charles R. Kesler, a professor 
of government at Claremont McKenna College, writes in the 
Los Angeles Times (7/3), “George W. Bush is the first 
president with an MBA (from Harvard Business School, no 
less), but it’s not clear that being a master of business 
administration has made him a better chief executive. The 
disarray in Iraq, the debacle after Hurricane Katrina -- these 
aren’t exactly the kinds of triumphs that the alumni office likes 
to boast about.”  Kesler adds, “It’s hard to say what President 
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Bush absorbed from his management studies. We can only 
draw inferences, though eventually historians may know 
more. …  Bush’s management style is long on decisions and 
short on explanations. …  On ordinary rhetorical occasions, 
Bush and his text seem hardly acquainted. On great 
occasions, he tends to overshoot the mark, calling for 
impossibilities such as an “end to evil.” He lacks a rhetorical 
mean, much less the rhetorical mien that served Ronald 
Reagan so well.” 

Bush, McCain Rapprochement Seen As Based 
On Pragmatic Considerations.  The New York 
Times (7/3, Rutenberg, Nagourney) reports that after “years 
of competitive and often contentious dealings, President Bush 
and Senator John McCain of Arizona are building a 
deepening if impersonal relationship that is serving the 
political needs of both men.”  Given their “history of intense 
rivalry and sometimes personally bitter combat, their 
newfound partnership is seen by some Republicans as born 
more of political calculation than personal evolution.  Either 
way, it could prove valuable to Mr. McCain in his efforts to win 
the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 by sending a 
signal to Mr. Bush’s conservative base and fund-raising 
network that, at a minimum, the White House will not stand in 
the Arizonan’s way.”  Aides said “a thaw that began when Mr. 
McCain campaigned alongside Mr. Bush in the 2004 election 
has continued through the tougher days of Mr. Bush’s second 
term.”  But for “all the talk of reconciliation, both sides 
describe the relationship between arguably the two highest-
profile leaders of the Republican Party as almost entirely 
professional, a little stiff and the product of the pragmatic 
calculation by two politicians who see potential gain in striking 
a peace with a powerful rival.”  Bush “appears to have 
stronger ties to Mr. McCain than to the other likely presidential 
candidates.”  There has been “a steady stream of Bush 
advisers who have ended up in Mr. McCain’s orbit. Most 
recently, Republicans close to both candidates said that 
Nicolle Wallace — who just stepped down as Mr. Bush’s 
communications director and has long been close to the 
president — was likely to serve in some formal or informal 
role in a McCain campaign.  Her husband, Mark D. Wallace, 
Mr. Bush’s deputy campaign manager in 2004 and now an 
ambassador-level representative to the United Nations, is 
already lending advice.”  Wayne L. Berman, a “longtime 
supporter and fund-raiser for Mr. Bush, has signed on to help 
Mr. McCain.”  Karl Rove was “said by associates to have put 
aside his suspicion and dislike of Mr. McCain.”  White House 
press secretary Tony Snow said, “On a series of very tough 
issues, McCain’s been there.” 

OTHER NEWS: 
Emanuel, Dean At Odds Over Party Strategy.  
Roll Call (7/3, Kornacki) reports, “A letter to Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Howard Dean from Rep. 
Rahm Emanuel (Ill.), the head of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, has set off a new round 
of sniping over party strategy and resources between allies of 
the two party leaders.”  Emanuel, who “reportedly stormed out 
of a May meeting with Dean, penned a letter, dated June 22, 
to the party chairman demanding $100,000 per targeted 
district from the DNC to defray the cost of the DCCC’s 
proposed field operation, several individuals who have read 
the letter said.”  Attached to the letter was “a sample field plan 
for a district, itemizing various projected expenses, down to 
details such as $1,500 for T-shirts. The expense plan was 
dated June 26, although it was unclear when Dean actually 
received the missive.”  Dean “loyalists took the letter as 
hostile in nature, coming as it did after months of coy 
suggestions by Emanuel that Dean and the DNC were 
shirking their financial obligations to the DCCC’s election year 
effort. …  On top of that, Dean’s backers contend he is not 
low-balling the DCCC on field operations as Emanuel 
suggests, and that the $20,000-per-district figure was simply 
a number being bandied about during negotiations, which 
were still proceeding when Emanuel wrote the letter.” 

GOP Sees Chance To Increase House Majority.  
The Washington Times (7/3, Pfeiffer) reports, “Congressional 
Republicans say they have a strategic advantage in their 
effort to increase their House majority, even as national polls 
show Democrats with a significant lead heading into this 
year’s elections.”  The National Republican Congressional 
Committee says that “despite the polling edge for the 
Democrats, Republicans are targeting conservative districts 
that went for President Bush in 2004.  ‘We’re competing for 
red turf held by Democrats,’ NRCC spokesman Jonathan 
Collegio said.”  

Democrats May Need Only A Few States For 
“Wave.”  In his Roll Call column (7/3), Stuart Rothenberg 
says, “The last major national political wave, in 1994, didn’t 
sweep over all areas of the country with equal force.  In some 
states, Congressional Democrats suffered minimal losses, 
while in others Democratic House seats fell in bunches.”  For 
Democrats “to take the House this year, they may need one 
or two states to deliver a significant number of wins, not just 
an isolated victory.  Which states give Democrats the best 
chance to score victories in bunches?”  Democratic 
operatives “have been suggesting that at least a handful of 
states are ripe for a Democratic wave:  New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Indiana.” 
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Voters Seen As Needing Solid Reason To Dump 
Incumbents.  Roll Call (7/3, Duran) reports the “surprisingly 
easy victory that Rep. Chris Cannon (R-Utah) scored over his 
primary opponent last week has been heralded as a win for 
President Bush’s immigration policy.”  But wealthy developer 
John Jacob’s “defeat in the Beehive State’s 3rd district holds 
other lessons for both Republicans trying to dislodge 
incumbents in primaries and Democrats hoping to flip 
Republican-held seats in November.”  Just as the “victories of 
newly elected Rep. Brian Bilbray (R-Calif.) and Reps. Bob 
Ney (R-Ohio), Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) and now-ex Rep. 
Tom DeLay (R-Texas) demonstrated in recent primaries, 
voters still need a reason to dump incumbents or switch party 
control of a House seat.” 

GOP Pressing “Suburban Agenda.”  In his Roll 
Call column (7/3), executive editor Morton Kondracke notes 
Rep. Dave Reichert’s effort to persuade GOP colleagues “to 
back a bill enabling school districts to tap into national criminal 
databases before they hire employees.”  The School Safely 
Acquiring Faculty Excellence Act “passed the House almost 
unanimously in June — the first legislative success for the 
GOP’s ‘Suburban Agenda,’ a set of bills designed to appeal to 
the majority of American voters who live in the suburbs.”  The 
agenda “is the brainchild of Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), one of 
Congress’ most effective moderates, who has sold it to a 
growing group of conservatives and the House GOP 
leadership.”  Kirk said, “Washington may think this is small-
bore. It’s not the war on terror. But this is an agenda that 
people care about in their everyday lives — their kids’ safety, 
health care, their ability to send their kids to college.”  
Kondracke adds that besides the “school safety measure, the 
agenda includes a national ‘401Kids’ savings account for 
college, a screen to block predators from contacting children 
at online chat rooms and a bill setting standards for 
computerizing health records.” 

Conservative Republicans Now Opposing 527 
Reform.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Cummings) reports 
that in 2004, “Republicans were organizing against new, 
loosely regulated political groups that were raising money to 
attack President Bush.”  Now, “illustrating how roles often 
reverse in politics, some of the party’s conservative activists 
are trying to stop legislation that would choke off those 
groups.”  The dispute “centers on a House bill that would 
curtail funding for organizations nicknamed 527s, for the 
section of the tax code that governs them.”  But the “rich 
liberals who spent heavily to oust Mr. Bush” in 2004 “aren’t 
investing in 527s this election cycle, even though the stakes 
are high, with control of Congress in play.”  In the 2006 
campaign so far, “it is right-leaning 527s that are most active.  
The Club for Growth, a conservative economic-issue group, is 

leading the charge to kill the Republican bill that would shut 
down 527s.  The Club for Growth received $8 million in 
donations during the 2004 cycle; for this cycle, its donations 
as of May tally $5.1 million.”  The Club’s “allies include social 
conservatives, gun-rights groups and college Republicans.  
Their campaign could stall congressional efforts to enact 
anticorruption legislation -- a response to a spate of ethics 
scandals -- because the House attached 527 language to its 
rewrite of lobbying laws.” 

Mormon, Muslim Presidential Candidates Face 
Voter Uneasiness.  The Los Angeles Times (7/3, 
Mehren) reports that even as “anti-Semitism and anti-
Catholicism are fading as voter taboos,” a Los Angeles 
Times/Bloomberg poll found “uneasiness about some 
religions persists.  Thirty-seven percent of those questioned 
said they would not vote for a Mormon presidential candidate 
-- and 54 percent said no to the prospect of a Muslim in the 
White House.”  In addition, “21 percent said they could not 
vote for an evangelical Christian. Only 15 percent replied that 
they would not vote for a Jewish presidential candidate.  Just 
10 percent of those polled were unwilling to cast ballots for a 
Catholic chief executive.”  The nationwide survey “of 1,321 
adults was conducted June 24-27.  The poll has a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus 3 percentage points, poll 
director Susan Pinkus said.”  With “no likely Muslim candidate 
on the presidential horizon, the poll numbers present the 
greatest threat to a potential contender from the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (as the Mormon Church is 
formally known),” Gov. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts.  
Emory University analyst Merle Black said, “It is something he 
will have to address.  It will be a challenge.  It doesn’t 
necessarily kill him as a candidate, but he may have to talk in 
more detail than he ever has before about his faith.” 

New Jersey Budget Impasse Could Shutter 
Casinos, Close Beaches.  The CBS Evening News 
(7/2, story 8, 1:45, Mitchell) reported, “A budget impasse has 
forced the Garden State to start shutting down its 
government.  The impact may soon be felt by out-of-state 
visitors like beachgoers and gamblers.”  CBS (Chen) added 
that as New Jersey’s legislature failed to meet its budget 
deadline over the weekend, Gov. Jon Corzine shut down 
nonessential state function and “right away, no more lottery 
tickets sold, no more drivers license issued either, 45,000 
state workers immediately furloughed, road crews 
suspended, a nice bonus on a holiday weekend, but right 
after the Fourth of July, state beaches and parks could close 
and the casinos will as well.”  Gov. Corzine “wants to increase 
the sales tax to bring in more revenue.  Fellow Democratic 
lawmakers say that’s unnecessary -- the upshot, no deal, and 
now, no budget.” 
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The AP (7/3, Santi) reports Atlantic City’s casinos “were 
ordered to close Wednesday, the latest casualty of a state 
government shutdown that entered its second day Sunday 
after the Legislature failed to adopt a budget by its July 1 
deadline.”  The 12 casinos, “which require state monitoring, 
have waged a court battle to remain open, and an appeals 
court was weighing the matter Sunday.”  Gov. Corzine “said 
Sunday there was ‘no immediate prospect of a budget.’  State 
parks, beaches and historic sites also were expected to shut 
down Wednesday.”  If the casinos “shut down, the state 
would lose an estimated $2 million in tax revenue each day 
they stayed closed.”  The budget talks “became heated this 
year as Corzine, a Democrat, proposed increasing the state 
sales tax from 6 percent to 7 percent to help overcome a $4.5 
billion budget deficit.” 

Virginia Gay Marriage Ban Spurs Fundraising 
Boom.  The Washington Post (7/3, B2, Jenkins) reports the 
proposed state constitutional amendment “that would ban 
same-sex marriage in Virginia has sparked an aggressive 
fundraising effort, with each side of the debate hoping to 
secure hundreds of thousands of dollars for their cause.”  
Virginia voters “will decide Nov. 7 whether the state 
constitution should be amended to define marriage solely as 
a union between a man and a woman.  The amendment also 
would place a ban in the constitution on civil unions, which 
already are illegal in Virginia.”  To “help rally amendment 
opponents, the Commonwealth Coalition, a Richmond-based 
group, has set an ambitious goal of raising $3 million, 
organizers said.  They want to fund a barrage of radio and 
television ads in the fall.”  Meanwhile, the Family Foundation 
Action, “which is organizing amendment supporters, has set a 
best-case-scenario fundraising goal of $900,000, although 
activists and volunteers said they expected to raise less than 
that.”  Both sides “have created Internet fundraising 
mechanisms and appealed to potential voters through 
churches and community events across the state.  Activists 
said they plan a direct mailing campaign throughout the 
summer and fall.” 

Critics Say Petitions To FDA Delay Approval 
Of Generic Drugs.  Lawmakers are taking a close look 
at an FDA procedure designed to alert the agency to scientific 
and safety issues, amid concerns that it may getting 
subverted by the brand-name drug industry.  A front page 
story in the Washington Post (7/3, A1, Kaufman) reports that 
leaders in the generic drug industry and some at the FDA 
“complain that ‘citizen petitions’ -- requests for agency action 
that any individual, group or company can file -- are being 
misused by brand-name drugmakers to stave off generic 
competition.”  They say the filing of a petition “triggers another 
round of time-consuming and often redundant reviews of the 

generics by the FDA, which can take months or years. In the 
process, consumers continue to pay millions of dollars more 
for the brand-name drugs.”  The Post adds, “Statistics 
collected by the staff of Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), 
who has introduced legislation with Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) 
that would rein in industry-filed citizen petitions, show that 20 
of the 21 brand-name petitions settled by the FDA since 2003 
were ultimately rejected.” 

Weather Delays Space Shuttle Launch For 
Second Day In A Row.  For the second day in a row 
Sunday, the launch of the space shuttle Discovery was 
postponed due to stormy weather.  The AP (7/3, Dunn) 
reports, “Launch officials said they would try again Tuesday, 
on the Fourth of July, after giving the work force some rest 
and a chance to replenish the shuttle’s on-board fuel. The 
weather was expected to improve by Tuesday, although rain 
was still in the forecast.” 

ABC World News Tonight (7/2, story 2, 2:15, Stark) 
reported, “NASA will use the next 48 hours to replenish fuel 
cells on Discovery in the hopes of having enough energy on 
board for a third spacewalk.  And they’ll also need to 
replenish some of the experiments planned for orbit, including 
thousands of fruit flies which have a short lifespan.  A scrub 
also means NASA once again has to drain 500,000 gallons of 
fuel out of the tank.  But Tuesday’s forecast is better -- a 60% 
chance of favorable weather.” 

Astronauts May Have To Perform In-Flight Repairs 
To Shuttle Tiles.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 5, 2:25, 
Cobiella) added, “Since the Columbia disaster when a piece 
of foam broke away and dealt a fatal blow to the shuttle’s 
wing, astronauts have had to take on the job of in-space 
repairman.  NASA has removed 35 pounds of foam from 
Discovery’s external fuel tank, but it’s still far from perfect. …  
NASA has said that minor damage is unavoidable and putting 
an astronaut so close to the delicate tiles on the shuttle’s 
wings and underbelly carries its own risk, and all of NASA’s 
in-flight fixes for these fragile tiles are still experimental.  So if 
this Discovery crew were to perform another choreographed 
repair 230 miles above the Earth, it wouldn’t know whether it 
was a success until they were safely back down.” 

Academic Bill Of Rights Taking Hold In Many 
States.  The Washington Times (7/3, Richardson) reports 
that three years after conservative activist David Horowitz 
began promoting his Academic Bill of Rights in Colorado, the 
manifesto, which says students should be graded and faculty 
should be hired without regard to political or religious beliefs, 
has been introduced in 18 states.  Meanwhile, “Students for 
Academic Freedom, the campus watchdog group founded by 
Mr. Horowitz, has established chapters on more than 150 
campuses. Student governments at a dozen universities have 
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approved resolutions supporting the Academic Bill of Rights.  
In April, Princeton University became the first institution of 
higher learning to pass a version of the Student Bill of Rights 
by a vote of the entire student body, surprising even Mr. 
Horowitz, who had no hand in the election.”  However the 
Times notes that for all Horowitz’s success in raising the 
issue, “no state has actually approved an academic freedom 
bill, despite the flurry of hearings and committee votes.” 

Lawmakers Say Spot On Colbert Show Raised 
Profiles With Constituents.  The Washington Times 
(7/3, Bellantoni) reports that members of Congress who 
appear on segment of Comedy Central’s “The Colbert 
Report” known as “Better Know a District” usually “end up 
looking silly. But several lawmakers said doing the spoof 
spot…actually has raised their profiles back home, particularly 
among young folks.”  GOP Rep. Phil Gingrey “said there was 
an unexpected byproduct of doing the show -- attention from 
young constituents and House staffers.  Rep. Earl 
Blumenauer of Oregon had a similar experience when his 3rd 
District was profiled in May. …  But Rep. Barney Frank, 
Massachusetts Democrat, regrets his appearance and called 
Mr. Colbert a ‘third-rate’ comedian.”  Colbert “so far has 
targeted 25 members in the 435-member House, splicing and 
dicing sometimes two-hour-long camera sessions into five-
minute clips.” 

Pelosi Recommends Lawmakers Not Participate In 
Colbert Spoof.  Roll Call (7/3, Akers) reports in its “Heard on 
the Hill” column that House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi was 
asked about the segment during her press conference last 
Thursday.  Pelosi said, “Well, it is humorous; I wouldn’t 
recommend that anyone go on the show. I would think it 
would be okay to go on if you were live to tape, but don’t 
subject yourself to a comic’s edit unless you want to be made 
a fool of.” 

House, Senate Clash Over Proposal For 
Walkway On Capitol’s East Front.  The Washington 
Post (7/3, A19, Kamen) reports in its “In the Loop” column 
that the biggest fight between the House and Senate “may 
have occurred last week over a House proposal to build a 
fenced walkway that would run across the now-closed east 
front of the Capitol -- the area where the long-delayed Capitol 
Visitor Center is being built. …  Senate detractors say this 
proposal is exceptionally stupid, even for Congress. …  The 
Upper Chamber folks rather uncharitably say the mysterious 
fence dips to only four feet high so Hastert and House 
members can walk down the steps and have their pictures 
taken with constituents.”  A House aide “said these things are 
being overblown.” 

Former DHS Official Says FEMA Director 
Should Be Allowed To Focus On Disaster 
Response.  Adm. James Loy, former commandant of the 
US Coast Guard and former deputy secretary of Homeland 
Security, in an op-ed in the Washington Times (7/3) writes 
that following “a time-honored pattern,” Congress’ “impulsive 
first response” following Hurricane Katrina may be “followed 
by years of ‘perfecting’ the original legislation.”  Loy continues 
that none of the pending bills that address FEMA’s position 
within DHS “address the central problem: The Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 diluted the FEMA director’s focus on the 
agency’s core mission -- response and recovery -- by 
requiring him to wear an additional hat as the DHS under-
secretary for emergency preparedness and response (later 
changed to the under-secretary for federal emergency 
management).”  As adjustments are made to the original 
legislation to fix FEMA, Loy says “we should ensure that the 
FEMA director can focus all of his time, energy and talent on 
guiding the agency in responding effectively and efficiently to 
the American people in the event of a disaster.  That is best 
accomplished by restoring FEMA’s independent agency 
status, offloading the director’s responsibilities of being 
double-hatted as an under secretary and keeping the agency 
and the director inside DHS with direct access to the 
secretary during a crisis.” 

Carter Says FOIA Should Be Amended To 
Keep Pace With International Standards.  Former 
President Jimmy Carter writes in the Washington Post (7/3, 
A21), “Our government leaders have become increasingly 
obsessed with secrecy. Obstructionist policies and deficient 
practices have ensured that many important public 
documents and official actions remain hidden from our view.”  
Carter adds, “In the United States, we must seek 
amendments to FOIA to be more in line with emerging 
international standards, such as covering all branches of 
government; providing an oversight body to monitor 
compliance; including sanctions for failure to adhere to the 
law; and establishing an appeal mechanism that is easy to 
access, speedy and affordable. We cannot take freedom of 
information for granted. Our democracy depends on it.” 

Thornburgh Says Media Shield Law Must Be 
Carefully Crafted.  Former Attorney General Richard 
Thornburgh writes in the Wall Street Journal (7/3), “Ever since 
then-New York Times reporter Judith Miller went to jail for 85 
days last year rather than comply with a subpoena for her 
sources in the Valerie Plame case, the media has been 
pushing for a federal shield that would grant reporters 
unprecedented special protection from revealing sources 
during litigation. The Senate is now taking steps toward 
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providing such a reporter-source privilege with the Free Flow 
of Information Act, which is likely to be sent to the floor for a 
vote over the next few weeks.”  Thornburgh notes that for the 
long term, “the bill has troubling implications. In its current 
form it contains a shield so broad -- and a definition of 
journalism so vague -- that it upends what up to now has 
been a reasonable balance between protecting reporters from 
disclosing sources and preserving the right to the fullest 
possible access to truth in the courtroom for plaintiffs and 
defendants.”  Thornburgh concludes by noting that “given the 
potential for abuse of that critical role, any media shield must, 
in the interests of justice, be carefully crafted.” 

Schwarzenegger’s Conservative Former Aide 
Reverses Support For Term Limits.  Rob 
Stutzman, former deputy chief of staff for communications for 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, writes in the Los Angeles 
Times (7/3), “About 20 years ago, the notion of term limits for 
officeholders became dogma for the center-right. …  
Fourteen years have passed since California voters approved 
legislative term limits, restricting Assembly members to a trio 
of two-year terms and state senators to two four-year stints.  I 
have always been a loyal conservative supporter of term 
limits…as a suitably blunt instrument to correct the arrogance 
of elected officials not mindful enough of those who elected 
them. …  But after 16 years of working in California politics, 
I’ve changed my mind. We were wrong. Term limits haven’t 
delivered what we hoped for. They have, in fact, harmed the 
public interest.”  It is “high time to admit that term limits 
haven’t worked.” 

New Republic Says Baucus Should Be 
Dropped From Finance Panel.  The New Republic 
(7/10) says in its lead editorial that Democratic Rep. Max 
Baucus uses “his influence as the top Democrat on the 
Finance Committee to systematically undercut his party and 
enable George W. Bush’s most egregious domestic 
legislation.  So why does his party entrust him with so much 
responsibility?”  Indeed, the Democrats’ “only real victory of 
the last five years -- stuffing the administration on Social 
Security -- came after Harry Reid cautioned Baucus against 
freelancing with the White House.  Well, we’ll do Reid one 
better and suggest he boot Baucus from the Finance 
Committee altogether.” 

Author Says US Is Better At Educating Girls.  
Author Christina Hoff Somers writes in the Wall Street Journal 
(7/3) that in a report from Education Sector, a new 
Washington think tank, policy analyst Sara Mead, “denies that 
American boys are in trouble academically.”  Mead “hopes 
that the nation can have a reasonable ‘conversation’ about 
gender issues ‘without unfairly undermining the gains girls 

have made in recent decades.’”  Somers adds, “One looks in 
vain in Ms. Mead’s report for any indication that anyone is 
undermining girls. She seems to think that concern for boys 
means shortchanging girls. But it does not -- because 
education is not a zero sum game.”  Somers adds, “We are 
strikingly better at educating young women than young men. 
Boys need our attention. It is difficult to understand why an 
organization devoted to improving education should regard 
the current concern for boys as a threat to girls’ progress.” 

Author Says “Boy Crisis” Is “Little More Than A 
Myth.”  Author Judith Warner writes in the New York Times 
(7/3) that the Education Sector study confirms that the “near-
ubiquitous belief that our nation’s boys are being 
academically neglected and emotionally persecuted by 
teachers whose training, style and temperament favor girls” is 
“little more than a myth.”  Warner adds, “Talk of the boy crisis 
is a diversion. It draws attention from the real reasons so 
many white suburban parents sense that their sons are in 
trouble. Those reasons aren’t academic; they’re behavioral 
and emotional.”   

Mallaby Calls Concept Of Energy 
Independence “Pipe Dream.”  Sebastian Mallaby 
writes in the Washington Post (7/3, A21), “This month’s 
Group of Eight summit in Russia takes statecraft to a whole 
new level. Global leaders have ‘energy security’ on the 
agenda. But judging by what they say and do, they don’t 
always understand the subject. …  As Daniel Yergin has 
written recently in Foreign Affairs, real energy security 
requires setting aside the pipe dream of energy 
independence and embracing interdependence.”  Mallaby 
adds, “If the G-8 summit can spread the word about this 
interdependence, it will do some good. But the nationalistic 
conception of energy security is worse than useless. By 
encouraging a competitive scramble for resources that could 
spiral into conflict, this sort of security talk only creates 
insecurity.” 

Herbert Makes Case For Minimum Wage 
Increase.  Bob Herbert writes in the New York Times (7/3), 
“The federal minimum wage, currently $5.15 an hour, was last 
raised in 1997. Since then, its purchasing power has 
deteriorated by 20 percent. Analysts at the Economic Policy 
Institute and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities jointly 
crunched the numbers and determined that, after adjusting 
for inflation, the value of the minimum wage is at its lowest 
level since 1955.”  Herbert adds, “Polls have shown that 
Americans overwhelmingly favor an increase in the minimum 
wage. But the low-income workers who would benefit from 
such an increase are not part of the natural G.O.P. 
constituency. Thus, the stonewall. …  There is no justification 
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— none — for condemning the nation’s lowest-paid workers 
to this continuing slide into ever deeper economic distress.” 

Pastor Says Americans Need Formal Day Of 
Rest.  Henry G. Brinton, pastor of Fairfax Presbyterian 
Church in Virginia, writes in USA Today (7/3) reports, “For all 
the attention paid this past year to public displays of the Ten 
Commandments, you’d think people would spend as much 
energy trying to follow them.  When it comes to the Fourth 
Commandment -- ‘Remember the Sabbath Day’ -- that’s not 
the case. …  The problem with ignoring the Sabbath is that it 
hurts us as individuals, families and communities.”  Brinton 
adds, “We need a formal day of rest. A true Sabbath gives us 
time to refresh and renew ourselves, regain proper 
perspective and redirect our lives to what is good and true 
and worthwhile. …  We can learn from men and women in 
the European Union, who work hard but still enjoy an average 
of five weeks of paid vacation per year. They often remark 
that they don’t ‘live to work,’ as we do — instead, they ‘work 
to live.’” 

NYTimes Says Congress Should Intervene To 
Clarify Clean Water Act.  The New York Times (7/3) 
editorializes, “Senator James Inhofe, a conservative 
Republican from Oklahoma, and Senator Lincoln Chaffee, a 
liberal Republican from Rhode Island, are at opposite ends of 
the earth on environmental issues. But both found 
themselves equally mystified by the recent Supreme Court 
decision on the Clean Water Act. The decision did nothing to 
clarify which waters were protected under the act and which 
were not.  Both agreed that only Congress can end the 
confusion. Both are right. Without Congressional intervention, 
the certain outcome is endless litigation and a steady decline 
of the nation’s streams and wetlands.” 

WPost Sees Promise In Ruling On Vermont 
Campaign Finance Laws.  An editorial in the 
Washington Post (7/3, A20) says the Supreme Court’s 
decision last week striking down Vermont’s campaign finance 
laws “may prove more silver lining than cloud. The Vermont 
rules never stood much of a chance; they are so strict as to 
present genuine problems. The important feature of the case 
is not its specific result but the way the court -- and its two 
newest justices -- reached that result. On this point, the 
decision is promising.”  Despite “an opportunity to declare 
themselves hostile to campaign finance regulation in general, 
both signed on -- Justice Alito somewhat equivocally -- to the 
court’s long-standing doctrine that appropriately crafted 
contribution limits can survive constitutional scrutiny.  This is a 
far more significant development than the fate of Vermont’s 
statute. It suggests that, notwithstanding the turnover in the 

court’s personnel, a revolution in campaign finance law may 
not be in the offing.” 

NYTimes Says US Must Improve Science 
Education.  The New York Times (7/3) editorializes that 
the US must do something about the “horrendous state of 
science education at both the public school and university 
levels.”  The Howard Hughes Medical Institute has “awarded 
grants to 50 universities aimed at providing richer 
undergraduate science education as well as mentoring and 
early research experiences with working scientists. Many of 
the grants will be used partly to advertise the virtues of 
scientific study not just at universities but also in high schools 
and middle schools.  These programs send a powerful 
message at a time when the country needs to be paying 
attention to remaking science education. Congress, which 
has been casting for ways to address this problem, would do 
well to emulate them.” 

WPost Says Maryland Governor’s Race 
Should Be “Hard-Hitting, Substantive 
Campaign.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, 
A20) says Maryland Gov. Robert Ehrlich “has spent four 
years compiling a so-so record. He has diminished a handful 
of modest victories and sensible policies by displaying a tin 
ear for political ethics and a pointlessly petulant style of 
governance that has compounded the partisan venom in 
Annapolis.”  Those qualities “may help explain why Mr. 
Ehrlich… begins his campaign for reelection so far behind his 
Democratic rival, Baltimore Mayor Martin O’Malley.”  The Post 
adds, “Wouldn’t it be nice if the campaign looked and 
sounded like a contest of ideas between two grown-ups, and 
not a locker-room smack-down. That will be the real test of 
both candidates -- whether they have the capacity to wage a 
hard-hitting, substantive, mature campaign that is about 
Maryland and Marylanders, not just about Bob Ehrlich and 
Martin O’Malley.” 

Personnel News.  Roll Call (7/3, Ackley) reports in its “K 
Street Files” column, “Carolyn Doyle, a former aide to Sen. 
Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), has left her position as senior federal 
affairs representative at the MWW Group. …  Karen Reidy, 
most recently with the former MCI, has joined the telecom 
trade association COMPTEL as its vice president for 
regulatory affairs. …  Cable giant Comcast Corp. has picked 
up a new lobbyist. Peter Filon comes to the company as 
senior director, federal government affairs, from the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, where he has served as 
minority counsel.  PR power-shop Qorvis Communications 
has signed Jim McGann as managing director. …  The US 
Tuna Foundation has a new president. Anne Forristall 
comes to the fishy lobby from MGN Inc., where she advised a 
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range of clients on legislative strategy.  Lisa McGreevey is 
joining the hedge fund industry’s primary trade group, the 
Managed Funds Association, as executive vice president and 
chief operating officer. …  The public policy and law group at 
Dickstein Shapiro has added Brian Finch as counsel. …  
Benjamin McKay has been promoted to senior vice 
president of federal government relations at the Property 
Casualty Insurers Association of America.  Trading one 
heavy-hitting Wall Street CEO for another, the Financial 
Services Roundtable has named Citigroup chief Charles O. 
Prince to replace newly confirmed Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson as chairman of the group.” 

The Washington Post (7/3, C1, Kurtz) reports that 
Jonathan Wald, who was fired as executive producer of the 
Today show, and Josh Howard, who was forced to resign as 
executive producer of 60 Minutes II, have “landed at CNBC, 
where they are helping to retool programming on a business 
channel that has struggled in the ratings since the dot-com 
bust six years ago.” 

EDITORIAL WRAP-UP: 
New York Times:  “Crisis Postponed At The U.N.”  An 
editorial in the New York Times (7/3) says the UN “steered 
clear of a financial shipwreck last week, but it also steered 
clear of approving urgently needed management reforms. 
That is a standoff, not a solution. If the less-developed 
countries blocking those reforms continue to dig in, the United 
Nations will suffer in diminished public credibility and greater 
resistance to dues-paying by some of the largest contributor 
nations, including the United States.”  The UN “cannot 
function effectively in the 21st century under budget and 
management rules that were originally devised for a much 
smaller organization. Successive embarrassments like the oil-
for-food scandal should have made that painfully clear.” 

“Protecting All Waters.”  The New York Times (7/3) 
editorializes, “Senator James Inhofe, a conservative 
Republican from Oklahoma, and Senator Lincoln Chaffee, a 
liberal Republican from Rhode Island, are at opposite ends of 
the earth on environmental issues. But both found 
themselves equally mystified by the recent Supreme Court 
decision on the Clean Water Act. The decision did nothing to 
clarify which waters were protected under the act and which 
were not.  Both agreed that only Congress can end the 
confusion. Both are right. Without Congressional intervention, 
the certain outcome is endless litigation and a steady decline 
of the nation’s streams and wetlands.” 

“How To Educate Young Scientists.”  The New York 
Times (7/3) editorializes that the US must do something about 
the “horrendous state of science education at both the public 
school and university levels.”  The Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute has “awarded grants to 50 universities aimed at 
providing richer undergraduate science education as well as 
mentoring and early research experiences with working 
scientists. Many of the grants will be used partly to advertise 
the virtues of scientific study not just at universities but also in 
high schools and middle schools.  These programs send a 
powerful message at a time when the country needs to be 
paying attention to remaking science education. Congress, 
which has been casting for ways to address this problem, 
would do well to emulate them.” 

Washington Post:  “Campaign Finance Bellwether.”  
An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, A20) says the 
Supreme Court’s decision last week striking down Vermont’s 
campaign finance laws “may prove more silver lining than 
cloud. The Vermont rules never stood much of a chance; they 
are so strict as to present genuine problems. The important 
feature of the case is not its specific result but the way the 
court -- and its two newest justices -- reached that result. On 
this point, the decision is promising.”  Despite “an opportunity 
to declare themselves hostile to campaign finance regulation 
in general, both signed on -- Justice Alito somewhat 
equivocally -- to the court’s long-standing doctrine that 
appropriately crafted contribution limits can survive 
constitutional scrutiny.  This is a far more significant 
development than the fate of Vermont’s statute. It suggests 
that, notwithstanding the turnover in the court’s personnel, a 
revolution in campaign finance law may not be in the offing.” 

“Flagging Rhetoric.”  An editorial in the Washington 
Post (7/3, A20) says the recent Senate debate over a flag 
burning amendment “managed to bring out some of the worst 
in politicians of both parties. …  If there is a hero in this 
episode, it is the man who would succeed Mr. Frist as leader, 
Majority Whip Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). Mr. McConnell could 
have put the amendment over the top by abandoning his 
opposition. To his credit, he didn’t, and he was joined by two 
other Republicans, Sens. Lincoln D. Chafee (R.I.) and Robert 
F. Bennett (Utah). As Mr. McConnell explained in a column 
posted on his Senate Web site, ‘No act of speech is so 
obnoxious that it merits tampering with our First Amendment. 
Our Constitution, and our country, is stronger than that.’” 

“Mr. Ehrlich In The Ring.”  An editorial in the 
Washington Post (7/3, A20) says Maryland Gov. Robert 
Ehrlich “has spent four years compiling a so-so record. He 
has diminished a handful of modest victories and sensible 
policies by displaying a tin ear for political ethics and a 
pointlessly petulant style of governance that has compounded 
the partisan venom in Annapolis.”  Those qualities “may help 
explain why Mr. Ehrlich… begins his campaign for reelection 
so far behind his Democratic rival, Baltimore Mayor Martin 
O’Malley.”  The Post adds, “Wouldn’t it be nice if the 
campaign looked and sounded like a contest of ideas 
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between two grown-ups, and not a locker-room smack-down. 
That will be the real test of both candidates -- whether they 
have the capacity to wage a hard-hitting, substantive, mature 
campaign that is about Maryland and Marylanders, not just 
about Bob Ehrlich and Martin O’Malley.” 

Wall Street Journal:  “After Hamdan.”  The Wall Street 
Journal (7/3) editorializes, “The Court’s opinion masks its own 
power grab by asserting that the executive must defer more 
to Congress in designing military commissions.”  But “the 
Court’s own deference to Congress is selective in the 
extreme, as it simply chose to ignore the clear intent of the 
Detainee Treatment Act that Congress passed only last 
December.”  The Journal adds, “We…certainly hope the 
Administration presses its case for military commissions to 
the Congress, including just how much due process 
protection the Members think al Qaeda detainees really 
deserve. An election is coming in which the prosecution of the 
war on terror will again be a major issue.  By all means let’s 
debate the proper care and handling of Osama’s bodyguard.” 

“A Somali Taliban?”  An editorial in the Wall Street 
Journal (7/3) says, “There’s no appetite in the US for a large 
military intervention in Somalia, but that doesn’t mean the 
new regime should think it is immune from outside attention. 
So here’s a suggestion: Send an emissary to the new Islamist 
government and propose a deal: Hand over the 1998 
embassy bombers, refuse safe harbor to al Qaeda 
operatives, do not invade Somaliland and Puntland. Agree to 
that, and we will be able to get along. Don’t agree, and the 
US will do what it must to disrupt any terrorist camps or 
terrorist activity within its borders. …  The Somali Islamists 
need to understand that if they attempt to turn their country 
into another refuge for terrorists, it will end as badly for them 
as it did for the Taliban.” 

Los Angeles Times:  “House Of (Immigration) 
Blues.”  The Los Angeles Times (7/3) editorializes, “Last 
week saw the first narrowing of the chasm between the 
Senate’s recent comprehensive immigration bill and the 
House of Representatives’ punitive enforcement-only 
package from December.  Trouble is, the overtures are all 
going in the House’s direction. …  Pro-reform senators are 
making two classic negotiating mistakes: confusing their 
opponents’ line-in-the-sand intransigence with a negotiating 
ploy, and elevating the importance of making a deal above its 
actual content.” 

“United On Clean L.A. Ports.”   
“Taming The Tamil Tigers.”  The Los Angeles Times 

(7/3) editorializes, “Since April, Sri Lanka has experienced 
rising violence between the government and the Tamil Tigers 
rebel group, effectively gutting a 4-year-old cease-fire. But 
amid the carnage, leaders of both sides have been making 

unexpected conciliatory gestures, spurring hope that with the 
help of international monitors, full-scale war can be avoided. 
…  A peaceful Sri Lanka is very much in India’s interest; war 
could bring a stream of refugees and instability to India, 
particularly in the state of Tamil Nadu. India should start to 
take a more active role, while the EU must work for a return to 
the bargaining table. It isn’t too late to head off a full-scale 
war.” 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 
Los Angeles Times: 
“Confusion Grips Mexico Election.” 
“Happy? Let’s Sum It Up.” 
“Congress Faces Dilemma On Terror Trials.” 
“In First Year, L.A.’s Mayor Finds His Inner Pragmatist.” 
“With The Right Spin, Any Film Can Be No. 1.” 
“Iraqis Go To Great Lengths To Get Away.” 
USA Today: 
“How Americans See Americans.” 
“U.S. Elite Forces Face Shortfall.” 
“Some Spots Too Dry For Fireworks.” 
New York Times: 
“Israel Steps Up Gaza Raids In Bid To Free Soldier.” 
“Internet Calling Pressures Bells To Lower Prices.” 
“A Terror Strike, Choreographed On A Computer.” 
“A New Partnership Binds Old Republican Rivals.” 
“Once Again, The Boss Is In At The New York Office.” 
“Marijuana Fight Envelops Wharf In San Francisco.” 
Washington Post: 
“Record Crowds Flock To Vote Across Mexico.” 
“Growers Reap Benefits Even In Good Years.” 
“Episcopal Protest Of Top Bishop Increases.” 
“Petitions To FDA Delay Generic Drugs, Critics Say.” 
“Mongolians Meld Old, New In Making Arlington Home.” 
Washington Times: 
“Mexico Election Too Close To Call.” 
“Senators Promise Gitmo Statute.” 
“Academic Manifesto Takes Root.” 
“Iran Plans To Cut Gas Imports, Subsidies.” 
“A Penny Saved Is A Penny Spurned.” 
“Illegal Students Face Expulsion From France.” 
“Representatives Relish Being Made A Mockery.” 
Detroit Free Press: 
“Zetsche Steps Out Front At DCX.” 
“Schools Ties Bonuses To Test Scores.” 
“Kalamazoo Is Drug-Testing Hub For Pfizer.” 

DOJ_NMG_0142002

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB115188035295296604.html?mod=opinion_main_review_and_outlooks
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB115188035295296604.html?mod=opinion_main_review_and_outlooks
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB115188052315296609.html?mod=opinion_main_review_and_outlooks
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB115188052315296609.html?mod=opinion_main_review_and_outlooks
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-ed-immig03jul03,1,5135111.story?coll=la-news-comment
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-ed-srilanka03jul03,1,7847432.story?coll=la-news-comment


 

 24 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 
“Fulton Jail Is Slow To Let Go.” 
“‘Always Remember.’” 
“Austin Pleads Guilty To ‘Mistake.’” 
“Turner Studios In Midtown Undo Shoestring Image.” 
Houston Chronicle: 
“Too Close To Call In Mexico.” 
“Troubling Figures Put Focus On Sunnyside.” 
Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC:  Iraq’s Most Wanted; Shuttle Launch Scrubbed; Israel-
Gaza Offensive; Mexico-Presidential Election; FBI-West 
Virginia Congressman; Death Penalty Anniversary; 
Alzheimer’s-Art Therapy; National Anthem-Singing Project. 
CBS:  Israel-Gaza Offensive; Iraq Violence; Iraq’s Most 
Wanted; Conservatives-Press Concerns; Discovery-Repair 
Concerns; Mexican Scholarship Program; World Cup; New 
Jersey-Government Shutdown; Weekend Box Office; Bush’s 
60th Birthday. 
NBC:  Preempted By Golf. 
Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News 
Broadcasts: 
ABC:  Space Shuttle Launch Delayed; Mexico-Election; 
Israel-Kidnapped Soldier; IN-Car Accident. 
NPR:  Mexico-Election; Israel-Kidnapped Soldier; UN-Human 
Rights Reforms; Space Shuttle Launch Delayed; IN-Car 
Accident; Iraq-Most Wanted List; World Cup; Foreign Stock 
Markets. 

WASHINGTON’S SCHEDULE: 
Today’s Events In Washington. 
White House: 

PRESIDENT BUSH — Signs H.R. 5403, the Safe and 
Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006. 
Roosevelt Room, The White House. Photo Release. 

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY — No public schedule. 
US Senate:  No scheduled events. 
US House:  No scheduled events. 
Other:  ELECTIONS-LATINOS _ 9:30 a.m. The Latino 
Policy Coalition and Lake Research Partners hold a 
teleconference to release the results of a national survey of 
Latino voters and discuss the midterm elections. With Jim 
Gonzalez, chair, Latino Policy Coalition; Celinda Lake, 
president, Lake Research Partners; and Dr. Fernando 
Guerra, director, Leavey Center for the Study of Los Angeles.  
Contacts: Michael Bustamante, 916-425-0839.  Notes: Dial-
in: 1-866-216-6835. Passcode: 116692. 

NY TIMES-PROTEST _ 12 p.m. The D.C. Chapter of 
FreeRepublic.com and Accuracy in Media hold a 

demonstration to call for the prosecution of New York Times 
publisher Arthur Sulzberger, Jr., Executive Editor Bill Keller 
and reporters James Risen and Eric Lichtblau for “giving aid 
and comfort to al Qaeda by publishing stories exposing 
national security intelligence programs.”  Location: In front of 
1627 “Eye” St. NW. 

GRANNY PEACE BRIGADE _ 2 p.m. The Granny 
Peace Brigade, 18 grandmothers protesting the war in Iraq, 
hold a rally and march to mark the end of their journey from 
New York City.  Highlights:  2 p.m. Marchers will be joined by 
war protester Cindy Sheehan, at Dupont Circle. Sheehan will 
escort the marchers down Massachusetts Avenue to the 
Gandhi statue at Massachusetts Ave. and Q Sts, NW, in front 
of the Indian Embassy.  Location: Gandhi Statue, corner of Q 
St NW and Massachusetts. 

Copyright 2006 by the Bulletin News Network, Inc.  
Reproduction without permission prohibited.  Editorial content 
is drawn from thousands of newspapers, national magazines, 
national and local television programs, and radio broadcasts.  
The Attorney General’s News Briefing is published five days a 
week for the Office of Public Affairs by BulletinNews, which 
creates custom news briefings for government and corporate 
leaders and also publishes the White House Bulletin, 
Frontrunner and Washington Morning Update.  We can be 
found on the Web at BulletinNews.com, or called at (703) 
749-0040. 
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	Violence Continues In Iraq.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 2, 0:10, Mitchell) reported, “Another bloody day in Iraq.  South of Baghdad, four were killed and 22 wounded after a bomb went off.  This one day after a car bomb in a Baghdad market killed...
	Further Details Of Alleged Iraq Rape Surface.  The Washington Post (7/3, Knickmeyer) reports the version of the alleged rape and murders by US GIs told by a neighbor, Omar Janabi.  It gives the victim’s age as 15 and contains his account of finding th...
	Senate Intelligence Committee “Statements” Investigation Stalled.  In the National Review (7/17), Byron York says the Senate Intelligence Committee “is engaged in a protracted investigation of the public statements of President Bush, Vice President Ch...
	Bush Seen As Uninterested In Seeking Democratic Support For Iraq Policy.  In the New Republic’s TRB column (7/10), Peter Beinart says, “Why doesn’t George W. Bush want to win in Iraq?  Seriously.  The past several weeks have forced him to choose betwe...
	Raid Reveals Tensions Between US Forces, Afghan Government.  The New York Times (7/3, Gall) reports from Kabul, “A joint military raid by American and Afghan forces on an unobtrusive house here in the capital on March 20 has pointed up the tensions be...
	US Military Faces Shortfall In Special Forces Troops.   USA Today (7/3, Brook) reports, “The Army, Navy and Air Force face shortages of elite special operations forces that are playing a leading role in the war against terrorism, military records show...
	Pentagon Officers Said To Be Resisting Rumsfeld, Cheney On Iran Bombing Plans.  In the New Yorker (7/10-17), Seymour Hersh writes that included with the Bush White House’s offer to Iran to negotiate over its nuclear program if it suspended its uranium...

	DOJ:
	Kennedy Emerges As Swing Vote On High Court.  The Christian Science Monitor (7/3, Richey) notes that with the addition of President Bush’s two nominees, Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito, the supreme Court “has grown more conservativ...
	GOP To Focus On Judicial Confirmations.  The Washington Times (7/3, Hurt) reports, “In coming weeks, Republicans on Capitol Hill plan for the first major push on judges since Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. were confi...

	Corporate Scandals:
	Impact Of US Abramoff Probe Into Ex-Guam Governor Remains Unclear.  The Guam Pacific Daily News (7/3, Kang) reports, “The fallout over the federal investigation of a possible link between disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff and former Democratic Gov. Car...
	Tenet CEO Faces Challenge Of Moving On After Settlement With DOJ.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Rundle) reports Trevor Fetter “inherited a financial and legal morass in 2003, when he took the top job at Tenet Healthcare Corp., the big hospital operat...
	Austin Banker Nearing Victory In S&L Case.  The Austin American-Statesman (7/3, Elder) reports, “Austin real estate developer Alfred Hughes was close to giddy when he acquired an El Paso savings and loan in 1988.  ‘We’re sitting on top of the world,’ ...
	BP Traders Lost $10 Million, Court Documents Show.  Bloomberg (7/3) reports, “The three BP Plc traders accused by regulators of attempting to corner the U.S. propane market lost $10 million when they failed to sell their inventory, court documents sho...
	Bermuda Unit Said To Be At Center Of Refco Collapse.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Mollenkamp, Mcdonald, Mckay) reports on the failure and bankruptcy filing of hedge fund manager Refco, “one of the largest and swiftest failures in recent Wall Street ...
	SEC Sues To End German Bond Investment Scheme.  USA Today (7/3, Smith) reports Las Vegas investor Jeffrey Weston “has been snapping up Germany Weimar Republic bonds from the 1920s on the premise that $1,000 in IOUs payable in gold then are today worth...

	Criminal Law:
	DOJ Issues New Subpoena For Jefferson Emails.  Roll Call (7/3, Bresnahan) reports, “The Justice Department has issued a new subpoena for e-mails from Rep. William Jefferson (D-La.), who is at the center of an ongoing bribery and corruption investigati...
	Indictment Seen As Wild Card In Ney’s Electoral Chances.  USA Today (7/3, Lawrence) reports, “There’s often a caveat these days when Ohio Republicans talk about re-election prospects for their embattled congressman, Bob Ney.  As state Rep. Clyde Evans...
	Government Corruption Cases Persist In Connecticut.  The Washington Post (7/3, A3, Fahrenthold) reports the “past few years have revealed so many tales of graft, malfeasance and all-purpose criminality by public servants in Connecticut that it’s hard ...
	Missouri Supreme Court Ruling Alters Rules For Sex Offenders.  The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (7/2, Franck) reports, “Thousands of offenders would no longer be required to provide information for Missouri’s sex offender registry after a ruling Friday by ...
	Irving, Texas, Police May Be Chastised Over Amber Alert.  The Dallas Morning News (7/2, Mosier) reports, “The Irving Police Department could face an informal reprimand for issuing an Amber Alert for 2-year-old Elian Majano, who disappeared from a park...
	ABC News Poll Finds 65% Favor Death Penalty For Murder.  ABC World News Tonight (7/2, story 6, 0:30, Harris) reported, “Today marks 30 years since the United States Supreme Court ruling that reinstated the death penalty.  A new ABC News poll finds tha...

	Civil Rights:
	Hollywood, Florida, May Seek More Time In Religious Discrimination Lawsuit.  The Miami Herald (7/3, Wright) reports Hollywood, Florida, “is expected to ask a federal judge today for more time to settle a religious discrimination lawsuit brought agains...
	La Tuna Federal Prison Inmates Claim Rights Violations.  The El Paso Times (7/3, Roberts) reports, “Inmates held at the various La Tuna federal prison facilities are convinced they have been denied visits, thrown in ‘the hole’ for minor infractions an...
	Texas Redistricting Verdict Could Result In “Ripple Effect.”  The Washington Times (7/3, Aynesworth) reports last week’s Supreme Court ruling “on the constitutionality of the 2003 Tom DeLay-led Texas redistricting coup was a distinct victory for the R...
	Hitchens Says Congress Should Not “Waste” More Time On Flag Amendment.  Christopher Hitchens writes in Wall Street Journal (7/3) that the “so-called ‘flag-burning’ amendment should never be allowed to waste any more congressional time. …  It’s easy en...

	Antitrust:
	US Investigating Kosher Slaughterhouses For Possible Antitrust Violations.  The Asbury Park Press/AP (7/3) reports, “The federal government is investigating kosher slaughterhouses and suppliers for possible antitrust practices, according to a lawyer f...
	Second Quarter Merger Activity Was Prolific.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Berman) reports a “strong first quarter for mergers continued in the second quarter, as deals rolled in from seemingly every sector:  Banks, stock exchanges, oil companies, re...
	Despite Consolidation, Growth Opportunities Elusive For Commercial Satellite Industry.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Pasztor) reports that while “consolidation and cost cutting have swept across the commercial-satellite industry,” the “surviving oper...

	FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS:
	FBI Agent Came Close To Linking Cole, 9/11 Plots.  The New Yorker (7/10-17, Wright) reports on the story Ali Soufan, who, at the time of the attack on the USS Cole in 2000, was “the only FBI agent in the city [New York] who spoke Arabic, and one of on...
	Post-9/11 Criticism, Private Sector Pay Driving Senior Officials From FBI.  Under the headline “An Exodus of Agents,” Time (7/10, Bennett, Zagorin) reports in its “Notebook” section, “Office birthday parties must make FBI Director Robert Mueller a lit...
	Blagojevich Says He Acted To Identify, Punish Hiring Misconduct.  The AP (7/2, D’Alessio) reported, “Gov. Rod Blagojevich insisted Saturday that misconduct in his administration is limited to isolated events by people who are soon punished, even thoug...
	Longtime Scarpa Girlfriend Emerges As Key Witness Against DeVecchio.  In a widely-distributed story, the AP (7/3, Hays, McShane) reports Linda Schiro, longtime girlfriend of Colombo family associate Gregory Scarpa Sr., “has emerged as a key witness ag...
	FBI Investigating West Virginia’s “Prince Of Pork.”  ABC World News Tonight (7/2, story 5, 2:45, Harris) reported in its “Your Money” segment that Rep. Alan Mollohan, dubbed the “Prince of Pork,” is “very good at bringing home the bacon for his distri...
	Illinois Man Pleads Guilty To Hoax Terror Threat.  The Chicago Tribune (7/2) reported, “A man accused in a terrorism hoax pleaded guilty in the case Friday and faces up to 41 months in prison.”  Gilbert Romero “in June 2005 told the FBI that a terrori...

	Immigration:
	Sensenbrenner Suggests Voters Would Punish GOP If Senate Bill Enacted.  GOP Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner, in a letter to the editor of the Wall Street Journal (7/3), responds to the Journal editorial “The Tancredo Republicans.”  Writes the congressman,...

	Congress-Administration:
	Bush To Name Connaughton To Lead Maritime Administration.  The Washington Times (7/3) reports, “Last week, President Bush announced that he would nominate Sean T. Connaughton to lead the Maritime Administration at the Department of Transportation.”  C...
	Coburn Plan Seeks To Inform Public On Government Spending.  The New York Times (7/3, Deparle) reports, “Exasperated by his party’s failure to cut government spending, Senator Tom Coburn, Republican of Oklahoma, is seeking cyberhelp.”  Coburn “wants to...
	USDA Program Benefits Farmers Even In Good Years.  A front page story in the Washington Post (7/3, Morgan, Cohen, Gaul) reports on the loan deficiency payment, a little-known USDA program that was “intended to boost farmers’ incomes when prices are lo...
	Feingold, Obama Pushing Senate To Adopt Ethics Reforms As Rules Change.  Roll Call (7/3, Newmyer) reports, “In a bid to salvage some progress from the fizzling drive to overhaul lobbying and ethics laws, Democratic Sens. Russ Feingold (Wis.) and Barac...
	Bush’s Fitness Seen As Remarkable As He Turns 60.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 10, 2:40, Mitchell) reported, “The first wave of baby boomers turns 60 this year, and the big day for President Bush comes on Thursday.”  Ten predecessors “have turned...
	Professor Questions Whether MBA Has Made Bush Better President.  Charles R. Kesler, a professor of government at Claremont McKenna College, writes in the Los Angeles Times (7/3), “George W. Bush is the first president with an MBA (from Harvard Busines...
	Bush, McCain Rapprochement Seen As Based On Pragmatic Considerations.  The New York Times (7/3, Rutenberg, Nagourney) reports that after “years of competitive and often contentious dealings, President Bush and Senator John McCain of Arizona are buildi...

	Other News:
	Emanuel, Dean At Odds Over Party Strategy.  Roll Call (7/3, Kornacki) reports, “A letter to Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean from Rep. Rahm Emanuel (Ill.), the head of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, has set off a ne...
	GOP Sees Chance To Increase House Majority.  The Washington Times (7/3, Pfeiffer) reports, “Congressional Republicans say they have a strategic advantage in their effort to increase their House majority, even as national polls show Democrats with a si...
	GOP Pressing “Suburban Agenda.”  In his Roll Call column (7/3), executive editor Morton Kondracke notes Rep. Dave Reichert’s effort to persuade GOP colleagues “to back a bill enabling school districts to tap into national criminal databases before the...
	Conservative Republicans Now Opposing 527 Reform.  The Wall Street Journal (7/3, Cummings) reports that in 2004, “Republicans were organizing against new, loosely regulated political groups that were raising money to attack President Bush.”  Now, “ill...
	Mormon, Muslim Presidential Candidates Face Voter Uneasiness.  The Los Angeles Times (7/3, Mehren) reports that even as “anti-Semitism and anti-Catholicism are fading as voter taboos,” a Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg poll found “uneasiness about some re...
	New Jersey Budget Impasse Could Shutter Casinos, Close Beaches.  The CBS Evening News (7/2, story 8, 1:45, Mitchell) reported, “A budget impasse has forced the Garden State to start shutting down its government.  The impact may soon be felt by out-of-...
	Virginia Gay Marriage Ban Spurs Fundraising Boom.  The Washington Post (7/3, B2, Jenkins) reports the proposed state constitutional amendment “that would ban same-sex marriage in Virginia has sparked an aggressive fundraising effort, with each side of...
	Critics Say Petitions To FDA Delay Approval Of Generic Drugs.  Lawmakers are taking a close look at an FDA procedure designed to alert the agency to scientific and safety issues, amid concerns that it may getting subverted by the brand-name drug indus...
	Weather Delays Space Shuttle Launch For Second Day In A Row.  For the second day in a row Sunday, the launch of the space shuttle Discovery was postponed due to stormy weather.  The AP (7/3, Dunn) reports, “Launch officials said they would try again T...
	Academic Bill Of Rights Taking Hold In Many States.  The Washington Times (7/3, Richardson) reports that three years after conservative activist David Horowitz began promoting his Academic Bill of Rights in Colorado, the manifesto, which says students...
	Lawmakers Say Spot On Colbert Show Raised Profiles With Constituents.  The Washington Times (7/3, Bellantoni) reports that members of Congress who appear on segment of Comedy Central’s “The Colbert Report” known as “Better Know a District” usually “en...
	House, Senate Clash Over Proposal For Walkway On Capitol’s East Front.  The Washington Post (7/3, A19, Kamen) reports in its “In the Loop” column that the biggest fight between the House and Senate “may have occurred last week over a House proposal to...
	Former DHS Official Says FEMA Director Should Be Allowed To Focus On Disaster Response.  Adm. James Loy, former commandant of the US Coast Guard and former deputy secretary of Homeland Security, in an op-ed in the Washington Times (7/3) writes that fo...
	Carter Says FOIA Should Be Amended To Keep Pace With International Standards.  Former President Jimmy Carter writes in the Washington Post (7/3, A21), “Our government leaders have become increasingly obsessed with secrecy. Obstructionist policies and ...
	Thornburgh Says Media Shield Law Must Be Carefully Crafted.  Former Attorney General Richard Thornburgh writes in the Wall Street Journal (7/3), “Ever since then-New York Times reporter Judith Miller went to jail for 85 days last year rather than comp...
	Schwarzenegger’s Conservative Former Aide Reverses Support For Term Limits.  Rob Stutzman, former deputy chief of staff for communications for Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, writes in the Los Angeles Times (7/3), “About 20 years ago, the notion of term l...
	New Republic Says Baucus Should Be Dropped From Finance Panel.  The New Republic (7/10) says in its lead editorial that Democratic Rep. Max Baucus uses “his influence as the top Democrat on the Finance Committee to systematically undercut his party an...
	Author Says US Is Better At Educating Girls.  Author Christina Hoff Somers writes in the Wall Street Journal (7/3) that in a report from Education Sector, a new Washington think tank, policy analyst Sara Mead, “denies that American boys are in trouble...
	Mallaby Calls Concept Of Energy Independence “Pipe Dream.”  Sebastian Mallaby writes in the Washington Post (7/3, A21), “This month’s Group of Eight summit in Russia takes statecraft to a whole new level. Global leaders have ‘energy security’ on the a...
	Herbert Makes Case For Minimum Wage Increase.  Bob Herbert writes in the New York Times (7/3), “The federal minimum wage, currently $5.15 an hour, was last raised in 1997. Since then, its purchasing power has deteriorated by 20 percent. Analysts at th...
	Pastor Says Americans Need Formal Day Of Rest.  Henry G. Brinton, pastor of Fairfax Presbyterian Church in Virginia, writes in USA Today (7/3) reports, “For all the attention paid this past year to public displays of the Ten Commandments, you’d think ...
	NYTimes Says Congress Should Intervene To Clarify Clean Water Act.  The New York Times (7/3) editorializes, “Senator James Inhofe, a conservative Republican from Oklahoma, and Senator Lincoln Chaffee, a liberal Republican from Rhode Island, are at opp...
	WPost Sees Promise In Ruling On Vermont Campaign Finance Laws.  An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, A20) says the Supreme Court’s decision last week striking down Vermont’s campaign finance laws “may prove more silver lining than cloud. The Verm...
	NYTimes Says US Must Improve Science Education.  The New York Times (7/3) editorializes that the US must do something about the “horrendous state of science education at both the public school and university levels.”  The Howard Hughes Medical Institu...
	WPost Says Maryland Governor’s Race Should Be “Hard-Hitting, Substantive Campaign.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, A20) says Maryland Gov. Robert Ehrlich “has spent four years compiling a so-so record. He has diminished a handful of modest...
	Personnel News.  Roll Call (7/3, Ackley) reports in its “K Street Files” column, “Carolyn Doyle, a former aide to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), has left her position as senior federal affairs representative at the MWW Group. …  Karen Reidy, most recentl...

	Editorial Wrap-Up:
	New York Times:  “Crisis Postponed At The U.N.”  An editorial in the New York Times (7/3) says the UN “steered clear of a financial shipwreck last week, but it also steered clear of approving urgently needed management reforms. That is a standoff, not...
	Washington Post:  “Campaign Finance Bellwether.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (7/3, A20) says the Supreme Court’s decision last week striking down Vermont’s campaign finance laws “may prove more silver lining than cloud. The Vermont rules neve...
	Wall Street Journal:  “After Hamdan.”  The Wall Street Journal (7/3) editorializes, “The Court’s opinion masks its own power grab by asserting that the executive must defer more to Congress in designing military commissions.”  But “the Court’s own def...
	Los Angeles Times:  “House Of (Immigration) Blues.”  The Los Angeles Times (7/3) editorializes, “Last week saw the first narrowing of the chasm between the Senate’s recent comprehensive immigration bill and the House of Representatives’ punitive enfor...
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	Today’s Edition
	Terrorism News:
	Specter To Question Gonzales On NSA Surveillance.  The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (1/26, McGough) reports, “If Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales thought he might be spared tough questioning from Republican senators when he testifies about the warrantl...
	Judge Orders US To Give Moussaoui Defense Documents About Pre-9/11 Intelligence.  The AP (1/26) reports US District Judge Leonie Brinkema “has ordered the government to give admitted terrorist conspirator Zacarias Moussaoui's defense team documents de...
	Al Arian Lawyers Seek To Withdraw From Case If Retried.  The AP (1/26) reports Sami al Arian’s defense attorneys, Linda Moreno and Bill Moffitt, “asked a federal judge to let them off the case if prosecutors retry the former college professor on charg...
	Texas Men Sentenced For Illegal Exports To Libya, Syria.  In a widely-distributed story, the AP (1/26) reports Texas “brothers convicted of sending exports from their U.S. company to countries considered sponsors of terrorism were sentenced Wednesday ...
	ACLU Files Lawsuit In Support Of Tariq Ramadan.  The New York Times (1/26, Preston, 1.19M) reports that the ACLU filed a lawsuit in Federal District Court in Manhattan on behalf of scholar Tariq Ramadan, and three national organizations of academics o...

	Patriot Act:
	US Scholarly Organizations File Lawsuit Over Patriot Act Visa Provision.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, A4, 2.11M) reports, “Three scholarly organizations sued the federal government over its 2004 decision to revoke a visa granted to a European exper...

	Homeland Response:
	Georgia ACLU Releases Documents Allegedly Showing Spying On Activist Groups.  The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/26, Montgomery, 430K) reports, “In the name of fighting terrorism, the U.S. government and police agencies from the federal to the local ...
	White House Declines To Release Documents On Katrina Warning.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 2, 2:00, Williams) in its story on Federal Katrina relief reported, “Congress also wants answers from the White House about the poor Federal response to Katri...
	White House Rejects Plan To Buy Out Katrina Home Owners.  In a story that characterized the White House as declining to approve aid for Louisiana NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 2, 2:00, Williams) reported on “the long road back for the Gulf Coast, spec...
	Nagin’s Comments Scrutinized.  The Washington Post (1/26, C1, Haygood, 744K) reports, “New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin blew into the original Chocolate City yesterday.  Everywhere he goes these days, there seem to be things to explain, his words and comme...
	Flood Insurance Program Administrator Seeks Changes.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) reports, “The administrator of the National Flood Insurance Program asked Congress on Wednesday to allow the elimination of discounts on as many as 1.2 million poli...

	War News:
	US, Iraqi Forces Repel Insurgent Attacks In Ramadi.  US Marines and Iraqi troops repelled insurgent attacks in Ramadi Tuesday afternoon, killing seven insurgents.  The Washington Post (1/26, A18, Finer, 744K) reports, “Five insurgents -- whose assault...
	US To Release Five Female Iraqi Prisoners.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 3, 0:25, Woodruff) reported, “Iraq’s justice ministry said at least five Iraqi women, in US custody, would be freed soon, possibly tomorrow.  This would go a long way to...
	Former General Says Iraq WMD Moved To Syria Before US Invasion.  Former Iraqi general George Sada, author of “Saddam's Secrets, How an Iraqi General Survived Saddam Hussein,” in an interview on Fox News’ Hannity & Colmes (1/25) said, “I want to make i...
	Kurdish Writer’s Prosecution Seen As Test Of Iraq’s Move Toward Democracy.  The New York Times (1/26, Oppel, 1.19M) reports on Kamal Sayid Qadir a Kurd who, from Austria has written articles accusing Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani’s Democratic Party o...
	Arrest Of Police Strains Relations Between Iraqis, UK Troops.  The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Moore, 958K) reports, “Tensions continued to simmer Wednesday between local Iraqi officials and British troops in the Shiite-dominated southern city of Basra, ...
	Soldiers Make Digital Memorials For Fallen Comrades.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Searcey, 2.11M) reports, “Digital photography, video and Internet access have let soldiers in Iraq stay closer to distant friends and family than troops in any other ...
	Hoagland Says Administration Has Been “Bitten” By Reality In Iraq.  Jim Hoagland writes in the Washington Post (1/26, A25, 744K), “Iraq’s Dec. 15 balloting was orderly and inspiring, but it has created an aftermath that is neither of those things. It ...
	In 1998, Clinton Said No-Fly Zones Over Iraq Would Be Enforced.  In its “History Lessons” column, the Washington Times (1/26, 90K) excerpts a December 28,, 1998 statement by then-President Bill Clinton.  Clinton said, “I think I should say a few words...
	Musharaff Blames US Missile Attack For Increasing Domestic Turmoil.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Champion, Kempe, 2.11M) in an interview with Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf at the World Economic Forum reports Musharraf “said a suspected U.S. m...
	India Provides Aid To Afghanistan.  The Washington Times (1/26, Nelson, 90K) reports, “India has poured more than a half-billion dollars of foreign aid into Afghanistan in the past three years in an attempt to create a friendly and stable neighbor in ...
	Rumsfeld Takes Issue With Reports Saying US Military Is Overstretched.  Fox News’ Special Report (1/25, Hume) reported, “A couple of new reports suggesting that the US military is overstretched or overstressed or both drew a sharp response from the Se...
	Study Finds Active Duty Reservists Earn More Than In Civilian Jobs.  A study released yesterday by the RAND Corporation says that nearly three-fourths of military reservists called to serve in Afghanistan and Iraq are making more money on duty than in...

	DOJ:
	Federal Judge Extends Temporary Appointment Of Alabama US Attorney.  The Mobile (AL) Register (1/26, Kirby) reports, “Chief U.S. District Judge Ginny Granade has extended the term of U.S. Attorney Deborah Rhodes, whose temporary appointment to the Mob...
	DHS Assisting DOJ With Case Management System.  Federal Computer Week (1/25, Arnone) reports, “The Homeland Security Department is helping the Justice Department develop new case management systems for the entire federal government, DHS’ chief informa...

	Corporate Scandals:
	Enron Trial Seen As Big Test For Federal Prosecutors.  The New York Times (1/26, Eichenwald) reports, “In the court of public opinion, they were convicted long ago. But as Kenneth L. Lay and Jeffrey K. Skilling, the onetime leaders of Enron, step into...
	Former Securities Broker Pleads Guilty To New York Market-Timing Charge.  The AP (1/26, Gormley) reports, “A former Las Vegas securities broker pleaded guilty to a felony charge Wednesday in a mutual fund investigation in which investors were defraude...
	Livedoor Investigation Prompts Re-Examination of Japanese Accounting Standards.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Hayashi, Morse) reports, “The investigation into Internet company Livedoor Co. has pointed a spotlight” on Japanese accounting standards, w...

	Criminal Law:
	Leahy Seeks Information From DOJ On Google Subpoena.  Reuters (1/26, Vicini) reports, “The Senate Judiciary Committee's top Democrat asked Attorney General Alberto Gonzales what steps are being taken to protect Americans' privacy rights as the Justice...
	Louisiana Businessman Pleads Guilty To New Orleans Contract Fraud.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A businessman described by federal prosecutors as a key player pleaded guilty Wednesday to conspiring in a kickback scheme for the biggest contract signed whil...
	Six Indicted On Bribery Charges In Ongoing Tennessee License Fraud Probe.  The Tennessean (1/26, Carey) reports, “A widespread bribery scheme funneled hundreds of illegal aliens into a Winchester, Tenn.-based driving school, netting them fraudulent li...
	IRS Agent Downplays Ryan’s Eventual Declaration Of Campaign Funds As Income.  The Chicago Tribune (1/26, O'Connor, 643K) reports IRS Agent Shari Schindler “on Wednesday downplayed that former Gov. George Ryan filed corrected tax returns for 1995, 1996...
	Laski Vows To Fight Bribery Charges, Alleges US Withheld Exculpatory Recordings.  The Chicago Tribune (1/26, Washburn, 643K) reports, “Facing federal corruption charges, a defiant James Laski vowed Wednesday to ‘keep fighting,’ insisted his office is ...
	Former Campbell Aides Testify About Relationship With Contractor.  The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/26, Suggs, Scott, 430K) reports former Atlanta contracts compliance director Michael Sullivan testified at former Mayor Bill Campbell’s corruption t...
	Wisconsin Procurement Official Indicted Over Travel Contract Award.  The AP (1/26) reports, “An official in Gov. Jim Doyle's administration was indicted on two felony counts Tuesday for her role in awarding a state travel contract to a company whose e...
	Former New Jersey Councilman Pleads Guilty To Money Laundering.  The Farmingdale (NJ) News Transcript (1/25, Front Page, Israeli) reports former Marlboro Township Councilman Thomas Broderick “pleaded guilty in federal court last week to one count of m...
	Contractor Sentenced To Probation, Fine For SoCom Bribery Scheme.  The Tampa Tribune (1/26, Lardner) reports, “A contractor formerly employed by U.S. Special Operations Command was sentenced Wednesday to three years probation and a $4,500 fine for his...
	Texas Hired Abramoff-Linked Firm Due To Access To Rove.  The AP (1/26) reports the Texas state government “hired a firm with close ties to lobbyist Jack Abramoff after rejecting competing bids that met more of its selection criteria and cost less.”  T...
	California Man Pleads Guilty To Cyber Attack.  Federal Computer Week (1/26, Brewin) reports, “A hacker indicted for creating botnet armies that infected Defense Information Systems Agency networks and computers at the Naval Air Warfare Center at China...
	Former Dietary Supplement Company Executives Admit $100 Million Mail Fraud.  The AP (1/26) reports, “Former executives of a mail-order firm admitted that the company bilked buyers out of more than $100 million by charging credit cards without permissi...
	Jury Convicts Palestinian Man Of Being Iraqi Agent.  The AP (1/26, Callahan) reports, “Jurors on Wednesday convicted a Palestinian migrant accused of being an Iraqi agent on six federal charges but could not reach a decision on a charge that he tried ...
	Three Kidnap Suspects Face Federal Charges In Ohio.  Cox News Service (1/26, Giordano, Hardy) reports, “The FBI on Wednesday brought criminal charges against three people accused in the abduction, assault and robbery of a Miami University freshman.” C...
	Supreme Court To Hear Lethal Injection Case.  The Washington Post (1/26, A3, Lane, 744K) reports, “The Supreme Court agreed yesterday to decide when death row inmates may challenge lethal injection as a method of capital punishment, in a surprise deci...
	Texas Executes Man For 1992 Murders.  The Associated Press (1/25) reported that Marion Dudley, an “Alabama man who was part of a ring that shuttled drugs from Texas to his home state was executed [Wednesday] for the slayings of four people in Houston ...
	ID Theft Complaints Rising, But Rate Of Increase Down.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Conkey) reports, “Businesses, law-enforcement agencies and consumers may be beginning to turn the tide in the war against identity theft, data from the Federal Trad...
	Jury Reject Insanity Defense, Convicts Killer of Accused Pedophile Priest. The New York Times (1/26, Zezima) reports, “Rejecting an insanity defense, a state jury on Wednesday convicted an inmate of the prison murder of John J. Geoghan, a defrocked pr...
	Girl’s Death Highlights “Dual-Track” Handling Of Abuse Reports.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, Ridberg) reports, “Calls to New York's child-abuse hot line have spiked dramatically ever since Nixzmary Brown was buried.”   The Monitor notes that ...
	Fairfax County, VA, Police “Accidentally” Shoot, Kill Optometrist Suspected Of Gambling.  The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Jackman) reports, “Fairfax County's police chief said yesterday that one of his officers accidentally shot and killed an optometri...
	NYTimes Columnist Pans Show About Innocence On Death Row.  In a  New York Times (1/26) column, Joshua Marquis disapproves of a new ABC drama called “In Justice.”  He writes, “’In Justice’ has received dismal reviews. But that hasn't stopped its premis...
	Times Writer Wistful For Buttafuoco Era.  In a New York Times (1/26) column, Lawrence Downes writes, “Before Angie and Brad, before Monica and Bill, there was Amy and Joey. Amy Fisher and Joey Buttafuoco — the Long Island Lolita and her body-shop love...

	Civil Law:
	Former Kentucky GE Plant Supervisor Files Whistleblower Suit.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A former supervisor at a General Electric Co. plant has filed $50.5 million federal lawsuit that claims that he was fired for testifying that GE shipped defective p...
	Judge Rules Trustee Request Could Jeopardize Adelphia Bankruptcy.  The New York Law Journal (1/26, Lin) reports, “In a decision released Wednesday in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy of cable company Adelphia Communications, the presiding judge said the moti...
	GSA’s Networx Contract Award Delayed By Unexpectedly High Number Of Bids.  The Washington Post (1/26, D5, Mohammed, 744K) reports, “The General Services Administration said yesterday that it got more bids than expected for a $20 billion telecommunicat...
	Lockheed Loses Spy Plane Contract.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, A1, Karp, 2.11M) reports, “In 2004, Lockheed Martin Corp. won an Army spy-plane contract that broke with the past.”  Instead of building it, they “would serve as the ‘lead integrator’ ...

	Civil Rights:
	Virginia Likely To Vote On Gay Marriage Ban; Similar Measure Unveiled In Maryland.  The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Jenkins, 744K) reports, “The state Senate all but guaranteed on Wednesday that Virginia will hold a November referendum on whether to am...
	FBI Mississippi SAC Says Report Could Rewrite Till Story.  The AP (1/26) reports, “An FBI report on the decades-old murder of 14-year-old Emmett Till could rewrite the story of the slaying that put a young man's face on racial injustice in the South d...
	FBI Reaching Out To NC Hispanics In New Human Trafficking Initiative.  The Charlotte Observer (1/25, Ordoñez, 234K) reports that with funding from the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, “The FBI is launching a new effort to raise awar...
	Georgia Lawmakers Approve Voter ID Bill.  The AP (1/25) reports, “A birth certificate might not be enough to vote in Georgia this year - legislation sent to the governor Wednesday would require photo identification before voters could cast their ballo...
	5th Circuit Rules Against Shreveport In Race Bias Suit.  The Shreveport (LA) Times (1/26, McCabe) reports, “A federal appellate court changed its stance and ruled today in favor of plaintiffs in a discrimination lawsuit against the city of Shreveport ...
	SIU Changes Web Descriptions Of Challenged Fellowships.  The AP (1/26) reports, “While threatened with a federal lawsuit over three graduate fellowships the government considers discriminatory, Southern Illinois University has tweaked the descriptions...
	Judge Orders EEOC To Pay $1 Million To Law Firm For Frivolous Action.  The AP (1/26) reports, “The U.S. Equal Opportunity Employment Commission must pay more than $1 million to a law firm that it sued unsuccessfully for allegations of sexual harassmen...

	Antitrust:
	Microsoft Offers To Release Part of Its Source Code In EU Antitrust Case.  The Financial Times (1/26, Buck) reports, “Microsoft made a concession in its six-year dispute with European competition regulators on Wednesday by offering to give rivals acce...
	Guidant Accepts Boston Scientific’s Takeover Offer.  USA Today (1/26, Iwata) reports, “Medical device maker Guidant on Wednesday accepted Boston Scientific's $27 billion bid, rebuffing a lower offer from Johnson & Johnson and ending a long-running tak...
	BlackBerry Injunction Hearing Set For Feb. 24.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26) reports, “BlackBerry maker Research In Motion Ltd. and NTP Inc. will appear in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia Feb. 24 for the court to consider a ...
	NYTimes Says Pixar-Disney Deal Is Chance To Reform Disney’s Creative Culture.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) editorializes, “A company like” Pixar “— and a figure like Mr. Jobs, notable for his dynamic role at both Apple and Pixar — doesn’t let its...

	Environment:
	Three ELF Activists Indicted On Ecoterror Charges In California.  Reuters (1/26, Fitzgerald) reports, “A federal grand jury indicted three alleged ‘eco-terrorists’ on Wednesday on charges of plotting to blow up facilities like dams and cell phone towe...
	EPA Seeks Ban On Chemicals Used In Cookware.  USA Today (1/26, Weise) reports, “In a surprise turn Wednesday, the Environmental Protection Agency moved to eliminate the production of a suspected carcinogen used in the making of Teflon and other non-st...
	Video Highlights Problems With Federal Mine Safety Oversight.  NBC Nightly News (1/25, story 8, 2:30, Williams) reported, “Those two West Virginia mining disasters have now focused a lot of attention on mine safety in this country.”  A videotape tape ...
	Bush To Push For Reprocessing Of Spent Nuclear Fuel.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Fialka, 2.11M) reports, “The Bush administration plans to announce a $250 million initiative to reprocess spent nuclear fuel, a first step toward reversing a 1970s po...
	Gore Documentary On Global Warming Has Premiere At Sundance Festival.  The Washington Post (1/26, A1, Booth, 744K) reports that ex-Vice President Al Gore’s documentary on global warming, “An Inconvenient Truth,” “had its world premiere at the Sundance...

	FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS:
	Mueller Recuses Himself From Trade School Probe.  Under the headline “F.B.I. Director Recused From Investigation Of Weld's Former School,” The New York Times (1/26, Healy, 1.19M) reports in “Metro Briefing” that “The F.B.I. director will not play a ro...
	Minnesota Attorney Charged In Internet Pharmacy Scheme.  The AP (1/26) reports, “A lawyer has been indicted (in Minneapolis) on federal charges alleging he helped an Internet pharmacy illegally obtain narcotics and helped its founder hide assets.” The...
	Drug Ring’s Alleged Second-In-Command Pleads Guilty.  The Knoxville (TN) News-Sentinel (1/26, Satterfield) reports, “Admitting crimes that could lock him away for life made Stephen ‘Black’ Ardis downright scared Wednesday.  Ardis, who was captured on ...
	Prosecutor Delays Charges In Washington Bomb Case.  The Tri-City (WA) Herald (1/25, Trumbo) reports, “Benton County prosecutors will need several weeks to decide potential charges against a Richland man who says he kept bomb-making material because he...

	Immigration:
	Daughter Of Former Chilean Dictator Pinochet May Seek Asylum In US.  Reuters (1/26) reports, “The eldest daughter of former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet on Wednesday asked the United States to grant her political asylum after she fled tax charges...

	Tax:
	Jury Finds “Survivor” Winner Hatch Guilty Of Tax Evasion.  The AP (1/26, Henry) reports, “Richard Hatch, who won $1 million in the debut season of the reality show ‘Survivor,’ was found guilty Wednesday of failing to pay taxes on his winnings and take...
	Former Washington Man Wanted On Tax Charge Captured In Panama.  The Puget Sound (WA) Business Journal (1/26) reports, “The U.S. Department of Justice said Wednesday that former Renton resident David Struckman has been captured in Panama. Struckman had...

	Congress-Administration:
	Full Senate Begins Debate On Alito Confirmation.  CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported, “The full Senate debate is under way on Samuel Alito’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court.  A day after the judiciary committee cast the divided vot...
	Bush Resubmits Nominee Previously Blocked By Democrats.  The Washington Post (1/26, A3, Babington, 744K) reports the White House “renominated Brett M. Kavanaugh to the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.  President Bush nominated...
	Abramoff Prosecutor Among Nominees To Federal Bench.  The AP (1/26) reports, “President Bush on Wednesday nominated one of the Justice Department's lead prosecutors in the Jack Abramoff corruption probe to a U.S. District Court seat.” The AP continues...
	Bush Suggests Government Will Not Bail Out GM And Ford.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Cooper, McKinnon, 2.11M) reports, “President Bush said General Motors Corp. and Ford Motor Co. should develop ‘a product that’s relevant’ rather than look to Washi...
	Bush Unlikely To Push Large Initiatives In State Of The Union Speech.  The New York Times (1/26, Stevenson, 1.19M) reports, “Having stabilized his political standing after a difficult 2005, President Bush is heading into his State of the Union address...
	Many Liberals Upset Kaine Was Chosen To Respond To Bush.  USA Today (1/26, Lawrence, 2.31M) reports, “Virginia Gov. Timothy Kaine lifted the Democratic Party’s spirits last fall when he won in a conservative state and gave his fellow Democrats some id...
	Effectiveness Of Health Savings Accounts Disputed.  The New York Times (1/26, Freudenheim, 1.19M) reports, “Bush has made ‘consumer-directed’ health savings plans a cornerstone of his policy for addressing runaway medical costs, and he plans to push t...
	Leavitt Says Government Moving To Solve Prescription Drug Program Problems.  The Washington Times (1/26, Fagan, 90K) reports, “Administration officials yesterday told senators the new Medicare prescription-drug program has problems, but they’re under ...
	OLC Urges Caution For Federal Employees On Nonprofit Boards.  Government Executive (1/26, Pulliam) reports, “Agencies should be careful about allowing employees to serve on the boards of nonprofit organizations that have an interest in their work, acc...
	Senate Committee Opens Hearings Into Lobbying Reform.  USA Today (1/26, Drinkard, 2.31M) reports that after “weeks of calls for restrictions on how lobbyists influence Congress, lawmakers began Wednesday to grapple with the thorny details of just how ...
	Blunt, Boehner Make Case For Their Candidacies.  Rep. Roy Blunt, a candidate for House Majority Leader, writes in USA Today (1/26, 2.31M), “House members cannot ignore recent scandals that have many questioning the credibility of our system.  Republic...
	Cornyn Emerges As Senate GOP’s “Self-Appointed Public Relations Man.”  Roll Call (1/26, Pierce) reports, “With President Bush and Republicans struggling to regain their standing in public opinion as Senate Democrats hammer away daily at every perceive...
	First Lady’s Approval Rating Is 82% In CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll.  CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Crowley) reported, “In the latest CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll, 82 percent of Americans gave thumbs up to the way Laura Bush is handling her job. …  Her ap...
	Cheney Still A GOP Fundraising Draw.  Roll Call (1/26, Akers) reports in its “Heard on the Hill” column, “Despite a recent spate of bad publicity, Vice President Cheney is still a big draw for GOP fundraising.  The vice president is slated to be the h...
	Hillary Clinton Says Bush Disregarding Cities’ Needs In Favor Of Tax Cuts.  Reuters (1/25, Whitesides) reported, “Democratic Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton accused the Bush administration on Wednesday of ignoring the needs of cities in its politically dr...
	Obey, Frank To Propose Full Public Financing Of House Contests.  Roll Call (1/26, Kornacki) reports that Rep. David Obey (D-Wis.) “is joining with Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) to propose full public financing of all House elections.  They announced Wed...
	Kondracke Says House GOP Group To Unveil “Suburban Agenda” Next Month.  Roll Call Executive Editor Morton M. Kondracke writes in Roll Call (1/26), “A different kind of agenda -- different from the president’s State of the Union address and the anticip...
	Postal Service Opposes Collins Bill On Mail Rates.  The Washington Post (1/26, B2, Barr, 744K) reports in its “Federal Diary” column, “The U.S. Postal Service headquarters launched a blitz yesterday to block a Senate bill, contending that the legislat...
	Federalist Society Protests Nightline Report On Scalia.  The Washington Times (1/26, Pierce, 90K) reports in its “Inside Politics” column “The Federalist Society yesterday called on ABC to investigate a report by its news show ‘Nightline’ that suggest...
	High Court Urged To Look To Foreign Opinions In Interpreting Law.  Felix G. Rohatyn, the United States ambassador to France from 1997 to 2001, writes in an op-ed in the New York Times (1/26, 1.19M), “Globalization has made it not only ‘appropriate or ...

	Other News:
	Home Sales Drop Sharply.  USA Today (1/26, Knox, 2.31M) reports, “Sales of existing homes fell in December for the third-consecutive month, in a surprisingly sharp drop that signaled the housing market is cooling off faster than expected.  Home resale...
	Oil Industry Defends Record-High Profits.  ABC World News Tonight (1/25, story 4, 2:30, Vargas) reported, “Some breath-taking numbers from the oil industry today.  Conoco/Phillips said it made 13.5 $13.5 billion last year, an increase of 66% from the ...
	Greenspan To Open Consulting Firm.  When he leaves the Fed at the end of the month, Greenspan plans to set up a consulting firm, Greenspan Associates, in Washington, DC, the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) reports.  The Journal adds, “One of his fir...
	Dow Chemical Loses Appeal On Life-Insurance Policies.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Matthews) reports, “A federal appeals court ruled Dow Chemical Co. is liable for $22.2 million in back taxes and interest for claiming tax-income losses on thousands...
	Ney Announces He Will Seek Reelection.  CNN’s The Situation Room (1/25, Blitzer) reported, “A leading target in the influence peddling investigation isn’t letting the probe keep him from the campaign trail.  Congressman Bob Ney announced today that he...
	Ehrlich Says Stem-Cell Funding Decisions Should Be Based On Science.  The Washington Post (1/26, B4, Wagner, 744K) reports that Maryland Gov. Robert Ehrlich (R) “is pushing a plan to spend $20 million next year on stem cell research,” but “is not comm...
	Ford Released From Hospital.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 9, 0:10, Vargas) reported, “Gerald Ford was released from the hospital today.  He spent the last 12 days being treated for pneumonia at the Eisenhower Medical Center near Rancho Mirag...
	Professors Say Maryland Wal-Mart Defeat Stems From Government-Employed Voters.  Steve H. Hanke, professor of applied economics at Johns Hopkins University, and Stephen J.K. Walters, professor of economics at Loyola College in Maryland, write in an op-...
	Hamas Wins Palestinian Elections; Government Resigns.  The AP (1/26) reports this morning, “The Islamic militant group Hamas said Thursday it won control of the Palestinian parliament and officials from the ruling  Fatah Party confirmed the estimate -...
	Iran Open To Russian Enrichment Of Their Uranium.  The Washington Post (1/26, Finn, 744K) reports that Ali Larijani, head of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council,” said “that his country was open to a compromise proposal from Russia that it enrich...
	Washington Backs Off Linking Iran Vote To India Nuclear Deal.  The AFP (1/26) reports, “Washington moved to unlink a landmark US-India civilian nuclear deal with how New Delhi votes on the Iranian nuclear question at a key meeting of the UN atomic wat...
	UN Peacekeepers To Maintain Monitoring Of Israeli-Lebanese Border.  The New York Times/Reuters (1/26) reports, “The members of the United Nations Security Council have agreed that United Nations peacekeepers should keep monitoring the Israeli-Lebanese...
	Frist Says US, International Community Must “Ramp Up The Pressure” On Syria.  In a New York Sun (1/26) op-ed, Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist writes, “A year ago this month, a car bomb killed the former Lebanese prime minister, Rafic Hariri.  An ong...
	Bush Administration Criticizes Mexico’s Plan To Distribute Border Maps.  Following an announcement Tuesday by Mexico’s National Human Rights Commission that it will print and distribute maps showing immigrants the safest routes to cross the border int...
	Musharraf Vows To Construct Natural-Gas Pipeline To Iran.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Champion, Kempe, 2.11M) reports, “Pakistani president Pervez Musharraf “said his country would build a planned natural-gas pipeline from Iran without India’s par...
	OPEC Will Refrain From Cutting Oil Output.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Bahree, 2.11M) reports that OPEC “is widely expected to refrain from trimming output levels when its oil ministers meet in Vienna next week, but Iran remains a wild card.”  The...
	South Korea Ignores US Call For Action On North Korean Financial Activity.  The Washington Times (1/26, Salmon, 90K) reports, “A day after the United States urged South Korea to take an active stance against what it contends are North Korea’s illicit ...
	US, South Korea Close To Reaching Free Trade Deal.  The Washington Post (1/26, D6, Blustein, 744K) reports, “The United States and South Korea are very close to launching negotiations for a free-trade agreement, which would be the most economically si...
	“Gas War” Between Russia And Ukraine Leads To European Shortages.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, White, Crawford, 2.11M) reports, “Bickering over natural-gas shipments intensified between Moscow and Kiev has reduced supplies of Russian gas to Europe,...
	Putin Claims Alleged British Spies Linked To NGOs.  The Washington Post (1/26, A16, Finn, 744K) reports, “Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday linked the scandal to foreign financing of nongovernmental organizations in Russia, a connection th...
	Google Complies With Chinese Censorship.  The CBS Evening News (1/25, story 10, 2:00, Schieffer) reported, “Google has launched a new search engine today in China, but in order to do it, it had to agree to restrictions from the communist government.” ...
	Zoellick Sends Message About Strengthening US Relations With China.  The Washington Post (1/26, A16, Cody, 744K) reports that deputy secretary of state Robert Zoellick’s appearance with a Chinese panda “was seen at least in part as a signal to China a...
	European Commission Proposes “Nordic-Style” Economic Reforms.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, Echikson, 2.11M) reports, “The European Commission presented a new plan to reinvigorate Europe’s economies, calling for a Nordic-style, seemingly social-demo...
	Sri Lankan Factions To Resume Peace Talks.  The New York Times (1/26, Senanayake, Sengupta, 1.19M) reports, “In a measure of how intractable this country’s ethnic conflict is, the warring parties agreed Wednesday to begin talking to each other again, ...
	African Worshipers Mix Islam With Christianity.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/26, McLaughlin, 61K) reports that “worshipers at ‘The True Message of God Mission’ say it’s entirely natural for Christianity and Islam to coexist, even overlap.  They b...
	Villagers Flee Nigerian Troops.  The New York Times/Reuters (1/26) reports, “Villagers fled Nigeria’s lawless delta on Wednesday amid fears of military reprisals after a wave of attacks on foreign oil companies by ethnic Ijaw militiamen.”  Reuters add...
	Annan Denies Arranging Deal For Son’s Car.  The Los Angeles Times (1/26, Farley, 958K) reports that after his son, Kojo Annan, agreed to reimburse Ghana for the import duties on a car he misidentified as belonging to his father, UN Secretary General K...
	Former Surfer Volunteers For International Disaster Relief.  ABC’s World News Tonight (1/25, story 11, 2:20, Wright) reported, “The remarkable story of one American making so much of a difference.  He was a laidback, California surfer, until he saw th...
	Pinochet’s Daughter Seeks Asylum In US.  The Washington Post (1/26, A20, Reel, Constable, 744K) reports, “The oldest daughter of the former Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet was detained Wednesday at Dulles International Airport outside Washingto...
	Success Of Bush Allies In War In Iraq Contrasted With Opponents’ Downfall.  Columnist Mark Steyn in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) writes, “Remember the conventional wisdom of 2004?  Back then, you’ll recall, it was the many members...
	WSJournal Honors Memory Of Free Market Leader Of Hong Kong.  The Wall Street Journal (1/26, 2.11M) editorializes, “Hong Kong’s prosperity since World War II is sometimes referred to as a ‘miracle.’  But miracles require the intervention of a deity, wh...
	NYTimes Applauds African Union Rejection Of Sudan Leadership.  The New York Times (1/26, 1.19M) editorializes, “The African Union did the right thing in rejecting Sudan’s bid for the rotating presidency of the organization. Allowing President Omar Has...

	The Big Picture:
	Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.
	Los Angeles Times:
	USA Today:
	New York Times:
	Washington Post:
	Washington Times:
	Detroit Free Press:
	Atlanta Journal-Constitution:
	Dallas Morning News:
	Houston Chronicle:
	Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News:
	Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts:


	Washington’s Schedule:
	Today's Events In Washington.


	DOJ_NMG_0141840-DOJ_NMG_0141884.pdf
	The Attorney General’s News Briefing
	Prepared for the Office of Public Affairs, U.S. Department of Justice
	To:                           The Attorney General And Senior Staff
	Date:                      Tuesday, January 3, 2006 7:45 AM EST

	Today’s Edition
	Terrorism News:
	White House Plans Focus On Iraq, Economy For 2006.  In a story that runs over 2100 words highlighting political and policy opportunities for the Administration -- as well as potential pitfalls, USA Today (1/3, Jackson, Page, 2.31M) says that while pas...
	Comey Opposed Parts Of NSA Domestic Spying Program.  CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight  (1/2, Romans) reported, “The White House is vowing to aggressively defend its program to secretly wiretap Americans in the days and weeks ahead. But this upcoming offensive ...
	DOJ IG Finds Terror Specialists At US Attorney’s Offices Failing To Coordinate.  The Washington Times (1/3, Seper, 90K) reports that a report from the Justice Department's Office of Inspector General has concluded that “Intelligence specialists at the...
	Former CIA Official Says Agency May Need A Decade To Build Up Anti-Terror Service.  Reuters (1/2, Morgan) reports, “A former CIA counterterrorism officer who tracked Osama bin Laden through the mountains of Afghanistan says the U.S. spy agency could n...
	Experts Say Padilla Dispute Could Jeopardize Terror War.  The Legal Times (1/2, Henning) reports, “This time, audacity may not pay off for Bush administration lawyers. ….  Having aggressively — and in the view of their critics, arrogantly — pursued an...
	US Said To Be Underutilizing Arab, Muslim Community In War On Terror.  Randa Fahmy Hudome, former associate deputy energy secretary in the Bush administration, in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal (1/3, A24, 2.11M) writes that while the US governmen...
	Administration Action On Hamadi Release Called Inadequate.  Ken Stethem, brother of US Navy Diver Robert Stethem, who was murdered during the 1985 TWA hijacking, was asked on MSNBC’s Scarborough Country (1/2), why he wrote to the Bush Administration c...

	Patriot Act:
	White House To Step Up Defense Of Patriot Act, NSA Surveillance.  The Financial Times (1/3, Daniel) reports the White House “will this week step up efforts to defend its policy on the Patriot Act as well as its controversial decision to conduct domest...

	Homeland Response:
	Chertoff To Announce Changes To Homeland Security Grant Program.  Several media outlets this morning are reporting on the upcoming announcement of changes to the Urban Area Security Initiative.  The AP indicates that Secretary Chertoff has sought the ...
	DHS Issues Manual On Correspondence For Employees.  In its “Verbatim” column, the Washington Post (1/3, A15, 744K) runs a portion of “a new manual for correspondence standards and procedures” sent out by Fred Schwien, the Department of Homeland Securi...
	Deadline Extended For Evacuees To Leave Hotels.  Federal officials have extended the deadline for Hurricane Katrina evacuees to check out of their government-funded hotel rooms.  The AP (1/3, McGill) reports that the extension comes as the feds “iron ...
	Residents Await Word On Neighborhood Hit By Katrina Oil Spill.  A front page story in the Wall Street Journal (1/3, McKay, 2.11M) reports that when the levees that protected the Chalmette, Louisiana “gave way to Hurricane Katrina on Aug. 29, about 1,8...
	I-10 Repairs Cited As An Example For All Gulf Coast Rebuilding Projects.  The New York Times (1/3, Schwartz, 1.19M) reports that while the repair of the twin spans of Interstate 10 over Louisiana’s Lake Pontchartrain “has gone unusually right, coming ...
	Local Gulf Coast Contractors Feel Cut Out Of Katrina Cleanup.  The CBS Evening News (1/1, story 7, Roberts) reported, “In the months since Hurricane Katrina hit, Federal agencies have poured billions of dollars into the battered gulf region.  But in M...
	Nagin Says New Orleans Could Take Three To Five Years To Regain Population.  The AP (1/2) reports, “New Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin yesterday said it could take three to five years to regain the city’s population of nearly half a million before Hurrica...
	Emergency Officials Include Animal Rescue In Emergency Plans.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, Wan) reports on the “merging field of disaster planning for pets, filled with doomsday scenarios, four-legged victims and people who love them.  For years, de...
	Charleston Post & Courier Lauds FBI’s Nuclear Monitoring.  The Charleston (SC) Post & Courier (1/3) editorializes, “A federal program to monitor radiation levels has quietly sought to defuse one of the greatest terror threats to the nation. Radiation ...

	War News:
	Shiites, Kurds May Drop Allawi From Coalition, Give Sunnis Role.  The Los Angeles Times (1/3, Daragahi, 958K) reports, “The victors in last month's parliamentary election indicated Monday that they were prepared to cut a secular politician backed by W...
	Iraq Facing Fuel Crisis As Oil Minister Quits.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “There are growing concerns tonight about an oil crisis in Iraq.  Fuel prices for Iraqi citizens are way up, supplies are growing scarce and new numbe...
	Twelve Iraqis Killed In Insurgent Attacks.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 8, :30, Holt) reported, “At least 12 people, including two children, were killed in violence today.  In the worst incident, a suicide bomber rammed his car into a bus full of Ira...
	Poll Finds Support Among Military For Bush Policies Drops To 60%.  Agence France-Presse (1/3) reports, “Support for President George W. Bush's Iraq policy has fallen among the US armed forces to just 54 percent from 63 percent a year ago, according to...
	Murtha Says He Wouldn’t Join Military Today.  Reuters (1/3) reports, “Rep. John Murtha, a key Democratic voice who favors pulling U.S. troops from Iraq, said in remarks airing on Monday that he would not join the US military today.  A decorated Vietna...
	Abizaid Optimistic About Turning Control Over To Iraqi Government.  USA Today (1/3, Komarow, 2.31M) reports, “The top US general in the Iraq region says he is optimistic the United States will succeed this year in turning a substantial part of the cou...
	Budget Request To Include No New Iraq Rebuilding Funds.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Dreazen, 2.11M) reports, “The US and its key foreign allies are likely to fall short of their funding pledges to help rebuild Iraq, as violence in the war-torn coun...
	Book Claims CIA Ignored Information That Iraq Had No WMD.  The AP (1/3) reports, “A new book on the government's secret anti-terrorism operations describes how the CIA recruited an Iraqi-American anesthesiologist in 2002 to obtain information from her...
	Saddam Says He Prefers To Be Shot If Sentenced To Death.  The Washington Times (1/3, Martin, 90K) reports, “Saddam Hussein has told his lawyers that he wants to be shot by firing squad, not hanged, if sentenced to death during his murder trial, which ...
	US Teen Returns Home From Winter Vacation Trip To Baghdad.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 11, 1:50, Holt) reported 16-year-old Farris Hassan is “returned home last night from his ill-advised solo journey to Iraq.  And it's not just his mom who wants an...
	Magazine Notes Iraq War Game Staging Ground In Louisiana.  The Washington Post (1/3, C1, Carlson, 744K) reports Harper's magazine “has found a big, heartwarming silver lining inside that gloomy old Global War on Terrorism.  Here it is:  Our government...
	US Giving NATO, Allies Growing Role In Afghanistan.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Witte, 744K) reports, “Four years into a mammoth reconstruction effort here that has been largely led, funded and secured by Americans, the United States is showing a g...
	Bush Awards Purple Hearts To Soldiers Wounded In Iraq.  The Houston Chronicle (1/2, Hedges) reports, “President Bush’s first official act of the new year was pinning Purple Hearts on US soldiers wounded in Iraq, a signal that for the White House, 2006...
	Bush Will Not Ask Congress For Additional Iraq Reconstruction Funding.  The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Knickmeyer), in a front-page article, reports that the Bush administration “does not intend to seek any new funds for Iraq reconstruction in the budg...

	DOJ:
	New Maryland US Attorney Restructures Staff, Targets Violent Crime.  The Baltimore Sun (1/2, Dolan) reports, “Maryland's top federal prosecutor is both expanding his office and reorganizing his staff to emphasize a commitment to fighting violent crime...

	Corporate Scandals:
	Attorneys For CA Defendants Claim US Misusing Sarbanes-Oxley.  The Legal Times (1/2, Perrotta) reports, “Attorneys representing two former executives of Computer Associates, the Long Island, N.Y., company caught up in a massive accounting scandal, arg...
	Milberg Weiss Worried About Indicted Attorney’s Actions.  The California Recorder (1/3, Scheck) reports, “Nearly 12 years ago, an internal memo from the Southern California firm Best Best & Krieger expressed concerns that it was acting as a conduit fo...
	NYTimes Bemoans Inflated Corporate Executive Pay.  The New York Times (1/2) editorializes, “It would be nice to see corporate America put more effort - and money - into quality control and fair living wages for workers and less into exorbitant pay pac...

	Criminal Law:
	Abramoff Plea Bargain Could Be Announced Today.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 4, 2:30, Schieffer) reported, “In Washington, law enforcement sources told CBS News tonight that a plea bargain deal involving Washington lobbyist Jack Abramoff could b...
	Maryland Tech Firm Owner To Plead Guilty To Bribing DC School Officials.  The Legal Times (1/2, Kelley) reports, “The owner of a Maryland-based technology firm is expected to plead guilty this week to bribing District of Columbia Public School officia...
	Prince George’s County Community No Longer Immune From Violence.  The Washington Post (1/3, Thomas-Lester) reports, “Three miles beyond the Capital Beltway, Woodmore South seems far removed from the violence and fear that has infested some Prince Geor...
	Grant Seeking More FBI Agents To Fight Corruption In Chicago.  The Chicago Sun Times (1/2, Korecki) reports, “If you're a government employee or contractor and you thought last year was a bad time to be corrupt in Chicago, you better look out in 2006....
	Tennessee State Trooper Transferred For Own Safety After Helping FBI Probe.  The Knoxville News (1/2, Stambaugh) reports, “A Tennessee Highway Patrol trooper was recently transferred from Cocke County to keep him out of harm's way after his cooperatio...
	Chat Room Solicitation Leads To Kansas Man’s Arrested For Child Porn.  The AP (1/2) reports, “Law enforcement officers in two states used high-tech tools to crack what they believe is the largest child porn case in Wichita history.”  Steven Craig Perr...
	Detectives In DC Nightclub Slaying Probe Under Investigation.  The Washington Post (1/3, B1, Cauvin) reports, “The witness didn't know what to think. …  A few days earlier, she had seen a dying man dragged off the dance floor at a popular Northwest Wa...
	Warner May Order New DNA Test In 1992 Execution.  As his term nears its end, Virginia Gov. Mark Warner is facing a decision on whether to order DNA testing that could determine if Virginia executed an innocent man in 1992.  The AP (1/3, Gelineau) repo...
	DC Region Homicides Rose In 2005.  The Washington Post (1/2, A1, Klein) reports, “The Washington region saw a rise in bloodshed in 2005, largely fueled by a spike in slayings in the D.C. suburbs, most dramatically in Prince George's County. …  Across ...
	WPost Calls Bush Record On Pardons “Dismal.”  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 744K) says that although President Bush is “a big fan of presidential power,” he “still has not exercised his veto,” and he “prefers to forget that Article II...

	Civil Law:
	DC Appeals Court Institutes Mediation Program For Civil Appeals.  The Legal Times (1/2, Broida) reports, “In a continuing effort to reduce the backlog of cases at the D.C. Court of Appeals, the court has instituted a one-year appellate mediation progr...
	WPost Says Drug Safety Disputes Should Not Be Decided In Court.  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/2, A12) says, “The New England Journal of Medicine's recent retraction of a 2000 article that helped establish the popularity of Vioxx, the controv...

	Civil Rights:
	High Court To Hear Two Fourth Amendment Cases This Month.  The Supreme Court will hear two Fourth Amendment cases this month.  The Washington Times (1/2, Taylor) reports, “Hudson v. Michigan, which the justices will hear when the court reconvenes Jan....
	District Of Columbia Activists Seek Approval For Gay Marriages.  The Washington Post (1/2, B1, Weiss) reports, “The D.C. Council is considering measures that would amount to the greatest expansion of rights for same-sex couples in a decade.  But for s...
	Democrats’ Approach To Religion Seen As Wrongheaded.  In an op-ed for the New York Times (1/2) Joseph Loconte, a research fellow in religion at the Heritage Foundation, writes, “Nancy Pelosi…sounded like an Old Testament prophet recently when she deno...
	Many Counties Remain In Turmoil Over New Voting Technology.  The Los Angeles Times (1/3, Levey, 958K) reports that California and other states “are embroiled in a contentious debate over how voters should cast their ballots.” With “electronic machines...
	Timing Of Evolution Sticker Petitions Still In Dispute.  The Fulton County (GA) Daily Report (1/2, Land) reports, “Federal appeals judges are still wrestling with factual inconsistencies over how a petition -- pushed by Marjorie Rogers, a self-describ...
	Federal Workforce Trails Private Sector In Hiring Hispanics.  Under the headline, “Hispanics Underrepresented In The Federal Workforce,” the Washington Post (1/3, A16, Fears, 744K) reports, “Hispanics represent 7 percent of employees in federal govern...

	Antitrust:
	Columnist Predicts Mergers For Coming Year.  In a column for New York Magazine (1/2), James Cramer writes, “The start of the year is a time for crystal-ball gazing. Sure, I could give you the standard fare, the typical Wall Street gibberish that you w...
	Arizona Questions Competition Problems With Development Deal.  The Arizona Republic (1/2, Alltucker) reports, “State regulators want to scrutinize Cox Communications' role in arranging a special deal that effectively prevented rivals from seeking cust...
	Columnist Decries Government-Sanctioned Monopolies.  In a column for the Orange County Register (1/2), Tibor R. Machan writes, “In Silverado Canyon, there is a tiny post office where each weekday we pick up our mail. One or two of the people who work ...
	Homeowners’ Web Site In Wisconsin Competes With Realtors.  The New York Times (1/3, Bailey) reports, “Across the country, the National Association of Realtors and the 6 percent commission that most of its members charge to sell a house are under assau...
	Unlikely Alliance Develops Between Rivals Sony, Samsung.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Dvorak, Ramstad) reports, “For years, Samsung Electronics Co.'s key mission was to unseat rival Sony Corp. as the world's top electronics maker. Long seen as a Sou...

	Environment/Indian Affairs:
	Health Officials Note Progress In Preparations For Bird Flu Epidemic.  Health officials said yesterday that the US is making progress in preparing for a bird flu epidemic.  This includes measures to close schools and quarantine the sick.  However, the...
	Plan To Change Toxic Release Reporting Requirements Draws Fire.  The Washington Post (1/3, D1, Skrzycki, 744K) reports in its “The Regulators” column, “Opposition is growing to a Bush administration plan to change the reporting requirements of” the To...
	Other States Adopting California’s Strict Greenhouse Gas Rules.  The Washington Post (1/3, D1, Freeman, 744K) reports, “On Friday, Massachusetts joined Oregon, Connecticut and five other states in adopting California's tough greenhouse gas rules, whic...
	Novak Praises Romney Decision To Pull Out Of RGGI.  Robert Novak (1/2) writes in his syndicated column, “Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney on Dec. 16 made a significant move that will benefit the pocketbooks of his state’s consumers and perhaps boost his...
	Government Seeks To Remove Grizzly Bears From Endangered List.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 12, 2:20, Seigenthaler) reported, “The Federal Government has declared grizzly bears in Yellowstone recovered, clearing the way to remove it from the endanger...
	Texas, Oklahoma Continue To Be Plagued By Wildfires.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 2, 2:30, Schieffer) reported, “The fires in Texas and Oklahoma now spreading to New Mexico are being fueled by the worst drought in decades.  The fires killed four...
	Damage From California Flooding Now In Hundreds Of Millions Of Dollars.  The CBS Evening News (1/02, story 3, 2:30, Schieffer) reported, “Back-to-back storms drenched California and caused an estimated $100 million in flood damage.  Most of it is the ...
	Cato Fellows Argue Strategic Petroleum Reserve Should Be Scrapped.  Jerry Taylor and Peter Van Doren, senior fellows at the Cato Institute, write in the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “The rise in fuel prices that followed Hurricanes Katrina and Rita ha...
	Opponents Of ICC Said To Have Little To Stand On.  The Washington Post (1/2) editorializes, “With a key federal approval expected soon for the proposed intercounty connector -- the east-west toll highway that would transverse Maryland suburbs -- the r...
	Loyal Mdewakanton Tribe Wins Court Battle Over Minnesota Land.  Indian Country Today (1/3, Melmer) reports, “Membership in a Dakota tribe is expected to more than double after an accurate list of lineal descendants of the Loyalist Mdewakanton is compl...
	Navajos Try To Stop Arizona Uranium Rush.  The Arizona Republic (1/3, Shaffer) reports, “The price of uranium has tripled in the past two years, bringing with it the possibility of another uranium rush in Arizona, the state with the richest deposits o...

	FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS:
	FBI Photographer Sues Over Mistreatment Due To Tourette’s Syndrome.  The Legal Times (1/2, Kelley) reports, “As a photographer for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Jeffrey Bell was frequently tapped to work on high-profile cases. Between 1991 and ...
	Doctors Said To Fear DEA Action When Prescribing Pain Medications.  In an story titled “Painful Choices: Physicians Challenged By Quest To End Suffering” the Deseret (UT) Morning News (1/2, Collins, Jarvik) writes, “The perception among doctors is tha...
	Maryland Tax Dollars Said To Be Disproportionately Tied Up In Locking Up Addicts.  In the Washington Post (1/1, B8), Tara Andrews, director of Justice Maryland and Democratic candidate for the state Senate from Baltimore City, writes “By the latest co...
	Plan Colombia Credited With Record Number Of Cocaine Seizures.  Reuters (12/31) reports, “Colombia seized a record 186 tons of cocaine [in 2005] thanks to a Washington-backed program aimed at cutting imports of the illegal drug to the United States, t...

	Immigration:
	Migrant Advocacy Group Celebrates 10 Years.  The Miami Herald (1/2, Chardy) reports, “Alfredo López-Sánchez languished for months at a detention center for migrant children in Southwest Miami-Dade -- until an attorney for a local immigrant rights grou...
	Conflicting Public Attitudes On Illegal Immigration Noted.  The Washington Post (1/3, A7, Balz, 744K) notes the “sometimes conflicting public attitudes” on illegal immigration.  A Washington Post-ABC News poll taken in mid-December “found Americans al...
	Hayworth Set To Publish An “Anti-Immigration Manifesto.”  Time (1/9, Allen) reports in its “Notebook” column that Rep. J.D. Hayworth “is about to publish an anti-immigration manifesto, Whatever It Takes, that should rile up right-wing radio just as th...

	Congress-Administration:
	Alito Argued President Should Issue “Interpretive Signing Statements.”  As a Justice Department lawyer in 1986, Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito made the case or presidential power, laying out a strategy under which the president would routinely iss...
	Roberts Calls For Tighter Court Security, Pay Raises For Judges.  US Chief Justice John Roberts yesterday called for better court security and higher salaries to ensure a diverse mix of judges on the bench.  Reuters (1/2, Charles) reports that Roberts...
	Bush Team Notable For Lack Of Turnover.  The Washington Times/AP (1/3) reports the loyalty of President Bush’s aides have limited turnover.  After “two wars, devastating strikes by terrorists and hurricanes, a bruising re-election and countless legisl...
	Medicare Drug Program Gets Off To An “Uneven” Start.  A somewhat negative story in the New York Times (1/3, Pear, 1.19M) says the Medicare prescription drug program “got off to an uneven start across the country” this week.  The Times says that while ...
	Gingrich Urges GOP To Propose Lobbying Reforms.  Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich was asked on CBS’ Face the Nation (1/1, Schieffer) if Republicans are in danger of suffering losses in this year’s elections due to scandals tied to several GOP...
	Cheney, Rumsfeld Have Neighboring Estates On Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  A lengthy story on the front page of the Washington Post’s (1/3, C1, Montgomery) Style section looks at the “expensive waterfront estates” of Vice President Dick Cheney and Defens...
	Mankiw Offers New Year’s Resolutions For Lawmakers.  In Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M), N. Gregory Mankiw, former chairman of President Bush's Council of Economic Advisers, offers a list of New Year's resolutions, which “any senator, congressman or ...
	Grassley Makes Case For GOP Deficit Reduction Bill.  Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles Grassley writes in USA Today (1/3, 2.31M), “In such a partisanship-first environment, any fair-minded move toward a more responsible budget is surely welcom...

	Other News:
	West Virginia Coal Miners Trapped After Mine Explosion.  Rescue crews yesterday sought desperately to reach 13 West Virginia coal miners trapped after a mine explosion in Tallmansville.  The story was the lead on both CBS and NBC last night; ABC was p...
	Bernanke Faces Difficult Balance Sheet, Greenspan Comparisons.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Ip, 2.11M) reports that incoming Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke faces “two major stumbling blocks” as he steps into the post being vacated by outgoing...
	Economy Expected To Grow For Fifth Straight Year, But At Slower Rate.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Gerena-Morales, Annett, 2.11M) reports, “Strong spending by businesses should power the nation's economy to a fifth straight year of expansion in 2006...
	Minimum Wage In 17 States, District Of Columbia Higher Than Federal Level.  Nearly half of the US civilian labor force lives in states where the pay if higher than the minimum wage set by the federal government.  The New York Times (1/2, Broder) repor...
	WSJournal Decries NEA Use Of Members’ Dues.  An editorial in the Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M) says “If we told you that an organization gave away more than $65 million last year to Jesse Jackson's Rainbow PUSH Coalition, the Gay and Lesbian Allian...
	WSJournal Praises Yale’s Refusal To Give Anarchist Professor Tenure.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, 2.11M) editorializes, “Until recently, David Graeber was an associate professor of anthropology at Yale University, with a field specialty in Madagasca...
	WPost Says Baltimore’s Problems Predate O’Malley.  An editorial in the Washington Post (1/3, A16, 744K) says, “No doubt, Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley rues the day when, as a candidate for office, he pledged to reduce the number of murders in the ci...
	New State Laws Deal With Technology, Security.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Scherer, 61K) reports on new state laws which will take effect this year.  The Monitor reports, “A number of state legislatures have focused on the impact of technolog...
	Liberal Crusader Hirschkop Nears Retirement.  The Legal Times (1/2, McLure) reports on the impending retirement of long-time liberal attorney Philip Hirschkop, who is “known not only for his legal prowess but his bombastic and outspoken manner. Hirsch...
	Relief Agency Head Urges Donors To Choose Charities Carefully.  Richard M. Walden, president of the international relief agency Operation USA, writes in the New York Times (1/3, 1.19M), “Money is the mother's milk of disaster relief. And over the last...
	Two Rescued After Plane Crashes Near New York City.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 6, :20, Holt) reported, “A successful rescue today just north of New York City.  Police and Coast Guard helicopters pulled two men out of the frigid Hudson River after t...
	New Rules Could Lead To Increased Minimum Credit Card Payments.  NBC Nightly News (1/2, story 7, 2:20, Holt) reported, “Just in time for those post-holiday bills to start piling up in your mailbox, some new rules that banks are now enforcing that will...
	Questions Raised About Attorney Suing Ex-Client For Former Adversary.  The Wall Street Journal (1/3, Davies) reports, “Don King makes a good living off boxers in the ring, and Judd Burstein has done well off Mr. King in the courtroom. … Since 1997, Mr...
	Texas Said To Be At Epicenter Of 2006 Congressional Races.  The Dallas Morning News (1/2, Gillman) says Texas “is sure to be the epicenter of this year’s congressional races, thanks to some unique factors, especially the trial of former House Majority...
	GOP Said To Be At Disadvantage In 2006 Midterm Elections.  The Washington Times (1/3, Lambro, 90K) reports President Bush and the Republicans “face a tougher midterm election landscape in 2006, due largely to the closely divided American electorate an...
	Trump Rules Out Gubernatorial Bid, Hints At Run For White House.  The New York Post (1/3, Dicker, 624K) reports that Donald Trump on Monday “flatly ruled out running for governor this year -- but hinted he may go for president in 2008.  Trump, in a ph...
	NYC Transit Strike Seen As Avoidable.  In an op-ed for the New York Times (1/2) Meyer S. Frucher and Joseph M. Bress, former directors of the Governor’s Office of Employee Relations for New York State, write, “New York City’s transit workers are back ...
	Bolton Initiatives Would Give Security Council Members Enhanced Power.  he Washington Post (1/2, A7, Lynch) reports John R. Bolton, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, “said he will start the new year by reinvigorating stalled efforts to restru...
	Musharraf Backs Off Pledge To Take On Madrassas.  The New York Times (1/2, Masood) reports, “As the incendiary training at some of Pakistan’s seminaries drew renewed focus in the weeks after the July 7 bombings in London, President Pervez Musharraf pr...
	UN Asks To Interview Assad In Hariri Probe.  The Financial Times (1/3, Biedermann) reports, “United Nations investigators on Monday said they want to interview Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s president, and Farouq al-Shara’a, his foreign minister, in connect...
	Abbas May Delay Palestinian Elections.  The New York Times (1/3, Erlanger, 1.19M) reports, “The Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, on Monday raised for the first time the possibility of delaying legislative elections this month, saying the vote wou...
	British Hostages Freed In Gaza.  The Financial Times (1/2, Davi) reports, “Three Britons held hostage in the Gaza Strip were released by their kidnappers on Friday night, according to unconfirmed reports from Palestine.  Human rights worker Kate Burto...
	Italian Tourists Taken Hostage In Yemen.  The Washington Times (1/2, Mounassa) reports, “Yemeni tribesmen took five Italian tourists hostage yesterday -- one day after freeing a German family of five that included a former ambassador to Washington.  O...
	Ahmadinejad Reportedly Causing Unease Inside Iran.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2, Siamdoust) reports, “On the surface, little seems to have changed in the Iranian capital since President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took office in August. …  But underneath the v...
	Sharon To Undergo Heart Surgery.  The AP (1/2, Federman) reports, “Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon will undergo a heart procedure Thursday to close a small hole that apparently led to his recent stroke, his office announced Sunday.”  Doctors “said...
	In Abrupt Reversal, Russia Restores Most Gas To Ukraine Pipeline.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, Finn, 744K) reports,  “Russia retreated abruptly Monday from its confrontation with Ukraine over natural gas prices, after an uproar in West European cap...
	Winter Weather Cuts Aid To Earthquake Refugees In Pakistan.  The Washington Post/AP (1/3, A14, Khan) reports Pakistani earthquake survivors “struggled Monday to keep their children warm as the bitter winter hit Kashmir, grounding helicopter aid flight...
	New Russian Law On NGOs Seen As Stifling Democracy.  NBC Nightly News (1/1, story 10, 2:20, Mendenall) reported, “This week, Russia passed a new law that tightens the Kremlin’s control over nearly a half million non-governmental organizations or NGOs,...
	Taiwan’s President Calls For Increased Defense Spending.  The New York Times (1/2, Bradsher) reports Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian “called Sunday for increased arms purchases and warned against greater economic ties to mainland China, in a televi...
	Pakistan Negotiating Purchase Of Chinese Nuclear Reactors.  The Financial Times (1/3, Bokhari) reports, “Pakistan is negotiating the purchase of between six and eight nuclear power reactors from China during the next decade in the most ambitious expan...
	Sudanese Refugees In Egypt Vulnerable Following Deadly Riot.  The New York Times (1/3, Slackman, 1.19M) reports, “Hundreds of Sudanese have been released from police detention camps onto the streets of this city with no money, no place to live - and i...
	Korean Retailers Exert Power In China.  The New York Times (1/2, Onishi) reports, “At Korea City, on the top floor of the Xidan Shopping Center, a warren of tiny shops sell hip-hop clothes, movies, music, cosmetics and other offerings in the South Kor...
	Morales Election Seen As Evidence Of Castro’s Growing Influence.  The Washington Post’s Jackson Diehl (1/2) writes, “Here's a sad but safe new year's prediction: U.S. relations with Latin America, which plunged to their lowest point in decades in 2005...
	Ivory Coast Military Installation Attacked.  The New York Times/AP (1/3) reports, “Gunmen attacked the main military barracks in Abidjan, Ivory Coast's largest city, on Monday, with gunfire and heavy explosions that shook the surrounding area, authori...
	Subsistence Farming Said To Encourage Child Labor In Ethiopia.  The Washington Post (1/3, A1, Wax, 744K) reports Ethiopia “has one of the highest rates of child labor in the world,” according to the UN.  Nine million children “are employed, 90 percent...
	Former Political Prisoners Detail Burmese Junta’s Abuses.  The Washington Post (1/3, A12, Sipress, Nakashima, 744K) reports on Burmese political prisoners Min Ko Naing and Myo Myint both of whom “passed more than a third of his life in prison when bot...
	Strike Follows Purge At Beijing Newspaper.  The Christian Science Monitor (1/3, Marquand, 61K) reports, “An emotional strike by 100 journalists at [Beijing’s] most popular and lively newspaper follows a 16-month campaign to quash a broad range of ‘una...
	Kirchner Seen As Moving Argentina To Left.  The New York Times (1/3, Rohter, 1.19M) reports, “Just four years ago, Argentina's economy was prostrate and its politics in chaos, after a financial crisis resulted in bank deposits being frozen, the govern...
	LATimes Says North Korea Worsening Famine With Secrecy.  The Los Angeles Times (1/2) editorializes, “Many third world countries would have been driven to the wall by back-to-back years of floods and drought.  But North Korea, which suffered nature’s d...
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